FINDING MEANING IN LIFE
OCTOBER 5, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in basement… forms and pictures
After students are registered, send them to Youth Room or Fellowship Room to make “Arsenals”
Extra boxes will be put together for students who do not come to the first night or come late, to be handed out with a bag of mosaic/etc. décor for home decoration


7:15p   –   Games OUTSIDE!!!
At 7:15, EVERYONE goes outside (whether they’re done or not) – late comers can get a box and bag to go later
Arsenals need to be put on designated table
We need two volunteers to clean up downstairs –  

Bananas/Nylons Game – Choose one person from 6th, 7th, 8th, HS and leader to participate.  The object is to eat an entire banana through pantyhose on their heads.  The leader will need to have towels for those five participants.

Duck, Duck, Goose… Crazy Style! – Everyone in a circle.  We’ll have 15 water balloons filled with shaving cream.  Dan starts as “it.”  On “Goose,” a water balloon is either popped on the person’s head or broken over their head in the hands of “it.”  We’ll need someone after this to get towels for those who were geese.

Todo El Mundo Tag – Everyone is it, tagged people are “out” and sit where they were tagged.


8p   -   Inside
High School youth separate
We need someone at the door to enforce quietness and direct junior high to the sanctuary and senior high to the youth room
Start with Superman clip – Kraig explains at the end and introduces Trazy, who introduces other staff/volunteers
“If I weren’t a youth leader” song – Everyone think of what they’d be if they weren’t a youth leader
Trazy explains rules/expectations, what the Arsenals are, theme for the year, MIA/POW, and announcements

8:20p   -   Prayer, Dismissal
Group prayer, everyone holding hands
T-shirts will be handed out as they exit the sanctuary



NOTES:
We will be having a few National Guard Members to help introduce the theme 

AFTER THE MEETING:
Decide small groups.



What we need for this lesson:


Forms
Camera

5 bananas
3 pair knee-high pantyhose
15 water balloons
Shaving cream

Superman movie, 1978 version

T-shirts


























Superman Movie (PG)
Warner Bros, 1978


You’re here for a reason!


Start time: 30minutes, 00 seconds
Cue: Clark runs alongside a train

End time: 33 minutes, 00 seconds
Cue: Clark says, “Thanks, Dad.”

Clark runs faster than a speeding train to beat some classmates.  Pa chastises Clark for showing off.  Clark asks if it’s wrong to do the things you were made to do.  Pa says it’s not, but emphasizes that Clark was put on earth for a reason that’s far larger than scoring touchdowns.

God has a purpose for everyone, but what is it?  Help your young people find their gifts and talents and discover the purpose God has for them in building His Kingdom.

Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11
How does knowing that God has a plan for you make you feel?
Since God has a plan for you, why doesn’t he come right out and tell you exactly what it is?








Who is God?
OCTOBER 12, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in basement… forms and pictures

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Everyone meet in parking lot
In the parking lot, during registration, we’ll be forming the squads which will be separated after the first night.  Each small group will then be making chalk outlines of each other.  The point is to have everyone in each small group touching at least one other person.  The point will be unity amongst the groups.

7:15-8:20p   –    Squads
Squads will join another squad (ie Brendan and Liz, Dan and Kraig, etc.) to form camps.
Each camp will go to another location, or a base.  One will go to Chris’ backyard.  One will go to Maggie and Dan’s back yard. Another will go to the church parking lot.  Another will go to the park.  At each base, there will be a portable fire-pit, a bag of marshmallows and a couple roasting sticks.
On the way to their base (or once they arrive) students will be encouraged to find something that describes God to them.  Give them examples of things they’re not likely to find such as a pillow (He’s our comforter), a chair (He gives us rest, He supports us), food (He is our provider), etc.
When you arrive at your base, begin with prayer, then BREAK OUT THE MARSHMALLOWS!
While roasting, ask everyone to share what they picked up and what they feel it represents.  If they don’t want to share, they don’t need to do so, but it is strongly encouraged.  And of course, don’t announce that they can pass, or discussion will not happen.
Read Matthew 6:9-13; discuss
Read Exodus 33:12-23; discuss
Read Isaiah 40; discuss
Read Job 38,39; discuss
Make Arsenal card – Deuteronomy 32:4 to be given to leader to put in Arsenals
End in prayer, return to the church



NOTE:
For something fun, I encourage marching and chanting back to the church (kinda like the song we sang during Summer friends?)



AFTER THE MEETING:
Make sure to return fire-pits and roasting sticks (after cleaning them, of course) to their appropriate owners.
Print pictures with name captions, post on wall.

Things we need for this lesson:

4 fire-pits
4 bags of marshmallows
16-20 roasting sticks

Arsenal cards
Writing utensils 









































Squad time:

Matthew 6:9-13
	“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’”

Matthew tells us that God is our Father in heaven.  What do you think about that?  How could God be our Father?  How does God remind us of our own fathers or mothers?
What else do these verses tell us about God?



Exodus 33:12-23
	Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me.  You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’  If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you.  Remember that this nation is your people.” 
	The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”  
	Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.  How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?  What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
	And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
	Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
	And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence.  I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
	Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock.  When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

Exodus tells us that God’s presence is with us and He will give us rest.  When have you felt God’s presence in your life?  Have you ever had a time when you relied on God to give you rest (or to calm you)?
How do you feel about the last part of this story?  The Lord promises Moses all these things and wants us to have faith in Him, however we are not allowed to see His face.  How do you feel about that?



Isaiah 40:27-31
	Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God?”
	Do you know? Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
	Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Can our ways truly be hidden from the Lord?
Do you remember when you first heard about our God?  Do you remember your reaction?
Are there times in your life when you feel weary (tired) or weak?  During those times, do you rely on our Father to give you strength?



Job 38, 39

This would be for a more in depth look at God if needed.  Please pick out a few of the favorites, but make sure that you explain to your youth that God is saying this to Job as an act of reassurance.
Read them with emphasis on the “Do you…” parts.










Who is Jesus?
OCTOBER 19, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in Narthex… forms and pictures

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Everyone meet in parking lot across the street.
WE’RE GONNA PLAY “SHIPWRECK!” (explained on next page)

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Every Move I Make
Jesus Is a Rock
Untitled Hymn with Trazy
Announcements –
o	Upcoming Harvest Party
	Silver Ring Thing
o	Come to Church!
o	Bring POWs
o	Fundraiser, explain accounts 

7:30-7:45p   –   Jesus, “THIS IS YOUR LIFE” Show

7:45-8p   –   Shoestring Relay to get to your Squad Bunks
Everyone ties their shoelaces together (masking tape for those without laces) and attempts to get to their classroom.  It’s a great unity/relationship builder for your group.

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time!










Things we need for this lesson:

4 cones for game

“This is Your Life” skit

1 roll of masking tape per leader
Arsenal cards
Writing utensils




































SHIPWRECK!

Create four corners with cones.  One each side, write either “bow” (front), “stern” (back), “port” (left) or “starboard” (right).  Dan is the captain, who stands at the front of the ship and can choose whether he participates or not.

