
STUDY 2| Paul Pursues the Mission 
The Very Words of God 
“…because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me 
the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become 
acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”                Romans 15:15-16 
 
Bible Discovery  
The Apostle Paul: Itinerant Rabbi to the Gentiles  

Paul has been described as the first “rabbi to the Gentiles.” That designation 
acknowledges Paul's faithful commitment to the Torah and his great passion to bring the gospel 
of Jesus to people who were not Jews. It also recognizes Paul’s commitment to continue the 
mission God gave to Israel: to be a light to the Gentiles and to make God’s name known to all 
nations. Paul pursued that mission as a teacher-a “rabbi” in the Jewish way of thinking-who 
traveled widely in order to present Jesus as Savior and Lord and invite all people to accept the 
reign of God in their lives and become disciples who lived as Jesus lived (1 John 2:6). 
 

1. What do we know from the Text about Paul’s training in the Torah and his commitment to obey 
God according to the practices of the Jewish faith? (See Acts 22:1-5; 26:4-5; Philippians 3:3-7.) 
 
Considering Paul’s background, how well had God prepared him for his ministry to the 
Gentiles? 
 

2. At the time Paul met Jesus, he was zealously committed to his Jewish faith even to the point of 
defending God’s name (meaning his character and reputation) by persecuting early followers of 
Jesus. From that perspective, how did Paul come to know that God had chosen to be a rabbi 
who would testify that Jesus was Savior and Lord, and specifically that he was to fulfill that 
mission to the Gentiles? (See Acts 9:1-7; 26:12-18.) 
 
How committed was Paul to carry out his God-given mission of preaching the gospel of Jesus? 
(See Acts 9:19-28; 26:19-20.) 
 
How did he view his role as a Jew in fulfilling the mission to the Gentiles? (See Romans 15:8-19.) 
 
DATA FILE 
Paul, Itinerant Rabbi to the Gentile World  
After meeting the resurrected Jesus on the Damascus Road, Paul accepted the same commission 
God gave to Paul's ancestors at Mount Sinai, the same commission Jesus gave to his disciples-to 
display him accurately to the world so that people of all nations would come to know him. In 
pursuit of this God-given mission, Paul lived out the message of kiddush ha shem (seeking to 
honor God and increase his reputation by everything he did) with a level of dedication and fervor 
rarely seen. Toward that end, he made three teaching journeys that are documented in the book 
of Acts. There is also a hint that he made a fourth teaching trip, although we know little a nothing 
about it from the Text.  



On his first journey (Acts 13-14),1 Saul (his name at the time) and Barnabas were sent out 
by the faith community of Antioch. They spent time in Cyprus, the homeland of Barnabas, where 
Sergius Paulas, the Roman proconsul, decided to follow Jesus. He is the first named believer of 
Saul's teaching and presumably the reason Saul began using the name Paul. From Cyprus, they  
 

 
 
PAUL'S FIRST TEACHING JOURNEY  
went to Antioch of Pisidia the hometown of Sergius Paulus. Then they moved on to Iconium, 
Lystra, Derbe, and Perga. Finally, they returned to Antioch, retracing their steps to visit believers 
in the cities where they had taught.  

On Paul's second teaching tour (Acts 15:36-18:22), he was accompanied by Silas, not 
Barnabas, They retraced the route of Paul's previous tour, stopping in all the cities where he 
had taught previously. They continued west, but the Spirit prevented Paul from going into the 
province of Asia or into Bithynia. Then, While in Troas, Paul had a vision of a man from 
Macedonia (Greece) pleading for help which Paul took as God's leading to teach in the region. 
Immediately he sailed across the Aegean Sea to Neapolis, where he continued his journey on 
the Via Egnatia toward Philippi.  

After establishing a community of believers in Philippi, Paul went on to Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens, and Corinth, where he stayed for an extended period of time. When he left Corinth 
to return to Jerusalem, Paul stopped in Ephesus and left his coworkers Aquila and Priscilla there 
to continue teaching the gospel. After spending time with followers of Jesus in Jerusalem, Paul 
returned to Antioch, from where he started his third teaching tour (Acts 18:23-21:19).2 
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PAUL'S SECOND TEACHING JOURNEY  

On his third teaching journey, Paul followed the interior road from Antioch to Ephesus, 
passing through the cities where he had established faith communities on his first tour, After 
spending more than two years in Ephesus, the commercial center for the entire province of 
Asia, he then visited believers in the cities of Greece where he had taught previously and sailed 
back to Troas, From there he sailed to Miletus where he met with leaders of the Ephesian 
believers, then sailed to Caesarea and walked to Jerusalem.  

