
Online Bible Study Guide Week 1  

The Past Accomplishment of Christ’s Work: Chapters 1, 21,24,25  
 
“Before salvation can be of lasting significance for mankind, we must first 
see that it is primarily about God. In salvation, God’s holy wrath is appeased, his deep 
mercy is displayed, his sovereign power is responsible, and access to his presence and the 
display of his glory is the final goal.” 
 

1. Chapter 1  
a. What is our greatest sin (Deut. 6:5)?  
b. Why can’t God just sweep our sins under the rug (Gal. 3:10; Deut. 27:26)?  
c. What does the word propitiation mean (Rom 3:25)?  

2. Chapter 21 
a. What does it mean to be reconciled to God (Matt 5:23-24? 
b. How should God’s forgiveness shape our relationships with other people?   

3. Chapter 24 
a. Why was the curtain in the temple torn in two when Jesus died (Hebrews 9:7, 11-

14)?   
4. Chapter 25  

a. How do we worship Jesus (John 4:7-26)?  
b. Does the location of our worship matter?  
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To Absorb the Wrath  
of God

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a  
curse for us—for it is written,  

“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”
G a l a t i a n s  3 : 1 3

God put [Christ] forward as a propitiation by his blood,  
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,  

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
R o m a n s  3 : 2 5

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us  
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1  J o h n  4 : 1 0

If God were not just, there would be no demand for his Son to  
suffer and die. And if God were not loving, there would be no 

willingness for his Son to suffer and die. But God is both just and lov-
ing. Therefore his love is willing to meet the demands of his justice.

God’s law demanded, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). But we have all loved other things 
more. This is what sin is—dishonoring God by preferring other 
things over him, and acting on those preferences. Therefore, the 
Bible says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). We glorify what we enjoy most. And it isn’t God.

Why Jesus Came to Die:

20

1

FiftyReasons.4788X.int.indd   20 2/1/11   11:48 AM



21

Therefore sin is not small, because it is not against a small 
Sovereign. The seriousness of an insult rises with the dignity of 
the one insulted. The Creator of the universe is infinitely worthy 
of respect and admiration and loyalty. Therefore, failure to love 
him is not trivial—it is treason. It defames God and destroys 
human happiness.

Since God is just, he does not sweep these crimes under the rug of 
the universe. He feels a holy wrath against them. They deserve to be 
punished, and he has made this clear: “For the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 6:23). “The soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).

There is a holy curse hanging over all sin. Not to punish would 
be unjust. The demeaning of God would be endorsed. A lie would 
reign at the core of reality. Therefore, God says, “Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of 
the Law, and do them” (Galatians 3:10; Deuteronomy 27:26).

But the love of God does not rest with the curse that hangs over 
all sinful humanity. He is not content to show wrath, no matter how 
holy it is. Therefore God sends his own Son to absorb his wrath and 
bear the curse for all who trust him. “Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13).

This is the meaning of the word “propitiation” in the text 
quoted above (Romans 3:25). It refers to the removal of God’s 
wrath by providing a substitute. The substitute is provided by 
God himself. The substitute, Jesus Christ, does not just cancel the 
wrath; he absorbs it and diverts it from us to himself. God’s wrath 
is just, and it was spent, not withdrawn.

Let us not trifle with God or trivialize his love. We will never 
stand in awe of being loved by God until we reckon with the 
seriousness of our sin and the justice of his wrath against us. But 
when, by grace, we waken to our unworthiness, then we may look 
at the suffering and death of Christ and say, “In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the [wrath-absorbing] propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).
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To Reconcile Us to God

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God  
by the death of his Son, much more, now that  
we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

R o m a n s  5 : 1 0

The reconciliation that needs to happen between sinful man 
and God goes both ways. Our attitude toward God must 

be changed from defiance to faith. And God’s attitude to us must 
be changed from wrath to mercy. But the two are not the same. 
I need God’s help to change; but God does not need mine. My 
change will have to come from outside of me, but God’s change 
originates in his own nature. Which means that overall, it is not a 
change in God at all. It is God’s own planned action to stop being 
against me and start being for me.

The all-important words are “while we were enemies.” This 
is when “we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son” 
(Romans 5:10). While we were enemies. In other words, the first 
“change” was God’s, not ours. We were still enemies. Not that 
we were consciously on the warpath. Most people don’t feel con-
scious hostility to God. The hostility is manifest more subtly with 
a quiet insubordination and indifference. The Bible describes it 
like this: “The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot” (Romans 8:7).

While we were still like that, God put Christ forward to bear 
our wrath-kindling sins and make it possible for him to treat us 
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with mercy alone. God’s first act in reconciling us to himself was 
to remove the obstacle that made him irreconcilable, namely, the 
God-belittling guilt of our sin. “In Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” 
(2 Corinthians 5:19).

When the ambassadors of Christ take this message to the 
world, they say, “We implore you on behalf of Christ, be recon-
ciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Do they only mean: Change 
your attitude to God? No, they also mean: Receive the prior work 
of God in Christ to reconcile himself to you.

