
The Past Accomplishment of Christ’s Work 
Week 5 The Fulfillment of God’s Law 
Description: In his life and death Jesus Christ fulfilled all the righteousness that God’s 
law requires. When we come to God in Christ, we are clothed in the righteousness that 
Christ fulfilled. Our works merit no favor from God. Only Christ, and his righteousness 
credited to us, merits God’s favor. And this we receive by faith, and faith alone. 
Chapter Key Quote 
 
 
Chapter 7  

• Why is it foolish to think our good deeds will outweigh out bad deeds – Col 2:13 (32-
33)? List the two reasons given in the chapter.  

 
Chapter 13 

• Do Christians still need to perform rituals to be right with God – Acts 15:5-12 (45)? 
• How should we approach rituals and sacraments (Lord’s Super; Baptism) during the 

pandemic? Do we have to do them to be faithful Christians?  
 

Chapter 26  
• What is the “dark side” of the sacrificial system – Hebrews 10:11-12 (71)? 
• Who did Jesus offer sacrifices for when he became the “finale Priest and final sacrifice” 

through his death on the cross – Hebrews 7:23-27 (71)?   
 

Chapter 31 
• How do we escape the curse of the law (the punishment for our sin -  (80)?  
• Can we save ourselves by keeping the law – Romans 3:20, 28 (81)? 
• If the law no longer has mastery over us how do we please God – Romans 7:4 (81)? 
•  

7 “There is no salvation by balancing the records. There is only salvation by 
canceling records” (33). 
13 “The cross means freedom from the enslavement of ritual” (45). 
26 
“Sinless, he did not offer sacrifices for himself. Immortal, he never has to be 
replaced. Human, he could bear human sins. Therefore he did not offer sacrifices 
for himself; he offered himself as the final sacrifice” (71). 
31 
“We have died to law-keeping so that we might live to fruit-bearing. Fruit grows 
naturally on a tree. If the tree is good, the fruit will be good. And the tree, in this 
case, is a living relationship of love to Jesus Christ” (81). 
Objectives: 
� To magnify the sinless perfection of Jesus Christ as our hope for salvation. 
� To show how utterly sinful it is to try to use God’s law to earn his favor. 



� To show that there are no prerequisites to enter into the people of God, instead all 
may enter by faith in Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior and Treasure. 
� To demonstrate ways in which the whole Old Testament points to Jesus Christ. 
� To show that good works are the fruit of the Spirit which grow naturally out of 
union to and a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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To Cancel the  
Legal Demands of  

the Law Against Us

And you, who were dead in your trespasses . . .  
God made alive together with him,  

having forgiven us all our trespasses,  
by canceling the record of debt that stood  

against us with its legal demands.  
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

C o l o s s i a n s  2 : 1 3

What a folly it is to think that our good deeds may one 
day outweigh our bad deeds. It is folly for two reasons.

First, it is not true. Even our good deeds are defective, 
because we don’t honor God in the way we do them. Do we 
do our good deeds in joyful dependence on God with a view to 
making known his supreme worth? Do we fulfill the overarching 
command to serve people “by the strength that God supplies—
in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ” (1 Peter 4:11)?

What then shall we say in response to God’s word, “Whatever 
does not proceed from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23)? I think we 
shall say nothing. “Whatever the law says it speaks . . . so that 
every mouth may be stopped” (Romans 3:19). We will say noth-
ing. It is folly to think that our good deeds will outweigh our bad 
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deeds before God. Without Christ-exalting faith, our deeds will 
signify nothing but rebellion.

The second reason it is folly to hope in good deeds is that this 
is not the way God saves. If we are saved from the consequences 
of our bad deeds, it will not be because they weighed less than our 
good deeds. It will be because the “record of [our] debt” in heaven 
has been nailed to the cross of Christ. God has a totally different 
way of saving sinners than by weighing their deeds. There is no 
hope in our deeds. There is only hope in the suffering and death 
of Christ.

