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Gratitude 
 

June was intense. It started with VBS and 

ended with a summer missions trip to Atlanta. 

During busy seasons of ministry, my prayer 

life changes. Here are some of the lessons 

I’ve learned so far this summer:  

 

1) Desperation before God is a good thing. 

During both VBS and the youth trip, I had 

times I was overwhelmed physically, mentally, 

and emotionally. Caring for my class at VBS, 

or our youth during our summer trip, I often 

reached the end of my own strength. This 

made me pray harder and more desperately 

than any other time this year. 

 

2) Difficult times produce answered prayer. 

If a VBS child or youth shared something 

particularly difficult, God answered my prayers 

to minister effectively. If I had a draining day 

of ministry, God consistently answered my 

prayers for energy, wisdom, and compassion. 

These might not be the most miraculous 

sounding to you, but these simple answers to 

prayer can be powerful. 

 

3) Prayers build your faith. Watching the 

youth grow and seeing them pray for one 

another, and for the lost, really grows your 

faith. “I’ll pray for you,” has somehow become 

this meaningless response many of us have. 

Yet, prayer should lead to action. It did for the 

youth on our trip, but does it in your life?   

 

Youth Pastor, 

 

Joshua Peeler 

 

Your Father  
  

Ten years ago, on July 20, 2008, my dad died 

from cancer. It is hard to believe he has been 

gone that long. He was not just my dad. He was 

my hero and friend. The longer I go without my 

dad, the more I realize how blessed I was. My 

father was a man who truly loved God and his 

family. He never harmed me in any way, other 

than the spankings I deserved. I remember one 

time I had a spanking coming, and I put 

encyclopedias in my shorts to cushion the pain!  

     Some of you were blessed to have a father 

like mine. If so, make sure you thank God for it. 

It is rare to have a good and godly dad. Many 

of you weren’t blessed with a “good” dad. 

Maybe your father abandoned your mom. 

Maybe he abandoned you or even harmed you. 

Maybe he never left but was anything but a 

loving example. Some of you might not even 

know who your father is and/or have never met 

him.  

     When you became a Christian, you were 

adopted into the family of God. Now you have 

a Heavenly Father. Regardless of who your 

earthly father is, you have an awesome Dad. 

As Psalm 68:5 reminds us, God “is a father to 

the fatherless.” God cares for you. God loves 

you. God never does harm to you. God never 

leaves or forsakes you. Turn to your Heavenly 

Father now and embrace His love. Even 

though my dad was spectacular, he cannot 

compare to the great love and care of my 

Father in Heaven.      

 

Your Pastor, 
 

Jason R. McNaughten 
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5th Bridget Pená 

7th Claire Couch 
11th Karson Moore 

12th Loretta Robillard 
14th Chloe McNaughten 
14th Kathleen Miletello 

15th Lori McNaughten 
 

16th Lisa Cormier 

16th Racheal Gaudé 

21st Nancy Pourciau 

22nd Troy Austin 

22nd Anna Peeler 
30th Paula Fulmer 

 
 

Dr. Jason R. McNaughten, Pastor 
Josh Peeler, Youth Pastor  
Beverly Stuart, Ministry Assistant 

 
Office: 225-638-7541 
www.fbcnr.org 
churchoffice@fbcnr.org 
 
Sunday Bible Study: 9:15 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Wed. Services: 11:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

 

JULY EVENTS 
➢ Prayer Walk, Sun., July 1, 6pm 

➢ Wednesday, July 4, Office Closed 

➢ Community Block Party, Sun., July 8, 6-7:30pm 

➢ Kid’s Fun Night Frenzy, Weds., July 11, 18, 25, 

6-7:30pm 
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