
The Present Experience of Christ’s Work 
Week 7: A Living Faith 
Description: Saving faith is not merely intellectual assent to a body of truths about God. 
It is seeing and savoring all that God is for us in Jesus. This dramatically shapes what we 
live for, how we act, how we think and feel. In other words it is a living relationship with 
a living Savior and Lord. 
 
Chapter 32 (2 Corinthians 5:15).  

• To put it “bluntly” who did Christ die for:______________________________ (82)?  

• What died for is not that we might help him but__________________________ (83)?  
 

Chapter 33 (Galatians 6:14-15)  

• All Christian boasting is a boasting in the_______________________ (84)?  

• Why is the above statement true: _______________________________________ (84)?  

• If we put our trust in God, our attraction to this world is :____________________ (85)? 
 

Chapter 36 (Titus 2:14)  

• Are Christians saved by God works – Ephesians 2:8-9 (90)?  

• Should Christians do good works; why or why not (90-91)?  

 

Chapter 37 (Philippians 2:5-8)  

• If we have been saved by Jesus’s suffering on the cross, his suffering should make like 

him in: _____________ (93).  

• Does our suffering for people save them (93)?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
“He died to wean us off the breast of poisonous pleasures and enthrall us with the 
pleasures of his beauty. In this way we are loved and he is honored. These are not 
competing aims. They are one” (83). 
33 “Boasting only in the cross means only the cross enables every other legitimate 
boast, and every legitimate boast should therefore honor the cross” (84). 
36 
“Christ died to make us this kind of people—passionate to help the poor and the 
perishing. It is the best life, no matter what it costs us in this world: they get help, 
we get joy, God gets glory” (91). 
37 “The same suffering that pardons our sins provides our pattern of love” (93). 
Objectives: 
� To explain saving faith as both seeing and savoring all that God is for us in Jesus. 
� To exhort one another to live for the exaltation of Christ and the glory of the 
cross. 
� To urge a life 
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To Enable Us to Live for 
Christ and Not Ourselves

He died for all, that those who live might no longer live  
for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 1 5

It troubles a lot of people that Christ died to exalt Christ. 
Boiled down to its essence, 2 Corinthians 5:15 says Christ 

died for us that we might live for him. In other words, he died for 
us so that we make much of him. Bluntly, Christ died for Christ.

Now that is true. It’s not a word trick. The very essence of sin 
is that we have failed to glorify God—which includes failing to 
glorify his Son (Romans 3:23). But Christ died to bear that sin 
and to free us from it. So he died to bear the dishonor that we had 
heaped on him by our sin. He died to turn this around. Christ died 
for the glory of Christ.

The reason this troubles people is that it sounds vain. It  doesn’t 
seem like a loving thing to do. So it seems to turn the suffering of 
Christ into the very opposite of what the Bible says it is, namely, 
the supreme act of love. But in fact it’s both. Christ’s dying for 
his own glory and his dying to show love are not only both true, 
they are both the same.

Christ is unique. No one else can act this way and call it love. 
Christ is the only human in the universe who is also God and 
therefore infinitely valuable. He is infinitely beautiful in all his 
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moral perfections. He is infinitely wise and just and good and 
strong. “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature” (Hebrews 1:3). To see him and know him 
is more satisfying than having all that earth can offer.

Those who knew him best spoke this way:

Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ. (Philippians 3:7-8)

“Christ died that we might live for him” does not mean “that 
we might help him.” “[God is not] served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything” (Acts 17:25). Neither is Christ: 
“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). What Christ died 
for is not that we might help him, but that we might see and savor 
him as infinitely valuable. He died to wean us from poisonous 
pleasures and enthrall us with the pleasures of his beauty. In this 
way we are loved, and he is honored. These are not competing 
aims. They are one.

