
Week 10: Hope for the Whole World 
Description: Jesus Christ is not a tribal deity. He is the Savior of the world. He shed his blood to 
purchase men and women from every tribe and tongue and people and nation of the world. This, 
then, is our ultimate mission: to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the 
joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ. 
 
Chapter 38 (Matthew 10:38)  

- Why does Jesus call us to follow Him to the cross (95) – Luke 9:23?  
- To follow Jesus, we must die to sin and be willing to bear…. (95) – Hebrews 13:12-23? 

 
Chapter 44 (Ephesians 2:14-16) 

- How does the cross bring an end to racism (107)?  
 

Chapter 45 (Revelation 5:9)  
- When John saw Jesus open the scroll in Revelation, John learned that Jesus died to 

ransom people from….(109)?  
 

Chapter 46  (John 10:16).  
- How does the cross shape our understand of missions? Why does Jesus talk of dying for 

the world and gathering other sheep?  
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To Create a Band of  
Crucified Followers

If anyone would come after me,  
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily  

and follow me.
L u k e  9 : 2 3

Whoever does not take his cross and follow me  
is not worthy of me.

M a t t h e w  1 0 : 3 8

Christ died to create comrades on the Calvary road. Calvary 
is the name of the hill where he was crucified. He knew that 

the path of his life would take him there eventually. In fact, “he 
set his face” to go there (Luke 9:51). Nothing would hinder his 
mission to die. He knew where and when it had to happen. When 
someone warned him, on the way to Jerusalem, that he was in 
danger from King Herod, he scorned the idea that Herod could 
short-circuit God’s plan. “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day 
I finish my course’” (Luke 13:32). All was proceeding according to 
plan. And when the end finally came and the mob arrested him the 
night before he died, he said to them, “All this has taken place that 
the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled” (Matthew 26:56).

In a sense, the Calvary road is where everyone meets Jesus. 
It’s true that he has already walked the road, and died, and risen, 
and now reigns in heaven until he comes again. But when Christ 
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meets a person today, it is always on the Calvary road—on the 
way to the cross. Every time he meets someone on the Calvary 
road he says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 
When Christ went to the cross, his aim was to call a great band 
of believers after him.

The reason for this is not that Jesus must die again today, but 
that we must. When he bids us take up our cross, he means come 
and die. The cross was a place of horrible execution. It would  
have been unthinkable in Jesus’ day to wear a cross as a piece of 
jewelry. It would have been like wearing a miniature electric chair 
or lynching rope. His words must have had a terrifying effect: 
“Whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me” (Matthew 10:38).

So today the words are sobering. They mean at least that 
when I follow Jesus as my Savior and Lord, the old self-deter-
mining, self-absorbed me must be crucified. I must every day 
reckon myself dead to sin and alive to God. This is the path of 
life: “Consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 6:11).

But camaraderie on the Calvary road means more. It means 
that Jesus died so that we would be willing to bear his reproach. 
“Jesus . . . suffered outside the gate. . . . Therefore let us go 
to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured” 
(Hebrews 13:12-13). But not just reproach. If necessary,  
martyrdom. The Bible pictures some of Christ’s followers this 
way: “They have conquered [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives 
even unto death” (Revelation 12:11). So the Lamb of God shed 
his blood that we might defeat the devil by trusting his blood 
and shedding ours. Jesus calls us onto the Calvary road. It is a 
hard and good life. Come.
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To Destroy the Hostility  
Between Races

He . . . has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  
by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances,  

that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two,  
so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body  

through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 4 - 1 6

The suspicion, prejudice, and demeaning attitudes between 
Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) in New Testament times was 

as serious as the racial, ethnic, and national hostilities in our day. 
One example of the antagonism is what happened in Antioch 
between Cephas (sometimes called Peter) and Paul. Paul recounts 
the story: “When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his 
face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men came 
from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came 
he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision 
party” (Galatians 2:11-12).

Peter had been living in the freedom of Jesus Christ. In spite 
of the fact that he was a Jewish Christian, he was eating with 
non-Jewish Christians. The dividing wall had come down. The 
hostility had been overcome. This is what Christ died to achieve. 
But then some very conservative Jews came to Antioch. Cephas 
panicked. He feared their criticism. So he pulled back from his 
fellowship with Gentiles.
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The apostle Paul saw this happening. What would he do? Serve 
the status quo? Keep peace between the visiting conservatives and 
the more free Christian Jews in Antioch? The key to Paul’s behav-
ior is found in these words: “I saw that their conduct was not  
in step with the truth of the gospel” (Galatians 2:14). This is a  
crucial statement. Racial and ethnic segregation is a gospel issue! 
Cephas’ fear and withdrawal from fellowship across ethnic lines 
was “not in step with the truth of the gospel.” Christ had died to 
tear down this wall. And Cephas was building it up again.

So Paul did not serve the status quo, and he did not maintain 
a gospel-denying peace. He confronted Cephas publicly. “I said to 
Cephas before them all, ‘If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile 
[non-Jew] and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles 
to live like Jews?’” (Galatians 2:14). In other words, Cephas’ 
withdrawal from fellowship with non-Jewish Christians commu-
nicated a deadly message: You must become like Jews to be fully 
acceptable. This was the very thing that Christ died to abolish.

