
Crosspoint Community Church,

Seven years ago, I walked into Crosspoint with a great eagerness to communicate the 
grace that had been lavished on me in Jesus. Over and over again this family has given 
me the opportunity to do that. As I reflect on the past seven years of ministry alongside 
you I am filled with gratitude. God is at work in this church. He is at work strengthening 
his people in the love of Jesus–giving you a greater desire to reflect that love to one 
another by laying down your lives. I see a church more eager to draw near the Lord. I 
see a church more eager to receive those who are far from grace and show hospitality 
to the stranger. I see a church more hungry to dwell on the riches of the Word and the 
beauty of the gospel than when I first came here. 

In many ways, my family has had the opportunity to grow alongside you. We are 
confident that God sent us here for a reason. I can speak for my family in saying we are 
so grateful for the way God has used this church in our life. You have loved us and 
walked with us well. You affirmed gifting, called out sin, helped us walk in repentance, 
forgave when necessary, and extended to us much grace as we learned what it meant 
(and continue to learn) to be faithful to the task God has given to us. Thank you for 
being a reflection of God’s gracious character to me and my family.

As I think about transitioning away from my role as a pastor here, I hope that I would be 
found faithful in the task that He called me to while I was here–proclaiming the wealth of 
grace poured out on God’s people through Jesus and how this changes the purpose of 
our existence as people in this world. I hope my example to you would be something the 
Lord would use to motivate you to continue to draw on the well of God’s grace as you 
press on to finish what He has called you to. Woodford County desperately needs the 
gospel. There are people here who have never heard the gospel no matter how 
religious we think the community is. There are people who are held captive by the 
weight of legalism. There are people here who are held captive to their own passions 
and pleasures. They need to know where freedom is found. They need to know that 
everyone who is in Christ is a new creature–the old dead and the new has come. 



As I think about what I hope to leave this church with, I am drawn to Paul’s words to a 
young Timothy as he sought to encourage him in ministry: 
12 I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthened me, because he considered me faithful, 

appointing me to the ministry—13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an 

arrogant man. But I received mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our 

Lord overflowed, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is trustworthy and 

deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of 

them. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might 

demonstrate his extraordinary patience as an example to those who would believe in him for eternal life. 
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

(1 Tim. 1.12-17 CSB) 

Though I was once a blasphemer, persecutor, and an arrogant man I received mercy 
from God. Christ Jesus came to save those who also acted in ignorance and unbelief, 
just as you did also. Just as you showed mercy to this rebel, continually remind 
yourselves of the magnitude of forgiveness poured on you through Jesus so that you 
would be able to display such mercy to the next sinner that walks into this faith family. 
May the example of patience offered to me by God be an example to you, my beloved 
family. May it be an example to any who believe so that they would be encouraged to 
continually draw near to Christ for strength in this life. 

Today as our family prepares for the task God is calling us to do next, we are eager. We 
are eager to communicate the grace that has been lavished on us in Jesus. Though 
much has changed over the last few years, the mission hasn’t. Pray for us. Pray that we 
would be found faithful to serve Jesus with dependence and humility. Pray that we 
would find family in Christ to walk with. Pray that we would be protected from desires to 
give up when the weight of life and ministry become heavy. Pray that we would struggle 
with the strength God provides to make known to the people of the Charlotte area the 
mystery of God’s gospel. May the grace of God’s forgiving mercy and the peace 
promised to us in the Scriptures be prevalent here so the world would know that Christ 
Jesus is King, to the glory of God alone. 