In Jerusalem. Paul was falsely accused and arrested. Because of threats to his life, he was 
imprisoned in Caesarea where he appealed his case to Caesar in Rome. So Paul's fourth and final 
teaching journey (Acts 22-28) began with a trip to a prison in Rome. While in prison, Paul 
continued to write and teach. He apparently was released for a time and may have traveled to 
Crete, Colossae, Ephesus, Philippi, Spain, Corinth, and Miletus. Tradition holds that Paul was 
again arrested in Asia and taken to Rome where he was beheaded-as was his right as a Roman 
citizen during the persecutions of Emperor Nero.  
 

3. When Paul began his second teaching journey in pursuit of his mission to teach the gospel and 
make God known, he retraced the route of his first teaching tour and visited the church he had 
established in Galatia. He was eager to move on to new territory, but for a reason unknown to 
him, what happened-not once, but twice? (See Acts 16:1-7.)  
 

4. How did Paul respond to this unexpected circumstance? (See Acts 16:8-12.) 



 
What did Paul do when he felt he at last received leading from God? 
 
Do you think Paul had any idea what would result when he took the next step, or what the step 
after it would be? Why or why not?  
 
What enables a follower Jesus to faithfully take that next step into the unknown?  
 
DATA FILE  
How Paul Understood His Mission  

Paul’s Account of His Mission Hebrew Bible Account of Israel’s Mission 
Acts 26:12-18 Ezekiel 1:25-2:1 
Jesus appeared as a light bringer than sun 
Paul fell to the ground 
Jesus told Paul to “get up” 
Jesus spoke to Paul and gave a mission 
Paul sent to Israel and Gentiles 

God appeared as brilliant light 
Ezekiel fell face down 
God told Ezekiel to “stand up” 
God spoke to Ezekiel and gave a mission 
Ezekiel sent to Israel 

Galatians 1:13-16 Isaiah 49:1-6 
Paul set apart from birth 
Paul sent to Israel and Gentiles 

God chose Isaiah before he was born 
Isaiah to be light to Israel and Gentiles 

Galatians 1:13-16 Jeremiah 1:5 
Paul set apart from birth 
Paul sent to Israel and Gentiles 

Jeremiah set apart before conception 
Jeremiah sent as prophet to Gentiles 

 
REFLECTION 
Like Paul, every follower of Jesus has been called to be a priest of God’s kingdom who puts God 
on display by everything he or she does or says. In order to serve God passionately, we must be 
“all in” in our commitment to be in the place he desires-whether it’s the college we choose, the 
career we pursue, where we decide to live, or what our family lifestyle will be. We need to 
make every significant life choice in light of how we demonstrate what God is like in that 
environment. 

No matter how committed we are to the mission, none of us knows what lies ahead. We 
will, as Paul did, encounter obstacles to going where we believe God wants us to be. Paul 
demonstrates faithfulness be being willing to adjust his plans when God seemed to close the 
doors, even when it must have seemed strange to him. As he confronted obstacles, he kept 
trying different possibilities, all the while trusting God to determine to the final destination by 
removing some possibilities and making new ones available. 

So what will we do? How will we be faithful when we face unexpected obstacles in 
pursuing the mission Jesus has given to us? How will we respond when we find ourselves in a 
totally different place or situation than we thought Jesus wanted? Will we trust God to lead us 
when it’s not where we think we should go? 



Read Mark 6:45-56 and consider the unexpected lesson Jesus’ disciples experienced as 
they obeyed Jesus and set off for a brief boat trip along the northern shore of the Sea of 
Galilee-from near Capernaum to Bethsaida. 

The disciples had just witnessed a great miracle, so they probably were excited when 
they launched their boat. But, despite their best efforts, what happened to the disciples, and 
how difficult was it from them? 
 
If you had been one of the disciples, what might you have thought about that experience and 
what Jesus wanted you to do? 
 
Where did the disciples end up, and what happened when they got there? What do you think 
the disciples may have realized about following Jesus and understanding his leading? 
 
As you consider what you have explored through this study what have you realized about 
pursuing the mission Jesus has given you to make him known in your world? 
 
What is your commitment to be a “partner” with God in that mission, and how much personal 
effort and sacrifice are you willing to put into the task? 
 
What tests your faithfulness in pursuing the mission, and what is your commitment to taking 
that one next step into the “unknown”? 
 