Jesus said to his disciples that he had to go away so that he 
could send the Holy Spirit, the Helper (John 16:7). Then he told 
them what the Helper would do when he came: “He will glorify 
me” (John 16:14). Christ died and rose so that we would see and 
magnify him. This is the greatest help in the world. This is love. 
The most loving prayer Jesus ever prayed was this: “Father, I 
desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me 
where I am, to see my glory” (John 17:24). For this Christ died. 
This is love—suffering to give us everlasting enjoyment, namely 
himself.

83

FiftyReasons.4788X.int.indd   83 2/1/11   11:49 AM



To Make His Cross  
the Ground of All  

Our Boasting

Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our  
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified  

to me, and I to the world.
G a l a t i a n s  6 : 1 4

This seems over the top. Boast only in the cross! Really? 
Literally only in the cross? Even the Bible talks about other 

things to boast in. Boast in the glory of God (Romans 5:2). Boast 
in our tribulations (Romans 5:3). Boast in our weaknesses (2 
Corinthians 12:9). Boast in the people of Christ (1 Thessalonians 
2:19). What does “only” mean here?

It means that all other boasting should still be a boasting 
in the cross. If we boast in the hope of glory, that very boast 
should be a boast in the cross of Christ. If we boast in the people 
of Christ, that very boasting should be a boasting in the cross. 
Boasting only in the cross means only the cross enables every 
other legitimate boast, and every legitimate boast should there-
fore honor the cross.

Why? Because every good thing—indeed, even every bad 
thing that God turns for good—was obtained for us by the cross 
of Christ. Apart from faith in Christ, sinners get only judgment. 
Yes, there are many pleasant things that come to unbelievers. 
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But the Bible teaches that even these natural blessings of life will 
only increase the severity of God’s judgment in the end, if they 
are not received with thanks on the basis of Christ’s sufferings 
(Romans 2:4-5).

Therefore, everything that we enjoy, as people who trust 
Christ, is owing to his death. His suffering absorbed all the judg-
ment that guilty sinners deserved and purchased all the good that 
forgiven sinners enjoy. Therefore all our boasting in these things 
should be a boasting in the cross of Christ. We are not as Christ-
centered and cross-cherishing as we should be, because we do 
not ponder the truth that everything good, and everything bad 
that God turns for the good, was purchased by the sufferings of 
Christ.

And how do we become that radically cross-focused? We 
must awaken to the truth that when Christ died on the cross, 
we died (see chapter 31). When this happened to the apostle 
Paul, he said, “The world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world” (Galatians 6:14). This is the key to Christ-centered 
boasting in the cross.

When you put your trust in Christ, the overpowering attrac-
tion of the world is broken. You are a corpse to the world, and 
the world is a corpse to you. Or to put it positively, you are a 
“new creation” (Galatians 6:15). The old you is dead. A new you 
is alive—the you of faith in Christ. And what marks this faith is 
that it treasures Christ above everything in the world. The power 
of the world to woo your love away has died.

Being dead to the world means that every legitimate pleasure 
in the world becomes a blood-bought evidence of Christ’s love 
and an occasion of boasting in the cross. When our hearts run 
back along the beam of blessing to the source in the cross, then 
the worldliness of the blessing is dead, and Christ crucified is 
everything.
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To Create a People  
Passionate for Good Works

[He] gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness  
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession  

who are zealous for good works.
T i t u s  2 : 1 4

At the heart of Christianity is the truth that we are forgiven 
and accepted by God, not because we have done good 

works, but to make us able and zealous to do them. The Bible 
says, “[God] saved us . . . not because of our works” (2 Timothy 
1:9). Good deeds are not the foundation of our acceptance, but 
the fruit of it. Christ suffered and died not because we presented 
to him good works, but he died “to purify for himself a people 
. . . zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14).

This is the meaning of grace. We cannot obtain a right stand-
ing with God because of our works. It must be a free gift. We can 
only receive it by faith, cherishing it as our great treasure. This is 
why the Bible says, “By grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Christ 
suffered and died so that good works would be the effect, not the 
cause, of our acceptance.

