
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hand Sized Cloud 

In the book of 1 Kings Elijah, finds himself in a terrible 

situation. He declared the word of the Lord that it would rain 

nor dew on the land of Israel for several years.          

     Three years later he finds himself staring across a hill 

with 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah. 

God sends fire from heaven to consume his offering to the 

Lord, while Baal’s remains unchanged. He invites the king 

of Israel to eat and drink with him because he can hear 

heavy rain.  

     Yet Elijah’s work is not over as he kneels before God to 

pray. Instructing his servant to get up and look towards the 

sea, Elijah asks if he sees any rain; not only is there no rain, 

but there isn’t a sign of any development. Remaining on the 

ground Elijah continues to pray sending his servant time 

and time again to see whether the Lord has begun 

answering his prayers. Praying intensely Elijah sends his 

servant to check seven more times. Finally, on the eight 

time, the servant sees a small cloud the size of a human 

palm forming above the Mediterranean Sea.  

     I was recently reminded that our prayers should be like 

Elijah’s as he asks for rain. He trusts God fully, prays 

fervently, perseveres, and looks for any signs of God’s 

movement. Many of us pray, some of us pray fervently, 

some even persevere for years seeking God’s movement 

over our prayers. But how many of us pray searching 

diligently for any signs of God’s movement in our prayers?  

     Often, we are missing one or several parts of Elijah’s 

prayer life. How does your prayer life measure up? Has 

God challenged you to work on one or more areas of your 

prayer life? All of us myself included must learn to look for 

the small clouds of God’s movement if we are seeking his 

heavy rain. We need to remember that sometimes God’s 

answer to prayer is slow and incremental rather than quick 

and dramatic. However, God chooses to answer your 

prayers be encouraged that he has not forgot you and the 

intense prayers you lay before him daily.    

 

 

Josh    

 

 
 
 

     People’s vision of worship style has differed for 

centuries. You may ask yourself – Why? Well, because the 

good Lord went and gave us all brains capable of making 

our own opinions. Yes! We all have opinions on worship 

style. Contemporary, Traditional, Blended, Piano, 

Organ….and on and on it goes. 

     Let’s talk about WORSHIP itself. What is it? John Piper 

says, “True worship is a valuing or treasuring of God above 

all things.” I couldn’t have said it better. Worship is a 

lifestyle. If we choose God’s way, then we’ll live out worship 

every minute of our lives. In John 4:23–24 Jesus says, “The 

hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship Him. God is spirit, and 

those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

     There are two main acts of WORSHIP. The first is 

through the acts of praise and repentance in worship 

gatherings. The second is through being the hands and feet 

of Jesus and loving all people everywhere. Remember what 

it says in Hebrews 13:15–16, “Through him, then,” — 

through Christ — “let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 

praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His 

name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 

     Piper also says, “The inner essence of worship is to 

know God truly and then respond from the heart to that 

knowledge by valuing God, treasuring God, prizing God, 

enjoying God, being satisfied with God above all earthly 

things. And then that deep, restful, joyful satisfaction in God 

overflows in demonstrable acts of praise from the lips and 

demonstrable acts of love in serving others for the sake of 

Christ.” 

     Does it really matter how we go about Praising the one 

true God, if we do it with a joyful heart and as scripture 

says? The Psalmist says “Sing to the LORD a new song; 

sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, praise 

His name; proclaim His salvation day after day. For great is 

the LORD and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared 

above all Gods.” 

     Brook and I are so glad to be a part of this Family. We 

feel the love of Christ. Please, continue to give us grace as 

we strive to learn names and faces. You can usually catch 

me in my office on Monday afternoons or Wednesday 

afternoons- Stop by- I always have the coffee on and 

ready!  God loves Ya and so do we! 

 

Blessings, Heath 

 

 