Announce: Everyone has to do exactly as the captain says or else they’ll be forced to walk the plank!

Captain announces a movement and then crew members must react as quickly and accurately as possible to avoid walking the plank.

Possible Commands –
Make sure to demonstrate these!

Jellyfish – lie on your back with arms and legs jiggling in the air
Sunbathing – lie on your stomach
Fish for Dinner – jump up and down, holding your nose
May I Go to the Bathroom, Captain? – salute while jumping up and down with legs crossed
Dig for Treasure – pantomime digging movements with sound effects
Scrub the Deck – get on hands and knees
Midships – lay belly-down in the middle of the ship
Crow’s Nests – kneel on one knee and pantomime looking through a spyglass
Bow – run to the bow of the ship
Port – run to the port of the ship
Stern – run to the stern of the ship
Starboard – run to the starboard of the ship
Bow (or stern / starboard / port) on fire! – run to the opposite side of the ship
Overboard – grab a partner and get in the piggy back position
Arm the torpedoes – grab a partner and get in the wheelbarrow position
Under attack! – grab a partner and lie across each other like an X
Time for Grub – grab a partner, one makes a table, the other “eats”
Three in a Lifeboat – form a trio, sit on the ground single file and row, singing “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”
Shipwreck – everyone freezes 




Squad time:

Open with prayer.
Discuss how, with the shoestring relay, you needed everyone in your group to move, or else no one was going to go anywhere.  Everyone is important to this group, so explain Squad rules.
A good transition is to say that Jesus is important in our Squad, too, but since we can’t see Him, we should probably talk about Who He Is.

Matthew 16:13-20
	When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
	They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
	“But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say I am?”
	Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
	Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

Who is the Son of Man?
Who was John the Baptist?  Elijah?  Jeremiah?
Who is Jesus?
Why didn’t He want anyone to know that He was the Christ?  (do not answer this for them… just continue on to the next verses)



Matthew 12:15-21
	Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place.  Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was.  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
	“Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight;  I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations.  He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.  In his name the nations will put their hope.”

Again we read of Jesus not wanting His name repeated.  This time, however, He has healed sick people.  Those healed are not to tell who healed them.  What if someone were miraculously healed and they told you about it, but couldn’t tell you who healed them?  What would you think of them?
(Hopefully someone will think to say ‘I’d think they’re crazy’… if not, you say it)
Well, back then, I’m sure they were viewed as crazy, too.  A healer without a name?  That’s nuts!
We also read in this scripture the prophesy of Isaiah.  What does God say about the Son of Man?


Arsenal Cards - give back to leader when finished
Matthew 12:18 - “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight;  I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations.”

End in Prayer.  Make sure to ask for requests!

















Who is the Holy Spirit?
OCTOBER 26, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in Narthex… forms and pictures
Everyone in Sanctuary, with lights low and candles

7-7:15p   –   Worship
Announcements
Every Move I Make
You Surround Me
You Are My All in All

7:15-7:20p   –   Explain the Program
Break small groups apart with pews.
After explaining where the different stations are, the rules while ‘on the move’ and attitude of gratefulness to the volunteers, dismiss groups one by one.  Each leader will have a map/schedule thingy.

7:20-8:20p   –   Stations – 10 minutes each
Calming Chaos Room
Vision Place
Seed Room
Applause Room
Spiritual Portraits Room

8:20p   –   Meet back in Sanctuary for Prayer
Sound of a Smile game












Calming Chaos Room – upstairs classroom
Have the group sit around a rather simple puzzle with the pieces spread out onto a table

Say: The spirit moves.  
Stare at the pieces for a moment.  Notice the disorder.  Think about the world.  Where is there disorder? (pause a few seconds)  
Where is there confusion and chaos? (pause a few seconds)  
Think about your personal world.  Is there confusion in there as well?  (pause a few seconds)
Let’s take a few minutes to put some of these pieces together.  (allow a little time)
As you place each piece, think about the picture that is slowly forming.  Watch as you create order out of chaos.
Genesis 1: 1, 2 says “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”
Genesis 1:31 says “God saw all that He had made and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day.”
What was the world like in the beginning?  What was the Spirit doing? (pause a few seconds)
Our world is often chaotic, but God’s Spirit is a force of creation.
The Spirit takes chaos and turns it into beauty, takes confusion and turns it into clarity, takes disjointed pieces and turns them into a stunning picture.
God’s specialty is bringing peaceful creation to chaos.
He created our world from chaos; he made us new creations from the chaos of sin.
What is chaotic in your life? (pause)
Family? (pause)
Friends? (pause)
Future? (pause)
School? (pause)
All of these can cause confusion, stress, and chaos, but the Spirit brings creative peace.
In the middle of the chaos of your life, the Spirit hovers, just as the Spirit hovered over the formless earth.

*then pray that the Spirit would take the chaos and confusion of our lives and create calm out of chaos.












Vision Place - outside
A volunteer will be outside with at least one pair of binoculars.  Students will be given a chance to look through the binoculars at the sky.

Say: The Spirit moves. (motion to the sky)
How far can you see?
Choose something a little bit away, maybe a leaf or a building.
What can you see?
How much detail can you make out?
Now, each of you will be given a chance to look through these binoculars.
Take a moment to focus on what you were looking at before and then pass the binoculars to another squad member. (take a few moments)
What difference did that make?
What features did you see that you couldn’t see before?  What new aspects did the binoculars let you see?
And then think about a microscope – have you ever looked through one to see the intricate detail in some tiny cells?  Or the incredible complexity of an insect’s wing?  Just think how much we miss if we only user our eyes.
Joel 2:28-29 reads “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, you young men will see vision.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”
The pouring out of God’s Spirit enables his people to dream dreams, to see visions, to picture new possibilities.  Like binoculars or a microscope, the Spirit brings into focus a new kingdom which previously was invisible.
Are you ready for a new way of seeing? (pause)
Are you ready for God to show you His vision for your life and this world? (pause)
Ask God to anoint your dreams, to give you a fresh vision of your part in the kingdom.  Be prepared to see new things, to see the Spirit moving.

*then pray for God to anoint our dreams and give us fresh visions of our part in the kingdom.  Ask God to open our eyes to a new way of seeing, in order to see His visions for our life and our world.














Seed Room – upstairs classroom
A volunteer will have one table set up with several cups filled with dirt, a couple pitchers of water and various seeds (like orange/watermelon/apple seeds).  Students will sit around the table.

