
 
REAPS Bible Study 
REAPS (Read, Examine, Apply, Pray, Share) is a straight forward way to 
process what you're reading in the Word of God.   
  
Read 
Open your Bible and ask the Holy Spirit to teach, correct, and train you (2 
Timothy 3:16). As you’re reading, ask these questions: 

 What is happening in this passage? What things are emphasized, 
repeated, related? 

 What do you see about God? What is God doing in this passage? 

 What do you see about man? 
 
Examine 
Spend some time reflecting. Ask yourself these questions, and write down 
your thoughts in your journal/notebook: 

 How do you think the author wants their audience to respond? 

 What do you learn about God’s character? 

 What right/wrong beliefs about God and myself did I have? 
 
Apply 
After examining the passage, apply the text to your own life. Ask yourself 
these questions: 

 How do I need to repent? What truths do I need to believe?  

 What false beliefs must I turn from? 

 What can I do – empowered by the Holy Spirit and as a new 
creation in Christ – today to apply this passage? 

 
Pray 
Pray through the passage and your application, asking God to change your 
heart and to change your life, based on the time you’ve spent in God’s 
Word. 
 
Share 
After you finish, share what God taught you with at least one person.  Don't 
keep what God taught you to yourself. 
 
 

 

How to the Read the Bible with Others 

A Simple Guide 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



What do I do first?     

 Invite 1-3 other believers to join you. 

 Get a copy of the New Testament reading plan. 

o Website, App, Guest Connections 

 Buy a journal or notebook that you can write in. 

 Schedule a weekly time that you will meet together for an hour. 

 Start reading and start meeting. 

 

What is the format of our time together? 

 Hear and Obey (25 minutes): Each person shares what they 

‘REAPED’ and heard from God from His Word, coming prepared to 

share 1-3 takeaways that are written in their journal/notebook.   

Then each person shares specifically how they can obey what they 

have learned from the Bible in the coming week (1 Thess. 2:13). 

 Repent and Believe (25 minutes): Each person spends time 

repenting of their sin and believing the gospel. Use the ‘Spurring 

One Another On’ guide (to the right) as a tool to help guide your 

sharing and conversation. Be specific in your answers, and seek to 

get to the heart or root. As sin is confessed, spend time speaking 

out loud to yourself and to one another the Good News of Jesus’ 

finished work, our identity in Him, and His grace and truth (2 

Corinthians 5:17). 

 Pray (10 minutes): Pray in response to your time together.  Pray also 

for the lost.  Who are the people in your life that you’re praying 

would come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior?  Pray for them. 

 

If I have questions about the meaning of what I am reading in the Bible, 

what do I do?  Here are some ideas: 

 Use the study notes found in your Bible (if applicable). 

 Use trusted websites. Examples include: 

o gotquestions.org 

o biblegateway.com/resources/ivp-nt/toc/ 

o blueletterbible.org 

 Contact a pastor or elder at Crosspoint for help. 

Spurring One Another On to Love and Good Deeds (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

Use this as a guide for the ‘Repent and Believe’ portion of your time 

together.  Read Colossians 3:1-17 and 4:2-6, out loud as a group, and then 

ask the question… ‘How has your life this week been and/or not been a 

reflection of this truth?’ 

 

 Followers Who Repent and Believe (Colossians 3:1-8) 

 Disciples Who Learn and Grow (Colossians 3:16) 

 Members Who One Another (Colossians 3:9-15) 

 Workers Who Serve and Sacrifice (Colossians 3:12-15) 

 Worshippers Who Give and Live (Colossians 3:17) 

 Disciplemakers Who Show and Tell (Colossians 4:2-6) 


