
 

 

 Community Groups Study Guide  
Week of October 21, 2018 

 
A CLASH OF KINGDOM Series.  By looking at how the Apostle Paul 
communicated the Good News of Christ to Philippi we will in turn 
examine the message we are conveying to the world around us 
Session #4 – The Philippian Jailer 
 
HANG OUT 
What motivates some people to keep the faith and expect great 
things to happen while others can’t even face the obstacle(s), much 
less strive to overcome it (them)? 

OPENING THOUGHTS (Read Together) 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-you and your 
household.” Then they spoke the world of the Lord to him and to all 
the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them 
and washed their wounds, then immediately he and all his household 
were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal 
before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in 
God-he and his whole household.”   -Acts 16:31-34 

WATCH VIDEO (32 Minutes) 
 
BIBLE DISCOVERY & DISCUSSION 
The story of Paul, Silas, and the Philippian jailer is non-stop drama of 
tremendous consequence-the late-night earthquake, the release 
without escape for the prisoners, the jailer’s deliverance from 
suicide, the baptism of his household, attending to the wounds of 
Paul and Silas, and Paul’s claim to citizenship and insistence on 
honorable treatment from those who had abused him.  
 How memorable do you think each of these events was in the 
minds of at least some of the people of Philippi?  
 What impact might these events have had on how the gospel 
of Christ was received by specific people in Philippi-Roman soldiers 
and authorities, prisoners, slaves, Jesus followers, and others? 
 What events unfolded in Philippi (Acts 16:16-22) that 
illustrate the deep rift between the kingdom of Rome (the kingdom 
of this world) and the kingdom of heaven (the kingdom of God)? 

Do you think Paul and Silas anticipated that something like this might 
happen? Why or why not? 

What issue caused the uproar? Was it what Paul said and taught or 
how he put God on display through his actions? 

In what ways is the “citizenship” of the parties involved-the slave 
owners, Paul, the mob, the magistrates-evident in this interaction? 

FAITH LESSON 
Do people recognize you as a citizen of heaven, or do they see more 
of the world’s citizenship in your lifestyle and relationships? 

Write out some important things that you think distinguish a citizen 
of heaven in your world. How will you put them into practice in your 
daily life and interaction with others, starting today? 

CLOSING (1 Minute) 
Read 1 Peter 2:12 aloud together: “Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” 

Then pray, thanking God that he not only has redeemed us but has 
made us his partners in redeeming others from bondage to the 
kingdom of this world. Ask for his forgiveness for the times we forget 
(or ignore) that we are citizens of his kingdom who have been given 
the privilege of serving him so that we might make him known to a 
world that desperately needs him. Ask him for wisdom, grace, and 
faithfulness to live good lives that bring glory, honor, and praise to  
his holy name. 

BIBLE VERSE MEMORIZATION 
“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you 
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us.”   1 Peter 2:12 

TAKING IT HOME - OPTIONAL 
*Do one of the In-Depth Personal Study Sessions (hard copies at CG 
booth; available on church website: 
https://richviewchurch.com/programs/cg-notes# 