Say: The Spirit moves.
Find a seed.  (allow time for each person to get a seed)
Hold the seed in the palm of your hand.
Do you know what potential is locked away inside this seed?  Picture it in your mind as a fully grown plant. (pause a few seconds)
But what will happen to the seed if it stays in the palm of your hand? (pause)
What does it need in order to grow? (pause)
Earth, water, food, and light.
Now, take a cup of dirt. (allow time for each person to get a cup)
Make a small hole in the dirt.  Put the seed in it and cover it with soil.  Give it some water. (allow a little time for this)
In time the seed will push roots down into the soil and send a shoot upward to find the light.  It will stretch and grow.  All the secret potential hidden inside it will be seen and enjoyed.
Galatians 6:7-9 reads “Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
What are you sowing in your life?  (pause a few seconds)
How many of the things you say and do will grow and bear fruit for God? (pause)
How many of your thoughts and attitudes will blossom like beautiful flowers… and fill the air with the scent of the Spirit? (pause)
Probably not all of them – but don’t be discouraged.
Do good; pursue truth; love holiness.
Let the Spirit feed and nurture your heart.
And in time, you WILL reap a harvest.

*then pray that the Spirit feed us spiritually and nurtures our hearts so that we may grow to reap an eternal harvest.













Applause Room – Consistory Room
A volunteer will have a video of a sporting event, with the focus on the cheering crowd.

Say:  The Spirit moves.
Here’s your typical sporting event.  Observe the cheering crowd.  Watch the faces as fans support their team.  Why are they so spirited? so passionate? (pause)
As they root for their team, they seem like a part of the game – consumed by what is playing out before them.
Cheer along.  Applaud! (encourage them to cheer for a few seconds as loud as they can, then hold up your hand to signal silence again)
Now, close your eyes and imagine the applause is not for a player or team, but for God. (pause a few seconds)
Revelation 4:8-11 reads “Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.  Day and night, they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’  Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever.  They lay their crowns before the throne and say: You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”
In Revelation, the Bible paints a picture of Heaven.  Enormous crowds, all of creation, are cheering God on.  People from every nation and era join Heavenly beings in praise of their Maker.
Try to picture that scene. (pause a few seconds)
Next time you are in a large, cheering crowd, close your eyes and remember these verses.  Imagine you are there before God, applauding. (pause)
The Holy Spirit plays an important part in worship.  He moves in sid of us, reminding us that God is present and is good.  He urges us to worship.  He translates our prayers and worship to God.
When you feel the Spirit move, worship.

*then pray that the Spirit will invoke a sense of worship in us, that we may cheer God on as we cheer on our favorite sports teams.  Thank God for the promise of Heaven, where we will be able to partake in endless praise to Him.










Spiritual Portraits Room – upstairs classroom
A volunteer will be in a classroom with two tables, several handheld mirrors, lots of paper and writing utensils (pens, pencils, markers, etc.)

Say: The Spirit moves.
Everyone please take a seat at a piece of paper and a mirror.
Draw a picture of yourself.  Observe your face in a mirror and capture the details on paper. (pause a little bit as everyone gets started)
What things do you like about the way you look? (pause)
What things would you like to change? (pause)
Can you see traces of your parents in your appearance? (pause)
Imagine what your spiritual portrait looks like to God. (pause)
When He looks deep inside you, what does He find there? (pause)
What are you best features? (pause)
What parts of you would God like to remodel? (pause)
Can He find traces of himself inside you? (pause)
Can He see His resemblance as you tell your friends that you belong to Him? (pause)
The Holy Spirit living inside you is like the spiritual DNA that shows you are God’s child.  Others can see the resemblance at a glance.
Philippians 1:6 reads “… being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
God will never just quit or give up on you.  The Holy Spirit is always at work making your insides more beautiful.  You can be sure that, as you grow spiritually, you will look more and more like your Father.
As you make daily decisions about what to do and say, think of the effect each motive and action has on your spiritual portrait.  Are the choices you are making improving your spiritual appearance? (pause)
Work alongside the Holy Spirit to grow in character.  Your insides will be lookin’ good!

*then pray and thank God that He never quits or gives up on us.  Pray that the Holy spirit can help us to make the right decisions in order to improve our spiritual appearance.














What we need for this lesson:
Small, relatively simple puzzle

Binoculars

Seeds
Cups
Water pitchers
Dirt

Video of sporting event
Television

Paper
Writing utensils
Handheld mirrors

Tables set up like woah

Candles































Group 1 Schedule:

7:20 - 7:30   
	Applause Room

7:32 - 7:42
	Vision Place

7:44 - 7:54
	Calming Chaos

7:56 - 8:06
	Seed Room

8:08 - 8:18
	Spiritual Portraits Room
























Group 2 Schedule:

7:20 - 7:30   
	Calming Chaos

7:32 - 7:42
	Seed Room

7:44 - 7:54
	Spiritual Portraits Room

7:56 - 8:06
	Applause Room

8:08 - 8:18
	Vision Place
























Group 3 Schedule:


7:20 - 7:30   
	Seed Room

7:32 - 7:42
	Spiritual Portraits Place

7:44 - 7:54
	Applause Room

7:56 - 8:06
	Vision Place

8:08 - 8:18
	Calming Chaos























Group 4 Schedule:

7:20 - 7:30   
	Spiritual Portraits Room

7:32 - 7:42
	Applause Room

7:44 - 7:54
	Vision Place

7:56 - 8:06
	Calming Chaos

8:08 - 8:18
	Seed Room
























Group 5 Schedule:

7:20 - 7:30   
	Vision Place

7:32 - 7:42
	Calming Chaos

7:44 - 7:54
	Seed Room

7:56 - 8:06
	Spiritual Portraits Room

8:08 - 8:18
	Applause Room













RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD
NOVEMBER 2, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Scrap Paper War

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Romans 16:19
Every Move I Make
Big House

7:30-8p   –   Introduction to Theme	
Announcements
“It’s Not Fair” reading
Bruce Almighty clip
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe reading

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time!




















Bruce Almighty (PG)
(Warner Bros, 1978)


What does it mean for God to be righteous?


Start time: 
Cue: Bruce sits down to check his emails

End time: 
Cue: 

(Brief overview of the clip)

(Brief relation to lesson)

Scripture: 







The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(C.S. Lewis)


Aslan is not safe, but he’s good.


Start page:

End page:

(Brief relation to lesson)

Scripture:






What we need for this lesson:


Tons of scrap paper

“Bruce Almighty” Clip
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Arsenal Cards
Writing utensils

































Squad Time

Open with prayer.
Register anyone that’s new to your group.
Discuss “Bruce Almighty” and The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe with your group.
What did you guys think about the movie?  How did we see the righteousness of God change during that clip?
What did you guys think about the story?  How do you think that story portrayed the righteousness of God?

Matthew 25:31-46
	“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.”
	“The the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.  I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.  I was a stranger and you invited me in.  I needed clothes and you clothed me.  I was sick and you looked after me.  I was in prison and you came to visit me.”
	Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
	The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’
	Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
	They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
	He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
	Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Why will the Son of Man separate the people?
What does the King mean when He says “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me?”
How about you?  Have you fed any hungry people?  Have you refreshed any thirsty people?  Have you invited any strangers into your home?  Have you clothed the needy?  Have you taken care of any sick people?  Have you cared for those in prison?
Do you think God was righteous in His decision of eternal life versus eternal punishment?

