
Dear Parents, 
 
This summer we have embarked on a journey to learn about how we can offer our children at 
Mosaic a unique environment to discover on their own time frame and in their own way who 
God is.  We have recruited an amazing team of 22 volunteers who have devoted several hours-- 
many having attended all three-day training sessions-- all because we care about our kids!  Our 
generous community has spent two Beautify sessions handcrafting many of the materials we’ll 
be using in our classrooms, and so many members of our church have donated items and 
money to make this program happen.  After all our hard work and time spent preparing, Godly 
Play is here!  We are so excited to enter into God’s story with your kids, and cannot wait to 
experience God alongside them.  Below you will find information presented in the book the 
Complete Guide to Godly Play - Volume 2, Revised and Expanded Edition by Godly Play 
founder and developer, Jerome Berryman. It offers a brief summary of the intention and values 
guiding Godly Play, as well as ten suggestions for how you can support your child’s Godly Play 
practice.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any further questions or concerns; as this is our first 
year embarking on Godly Play we are always open to feedback from you and would love to hear 
how your kids are responding. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Meredith and Lori  
 
Beginning the Godly Play Year 
By Jerome Berryman 
 
Developed by Jerome Berryman, God Play® is an interpretation of Montessori religious 
education. It is an imaginative approach for working with children, an approach that supports, 
challenges, nourishes, and guides their spiritual quest. It is more akin to spiritual guidance than 
to what we generally think of as children’s education. It involves children and adults, as mentors, 
moving together toward fluency in the art of knowing how to use Christian language to nourish 
their moral and spiritual development. Godly Play assumes that children have some experience 
of the mystery of the presence of God in their lives, but that they lack the language, permission, 
and understanding to express and enjoy that in our culture. In Godly Play, we enter into 
parables, silence, sacred stories, and liturgical action in order to discover the depths of God, 
ourselves, one another, and the world around us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“The Ten Best Ways for Parents”  
By Jerome Berryman 

 
The presentation for children about the giving of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai is 
called “The Ten Best Ways.” There are also ten ways that parents can effectively support their 
children in the Godly Play program.  
 
1. Follow the schedule as faithfully as you can.  
 
2. Please help your children arrive in plenty of time so they can be relaxed.  
 
3. It is best to say goodbye to your children at the doorway. This helps the greeter help the child 
enter the room appropriately.  **If you feel your child needs you to stay with them you are 
always welcome to stay with your child in the nursery/toddler room.  
 
4. It is also best not to hover at the doorway. Once your child enters the room, he or she will be 
safe. The mentors may be volunteers, but they are well trained. 
 
5. When you pick up your children, they may not be able to put into words what the lesson for 
the day was. They are not asked to memorize a summary or a Bible verse. They are invited to 
wonder together what the lesson means and how it is important for their lives. Summaries and 
Bible verses are important, but that is not the emphasis. The emphasis is on learning how this 
language helps them make meaning for their lives.  
 
6. When you pick up your children, you will want to know what they have learned, but they will 
not always be able to tell you. They also may not have an art project or a work sheet to show 
you. We don’t use either. The art is expressive art, and they may want to keep this private. 
Much of the significant communication in the room is nonverbal, and the history of the Christian 
tradition is full of teachings about how the mystery of God’s presence is difficult to express.  
 
7. Please don’t come into the room during the session so that the room can remain for the 
children. The mentors have been trained how to help maintain this child-centered focus by such 
things as talking softly and keeping down below the invisible ceiling that is about the height of 
the average child in the room. You are always welcome to come into the room after the class.  
 
8. You are welcome to come to our Godly Play open houses later this Fall, where you can 
experience directly what your children do.  
 
9. Would you like to help? Contact Meredith LaPlante! 
 
10. There many books and articles about Godly Play. These are available to check out if you 
are interested in learning more!* 
*Adapted for Mosaic by Meredith LaPlante 



Godly Play Story Schedule 
Fall 2017 

 
 
September 17 Godly Play Intro/The Holy Family 
 
September 24 Beautify Sunday/Home Parties: No Godly Play 
 
October 1 Circle of the Church Year 
 
October 8 Creation 
 
October 15 The Ark and the Flood 
 
October 22 The Great Family 
 
October 29 The Exodus 
 
November 5 Baptism 
 
November 12 The Ten Best Ways 
 
November 19 Beautify Sunday/Thanksgiving Baskets 
 
November 26 The Exile and Return 
 
December 3 Advent I 
 
December 10 Advent II 
 
December 17 Advent III 
 
December 24 Advent IV and Christmas Eve Service 

 


