
 

 

 Community Groups Study Guide  
Week of September 30, 2018 

 
A CLASH OF KINGDOM Series.  By looking at how the Apostle Paul 
communicated the Good News of Christ to Philippi we will in turn 
examine the message we are conveying to the world around us 
Session #1 – The Gospel of Caesar 
 
HANG OUT 
Have anyone share a life experience where the doors kept getting 
slammed in their face? How did they stay motivated? 
 
OPENING THOUGHTS (Read Together) 
“After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for 
Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. From there we traveled 
to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of 
Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.” Acts 16:10-12 
 
WATCH VIDEO (32 Minutes) 
 
BIBLE DISCOVERY & DISCUSSION 
What is ironic about Jesus’ claim to deity when compared to that of 
Caesar Augustus? 

Caesar Augustus became “lord” by political action, military victory, 
and official decree. Many thousands sacrificed their lives in battle so 
that he could gain power and recognition for himself. The divine right 
to rule that Caesar Augustus claimed for himself was confirmed by 
the authority and dominance he wielded. In contrast, what was Jesus 
willing to sacrifice for the benefit of others, and why did that make 
Him worthy in the eyes of God? (See Philippians 2:6-11.) 

Explain how the attitude and actions of Jesus that God deemed worthy 
of recognition and honor were opposite those held by Caesar and the 
community of Philippi.  

Even though there is no indication that Paul overtly critiqued Caesar 
Augustus or labeled his claims to be lord and god as fraudulent, what 
impact do you think his presentation of the news about Jesus might 
have had on people in Philippi? 

FAITH LESSON 
As followers of Jesus, we bring a radical message “the good news” of 
the Son of God, Lord and Savior, who sacrificed Himself to bring true 
peace-harmony with God, harmony with others, and to the best of 
our ability, harmony with all of creation. Words alone will not 
convince our broken world of the truth of the gospel of Christ. If we 
live a self-righteous, self-serving, self-absorbed, narcissistic lifestyle, 
we won’t persuade anyone of the radical truth of the gospel-they 
already live this way. Many in Philippi became convinced that the 
gospel of Christ was true by what they heard and saw in Paul, Silas, 
Timothy and Luke. It is not different for us. 

By which gospel do you live? The gospel of this world or the gospel of 
the kingdom of heaven? 

What needs to change in your heart, mind, and life so that people 
will come to know who God really is? 

BIBLE VERSE MEMORIZATION 
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all 
of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” -Philippians 1:3-6 
 
TAKING IT HOME - OPTIONAL 
*Do one of the In-Depth Personal Study Sessions (hard copies at CG 
booth; available on church website 
 
RICHVIEW PRAISE AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 


