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Week 5: Letting God Be God 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is 
yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
     1 Chronicles 29:11 (NIV) 

Sovereignty: ____________________________ 
 Over Nature (Psalm 148:8; Isaiah 45:12) 
 Over History (Isaiah 14:26-27; Isaiah 46:10-11) 
 Over Our Lives: Examples... 
      - When you were born & where (Acts 17:26) 
      - How long you will live (Job 14:5) 
      - What natural talents you have (Ex. 31:1-3; 1 Peter 4:10) 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Colossians 1:13-14 (NIV) 

Now is the time for judgment on this world;  
now the prince of this world will be driven out.  John 12:31 (NIV) 

Do I have any free choice? _____ but it is ____________ 

Because God is in Control… 
1. MY PLANS __________________ 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 
but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.  Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 

- Wrong Attitude: _________________ 
Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day may bring.  Proverbs 27:1 (NIV) 

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or 
that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will live and do this or that.”  James 4:13-15 (NIV) 

- Right Attitude: _________________ 
We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. 
      Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) 

2. MY PROBLEMS _____________________ 

1 Peter 1:3-9 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his 
great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 
4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of 
change and decay. 5 And through your faith, God is protecting 
you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to 
be revealed on the last day for all to see. 
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you 
must endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show 
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and 
purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere 
gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it 
will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though 
you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a 
glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting him will be 
the salvation of your souls. 

JOB'S RESPONSE:  “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”  Job 1:21 (NIV) 

JOSEPH'S RESPONSE: “You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.”  Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 

MY RESPONSE: _________________________  
     (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

3. MY PRAYERS _______________________ 

"(God)... is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or 
even dream of -- infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, 
thoughts, or hopes."  Ephesians 3:20 (LB) 

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that 
He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him.  1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) 
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Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is 
yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
     1 Chronicles 29:11 (NIV) 

Sovereignty: God is in control 
 Over Nature (Psalm 148:8; Isaiah 45:12) 
 Over History (Isaiah 14:26-27; Isaiah 46:10-11) 
 Over Our Lives: Examples... 
      - When you were born & where (Acts 17:26) 
      - How long you will live (Job 14:5) 
      - What natural talents you have (Ex. 31:1-3; 1 Peter 4:10) 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Colossians 1:13-14 (NIV) 

Now is the time for judgment on this world;  
now the prince of this world will be driven out.  John 12:31 (NIV) 

Do I have any free choice? Yes but it is limited 

Because God is in Control… 
1. MY PLANS HAVE A LIMIT 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 
but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.  Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 

- Wrong Attitude: Presumption 
Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day may bring.  Proverbs 27:1 (NIV) 

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or 
that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will live and do this or that.”  James 4:13-15 (NIV) 

- Right Attitude: Cooperation 
We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. 
      Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) 

2. MY PROBLEMS HAVE A PURPOSE 

1 Peter 1:3-9 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his 
great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 
4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of 
change and decay. 5 And through your faith, God is protecting 
you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to 
be revealed on the last day for all to see. 
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you 
must endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show 
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and 
purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere 
gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it 
will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though 
you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a 
glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting him will be 
the salvation of your souls. 

JOB'S RESPONSE:  “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”  Job 1:21 (NIV) 

JOSEPH'S RESPONSE: “You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.”  Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 

MY RESPONSE: LOOK PAST THE PAIN  
     (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

3. MY PRAYERS HAVE AN IMPACT 

"(God)... is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or 
even dream of -- infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, 
thoughts, or hopes."  Ephesians 3:20 (LB) 

Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that 
He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him.  1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) 