Isaiah 55:8,9
	“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.” declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”

What does it mean for God to be righteous?
What would life be like if God weren’t righteous?
If His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts higher than our thoughts, what does this mean about God?
What can He do that we cannot do?  What does He know that we do not know?

End in prayer.

















PROMISES OF GOD
NOVEMBER 9, 2005


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Human Blob - Outside if nice, downstairs if not nice

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Romans 16:19
Pharaoh, Pharaoh
Awesome God (with Sign Language)

7:30-7:50p   –   Introduction to Theme	
Announcements
Interactive Psalm 105
Explanation

7:50-8p   –   Worship 2
God Will Make a Way?
Big House

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time!

















Squad Time

Open with prayer.
Discuss the PowerPoint Picture show.

If you have a testimony of God keeping His promise to you, this would be a good place to share it.
Otherwise, share the following story.

The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small uninhabited island.  He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him and everyday he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming.  Exhausted he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and to store his few possessions.  But then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky.  The worst had happened; everything was lost.  He was stunned with grief and anger.  “God, how could you do this to me?” he cried.  Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island.  It had come to rescue him.  “How did you know I was here?” asked the weary man of his rescuers.  “We saw your smoke signals,” they replied.

What do you guys think about this story?
Has there ever been a time when all seemed to have gone wrong in your life?
How did God use that time for the best?

Psalm 27:14
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.

2 Peter 1:4 
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

What does the word promise mean, anyway?
Why do you make promises to other people?
Does it matter if you break your promises?

God makes promises to us, his children.  God promises in the Bible to always take care of us and He always does what He says He will do.  God loves us and cares about us and we should claim those promises and trust Him.  God doesn’t lie to us, as He is the Ultimate Promise Keeper.

If you were going into battle, would you fight with your fists or bring a sword with you?
God’s promises are our weapons against Satan.
That’s what we mean when we tell you to bring your weapon every week.
We have a great battle to fight, which is why we’re in training for God’s Army.

Matthew 10:26-31
	“So do not be afraid of them.  There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.  What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in Hell.  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet, not one of the will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”

God makes one very important promise in there.  Did anyone notice it?
Not one sparrow will fall to the ground unless it’s God’s will.  It also says that we are worth more than sparrows.
Therefore, God is letting us know that we will not fall to the ground unless it is into our Father’s hands.
How do you feel about that?
**Previously asked – so either ask again (reworded) or use examples of earlier.** Have you ever had something you thought bad happen, only to find out that it was for good?
What about the pictures we saw and the story about the Israelites escaping Egypt?  Or the story of Jacob?  Or the story of Noah?  God made promises to all those people that He would be with them.
Have you ever had someone break a promise to you?
How did you feel?
Have you ever broken a promise to someone else?
What promises do you think God has made?
Do you know if God has ever broken any promises?

Titus 1:2
	… a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.

If God can’t lie, then He can’t break promises.  If He promised it before the beginning of time, can we still count on God’s promises?

Hebrews 6:18
	God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.

This verse tells us again that it is impossible for God to lie and break a promise.

1 Samuel 15:29
	He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not man, that he should change his mind.

Here we have another example of God not changing His mind.  This is powerful stuff, isn’t it?
So, what has God promised us?

Have students look these up.
Several of these will be printed out for their arsenals as well.

Deuteronomy 31:6, 8		*Psalm 4:8			Psalm 33:12
Psalm 37:4-5, 25, 28		*Psalm 55:22			Psalm 145:18
Proverbs 3:5-6		*Isaiah 40:29-31		*Isaiah 41:10
Isaiah 65:24			Jeremiah 33:3		Lamentations 3:22-23
*Matthew 11:28		Matthew 21:22		John 8:31-32
John 10:28			Philippians 4:11-13, 19	Hebrews 4:16
Hebrews 13:5,8		2 Peter 1:4			1 John 5:4
Revelation 21:4










LOVE
NOVEMBER 16, 2005



6p  – Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p 	– All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

6:45p	– Youth Arrive (at The Dock?)

7-7:15p	– Opening Activity
Walk to Dock

7:15-7:30p	– Free time

7:30-7:45p   	– Worship
 
 
I Love You Lord
Love Round “Love the Lord with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind…”

7:45-8p 	– Introduction to the Theme
Fire Nooma
The Breakup
Loving

8-8:20p   	– Squad Time
Pass out invitation cards

8:20-8:30p 	– Walk Back to HARC
















Squad Time

Open with prayer.
Ask the youth to describe love in their own words.
What are their expectations of love?
How does love ‘feel’?
How would they explain love to a five-year-old?
How would they explain love to their boyfriend or girlfriend?
How would they explain love to a non-Christian?

Have them suggest ways that popular songs, television soap operas or movies describe love.
How do those compare to our descriptions?

How is loving a thing different from loving a person?
In what ways are they the same?

The Bible presents a number of illustrations of love.

John 15:12
	My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.

Deuteronomy 6:5
	Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

John 3:16
	For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

1 Corinthians 13
	If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
	Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
	Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
	And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.

Ephesians 5:22-33
	Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
	Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church – for we are members of his body.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will be become one flesh.”  This is a profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church.  However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

What do these illustrations of love have in common?
How are they different?

Without saying “I love you,” how will you speak or show love to someone this week?

End in prayer, make sure to ask for prayer requests.














FRIENDSHIP
DECEMBER 7, 2005



6p  – Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p 	– All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

6:45p	– Youth Arrive (at The Dock?)

7-7:15p	– Opening Activity
Walk to Dock

7:15-7:30p	– Free time
Pizza, pop, games
Registration

7:30-7:45p   	– Worship
Amazing Grace (Fill it Up)
Romans 16:19
Joy
In the Secret

7:45-8p 	– Introduction to the Theme
Prize giveaway
Ask 5 students to come up front, then read “Jim & Craig”
Ask those 5 students what they thought

8-8:20p   	– Squad Time

8:20-8:30p 	– Walk Back to HARC















Squad Time

Open with prayer.

Each leader will have one bucket of warm water, washcloths and towels.
Have students sit in circles and take off their shoes and socks.
Now have them pair up with the person next to them.
Tell them to face their partners to listen to the scripture passage.

I suggest having all the leaders in your group read a portion.

John 13:1-17
	It was just before the Passover Feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.
	The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the mean, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
	He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
	Jesus replied, “You do not realize now that I am doing, but later you will understand.”
	“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
	Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part of me.”
	“Then Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
	Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.  And you are clean, though not every one of you.”  For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
	When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.  “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them.  “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”

Have them now take turns washing each others’ feet.
Some of them may object.  Try convincing them that it’s okay, but some (like me) have this thing inside that dislikes feet altogether.  Then, don’t push it.

Which was more comfortable for you – washing feet or being washed?  Why?
Which is easier for you in a friendship – to give or receive?  Why?
What are ways you can ‘serve’ your friends?

Even though friendships are important to us, many times we want to ‘get’ from friends rather than ‘give’ to them.  If everyone did this all the time, no one would ever get.  Jesus is the perfect friend who wants to be your friend – your best friend.  He wants to give his love to you.  Jesus will never leave you and by following Jesus, you can serve others better.

