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Before and After - LOVE

1. God calls us to look at our own sin more 
than that of others. (I have yet to meet somebody that does 
not struggle with this. We so quickly look at others faults, because they are 
not our own, than to look at our own tendencies to fail. Nevertheless, we 
miss the point if we judge others before we judge ourselves!)

2. Receiving God’s love means becoming 
vulnerable. (To truly experience God’s love, you will have to open 
your heart and tell people how you really feel.) 

3. Loving God means taking risks. (God would 
rather we did wrong in loving than never try to love at all. We should not 
fear doing wrong or suffering rejection!) 

4. God changes the tenses in our lives. (Jesus 
says to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved you. Go 
in peace.”  Those three sentences have changed her, and they can change 
you and I! Simon thinks the woman is a sinner. Jesus knows the woman 
was a sinner! God changes it to the past tense!) 

Thank you so much for joining us at LifePoint today!
Let us know if there is any way that we can serve you!

Luke 7:36-43, 47 - When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the 
table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus 
was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an 
alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When 
the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what 
kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, 
“Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 
“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money 
to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them 
will love him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the 
bigger debt forgiven.” 47 (Jesus said) “Therefore, I tell you, her many 
sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever 
has been forgiven little loves little.”

The	“Before	and	A.er”	Woman	
Luke	7	

August	23,	2020	
There	are	two	major	characters	in	this	story.	There	is	a	religious	
scholar/pastor	 called	 Simon,	who	 is	 a	 Pharisee.	 There	 is	 also	 a	
woman	who	is	a	pros;tute.	Simon	cannot	see	his	own	faults.	The	
woman	cannot	see	past	hers.	Simon	does	not	feel	he	owes	Jesus	
a	 thing;	 even	 good	manners.	 The	woman	 feels	 she	 owes	 Jesus	
everything;	 even	 bad	 manners.	 One	 is	 bound	 by	 skep;cal	
cri;cism	and	the	other	is	bound	by	painful	weeping.	Jesus	does	
not	 necessarily	 condemn	 Simon,	 nor	 does	 He	 excuse	 the	
pros;tute.	 He	 makes	 a	 simple	 point	 that	 in	 God’s	 kingdom,	 a	
person	 with	 many	 sins,	 is	 equally	 treated	 as	 the	 person	 with	
fewer.	It	is	where	we	get	the	saying	that,	“Everybody	is	equal	at	
the	 foot	 of	 the	 cross.”	 Simon’s	 problem	was	 not	 that	 he	 could	
not	 see	 the	woman	or	 that	he	 could	not	understand	 Jesus.	He	
could	 not	 see	 his	 own	 need	 for	 what	 Jesus	 had	 given	 to	 the	
woman.	Salva;on!	
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