
 
DIFFERENT 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
 
“Why was I not aware? I have been nothing but lucky”  
– David Letterman (interview Barak Obama) 
 
Racism = “allowing one’s attitude, opinion or presumptions about a 
particular person to be determined by, influenced, or influenced by 
the race of that person.” - Encarta encyclopedia 
 
Is there racism in Canada? 
 
From a distance  it’s easy to make assumptions.  
 
We are to define our humanity in terms of our faith, not our faith in 
terms of our humanity. 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in 
our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them.” 
 
All human life in created in the image of God. 
 
So why isn’t the church leading the way on this issue? 
 
Some of the racial divisions in 1st Century Church 

a) Jews 
b) Gentiles 
c) Slaves 
d) Freedmen 
e) Women 

 

Acts 10:9-15    “About noon the following day as they were on 
their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof 
to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and 
while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to 
earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. Then a 
voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”  “Surely not, Lord!” 
Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 
The voice spoke to him a second time,  
“Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 
 
Acts 15 – Jerusalem Council  “cultural concessions” 
 
Galatians 2:12 “Before certain men came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw 
back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid 
of those who belonged to the circumcision group.” 
 
Galatians 2:13 “The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that 
by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.” 
 
To satisfy his own race, he disobeyed God. 
 
Galatians 2:20  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 
Your identity first is in Jesus. 
 
"Men often hate each other because they fear each other; they fear 
each other because they don't know each other; they don't know 
each other because they cannot communicate; they cannot 
communicate because they are separated."   Martin Luther King 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Community Groups Study Guide  

Week of March 4, 2018 
 
40 Days of Community Series. As this campaign leads up to Easter it 
seeks to deepen the fellowship in our church and help us reach out 
beyond our church. There is this pressure to isolate and be a 
pretend-aholic. We fulfill God’s purposes better together. 
 
HANG OUT 
1. After reviewing Sunday’s message, talk about something you 

learned or any questions that remain. 
 
2. Have you ever had a personal experience with racism? Either 

directed against you, or as an unwelcome feeling rising up 
inside you, or directed towards another person or group? Talk 
about it. 

 
HEAR 
Share a time you made a bad situation worse, by something you 
said or did. 
Read Acts 17:17-31 
How does Paul deal with issues of racial unity whole presenting the 
gospel to non-believers? 
 
Does Paul Model the principles for evangelism found in 1 Peter 
3:16? List examples. 
 
How does Paul, himself a Jew with every reason to consider himself 
extra special (Philippians 3:2-10) deal with the issue of racial 
heritage and nationalism in verse 26? 
 
How does Paul make an extra effort to bridge cultural differences in 
this passage? (see verse 28) 
 
In what ways could your racial heritage tempt you to consider 
yourself “extra special”? How does your Christianity influence your 
ethnic pride? 
 

 
 
 
What is one thing you can do this week to stretch yourself in the 
area of racial unity with Christians and racial harmony with others? 
 
TAKING IT HOME - PRAYER  
Read 1 John 1:9 together… 
Take time to pray alone about situations where you acted in a racist 
manner toward individuals or groups.  
Confess these to God. 
Pray for each other that you would have resilience to constantly live 
out Galatians 3:28. 
That God would give us the eyes to see any prejudice we may have 
and that we would have the resolve and urgency deal with it. That 
our hearts would break for any racial or class injustice we see and 
we would take action. 
 
BETWEEN COMMUNITY GROUPS 
Memorize… “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” -Galatians 
2:20 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Community Group Celebration Seder Thurs, March 29 – 7pm 
Good Friday Service – 3pm 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service & Pancake Breakfast 
Alpha Course – Begins April 1 
 
EDUCATING YOURSELF: SOME THINGS YOU CAN DO 
As a group or individually: 
WATCH: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peLd_jtMdrc 
VISIT: Six nations cultural center in Brantford 
http://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/   
 
 