Close in prayer, giving them time to silently lift up their friends.

Before leaving, say “Remember, when everyone gives, everyone gets.  For instance, you weren’t praying for yourself, but everyone was being prayed for.  Although you must pray for yourself too, giving to others is the secret of being a good friend.”
















FAMILY
DECEMBER 14, 2005



6p  – Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p 	– All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

6:45p	– Youth Arrive

7-7:15p	– Opening Activity
Three-Leg Balloon Popping Race-type Game… Get it?

7:15-7:30p	– Worship
Father, I Adore You
Sing Alleluia
Shine, Jesus, Shine
Big, Big House

7:30-8:30p 	– Squad Time


















Squad Time

Open with prayer.

Knot game: Have everyone stand in a circle.  Have them put their hands in the circle and grab two different persons’ hands that aren’t next to them.  Without letting go, untangle yourselves.  If they do it quickly, do it again!
This activity is like family problems we experience sometimes.  We get tabled up in frustrations; we need time and cooperation to work things out.  During our meeting, we’re going to work together and support each other.



Paper symbols: Give each kid a sheet of paper.  Tell them to tear or shape their paper into a symbol that represents how they feel about their family.  (For example, someone might tear the paper into strips to show everyone’s torn apart or crush it into a ball to show anger.)
Go around the circle and have kids, one by one, explain their symbol to the group.  Not only should they say what it is, but why they made it that way.  Save the symbols for later.



Dear Abby: Give each person two pieces of paper and a marker (everyone gets a different color).
Say: “We’re going to support each other in a fun, anonymous way.  Are you familiar with ‘Dear Abby’ in the newspaper?  People write to her about their problems and she gives them suggestions.  We’re going to write to ‘Dear Abby,’ only the group members will give suggestions.  Write two different problems or struggles you face with your family.  Write one on each paper, and don’t sign your name.  After you’ve written your problems, fold them once and put them into the container in the middle of the room.”
After all the “Dear Abby” notes are in the bag, randomly draw one and read it aloud.  Then have the group members respond.  They can offer help, ideas, solutions and understanding.  Continue this for all the problems in the bag.  Kids will probably ‘claim’ their problems if they trust the group.
Take note of any kids with special needs or issues that may need to be addressed by a professional.  This is the reason you gave the kids markers of a variety of colors, so that YOU know who wrote which one.  No one else should know this, though.  If a student opens up about abuse or neglect, these need to be brought to Trazy IMMEDIATELY following the meeting.  If at all possible, ask the student to stay a few minutes so that she can meet with them, also.



Scripture Hope: Place your paper cross in the center of the group.  Hand out Bibles and assign each person one of these Bible passages:

Matthew 14:16		Romans 8:38-39		Ephesians 3:16-18
Matthew 11:28-30	Romans 12:17-21	Hebrews 13:5
Romans 8:31-32		1 Corinthians 10:13

Give kids time to find and read their Bible passages.  Have kids, one by one, each read their passage aloud and complete the phrase, “The good news here for me is…” As kids finish sharing have them tape their newspaper symbols onto the newspaper cross.  Remind them that Jesus gives hope and new life in family situations.



Personal Goals: Give each person a piece of paper.  Make sure everyone still has a pencil.  Have kids divide the pieces of paper into two columns: On one half they should write “One thing I want to get rid of…”; on the other half, “One thing I want to make new…”  Have them complete the sentences.  Give suggestions such as “I want to get rid of my temper or bad attitude” or “I want to make new my relationship with my dad.”
Ask kids to first tell what they want to get rid of (They have the option to pass.) After they’ve shared, have them each tear off that half of the page and “get rid of it” by putting it in the coffee can.
Next, have the kids tell what they want to make new.  Have them place that paper around the cross as a symbol that Christ helps make things new.



Thanksgiving:  When everyone is done, have them take their “new” commitment papers and their coats and head outside.  Under the carport, burn the papers in the coffee can.  Stand around the can in a circle, hold hands and pray a prayer of thanksgiving for their families.  Close with a group hug.















SILENCE
JANUARY 11, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Tails, You’re It!

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship


7:30-7:50p   –   Introduction to Theme	
To Listen (on next page)
Explanation of Silence stations

7:50-8p   –   Worship 2
Sanctuary

8-8:20p   –   Silence Stations
Kneel at the Cross
Art from the Heart
Light a Candle
Write a letter
Sit quietly and meditate

8:20-8:30p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack
Pass out arsenals
Pass out Pizza Hut Books (3 maximum)













Tails, You’re It!

Gather everyone in the front of the sanctuary.  Take a coin and tell everyone to declare heads or tails affiliation by placing one hand either on his or her head or on his or her behind.  Flip the coin.  If the coin comes up heads, heads are “It.”  All the heads then charge about, trying to tag all the tails.
Have all the players maintain their hand positions while running.  Then, if a tail is tagged, s/he indicates a tagged status by putting both hands on his posterior and standing with legs well spread.  Uncaught tails can free tagged tails by crawling through the tagged players’ legs and yelling “Tails Free!”
If a coin comes up tails, tails are “It.”  When a head is tagged, s/he indicated a tagged status by putting both hands on top of his/her head and freezes with legs spread apart.  Uncaught heads can free their frozen teammates by crawling through their legs and yelling, “Heads Free!”To Listen:
All of these are things are to be said/done at the same time.  If you don’t have a microphone, yell as loud as you can.

This is by order of removal:
Dee: (2)  DO YOUR HOMEWORK!  HAVE YOU STUDIED YOUR MATH?  WHO TAUGHT YOU HOW TO SPELL?  DON’T RUN IN THE HALLS!  GO TO THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE!

Jon: (3)  CAN YOU HELP ME WITH MY HOMEWORK?  CAN YOU PICK ME UP AFTER SCHOOL TOMORROW?  CAN I GO TO TACO BOY WITH YOUR FRIENDS?  CAN I BORROW SOME MONEY FOR LUNCH TOMORROW?

Krystina: (4)  DO YOU HOMEWORK!  DO YOUR CHORES!  IRON THAT SHIRT!  HAVE YOU FED YOUR FISH LATELY?  WHY THE PRINCIPAL CALL OUR HOUSE?  WHAT TIME WILL YOU BE HOME?  NO!  NO, YOU CAN’T!

Ang & Paula: (5)  WANNA HANG OUT TONIGHT?  DO YOU LIKE HIM?  DOES THIS MAKE ME LOOK FAT?  SHOULD I SNEAK OUT OF THE HOUSE?  WHAT TIME IS CHURCH TOMORROW?  IF EVERYONE ELSE IS DOING IT, LET’S GO!  OH MY GOSH, OH MY GOSH, OH MY GOSH!  I CAN’T BELIEVE THEY BROKE UP!  HOW ARE YOU GETTING TO THE MALL?  WHY DOESN’T ANYONE LIKE ME?  ARE YOU SERIOUS? YOU’RE A GREAT FRIEND!

