
Week 3: The Past Accomplishment of Christ’s Work 
Purchased by God 
  
“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
As believers in Christ we have been purchased by God at the infinite cost of his own 
Son’s life.” 
  
Chapter 8 

•         Who did Jesus pay when he died on the cross to ransom us from our sins? 
•         What do we men when we say, “Jesus came to serve and not be served?” 
•         Who can be ransomed from sin? 
  

Chapter 20   
•         What does the Bible mean when it says, Jesus gave himself “to deliver us from this 
present evil age?” 

  
Chapter 23 

•         According to the Bible, are you a slave? 
•         After salvation who do we belong to? 
•         If we are freed from the law, what should we do? 

  
Chapter 42 

•         What does the Bible mean when it says, Jesus “disarmed the rules and authorities” 
through the power of the cross? 
•         How does Satan afflict believers?  
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To Become a Ransom  
for Many

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

M a r k  1 0 : 4 5

There is no thought in the Bible that Satan had to be paid 
off to let sinners be saved. What happened to Satan when 

Christ died was not payment, but defeat. The Son of God became 
human so “that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). There was 
no negotiation.

When Jesus says that he came “to give his life as a ransom,” 
the focus is not on who gets the payment. The focus is on his own 
life as the payment, and on his freedom in serving rather than 
being served, and on the “many” who will benefit from the pay-
ment he makes.

If we ask who received the ransom, the biblical answer would 
surely be God. The Bible says that Christ “gave himself up for us, 
[an] . . . offering . . . to God” (Ephesians 5:2). Christ “offered him-
self without blemish to God” (Hebrews 9:14). The whole need 
for a substitute to die on our behalf is because we have sinned 
against God and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 
And because of our sin, “the whole world [is] held accountable to 
God” (Romans 3:19). So when Christ gives himself as a ransom 
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for us, the Bible says that we are freed from the condemnation 
of God. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). The ultimate captivity from 
which we need release is the final “judgment of God” (Romans 
2:2; Revelation 14:7).

The ransom price of this release from God’s condemnation 
is the life of Christ. Not just his life lived, but his life given up 
in death. Jesus said repeatedly to his disciples, “The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill 
him” (Mark 9:31). In fact, one of the reasons Jesus loved to call 
himself “the Son of Man” (over sixty-five times in the Gospels) 
was that it had the ring of mortality about it. Men can die. That’s 
why he had to be one. The ransom could only be paid by the Son 
of Man, because the ransom was a life given up in death.

The price was not coerced from him. That’s the point of say-
ing, “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.” He 
needed no service from us. He was the giver, not the receiver. “No 
one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord” 
(John 10:18). The price was paid freely; it was not forced. Which 
brings us again to his love. He freely chose to rescue us at the cost 
of his life.

How many did Christ effectively ransom from sin? He said 
that he came “to give his life as a ransom for many.” Yet not 
everyone will be ransomed from the wrath of God. But the offer 
is for everyone. “There is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all” (1 
Timothy 2:5-6). No one is excluded from this salvation who 
embraces the treasure of the ransoming Christ.
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To Deliver Us from the 
Present Evil Age

[He] gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil 
age, according to the will of our God and Father.

G a l a t i a n s  1 : 4

Until we die, or until Christ returns to establish his kingdom, 
we live in “the present evil age.” Therefore, when the Bible 

says that Christ gave himself “to deliver us from the present evil 
age,” it does not mean that he will take us out of the world, but 
that he will deliver us from the power of the evil in it. Jesus prayed 
for us like this: “I do not ask that you take them out of the world, 
but that you keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15).

The reason Jesus prays for deliverance from “the evil one” is 
that “this present evil age” is the age when Satan is given freedom 
to deceive and destroy. The Bible says, “The whole world lies in 
the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). This “evil one” is called 
“the god of this world,” and his main aim is to blind people to 
truth. “The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbe-
lievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Until we waken to our darkened spiritual condition, we live 
in sync with “the present evil age” and the ruler of it. “You once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons 
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of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). Without knowing it, we were 
lackeys of the devil. What felt like freedom was bondage. The 
Bible speaks straight to twenty-first-century fads, fun, and addic-
tions when it says, “They promise them freedom, but they them-
selves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, 
to that he is enslaved” (2 Peter 2:19).

The resounding cry of freedom in the Bible is, “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind” (Romans 12:2). In other words, be free! Don’t be 
duped by the gurus of the age. They are here today and gone 
tomorrow. One enslaving fad follows another. Thirty years from 
now today’s tattoos will not be marks of freedom, but indelible 
reminders of conformity.

The wisdom of this age is folly in view of eternity. “Let no one 
deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this 
age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wis-
dom of this world is folly with God” (1 Corinthians 3:18-19). “The 
word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing” (1 Corinthians 
1:18). What then is the wisdom of God in this age? It is the great 
liberating death of Jesus Christ. The early followers of Jesus 
said, “We preach Christ crucified . . . the power of God and the  
wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24).

