
The "YES" Moments
"Why do you do what you do?" I was confronted with this question at a retreat last 

weekend for ministry leaders. Struggling to articulate myself, I realized I had forgotten 
my why. After reflecting, I was able to pinpoint my why: seeing students grow in their 
own faith and ability to lead others. This hope often gets lost in the daily grind of life 
and ministry. But it is the collection of "YES" moments, when students begin rising to 
their potential in order to make positive change in the lives of those around them, that 

brings me back to why. 

"Don't be afraid of how God might want to work through you..." 
- grade 12 student leader at Richview Collegiate

I met Paul* when he was in grade 9. Wide-eyed, full of charisma, and a 
strong foundation of faith laid down by Christian parents, I knew God sent 
him into the fellowship for a reason. I had been praying for student leaders 
to partner with as we began planting at Richview and here was one ready 

for the challenge. Fast-forward to 2017, Paul will be graduating high school 
this year leaving behind a legacy of having pioneered a fellowship where 

incoming grade 9's are now following his lead. His encouragement for 
others is to not be afraid of how God might want to work through you.

*Student's real name has been changed.



"I know he's really struggling, but I'm not 
sure what to say exactly or how I can help..."

 - student leader at Etobicoke Collegiate

Students at Etobicoke Collegiate started 
something this year called 

#WorshipWednesdays. Every second week, their 
English classroom gets transformed into a place 
of prayer and worship. Students will trickle in and 

out, but mostly it is a place where people can 
connect with God and pray with one another. 
One student leader noticed how difficult the 

struggles that her friends were going through, 
and by simply opening up space and inviting 

people to pray, she was reminded how big God 
is compared to the problems people face and to 
trust that he's at work even behind the scenes.

prayer:
• Toronto Urban Dip: I will be serving as co-

director for a week-long local missions trip 
our team is hosting for students over 
March Break (March 13th-17th, 2017)

• Pray that students will come and 
experience God's heart for justice, mission 
and reconciliation 

praise:
• Funding: Thank you for partnering with 

me and helping me reach 90% of my 
goal! (To give monthly or make 
a special gift, please visit www.ivcf.ca/
donate/Sangalang) 

• Completing all my coursework for a 
Graduate Diploma in Christian 
Foundations from Tyndale Seminary

This Christmas and New Years, I loved 
getting to spend time visiting my family 

in Orlando. Especially the newest 
adorable additions, my twin nieces!

Thank you for all your support, love and 
prayers. Believing in God's best for you 

in 2017!

rsangalang@ivcf.ca 
647-530-5797

B1-22 Burnhamthorpe Rd., 
Toronto, ON, M9A 1G8
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