Consider this analogy of reconciliation among men. Jesus 
said, “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remem-
ber that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24). When he 
says, “Be reconciled to your brother,” notice that it is the brother 
who must remove his judgment. The brother is the one who “has 
something against you,” just as God has something against us. 
“Be reconciled to your brother” means do what you must so that 
your brother’s judgment against you will be removed.

But when we hear the gospel of Christ, we find that God 
has already done that: He took the steps we could not take to 
remove his own judgment. He sent Christ to suffer in our place. 
The decisive reconciliation happened “while we were enemies.” 
Reconciliation from our side is simply to receive what God has 
already done, the way we receive an infinitely valuable gift.
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To Give Us Confident  
Access to the Holiest Place

We have confidence to enter the holy places  
by the blood of Jesus.

H e b r e w s  1 0 : 1 9

One of the great mysteries in the Old Testament was the 
meaning of the worship tent used by Israel called the 

“tabernacle.” The mystery was hinted at but not clear. When the 
people of Israel came out of Egypt and arrived at Mount Sinai, 
God gave detailed instructions to Moses about how to build this 
mobile tent of worship with all its parts and furnishings. The 
mysterious thing about it was this command: “See that you make 
them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the 
mountain” (Exodus 25:40).

When Christ came into the world 1,400 years later, it was more 
fully revealed that this “pattern” for the old tabernacle was a “copy” 
or a “shadow” of realities in heaven. The tabernacle was an earthly 
figure of a heavenly reality. So in the New Testament we read this: 
“[The priests] serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For 
when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, 
saying, ‘See that you make everything according to the pattern that 
was shown you on the mountain’” (Hebrews 8:5).

So all the worship practices of Israel in the Old Testament 
point toward something more real. Just as there were holy rooms 
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in the tabernacle, where the priest repeatedly took the blood of 
the animal sacrifices and met with God, so there are infinitely 
superior “holy places,” as it were, in heaven, where Christ entered 
with his own blood, not repeatedly, but once for all.

When Christ appeared as a high priest . . . through the greater 
and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by 
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:11-12)

The implication of this for us is that the way is now opened 
for us to go with Christ into all the holiest places of God’s pres-
ence. Formerly only the Jewish priests could go into the “copy” 
and “shadow” of these places. Only the high priest could go once 
a year into the most holy place where the glory of God appeared 
(Hebrews 9:7). There was a forbidding curtain protecting the 
place of glory. The Bible tells us that when Christ breathed his 
last on the cross, “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split” 
(Matthew 27:51).

What did that mean? The interpretation is given in these 
words: “We have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh” (Hebrews 10:19-
20). Without Christ the holiness of God had to be protected from 
us. He would have been dishonored, and we would have been 
consumed because of our sin. But now, because of Christ, we 
may come near and feast our hearts on the fullness of the flaming 
beauty of God’s holiness. He will not be dishonored . We will not 
be consumed. Because of the all-protecting Christ, God will be 
honored, and we will stand in everlasting awe. Therefore, do not 
fear to come. But come through Christ.
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To Become for Us the Place 
Where We Meet God

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days  
I will raise it up.” The Jews then said,  

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,  
and will you raise it up in three days?”  

But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
J o h n  2 : 1 9 - 2 1

Kill me, and I will become the global meeting place with 
God.” That’s the way I would paraphrase John 2:19-21. 

They thought Jesus was referring to the temple in Jerusalem: 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” But he 
was referring to his body.

Why did Jesus draw the connection between the Jewish temple 
and his own body? Because he came to take the place of the 
temple as the meeting place with God. With the coming of the 
Son of God in human flesh, ritual and worship would undergo 
profound change. Christ himself would become the final Passover 
lamb, the final priest, the final temple. They would all pass away, 
and he would remain.

What remained would be infinitely better. Referring to himself, 
Jesus said, “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here” 
(Matthew 12:6). The temple became the dwelling of God at rare 
times when the glory of God filled the holy place. But of Christ  
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the Bible says, “In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” 
(Colossians 2:9). The presence of God does not come and go on 
Jesus. He is God. Where we meet him, we meet God.

God met the people in the temple through many imperfect 
human mediators. But now it is said of Christ, “There is one media-
tor between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). If 
we would meet God in worship, there is only one place we must go, 
to Jesus Christ. Christianity has no geographical center like Islam 
and Judaism.

Once when Jesus confronted a woman with her adultery, she 
changed the subject and said, “Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” Jesus followed her on the detour: “Woman, 
. . . the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father.” Geography is not the 
issue. What is? Jesus continued, “The hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth” (John 4:20-23).

Jesus changes the categories entirely. Not in this mountain 
or in that city, but in spirit and in truth. He came into the world 
to explode geographical limitation. There is no temple now. 
Jerusalem is not the center. Christ is. Do we want to see God? 
Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 
14:9). Do we want to receive God? Jesus says, “Whoever receives 
me receives him who sent me” (Matthew 10:40). Do we want to 
have the presence of God in worship? The Bible says, “Whoever 
confesses the Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:23). Do we want 
to honor the Father? Jesus says, “Whoever does not honor the 
Son does not honor the Father who sent him” (John 5:23).

When Christ died and rose again, the old temple was replaced 
by the globally accessible Christ. You may come to him without 
moving a muscle. He is as close as faith.
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