
 

 

 Community Groups Study Guide  
Week of October 21, 2018 

 
A CLASH OF KINGDOM Series.  By looking at how the Apostle Paul 
communicated the Good News of Christ to Philippi we will in turn 
examine the message we are conveying to the world around us 
Session #4 – The Philippian Jailer (ADVANCED) 
 
HANG OUT 
What motivates some people to keep the faith and expect great 
things to happen while others can’t even face the obstacle(s), much 
less strive to overcome it (them)? 

OPENING THOUGHTS (Read Together) 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-you and your 
household.” Then they spoke the world of the Lord to him and to all 
the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them 
and washed their wounds, then immediately he and all his household 
were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal 
before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in 
God-he and his whole household.”   -Acts 16:31-34 

WATCH VIDEO (32 Minutes) 
 
BIBLE DISCOVERY & DISCUSSION 

Paul was born a Jew in the city of Tarsus, a wealthy 
commercial center of the Gentile world. For at least some of his early 
years, his family lived in the context of the social, educational, 
financial, philosophical, and moral values of the Roman world. But his 
family were Pharisees, so they would have been devoted to righteous 
living in obedience to Torah. Paul took his heritage and calling as a 
Jew very seriously. In what ways do we know he was a “citizen” of 
the kingdom of heaven as the Jews of his day understood it? Make a 
list! (See Exodus 19:3-6; Deuteronomy 5:32-33; 6:4-5; Acts 22:3-5; 
Acts 22:3-5; 2 Corinthians 11:22; Philippians 3:3-6.) 

What other citizenship did Paul rightfully claim that was very 
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important in the world in which he lived? (See Acts 22:24-28.) 

How Paul Became a Roman Citizen 
Luke’s account of Paul’s ministry reveals that Paul was born a Roman 
citizen (Acts 22:28), which was unusual for a Jew. Although Luke 
doesn’t reveal how Paul’s family became citizens, the writings of 
Jerome, one of the great Church Fathers (342-420 AD), offers a 
plausible explanation. Jerome lived in Israel and named Gischela in 
northern Galilee as the hometown of Paul’s parents. Apparently, his 
parents participated in a revolt against Rome, were captured, and 
subsequently were sold as slaves to a Roman citizen in Tarsus. Later 
they were freed, becoming Roman citizens, which enabled their son 
to be a Roman citizen as well.1 
 Legitimate children of Roman citizens were required to be 
registered within thirty days of birth. The child’s name was entered 
on the register in that province, and a testation, a document not 
unlike a birth certificate, provided proof of the child’s citizenship. A 
person would normally keep the testation in a small wooden tablet 
called a diptych.2We do not know whether Paul carried such a 
document with him, but the penalty for making a false claim of 
Roman citizenship was severe. Because the Roman authorities 
apparently did not question Paul’s citizenship, it is likely to show 
some evidence for his claim. 

Paul knew that as a Jew he was called to a life of obedience 
to God’s commands in order to fulfill his priestly mission of making 
God known to his world. After Jesus met Paul on the road to 
Damascus, what specific instructions did Paul receive regarding how 
he was to fulfill the mission? (See Acts 22:21.) 

How did Paul view his role in fulfilling the mission? (See 
Romans 15:15-19.) 

In what ways do you think Paul’s citizenship in two kingdoms-
the kingdom of heaven as a Jew and a follower of Jesus, and the 
kingdom of Rome as a Roman citizen-prepared him for the mission? 
 What events unfolded in Philippi (Acts 16:16-22) that 
illustrate the deep rift between the kingdom of Rome (the kingdom 
of this world) and the kingdom of heaven (the kingdom of God)? 

Do you think Paul and Silas anticipated that something like 
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this might happen? Why or why not? 
What issue caused the uproar? Was it what Paul said and 

taught or how he put God on display through his actions? 
In what ways is the “citizenship” of the parties involved-the 

slave owners, Paul, the mob, the magistrates-evident in this 
interaction? 
FAITH LESSON 

In a letter from an early believer named Mathetes to 
Diognetus, we see a powerful description of how Christians lived as 
citizens of heaven during the late first and early second centuries: 
“Christians are not distinguished from other men by country, 
language, not by the customs that they observe. They do not inhabit 
cities of their own, use a particular way of speaking, nor lead a life 
marked out by any curiosity. The course of conduct they follow has 
not been devised by the speculation and deliberation of inquisitive 
men. They do not, like some, proclaim themselves the advocates of 
merely human doctrines. 
 Instead, they inhabit both Greek and barbarian cities, 
however things have fallen to each of them. And it is while following 
the customs of the natives in clothing, food and the rest of ordinary 
life that they display to us their wonderful and admittedly striking 
way of life. 
 They live in their own countries, but they do so as those who 
are just passing through. As citizens they participate in everything 
with others, yet they endure everything as if they were foreigners. 
Every foreign land is like their homeland to them, and every land of 
their birth is like a land of strangers.  
 They marry, like everyone else, and they have children, but 
they do not destroy their offspring. They share a common table, but 
not a common bed. 
 They exist in the flesh, but they do not live by the flesh. They 
pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey 
the prescribed laws, all the while surpassing the laws by their lives. 
They love all men and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and 
condemned. They are put to death and restored to life.They are poor, 
yet make many rich. They lack everything, yet they overflow in 
everything. 
 They are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor they are 

glorified; they are spoken ill of and yet are justified; they are reviled 
but bless; they are insulted and repay the insult with honor; they do 
good, yet are punished as evildoers; when punished, they rejoice as if 
raised from the dead. They are assailed by the Jews as barbarians; 
they are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are 
unable to give any reason for their hatred.” 
 These devoted believers were not known by what they said, 
but by how they lived! They were continuing the mission God had 
given to Israel, the mission Jesus lived and taught, the mission Paul 
brought to the Gentiles! 

Do people recognize you as a citizen of heaven, or do they see more 
of the world’s citizenship in your lifestyle and relationships? 

Write out some important things that you think distinguish a citizen 
of heaven in your world. How will you put them into practice in your 
daily life and interaction with others, starting today? 

CLOSING (1 Minute) 
Pray, thanking God that he not only has redeemed us but has made 
us his partners in redeeming others from bondage to the kingdom of 
this world. Ask for his forgiveness for the times we forget (or ignore) 
that we are citizens of his kingdom who have been given the privilege 
of serving him so that we might make him known to a world that 
desperately needs him. Ask him for wisdom, grace, and faithfulness 
to live good lives that bring glory, honor, and praise to  his holy name. 

BIBLE VERSE MEMORIZATION 
“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you 
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us.”   1 Peter 2:12 

TAKING IT HOME - OPTIONAL 
*Do one of the In-Depth Personal Study Sessions (hard copies at CG 
booth; available on church website: 
https://richviewchurch.com/programs/cg-notes# 


