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There is a high cost associated with missions.  Stewardship [3] is about stretching every dollar,
gift, and resource we have for the sake of God’s kingdom.  One great way to minimize the cost of
an overseas mission trip is by saving money on necessary items along the way.

Here are some tips to raise money [4] for your mission trip or community service project.

Short Term Mission Trip Money Saving Tips
People frequently ask, “Are short term missions worth the cost [5]?”  As such, churches need to
to reduce the costs as much as possible and be sure that the trip has a positive impact.  In
addition, individuals should reduce the amount they need to fundraise by following a few of the
money saving tips provided in this post.

[6]Save Money on Mission Trip Travel Planning
1.  Flexibility is crucial. By traveling on a Tuesday, Wednesday,
or Thursday, you can often save a few hundred dollars per ticket. 
Traveling in low season also adds another layer of savings, but
short term mission trips often happen when school is out (high
season).

2.  Use opaque travel sites when possible. This would be a
website like Priceline or Hotwire.  These sites offer you significant savings.  On a domestic
mission trip, I once saved $100 per ticket just by booking through Hotwire.  The flight was the
exact same flight I would have booked anyway.  Here’s how to get the lowest guaranteed price

between Priceline and Hotwire [7].  Here’ how to be sure to get the best deal on car rentals [8].

3. Find local missionary hostels. Many countries have lodges, guest houses, or hostels
specifically for missionaries.  They typically cannot be found through travel websites.  Contact a
local host or missionary and see if there are any such housing opportunities.

4. Arrange for access to kitchen facilities. If you have a location with a group kitchen, that
will help you save money because cooking your own food is always cheaper than eating out.
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5. Plan and prepare early. Time is always a money saver when it comes to travel planning.  Be
sure you set deadlines for participants that leave you with lots of time to plan the travel
arrangements.

6. Always ask about a group discount and age cut offs. Foreign countries might give you
child rates for kids who you think are too old.  Be sure to ask.

7.  Mention you are on a church mission trip.

Short Term Mission Trip Money Saving Tips for Individuals
8. Leave your cell phone at home or buy a local SIM card.  Using your phone overseas is VERY
expensive.  If you think a phone is a must, find a phone with a SIM card slot and buy a local SIM

card when you go overseas. Instead you can get free long distance through the internet [9].

9. Fundraise effectively. Make sure you have a good plan for fundraising.  My book, Short

Term Missions Handbook [10], has a step by step guide on how to fundraise effectively.

10. Apply for passports early. The sooner you need the passport, the more it will cost. 
Passports are expensive enough without needing to pay for an expedited service.

11. Buy clothing items second hand. If you are getting clothes for your trip, you should shop

second hand [11].  If you are looking for a specific item, leave time to shop online.

12.  Visit your doctor and shop around for meds.  Pharmacies often have coupons for new
prescriptions.  Get your prescriptions early and watch for coupons.

13.  Find the cheapest way to exchange foreign currency [12].

Money Saving Tips for Churches and Missions Coordinators
14. Require travel medical insurance. If there is an accident on the field and the family
cannot pay, the church will be asked to assist in the medical costs.  Overseas health insurance is
always important.  In your case, make it required.  Personally, I suggest you purchase insurance
from an insurance broker who will shop multiple companies.

15. Require payments up front. Sometimes people plan to go on mission trips and then
change their minds.  Or they think they will raise the funds, but don’t.  At the least, require a
down payment and full payment before tickets have been purchased.

16. Be selective. It costs a lot of money, time, and effort when someone has to leave the field
because of a moral issue.  In one case where I was involved, it took a day out of the team’s
schedule to deal with the moral issue, and nearly $2,000 for the teen and a chaperon to change
their flights to get back to the States.  Avoid the headaches and cost by having a good screening
system in place.
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17. Educate and prepare participants. One way to save money is by being as useful as
possible on the field.  This is more about adding value than saving money.  Obviously, I

recommend our Short Term Missions Handbook [13], as it includes all of the practical tips
necessary for preparing for a short term mission trip.

Photo by breezy421 [14].

Do you have any other money saving tips for a short term mission trip?
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