There is no salvation by balancing the records. There is only 
salvation by canceling records. The record of our bad deeds 
(including our defective good deeds), along with the just penal-
ties that each deserves, must be blotted out—not balanced. This 
is what Christ suffered and died to accomplish.

The cancellation happened when the record of our deeds was 
“nailed to the cross” (Colossians 2:13). How was this damning 
record nailed to the cross? Parchment was not nailed to the cross. 
Christ was. So Christ became my damning record of bad (and 
good) deeds. He endured my damnation. He put my salvation on 
a totally different footing. He is my only hope. And faith in him 
is my only way to God.
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To Abolish Circumcision  
and All Rituals as the  

Basis of Salvation

But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision . . .  
the offense of the cross has been removed.

G a l a t i a n s  5 : 1 1

It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh  
who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order that  

they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
G a l a t i a n s  6 : 1 2

The place of circumcision was a huge controversy in the 
early church. It had a long, respected, biblical place ever 

since God commanded it in Genesis 17:10. Christ was a Jew. 
All his twelve apostles were Jews. Almost all the first converts to 
Christianity were Jews. The Jewish Scriptures were (and are) part 
of the Bible of the Christian church. It is not surprising that Jewish 
rituals would come over into the Christian church.

They came. And with them came controversy. The message of 
Christ was spreading to non-Jewish cities like Antioch of Syria. 
Gentiles were believing on Christ. The question became urgent: 
How did the central truth of the gospel relate to rituals like cir-
cumcision? How did rituals relate to the gospel of Christ—the 
news that, if you believe on him your sins are forgiven, and you 
are justified before God? God is for you. You have eternal life.

Why Jesus Came to Die:
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Throughout the Gentile world the apostles were preach-
ing forgiveness and justification by faith alone. Peter preached: 
“To [Christ] all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” 
(Acts 10:43). Paul preached: “Let it be known to you therefore, 
brothers, that . . . by him everyone who believes is justified from 
everything from which you could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:38-39, author’s translation).

But what about circumcision? Some in Jerusalem thought it 
was essential. Antioch became the flash point for the controversy. 
“Men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
‘Unless you are circumcised . . . you cannot be saved’” (Acts 15:1). 
A council was called, and the matter was debated.

Some . . . rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise 
them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” . . . Peter 
stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that . . . God 
made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and believe . . . why are 
you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of 
the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to 
bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” And all the assembly fell 
silent. (Acts 15:5-12)

Nobody saw to the bottom of the issue more clearly than 
the apostle Paul. The very meaning of the suffering and death of 
Christ was at stake. Was faith in Christ enough to put us right 
with God? Or was circumcision necessary too? The answer was 
clear. If Paul preached circumcision, “the offense of the cross 
has been removed” (Galatians 5:11). The cross means freedom 
from the enslavement of ritual. “For freedom Christ has set us 
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery” (Galatians 5:1).
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The former priests . . . were prevented by death from continuing  
in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he  

continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost  
those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives  

to make intercession for them. . . . He has no need, like those high  
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then  

for those of the people, since he did this once for all  
when he offered up himself.

H e b r e w s  7 : 2 3 - 2 7

For Christ has entered . . . into heaven itself, now to appear  
in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself  

repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year  
with blood not his own, for then he would have had to suffer  

repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is,  
he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages  

to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
H e b r e w s  9 : 2 4 - 2 6

Every priest stands daily at his service,  
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices,  

which can never take away sins.  
But when Christ had offered for all  

time a single sacrifice for sins,  
he sat down at the right hand of God.

H e b r e w s  1 0 : 1 1 - 1 2

Why Jesus Came to Die:
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To Bring the Old Testament 

Priesthood to an End  
and Become the  

Eternal High Priest
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One of the greatest phrases of Christian truth is “once for 
all.” It comes from one Greek word (ephapax) and means 

“once for all time.” It means that something happened that was 
decisive. The act accomplished so much that it need never be 
repeated. Any effort to repeat it would discredit the achievement 
that happened “once for all.”

