
STUDY|3 PAUL PRESENTS GOD”S FORMULA FOR PEACE 
THE VERY WORDS OF GOD 
“Peace I have with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”      John 14:27 
 
BIBLE DISCOVERY 
Two Kingdoms Promise Peace  
Philippi is an ideal place to consider the Roman concept of peace that Paul encountered as he 
shared the gospel of Jesus throughout the Roman Empire. After all, the Roman way to peace 
had unfolded before the Philippians’ eyes. Its foundation was laid in 42 BC on the Plain of 
Drama outside Philippi when Octavian, soon to become Caesar Augustus, defeated the 
assassins of his adoptive father, Julius Caesar. The battle ushered in the golden age of Pax 
Romana, an accomplishment that helped to earn Octavian the title of “Savior” because he 
brought peace and public safety to the Roman Empire. Ironically, Octavian expressed his 
gratitude for the victory that brought his brand of peace by building a temple to war and 
vengeance-Mars Ultor, Mars the Avenger-in the forum in Rome. 
 So what would happen when Paul came to Philippi bearing news of the Kingdom of God 
and its promise of peace when the kingdom of Rome had already established what it called 
peace? What would happen when Paul claimed that Jesus the Messiah, Lord and Savior, had 
sacrificed his own life to bring peace to the whole world when Caesar had slaughtered and 
conquered in order to bring peace? What formula for peace would Paul advocate, and what 
would people see and understand when he presented the gospel of Jesus to them? 
 

1. The peace of Rome was obtained through brutality and domination and maintained by power 
and privilege. In contrast, what does the Text reveal about the source and nature of God’s 
peace? (See Psalm 4:8; 29:11; 128:5-6; John 14:27; Acts 10:36; Galatians 5:19-24.) 
 
What does the Text say about the peace the world offers-epitomized by Pax Romana-and those 
who pursue it? (See Psalm 53:3-4; Isaiah 48:22; 57:21; 59:8; Romans 3:10-18.) 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  
Shalom, God's Answer to the Pax Roma  
The Hebrew understanding of peace, or shalom, can be defined as any 
condition that Is exactly as God intended it to be. Peace Is God's creation before sin entered the 
picture, It is harmony between God and his creation, God and humanity, and between people. 
Shalom is life without hate, prejudice, envy, violence, injustice, disease, disaster, and death. It is 
life with meaning, purpose, beauty, and wholeness-without imperfection. It is the essence of 
who God is and satisfies the longings of every human heart.  
 
2. The Pax Romana was built on domination, pride, and the spoils of war that brought comfort, 

pleasure, and safety to the Roman Empire. It enabled a privileged few to live a very “good 
life” at the expense of many. In contrast, what does living in peace look like for those who 
are followers of Jesus? (See Romans 12:18-21; 14:19; 2 Corinthians 13:11; 1 Timothy 2:1-2.) 



 
What evidence do we find that the early communities of Jesus followers understood the gospel 
message and had received the gift of God’s peace? (See Acts 2:42-47; 3:1-10; 4:32-35; 5:12-16.) 
 
3. Caesar Augustus wrote his own first-person account of his life and accomplishments, called 

Res Gestae Divi Augusti or The Acts of Divine Augustus,1 which defined Roman peace. In 
contrast, Paul presented an entirely different formula for peace. Both perspectives are 
summarized in the chart on the next page. 

 
The Acts of Divine Augustus The Acts of the Apostles 
Describes in three points how Augustus 
subjected the whole earth to the rule of 
Rome, ushering in Rome’s golden age of 
peace. Written by Augustus and inscribed on 
bronze pillars in Rome. 

Describes how God’s kingdom of peace came 
through the shed blood of Jesus and is 
spread to the world by God’s human 
ambassadors. Written by Luke. 

First, Augustus reformed the priesthood and 
restored 82 temples and built more than a 
dozen more in order to renew the worship of 
traditional Roman gods. 

First, peace comes from God through Jesus, 
who shed his blood to reconcile all things 
and restore harmony with God. Peace is a 
result of what God has done, not what we 
seek to do. 

Second, Augustus brought peace by leading 
the Roman legions to conquer and subjugate 
the entire earth. These conquests, in which 
thousands were killed or captured as slaves 
and cities were destroyed, brought (in his 
mind) an end to war and resulted in peace. 
The Roman peace brought glory and reward 
for some, suffering and struggle for others. 

