
 

 

 Community Groups Study Guide  
Week of October 7, 2018 

 
A CLASH OF KINGDOM Series.  By looking at how the Apostle Paul 
communicated the Good News of Christ to Philippi we will in turn 
examine the message we are conveying to the world around us 
Session #2 – The Believers 
 
HANG OUT 
What would you say is the most important thing a person can know? 
 
OPENING THOUGHTS (Read Together) 
“One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the 
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. 
“If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay 
at my house.” And she persuaded us.”  -Acts 16:14-15 

WATCH VIDEO (29 Minutes) 
 
BIBLE DISCOVERY & DISCUSSION 
In what ways does the picture of community in the family of God as 
presented in the video differ from your understanding or experience 
of Christian community? 

The apostle Paul was a Pharisee and a rabbi who had been 
thoroughly trained in the Text by one of the most highly respected 
rabbis of his time. He was deeply committed to obeying God’s 
commands in every way possible. He described himself as being born 
into the tribe of Benjamin, circumcised on the eighth day, zealous for 
God, and faultless in righteous living based on the Law of Moses. He 
enthusiastically embraced Israel’s mission to be a kingdom of priests 
who would display God’s character to all people so that they would 
come to know him. And when Paul met the resurrected Jesus on the 
road to Damascus and recognized him as the Messiah, he embraced 
the mission of redemption as Jesus defined it for him. Read Exodus 
19:3-6 to refresh your memory of the mission God gave to his people 
at Mount Sinai. 

What happened at Mount Sinai was a pivotal, defining moment for 
God’s people. How does the mission that God gave his chosen 
partners there relate to the mission God has given all followers of 
Jesus? (See John 20:19-21; 1 Peter 2:9-10.) 

What specific mission did Paul receive following his encounter with 
Jesus on the road to Damascus? (See Acts 9:3-6, 15). 

Do you think this was a mission Paul expected to be given, one he 
found easy to pursue? Why or why not? 

FAITH LESSON 
Each of us who is a follower of Jesus is redeemed by his gracious 
sacrifice, filled with the presence of God’s Spirit, and called as a 
partner in his redemptive community to be a living example of what 
restoration to God’s shalom looks like. Have you caught the mission? 
How do you know? 
 
What in your life and the way you live needs to better represent your 
high calling so that others will discover what God is like, submit to his 
authority as King, and join his household of faith? 

BIBLE VERSE MEMORIZATION 
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”   - Matthew 5:14-16 

TAKING IT HOME - OPTIONAL 
*Do one of the In-Depth Personal Study Sessions (hard copies at CG 
booth; available digitally on church website 
 
RICHVIEW PRAISE AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
Ask for passion, commitment, and strength from him to be faithful 
partners who hold his light high in a broken world so that others will 
come to know and glorify him. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 