It was a gloomy reality year after year that the priests in Israel 
had to offer animal sacrifices for their own sins and the sins of 
the people. I don’t mean there was no forgiveness. God appointed 
these sacrifices for the relief of his people. They sinned and needed 
a substitute to bear their punishment. It was mercy that God 
accepted the ministry of sinful priests and substitute animals.

But there was a dark side to it. It had to be done over and over. 
The Bible says, “In these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin every 
year” (Hebrews 10:3). The people knew that when they laid their 
hands on the head of a bull to transfer their sins to the animal, it 
would all have to be done again. No animal could suffice to suffer 
for human sins. Sinful priests had to sacrifice for their own sins. 
Mortal priests had to be replaced. Bulls and goats had no moral 
life and could not bear the guilt of man. “It is impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4).

But there was a silver lining around this cloud of priestly insuf-
ficiency. If God honored these inadequate things, it must mean 
that one day he would send a servant qualified to complete what 
these priests could not perform—to put away sin once for all.

That’s who Jesus Christ is. He became the final Priest and 
the final Sacrifice. Sinless, he did not offer sacrifices for himself. 
Immortal, he never has to be replaced. Human, he could bear 
human sins. Therefore he did not offer sacrifices for himself; he 
offered himself as the final sacrifice. There will never be the need 
for another. There is one mediator between us and God. One 
priest. We need no other. Oh, how happy are those who draw 
near to God through Christ alone.
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So That We Would Die to  
the Law and Bear Fruit  

for God

You also have died to the law through the body of Christ,  
so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised  

from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.
R o m a n s  7 : 4

When Christ died for us, we died with him. God looked on 
us who believe as united to Christ. His death for our sin 

was our death in him. (See the previous chapter.) But sin was not 
the only reality that killed Jesus and us. So did the law of God. 
When we break the law by sinning, the law sentences us to death. 
If there were no law, there would be no punishment. “For . . . 
where there is no law there is no transgression” (Romans 4:15). 
But “whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that . . . the whole world may be held accountable to God” 
(Romans 3:19).

There was no escape from the curse of he law. It was just; we 
were guilty. There was only one way to be free: Someone must 
pay the penalty. That’s why Jesus came: “Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13).

Therefore, God’s law cannot condemn us if we are in Christ. 
Its power to rule us is doubly broken. On the one hand, the 
law’s demands have been fulfilled by Christ on our behalf. His 
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perfect law-keeping is credited to our account (see chapter 11). 
On the other hand, the law’s penalty has been paid by the blood 
of Christ.

This is why the Bible so clearly teaches that getting right with 
God is not based on law-keeping. “By works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight” (Romans 3:20). “A person 
is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ” (Galatians 2:16). There is no hope of getting right with 
God by law-keeping. The only hope is the blood and righteous-
ness of Christ, which is ours by faith alone. “We hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law” (Romans 3:28).

How then do we please God, if we are dead to his law and it 
is no longer our master? Is not the law the expression of God’s 
good and holy will (Romans 7:12)? The biblical answer is that 
instead of belonging to the law, which demands and condemns, 
we now belong to Christ who demands and gives. Formerly, 
righteousness was demanded from outside in letters written in 
stone. But now righteousness rises within us as a longing in our 
relationship with Christ. He is present and real. By his Spirit he 
helps us in our weakness. A living person has replaced a lethal 
list. “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Corinthians 
3:6). (See chapter 14.)

This is why the Bible says that the new way of obedience is 
fruit-bearing, not law-keeping. “You . . . have died to the law 
through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, 
to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may 
bear fruit for God” (Romans 7:4). We have died to law-keeping 
so that we might live to fruit-bearing. Fruit grows naturally on 
a tree. If the tree is good, the fruit will be good. And the tree, in 
this case, is a living relationship of love to Jesus Christ. For this 
he died. Now he bids us come: “Trust me.” Die to the law, that 
you might bear the fruit of love.
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