Brenden: (7)  (Play the drums really, really loudly… stop whenever Kraig starts talking)

Dan: (8)  (turn TV on really, really loud and sit back and pretend to be watching it… mute whenever Kraig starts talking)

Trazy: (9)  (Turn the radio on really, really loud… dance… stop whenever Kraig starts talking)

Dick: (10)  (whisper) I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I promised.  I love you.











Kraig:
Sometimes the world can get so confusing, with everyone pulling us different ways.  We have teachers, parents, siblings, friends, the media and even church people telling us different things.  Maybe you can relate to this world.
*
That was crazy.  Sometimes my world seems a lot like that.  I’m not sure who to listen to or where to go or what to do.  Let’s listen to that again.
*
At least when we leave school, we get rid of the teachers telling us to study and do our homework.
* (no Dee)
Even our siblings can tell us things to distract us from what we should be listening.  What if we take them out of the picture as well?
* (no Jon)
Our parents, with all their wisdom are only trying to help us, but sometimes their nagging can even wear us thin and distract us.  What if we remove them, too?  What can you hear that maybe you didn’t hear before?
* (no Krystina)
Our friends… we love them so much, yet they can often be some of the most distracting people in our lives.  They’re cool and everything, but sometimes, it can just be too much and cause to not hear what’s really going on.
* (no Ang & Paula)
Ahhh… we’re all by ourselves.  No one around to bother us.  Time for a little ‘us’ time.  Time to take a load off and relax.  Nice and quietly.
*
What is all that racket?  I thought this was our quiet, peaceful time!  In fact, it’s hard to get away from these things.  The noise from the outside world, even, can drown out so much.  Cars passing on the street, children playing in the park, trains crossing down the road… it’s so noisy!  What if we could escape from that?
* (no Brenden)
The television… We all love to watch TV.  Don’t get between me and ER, man.  Did you see Desperate Housewives last week?  Here’s an idea.  Let’s turn the TV off.
* (no Dan)
Sometimes, when we want to have quiet time, we immediately turn on the radio and get lost in the music.  The lyrics are always so soothing, whether they’re angry or sad or loving, they always seem to express the way I’m feeling.  It’s as if they’re talking to me.  Did you hear who else was talking to you, though?  It wasn’t just the lyrics.  Let’s turn off the radio now.  Listen to what’s still here.
* (no Trazy)

Amen.





Squad Time

Open with prayer.

Attendance
Pass out snack
Pass out arsenals
Pass out Pizza Hut Books (3 maximum)













SERVICE
JANUARY 18, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Inside Dodgeball

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Romans 16:19
God of Wonders
Every Move I Make

7:30-8p   –   Introduction to Theme	
Mission Trip slideshow
Presentation by past mission trip members

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack
Pass out arsenals
Pass out Pizza Hut Books (3 maximum)




















Inside Dodgeball -

Use a dodgeball and mark off the territory for the game and those who are ‘out’.  Have everyone spread out.  One leader starts with a ball.  The person holding the ball can only take two steps with it in their hands.  They can, however, roll the ball on the floor, bounce it off the wall, etc.  When someone is hit, they need to go to the ‘out’ area.  Also, if someone catches the ball thrown, the person who threw the ball gets out (just like dodgeball).  The thing that keeps the game moving is that those who are out need to remember who got them there.  If the person that got them out, gets out themselves, they can go back into the game.  Game ends whenever leaders are too tired to play anymore Squad Time

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
“What is written in the Law?” he replied.  “How do you read it?”
He answered:  “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied.  “Do this and you will live.”
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be going down the same raod, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

What would you have done if you saw a man laying there, obviously beaten pretty badly and hurting?
How would you feel if you were the beaten man?

When, in your life, have you helped someone in need?  How?  Why?
Did you gain anything from it?
How did you feel afterwards?

When, in your life, did someone help you during a time of need?  How?
Why do you think they helped you?
How did you feel afterwards?











DEATH AND DYING
JANUARY 25, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
FFEASH

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Romans 16:19
God of Wonders
Every Move I Make

7:30-8p   –   Introduction to Theme	
Video Presentation with Sword Drills

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack
Pass out arsenals
Pass out Pizza Hut Books (Check the number of books, etc)




















FFEASH

Have kids create groups of 5-7 and sit around the room, but very separate from each other.
Stand in the middle of all the groups (the middle aisle of the sanctuary).

The object of this game is kinda like charades.  You need to send a player up to me and they need to form a line.  One by one, I will give them a card.  The first player needs to return to the group and act out their item to the rest of the team.  As soon as you guess what they’re acting out, send another member up.  On the back of the card will be FF or EA or SH.  FF means “Fast Food”, EA means “Electrical Appliance” and SH means “Super Hero”.

The first team that finishes and everyone has acted out their item wins and gets a piece a candy out of the box.

If there’s time left, play again!INTRO TO THEME:

Tell me about a place you’d like to go.  What have you heard that’s so great about it?
Why do you want to go there?  What’s the attraction?

Today we’ll be talking about a subject many people try to avoid… death.  But as Christians, we can think of it as a place like Disney World – some place we’ve never been , but we look forward to going there.  That’s simplistic of course, and you may have deeper questions about death and heaven.  Let’s see what we find in today’s video

Play first part of video

Do you ever fear death?  If so, what scares you about death?
What do you think heaven will be like?

Play rest of video



SWORD Drills:
Acts 7:59
2 Corinthians 5:8
Luke 23:43

1 Corinthians 13:12

Revelation 7:17
Revelation 21:4

1 Thessalonians 4:13
























Squad Time

Attendance
Pass out snack
Pass out Pizza Hut Books (Check the number of books, etc)

Open with prayer.

Do you guys ever fear death?  What scares you about death?
What do you think Heaven will be like?

In the video, the expert talked about death as a ‘separation.’  What did he mean by that? 
(Physical death separates us from our physical lives on earth.  Our bodies are buried, but our souls live on.)
What do you think Spiritual death is, if that is physical death?  
(Spiritual death separates us from God)
Jesus makes us alive again and brings us back into God’s presence.  Jesus has broken the power of death – not by stopping the process of physical death, but by turning it into a doorway to a new spiritual life with God.  As the New Testament says, “To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord."

The video presented various questions and answers about death and heaven.  Which of those questions have you also wondered about?  Did those answers work for you? (See question handout – look up some of the verses, hopefully kids will have questions that you can either answer or have them write down and we can research it more for them.)

Remember the story “JT” told about the twins in the womb?  What were they arguing about? (Whether there was ‘life after birth.’)

What can that story teach us about our attitude toward death? (Life in the womb was all they knew.  They feared the end of the life they knew – just as we fear death.  And yet, birth is not the end, but an entry into a great new life.  In the same way, we can see death as merely a ‘birth’ into another kind of life.)

So now how do you feel about death?  If you have any questions that we couldn’t answer, let us know and we will find the answers for you 

Close in prayer.