Jesus died to create a whole new way for races to be recon-
ciled. Ritual and race are not the ground of joyful togetherness. 
Christ is. He fulfilled the law perfectly. All the aspects of it that 
separated people ended in him—except one: the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is impossible to build a lasting unity among races by 
saying that all religions can come together as equally valid. Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. God sent him into the world as the one 
and only means of saving sinners and reconciling races forever. If 
we deny this, we undermine the very foundation of eternal hope 
and everlasting unity among peoples. By his death on the cross, 
something cosmic, not parochial, was accomplished. God and 
man were reconciled. Only as the races find and enjoy this will 
they love and enjoy each other forever. In overcoming our alien-
ation from God, Christ overcomes it between races.
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To Ransom People from  
Every Tribe and Language  

and People and Nation

Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,  
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 

God from every tribe and language and people and nation.
R e v e l a t i o n  5 : 9

The scene is heaven. The apostle John has been given a glimpse 
of the future in the hand of God. “I saw in the right hand of 

him who was seated on the throne a scroll . . . sealed with seven 
seals” (Revelation 5:1). Opening the scroll signifies the unfolding 
of world history in the future. John weeps that there seems to be 
no one to open the scroll. Then one of the heavenly beings says, 
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll” (5:5). 
This is a reference to Jesus Christ, the Messiah. He had conquered 
by his death and resurrection. Then John sees him: “I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain” (5:6).

Then the heavenly beings around the throne fall down and 
worship Christ. They sing a new song. Amazingly, the song 
announces that it is the death of Christ that makes him worthy 
to open the scroll of history. The implication is that Christ’s 
death was necessary to accomplish God’s global purposes in 
history. “They sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to 
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take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by 
your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation’” (5:9).

Christ died to save a great diversity of peoples. Sin is no 
respecter of cultures. All peoples have sinned. Every race and cul-
ture needs to be reconciled to God. As the disease of sin is global, 
so the remedy is global. Jesus saw the agony of the cross coming 
and spoke boldly about the scope of his purpose: “I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 
12:32). As he planned his death, he embraced the world.

Christianity began in the East. Over the centuries there was 
a major shift to the West. But increasingly now, Christianity is 
not a Western religion. This is no surprise to Christ. Already in 
the Old Testament his global impact was foretold: “All the ends 
of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the 
families of the nations shall worship before you” (Psalm 22:27). 
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy” (Psalm 67:4). So when 
Jesus came to the end of his ministry on earth, he made his mis-
sion clear: “that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations” (Luke 24:46-47). The 
command to his disciples was unmistakable: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

Jesus Christ is not a tribal deity. He does not belong to one 
culture or one ethnic group. He is “the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). “There is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek [or any other group]; the same Lord 
is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For 
‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’” 
(Romans 10:12-13). Call on him now, and join the great global 
band of the redeemed.
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To Gather All His Sheep  
from Around the World

[Caiaphas] did not say this of his own accord,  
but being high priest that year he prophesied  

that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only,  
but also to gather into one the children of God  

who are scattered abroad.
J o h n  1 1 : 5 1 - 5 2

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  

So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
J o h n  1 0 : 1 6

Without knowing it, a donkey may speak for God 
(Numbers 22:28). So may a preacher or a priest. It hap-

pened to Caiaphas, who was the high priest in Israel when Jesus 
was being tried for his life. Unwittingly he said to the leaders of 
Israel, “It is better for you that one man should die for the people, 
not that the whole nation should perish” (John 11:50). This had a 
double meaning. Caiaphas meant: Better that Jesus die than that 
the Romans accuse the nation of treason and destroy the people. 
But God had another meaning. So the Bible says, “[Caiaphas] did 
not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the 
nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who 
are scattered abroad” (John 11:51-52).
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Jesus himself said the same thing with a different metaphor. 
Instead of “children . . . scattered abroad,” Jesus spoke of “sheep” 
outside the fold of Israel: “I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16).

Both of these ways of saying it are astonishing. They teach 
that all over the world there are people whom God has chosen to 
be reached and saved by Jesus Christ. There are “children of God 
. . . scattered abroad.” There are “sheep not of this [Jewish] fold.” 
This means that God is very aggressive in gathering a people for 
his Son. He calls his people to go make disciples, but he also goes 
before them. He has a people chosen before his messengers get 
there. So Jesus speaks of converts whom God had made his own 
and then brought to Christ. “All that the Father gives me will 
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. . . . 
Yours they were, and you gave them to me” (John 6:37; 17:6).

It is an awesome thing that God looks down on all the peoples 
of the world and names a flock for himself, and then sends mis-
sionaries in the name of Christ, and then leads his chosen ones to 
the sound of the gospel, and then saves them. They could be saved 
no other way. Missions is essential. “The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out . . . the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice” (John 10:3-4).

Jesus suffered and died so that the sheep could hear his voice 
and live. That’s what Caiaphas said without knowing it: “Jesus 
would die . . . not for the nation only, but also to gather into one 
the children of God who are scattered abroad.” He gave up his life 
to gather the sheep. By his blood he bought the mercy that makes 
his voice unmistakable to his own. Pray that God would apply 
that mercy to you, and that you would hear and live.
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