BAPTISM

WHERE should believers
be baptized?

“all nations, all
generations for
Jesus”

Wherever here is water! (What a
silly question).

A CELEBRATION
OF FAITH

WHY should believers be
baptized?

 

Jesus, out of love for us,
willingly chose to identify with
us in His death, burial and
resurrection. Now He calls upon
us to identify with Him in the
symbolism of baptism (Matthew
28:18-20). Baptism is a
command given by Jesus to all
His followers. "If you love me,"
Jesus said (John 14:15), "You
will obey what I command."
*Interested in being baptized,
getting some questions answered,
or attending a baptism class?
Please contact the office or one
of the elders to find out when the
class is being held.
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How should believers
be baptized?
At Richview we baptize believers by
total immersion in water. We follow
this pattern because...
1. In the Bible the Greek word for
baptism is "baptizo" which generally
means "to dip, to plunge under to
submerge."

…a step of obedience.
WHAT is baptism?
Baptism is a personal, visual, symbolic
declaration to ourselves and others that we are
followers of Jesus Christ. It is a dramatic
statement that we have...
1. Died to our selfish desires. (Colossians 2:20,
3:3; I Peter 2:24)
2. Been forgiven of our sins and stand clean
before God. (Titus 3:5-7)
3. Come alive to Christ, His Spirit and His will
for our lives. (Romans 6:8-11, Ephesians 2:410)
Baptism does not make a person a follower of
Jesus Christ; rather, baptism is an ordinance (an
order) given by Jesus Christ to all His followers.
By being baptized a Christian declares and
celebrates the salvation that he or she received
through faith in Jesus Christ (Luke 23:42-43,

Acts 16:30-31, 10:43-48, Romans 3:21-30, Ephesians
2:8-9). Genuine faith produces an obedient heart
which will, in turn, lead to one's desire to be baptized.

WHO should be baptized?
Since baptism is a public dramatization of one's faith
in and commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ than all
those (and only those) who are believers in Jesus
should be baptized. In fact, believers are commanded
by Jesus himself to be baptized.
There go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19
This, of course, necessitates that the one being
baptized is of an age that allows for a willful,
personal choice to be made.

2. The usual meaning of "into" and
"out of" (Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:10,
Acts 8:38-39) and the fact that John
only baptized where he had "much
water" (John 3:23) seems to indicate
baptism by immersion.
3. Jewish proselyte baptism was
always done by total immersion and
this pattern seems to have influenced
the practice followed by the early
church. (Alfred Edersheim, The Life
& Times of Jesus, the Messiah,
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1953,
2:745-747)
4. Immersion best pictures one's
identification with Christ in his
death, burial, and resurrection.
5. Immersion was the universal
practice of the early church and every
New Testament instance either
demands or permits it. (Charles Ryrie
-Survey of Biblical Doctrine,
Chicago Moody Press 1972 p.152.