Second, peace does not come through the 
bloody effort of human conquests. Peace is 
not earned or deserved; it is not reserved for 
the rich, the powerful, or the wise. It is God’s 
free gift for everyone-rich or poor, Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free. 

Third, Augustus took credit for the prosperity 
the spoils of war brought to the Roman 
Empire. He built and rebuilt temples, roads, 
and public buildings, and funded public 
spectacles such as gladiatorial contests and 
the Olympic games. 

Third, real peace is not dependent on 
material prosperity; it is not the same as 
comfort and enjoyment. While these 
benefits are a pleasant blessing, peace that 
truly satisfies has to do with finding harmony 
with God, with others, and with God’s 
creation itself. 

 
a. How would you describe the differences in the understanding and practice of peace 

between the kingdom of Caesar and the kingdom of God? 
 
What about the peace of the gospel of Jesus do you think attracted or offended the people of 
Philippi, and why? 
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b. If you were to write a three-point description of what our culture considers peace to be, 
how would you describe it? First, how does peace come? 

 
Second, who deserves or earns peace? 
 
Third,  what does peace look like? 
 
 
4. The differences between the peace of the gospel of Caesar and the peace of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ did not go unnoticed. What kind of response did Paul receive when he 
presented the gospel message and sought to establish communities of Jesus followers 
wherever he went? (See Acts 14:1-7; 16:13-21; 17:1-8; 19:23-31.) 

 
 
THINK ABOUT IT 
Pax Romona: Peace for Some, Not for All 
Following in the footsteps of Julius Caesar, who based his right to rule on the peace he brought 
to Rome through conquest, Caesar Augustus continued the push for Roman security and peace. 
To Caesar Augustus, Pax Romana not only meant the cessation of war, it meant Rome could use 
the resources of its conquered territories and people for its own benefit. The plunder of 
conquest made Rome the envy of nations, bringing security, economic prosperity, leisure, 
beauty, and the pleasures of life to Rome’s wealthy and powerful. 
 But not everyone lauded the Pax Romana. Tacitus, the Roman historian recounts the 
words of a conquered chieftain: “Robbers of the world, they have by their universal plunder 
exhausted the land… If the enemy be rich, that are rapacious; if he be poor, they lust for 
dominion; neither the east nor the west has been able to satisfy them. To robbery, slaughter, 
plunder they give the lying name of empire; they make solitude and call it peace.”2 
 His comments are not unlike those of Paul, who quotes several Old Testament passages 
in his Romans 3:10-18 description of those who do not follow peace 
-“There is not one righteous, not even one; there is no  one who understands, there is no one 
who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one 
who does good, not even one.” 
-“the poison of vipers in on their lips” 
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
 
 
Reflection  
Peace was highly valued-a coveted commodity-in the dangerous, tumultuous world of the first 
century. That is one reason Caesar Augustus was considered divine; he had accomplished the 
impossible by bring his gospel of peace, safety, and prosperity to the Roman Empire. So it 
shouldn’t surprise us that Paul taught about peace. It was essential that followers of Jesus in 
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the Roman Empire realize that God’s pace-shalom-was far more than the absence of conflict or 
the ability to achieve happiness and comfort in life. 
 In every letter of instruction in Christian living that Paul wrote to the churches he 
established on his teaching journeys, his greeting included blessings of “grace and peace from 
God.” To the Philippians, Thessalonians, Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, Galatians, and 
Romans as well as to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, Paul began by reminding them of the gift of 
grace and peace that comes from God to all those who believe. Furthermore, his instructions to 
the communities of Jesus followers he had established frequently included reminders of how to 
demonstrate what God’s peace-shalom-looked like. As a reminder of how foundational is the 
peace that comes from God, read the beginnings of Paul’s letters (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 
1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2; Colossians 1:2; 1 
Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:2-3; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4; Philemon 1:3). 
 
Each of these communities of Jesus followers (and individuals) faced challenges in living out the 
gospel of Christ, in bringing shalom to a world that pursued a different kind of peace. In what 
ways do you think being firmly rooted in God’s grace and peace helped them to fulfill the 
mission to which God had called them? 
 
How do you live differently when the peace of God is your foundation, the starting point for 
everything you do? 
 
As followers of Jesus today, we also live in a Hellenistic world that pursues a different kind of 
peace from the peace God gives. Which obstacles, desires, or distractions of the world around 
you hinder you from experiencing the peace of Jesus in your life? 
 
What hinders you from demonstrating shalom in the broken suffering world in which you live? 
 
 


