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When the Wife’s Away 
 

My wife Anna spent four days out of town with 

some friends from college. I haven’t been 

alone this much since I was single. Here’s 

what God taught me: 

 

God’s Presence. The reality of God’s 

presence in our everyday life inspires and 

energizes Christians. However, maintaining a 

sense of His daily presence is often difficult. 

What happens when we can’t “feel” God’s 

presence in our lives? 

  

While Anna was gone, I was reminded of this 

reality. Although she was in Virginia visiting 

her friends, she still loved me. I couldn’t see 

her, couldn’t hear her voice, and I couldn’t 

daily interact. Suddenly. it occurred to me: 

Anna’s love is just as real when I can’t see her. 

God’s presence works the same way.  

 

Sometimes as Christians we don’t feel God’s 

presence in our lives. We don’t see His love 

actively moving, yet we know He is still there. 

During these times we must remind ourselves 

that God’s love, acceptance, and movement in 

our lives is never dependent on us “feeling” 

God’s presence.  

 

God’s presence is real because it’s a 

characteristic of his personality. He can’t help 

but be present in our lives. “Do not fear, for I 

am with you, for I am your God.” Isaiah 41:10 

 

Youth Pastor, 
 

Joshua Peeler 

Wal-Mart & Worship 
 

It has happened more than once. I go to Wal-

Mart for one specific item, and I leave without 

it! Have you ever done that? You go to Wal-

Mart to buy cheese. You leave the store with 

light bulbs, dog food, and popcorn, but no 

cheese. I was at Wal-Mart the other day and 

after checking out I remembered why I was 

there, milk. I asked the person at the check-out 

to watch my stuff while I go get it. We can do 

the very same thing at church.  

     Worship is our primary focus, the item we 

come for if you will. Yet, all too often we come 

to church and never worship. It is usually 

because we’re focused on all the wrong things. 

We focus on what time we start and especially 

what time we leave. We focus on how hot or 

cold the sanctuary is. We focus on who or what 

we can criticize. We focus on the LSU football 

game from the day prior. We focus on politics, 

to name a few.   

     If honest, some of us leave church and 

never worship God. A little adjustment in our 

attitude and focus greatly impacts our worship 

as individuals and collectively as the body of 

Christ. So, when you wake up this Sunday 

morning, before you seek your Sunday best, 

set your heart on God. Read a Psalm. Say a 

prayer. As you arrive at church, come 

expecting God to do a great work, come 

expecting Him to speak and change lives. 

Guess what? You and I will leave knowing we 

have truly encountered God.  

 

Your Pastor, 
 

Jason R. McNaughten 



 

            November 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday! 
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1st Gary Hollier 

1st Reece Picard 

2nd Lauren Chenevert 
2nd Stefan Stuart 

6th Lana Day 
7th Floyd Chenevert 

14th Jason McNaughten 
16th Janette Perry 

 

18th Marian Aguillard 

18th Isabelle Weston 
23rd Deidre DeVrient 

25th Suellen Elstrott 
25th Lorraine Engle 

25th Cline Hooper 

27th Alma Fluker 

Dr. Jason R. McNaughten, Pastor 
Josh Peeler, Youth Pastor  
Beverly Stuart, Ministry Assistant 

 
Office: 225-638-7541 
www.fbcnr.org 
churchoffice@fbcnr.org 
 
Sunday Bible Study: 9:15 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Wed. Services: 11:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 
Operation Christmas Child 

*Cost for shipping a box is $9-donations accepted 
*Packing Party, Sun., Nov. 4, following worship (Lunch provided) 
*Accepting boxes until Sun., Nov. 11 

Thanksgiving Lunch, Sun., Nov. 11, after worship 
Office Closed, Nov. 19—23 
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