When Christ went to the cross, he set millions of captives free. 
He unmasked the devil’s fraud and broke his power. That’s what 
he meant on the eve of his crucifixion when he said, “Now will 
the ruler of this world be cast out” (John 12:31). Don’t follow a 
defeated foe. Follow Christ. It is costly. You will be an exile in 
this age. But you will be free.
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So That We Might  
Belong to Him

You also have died to the law through the body of Christ,  
so that you may belong to another,  

to him who has been raised from the dead.
R o m a n s  7 : 4

You are not your own,  
for you were bought with a price.

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  6 : 1 9 - 2 0

Care for the church of God,  
which he obtained with his own blood.

A c t s  2 0 : 2 8

The ultimate question is not who you are but whose you 
are. Of course, many people think they are nobody’s slave. 

They dream of total independence. Like a jellyfish carried by the  
tides feels free because it isn’t fastened down with the bondage 
of barnacles.

But Jesus had a word for people who thought that way. He 
said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
But they responded, “We . . . have never been enslaved to any-
one. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” So Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin 
is a slave to sin” (John 8:32-34).

The Bible gives no reality to fallen humans who are ultimately 
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self-determining. There is no autonomy in the fallen world. We are 
governed by sin or governed by God. “You are slaves of the one 
whom you obey. . . . When you were slaves of sin, you were free 
in regard to righteousness. . . . But now . . . you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God” (Romans 6:16, 20, 22).

Most of the time we are free to do what we want. But we are 
not free to want what we ought. For that we need a new power 
based on a divine purchase. The power is God’s. Which is why the 
Bible says, “Thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of 
sin have become obedient from the heart” (Romans 6:17). God is 
the one who may “grant them repentance leading to a knowledge 
of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after 
being captured by him to do his will” (2 Timothy 2:25-26).

And the purchase that unleashes this power is the death of 
Christ. “You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). And what price did Christ pay 
for those who trust him? “He obtained [them] with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28).

Now we are free indeed. Not to be autonomous, but to want 
what is good. A whole new way of life opens to us when the death 
of Christ becomes the death of our old self. Relationship with 
the living Christ replaces rules. And the freedom of fruit-bearing 
replaces the bondage of law. “You also have died to the law 
through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, 
to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may 
bear fruit for God” (Romans 7:4).

Christ suffered and died that we might be set free from law 
and sin and belong to him. Here is where obedience ceases to be 
a burden and becomes the freedom of fruit-bearing. Remember, 
you are not your own. Whose will you be? If Christ’s, then come 
and belong.
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To Disarm the Rulers  
and Authorities

He set aside [the legal brief against us], nailing it to the cross.  
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them  

to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.
C o l o s s i a n s  2 : 1 4 - 1 5

The reason the Son of God appeared  
was to destroy the works of the devil.

1  J o h n  3 : 8

In the Bible, “rulers and authorities” can refer to human 
governments. But when we read that on the cross Christ “dis-

armed the rulers and authorities” and “put them to open shame” 
and “triumphed over them,” we should think of the demonic 
powers that afflict the world. One of the clearest statements about 
these evil powers is Ephesians 6:12. It says that Christians “do not  
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

Three times Satan is called “the ruler of this world.” Just as 
Jesus was coming to the last hour of his life he said, “Now is the 
judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out” (John 12:31). The death of Jesus was the decisive defeat of 
“the ruler of this world”—the devil. And as Satan goes, so go all 
his fallen angels. All of them were dealt a decisive blow of defeat 
when Christ died.
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Not that they were put out of existence. We wrestle with them 
even now. But they are a defeated foe. We know we have the final 
victory. It is as though a great dragon has had his head cut off and 
is thrashing about until he bleeds to death. The battle is won. But 
we must still be careful of the damage he can do.

In the death of Jesus, God was “canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14; see chapter 7). This is 
how he “disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame.” In other words, if God’s law no longer condemns 
us, because Christ canceled our debt, then Satan has no grounds 
to accuse us.

Accusation of God’s people was the devil’s great work before 
Christ. The very word Satan means “adversary or accuser.” But 
listen to what happened when Christ died. These are the words of 
John the apostle: “I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now 
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers 

has been thrown down’” (Revelation 12:10). This is the defeat 
and the disarming of the rulers and authorities.

Now in Christ no accusations can stand against God’s people. 
“Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies” (Romans 8:33). Neither man nor Satan can make a 
charge stick. The legal case is closed. Christ is our righteous-
ness. Our accuser is disarmed. If he tries to speak in the court 
of heaven, shame will cover his face. Oh, how bold and free we 
should be in this world as we seek to serve Christ and love people! 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ. Let us then 
turn away from the temptations of the devil. His promises are lies, 
and his power is stripped.
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