OUR ENEMIES
FEBRUARY 1, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Hoop Loops

7:15-7:30p   –   Worship
Every Move I Make/Step By Step
Famous One
Our Love is Loud

7:30-8p   –   Introduction to Theme	
Friends vs. Enemies Bible Challenge

8-8:30p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack






















Hoop Loops

Divide group into teams.
Start with five groups.
The object of the game to is to fit have the hula-hoop rotate around the group and everyone has to go through the hoop.

The last team done sits down.
Now there are four teams.
Start the race again.

The last team done sits down.
Repeat.

Last team gets a fireball prize.









































INTRO TO THEME

This will be used to form teams for the last Hoop Loops at the end of the night.

Have everyone grab a Bible.
Kristina – stand on one side of the sanctuary with the paper that says “Friends.”
Jon – stand on the other side of the sanctuary with the paper that says “Enemies.”

Dan – Read 1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe in every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

Sword Drills – the first person to get the verse stands up to read it.  Dan and Ang are the judges.  After they read the verse they must tell us what team they are on.  You can read them in this order or scramble them up.

Genesis 24:7 – Friends
Acts 8:26 – Friends
Hebrews 1:14 – Friends
2 Peter 2:4 – Enemies
1 Thessalonians 3:5 – Enemies
1 Thessalonians 2:18 – Enemies
1 Timothy 4:1 – Enemies
Revelation 2:10 – Enemies

Now, tell them the following:
You are now going to take the skills you got earlier to compete in another Hoop Loop competition.
This one, however, is for a CD.  All the people in your group will get a CD.

Dismiss into groups.


Genesis 3:1-5 - Enemies
Genesis 19:12-13 - Friends
Genesis 19:12-17 - Friends
Genesis 24:7 - Friends




















Squad Time

Attendance
Pass out snack
Pizza Hut Books information!!!
Announce next week and check who’s gonna be here.

Open with prayer.

There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils (demons.)  One is to disbelieve their existence.  The other is to believe and feel an unhealthy interest in them. – C. S. Lewis

Do you believe in demons?  Why or why not?
Do you believe in angels?  Why or why not?
What do you think qualifies as an “unhealthy interest?”
What are the dangers of an unhealthy interest in demons?
What are the dangers of disbelieving the existence of demons?

Your youth will probably bring up “The Exorcism of Emily Rose.”  Try to persuade them that it was a movie and we are talking about real demons.  I personally haven’t seen the movie, so I can’t vouch for its accuracy.  If you know quite a bit about this subject, feel free to talk about it.

Consider these words from Ephesians.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand still. – Ephesians 6:12-13

What do you remember about the full armor of God?

You can read Ephesians 6 if no one remembers anything.  Ask the symbolism of each piece of armor.

Matthew 17:14-21
When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him.  “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said.  “He has seizures and is suffering greatly.  He often falls into the fire or into the water.  I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.”
“O unbelieving and perverse generation, “ Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring the boy here to me.”
Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”
He replied, “Because you have so little faith.  I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you.”

What did this scripture say about demons?
Do you think all sickness is caused by demons?  Why or why not?
What is our responsibility concerning angels and demons?

Pass out “My Response” papers.  Have youth fill them out and discuss if time.

Close in prayer.










SALVATION
FEBRUARY 15, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:30p   –   Opening Game
Walls of Jericho

7:30-7:45p   –   Worship
Every Move I Make/Step By Step
Famous One
Here I Am to Worship

7:45-8p   –   Introduction to Theme	
The Sacrifice

8-8:20p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack






















Walls of Jericho

Boys start on one side of the entrance, girls on the other… in a single file line
Each of them gets their handout with the challenges and rules on it. (Boys and girls are separate, as they are going opposite ways.)
On “Go!” they have to follow the person in front of them, single file with their hands on the church at all times.  As leaders, you will be stationed in certain locations, making sure they do the challenge and keep their hands on the church.  If someone skips a challenge or takes their hand off the church, you can give them a “Restart” card, meaning they will come back to me at the beginning and restart that lap.
The game is to go around the church 7 times, with everyone else, in order to bring down the walls of Jericho.  The first two to win get a free T-shirt.

Stations:
Jon – Snake/Hopscotch
Ang – Bubbles
Kraig – Chalk

Info sheets:



(on next page)


































Girls:
Joshua was told by God that in order to bring down the walls of Jericho, he needed to march around the walls SEVEN times.  When he did this, the battle would be won.
You are going to be Joshua in a much smaller and much more fun version of this story.  You are going to go around the church SEVEN times, performing specific tasks each time.  The catch?  YOU MUST KEEP YOUR HAND ON THE BUILDING AT ALL TIMES (until you reach the front of the church).  You also must complete each task EVERY time you go around the building.  Failure to comply with these rules means you will get a “Restart Coupon” telling you to go back to the beginning.
Listen to God.  On your first lap, you will need to get a word out of the mailbox.  The first lap will be a #1, the second will be a #2, etc.  You need to find one of the right number before you continue.
Stay Close to God.  In order for Joshua to do this, he and God needed to be tight.  You need to stay as close to the wall as you can and slide between it and the bushes.
His Name is Written on My Heart.  God was the keeper of Joshua’s heart.  Signify that He’s the keeper of YOUR heart by writing your name on the GROUND in chalk.
God’s Miracles are All Around Us.  Blow a bubble and watch it float away.
Sometimes the Path is Narrow.  Even when Joshua felt like the path God was leading him on was narrow, God was always by his side.  Walk ‘tight-rope’ style on the wooden planks until you get to the steps.  You do not need your hand on the building at this time.
Have Faith Like a Child.  A child’s faith is very imaginative.  A child believes things without needing proof or physical evidence.  Jump through the hopscotch game like a child, jumping on every square.
Another Narrow Path. Walk ‘tight-rope’ style on the wooden planks until you get to the end of the planks.
Watch Out for Snakes.  Snakes come in all shapes and sizes.  They tempt you and put scales on your eyelids.  Don’t step on the black ‘snake’.
Celebrate!  Celebrate the lap by giving Trazy a high five!