Not surprisingly, then, the next sentence says, “For we are . . . 
created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Ephesians 2:10). That 
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is, we are saved for good works, not by good works. And the aim 
of Christ is not the mere ability to do them, but passion to do 
them. That’s why the Bible uses the word “zealous.” Christ died 
to make us “zealous for good works.” Zeal means passion. Christ 
did not die to make good works merely possible or to produce a 
halfhearted pursuit. He died to produce in us a passion for good 
deeds. Christian purity is not the mere avoidance of evil, but the 
pursuit of good.

There are reasons why Jesus paid the infinite price to produce 
our passion for good deeds. He gave the main reason in these 
words: “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:16). God is shown to be glorious by the good deeds 
of Christians. For that glory Christ suffered and died.

When God’s forgiveness and acceptance have freed us from 
fear and pride and greed, we are filled with a zeal to love others 
the way we have been loved. We risk our possessions and our lives 
since we are secure in Christ. When we love others like this, our 
behavior is contrary to human self-enhancement and self-preser-
vation. Attention is thus drawn to our life-transforming Treasure 
and Security, namely, God.

And what are these “good works”? Without limiting their 
scope, the Bible means mainly helping people in urgent need, 
especially those who possess least and suffer most. For example, 
the Bible says, “Let our people learn to devote themselves to good 
works, so as to help cases of urgent need” (Titus 3:14). Christ 
died to make us this kind of people—passionate to help the poor 
and the perishing. It is the best life, no matter what it costs us in 
this world: They get help, we get joy, God gets glory.
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To Call Us to Follow His 
Example of Lowliness and 

Costly Love

This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sor-
rows while suffering unjustly. . . . For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example,  
so that you might follow in his steps.

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 9 - 2 1

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility  
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.  

In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted  
to the point of shedding your blood.

H e b r e w s  1 2 : 3 - 4

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,  

being born in the likeness of men.  
And being found in human form,  

he humbled himself by becoming obedient  
to the point of death, even death on a cross.

P h i l i p p i a n s  2 : 5 - 8

Imitation is not salvation. But salvation brings imitation. 
Christ is not given to us first as model, but as Savior. In the 

experience of the believer, first comes the pardon of Christ, then 
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the pattern of Christ. In the experience of Christ himself, they 
happen together: The same suffering that pardons our sins pro-
vides our pattern of love.

In fact, only when we experience the pardon of Christ can he 
become a pattern for us. This sounds wrong because his suffer-
ings are unique. They cannot be imitated. No one but the Son of 
God can suffer “for us” the way Christ did. He bore our sins in 
a way that no one else could. He was a substitute sufferer. We 
can never duplicate this. It was once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous. Divine, vicarious suffering for sinners is inimitable.

However, this unique suffering, after pardoning and justifying 
sinners, transforms them into people who act like Jesus—not like 
him in pardoning, but like him in loving. Like him in suffering to 
do good to others. Like him in not returning evil for evil. Like him 
in lowliness and meekness. Like him in patient endurance. Like 
him in servanthood. Jesus suffered for us uniquely, that we might 
suffer with him in the cause of love.

Christ’s apostle, Paul, said that his ambition was first to share in 
Christ’s righteousness by faith, and then to share in his sufferings in 
ministry. “[May I] be found in [Christ], not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith 
in Christ . . . that I may . . . share his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death” (Philippians 3:9-10). Justification precedes and makes pos-
sible imitation. Christ’s suffering for justification makes possible our 
suffering for proclamation. Our suffering for others does not remove 
the wrath of God. It shows the value of having the wrath of God 
removed by the suffering of Christ. It points people to him.

When the Bible calls us to “endure everything for the sake of 
the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:10), it means that our imitation of Christ 
points people to him who alone can save. Our suffering is crucial, 
but Christ’s alone saves. Therefore, let us imitate his love, but not 
take his place.
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