Guys
Joshua was told by God that in order to bring down the walls of Jericho, he needed to march around the walls SEVEN times.  When he did this, the battle would be won.
You are going to be Joshua in a much smaller and much more fun version of this story.  You are going to go around the church SEVEN times, performing specific tasks each time.  The catch?  YOU MUST KEEP YOUR HAND ON THE BUILDING AT ALL TIMES (until you reach the front of the church).  You also must complete each task EVERY time you go around the building.  Failure to comply with these rules means you will get a “Restart Coupon” telling you to go back to the beginning.
Watch Out for Snakes.  Snakes come in all shapes and sizes.  They tempt you and put scales on your eyelids.  Don’t step on the black ‘snake’.
Sometimes the Path is Narrow.  Even when Joshua felt like the path God was leading him on was narrow, God was always by his side.  Walk ‘tight-rope’ style on the wooden planks until you get to the steps.  You do not need your hand on the building at this time.  Don’t step in the dirt or you’ll have to start over!
Have Faith Like a Child.  A child’s faith is very imaginative.  A child believes things without needing proof or physical evidence.  Jump through the hopscotch game like a child, jumping on every square.
Another Narrow Path. Walk ‘tight-rope’ style on the wooden planks until you get to the end of the planks. Don’t step in the dirt or you’ll have to start over!
God’s Miracles are All Around Us.  Blow a bubble and watch it float away.
His Name is Written on My Heart.  God was the keeper of Joshua’s heart.  Signify that He’s the keeper of YOUR heart by writing your name on the GROUND in chalk.
Stay Close to God.  In order for Joshua to do this, he and God needed to be tight.  You need to stay as close to the wall as you can and slide between it and the bushes.
Listen to God.  On your first lap, you will need to get a word out of the mailbox.  The first lap will be a #1, the second will be a #2, etc.  You need to find one of the right number before you continue.
Celebrate!  Celebrate the lap by giving Trazy a high five!
INTRO TO THEME

Foam cup talk with two youth volunteers

The idea:
Two youth come up and take a cup.  Ask them if they’re thirst.  Pour water into their cup (over a tub/bucket).
Do you know about God?  Do you know about Jesus?  Do you know about the Holy Spirit? (answers)
Are you thirsty?  (pour water into their cups again)
Have you ever read a Bible?  Do you know any Bible verses? (answers)
Are you thirsty?  (pour water into their cups again)
Do you come to CHAOS regularly?  Do you pray? (answers)
Are you thirsty? (pour water into their cups again)
Do you love God with all your heart, soul and mind? (answers)
Are you STILL thirsty?

Talk about quenching that thirst.

Move into talking about Sacrifices.

Come to the cross with your hearts.









IDENTITY IN CHRIST
FEBRUARY 22, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-?p   –   Opening Game
Diamond Smugglers

7:45-8p   –   Worship  - - - if time
Every Move I Make/Step By Step
Famous One
Here I Am to Worship

8-8:20p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack

























GAME
DIAMOND SMUGGLERS
When students arrive, divide them into two equal groups.  One group will be the “diamond smugglers” and the other will be the “police.”  Explain that the room you’re in is a traffic area for stolen “diamonds” = and all of the smuggling has been going on right under the nose of the police!  The police must try to bring this smuggling to a halt and confiscate all of the stolen diamonds.

Point out the police headquarters as well as the location of the smugglers’ hideout.  Tell players that all of the diamond smuggling and police work must take place in the designated diamond trafficking area.  The police cannot leave the area or follow any smugglers to their hideout.

Explain the following rules to the students: As the game leaders, you’ll be in charge of the diamond supply – a bag of twenty marbles.    What the diamond smugglers will attempt to do is move as many diamonds as they can through the trafficking area and back to their hideout.  The job of the police is to try to arrest any smugglers caught with diamonds and confiscate their diamonds.  There are a total of thirty diamonds in the game.  The police already have ten confiscated diamonds in their headquarters and you have the other twenty.  As the holder of the diamond supply, you’ll be stationed just outside the entrance of the diamond trafficking area.
To smuggle a diamond, a smuggler must get one diamond from your supply and walk with it into the diamond-traffic area where other smugglers and police officers are mingling.  He or she must carry the diamond in one of their hands at all times – the smuggler cannot put it in a pocket or anywhere else.  Also a smuggler can only carry one diamond at a time.

The smuggled diamond must be passed off twice before it can be brought to the smugglers’ headquarters and put in their smuggled-diamonds bucket.  For a diamond’s first hand-off, the one passing the diamond holds up two fingers as the diamond changes hands so that the new smuggler will know he or she is the second carrier of the diamond and it needs to be passed off again.  When the second smuggler decides to pass off the diamond, he or she must hold up three fingers for the receiving smuggler.  The third smuggler can then walk the diamond out of the traffic area back to the smugglers’ hideout and put it in the smuggled-diamonds bucket.

Smugglers must develop their own code words or signals to communicate with each other if they’d like to pass a diamond.  The smugglers should also work together to create a strategy that will confuse the police.  For example, they can coordinate fake handoffs, false codes, frequently enter and exit the traffic area (with or without diamonds), or limit the number of diamonds they are smuggling at any given time.

The police are to mingle in the diamond-trafficking area and observe the smugglers as they travel in and out of the room with the goal of catching smugglers who have diamonds in their possession.  Police officers can follow smugglers closely, but cannot block their way or make demands such as, “open both of your fists!”  If a police officers is suspicious that a smuggler has a diamond, the police officer can arrest  that person simply by saying “You are under arrest.”  If the smuggler is indeed carrying a diamond, he or she must immediately turn it over to the police who will place it in their confiscated-diamonds bucket.  The arrested smuggler is then taken to the police headquarters and put in jail by having to sit down and face the wall for five minutes.  After five minutes, the smuggler may re-enter the game.

If a police officer wrongly arrests a smuggler who is not in possession of a diamond, the police officer must hand over a diamond from the confiscated diamonds bucket and guarantee that smuggler immediate and safe passage out of the trafficking area – the smuggler can take that diamond directly to the smugglers’ hideout.  For this reason, police officers should work together to make decisions about arrests, making sure to only make arrests when they have a high degree of confidence that the smuggler is in possession of the diamond.

The goal of the game is for one of the teams to get all of the diamonds so if either group notices that they have thirty diamonds in their bucket, they should declare the end of the game.  It is likely, though, that this game will go on for a long time without either team coming into possession of all of the diamonds, so it is a good idea to set a time limit and call an end to the game when time is up.
Squad Time

Open in prayer by asking for specific prayer requests.  Please record these for Trazy.

Say:  A discipline technique called ‘natural consequences’ is popular right now.  A teen who drives carelessly and gets involved in an accident may have car privileges revoked until he or she can earn the money to pay the extra insurance premium.
Ask group members to share experiences they have had dealing with natural consequences.

Divide into groups of three.  Give each group paper and a pen.  Ask the groups to brainstorm outlandish ‘natural’ consequences for teens who break the rules.  A teen who arrives home late may have to sleep in the backyard.  A student who leaves a book report at home may have to do reports on the “100 Greatest Works in Literature.”  After the small groups have had a few minutes to work, come together and share responses.

In Old Testament times, God gave His people so-called laws of retaliation.  These laws could carry natural consequences to the extreme.  People who were seriously hurt by others could retaliate in kind – an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, etc.  But Jesus corrected our understanding of those laws and gave us His example to follow.

Matthew 5:38-42
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”
How easy would it be to let someone who has hurt you, hurt you again?
Is Jesus telling us in these verses to be wimps?
How could “going the extra mile” with someone change his or her attitude towards you?

We all bear the consequences of sin – sickness, unhappiness, loneliness, and more.  But thankfully, we don’t have to bear the punishment of sin.  Jesus did that for us on the cross.  That sacrificial love makes it possible for us to treat those who hurt us with forgiveness, as Jesus did.  As God’s children, the natural consequences we hand out to those who treat us badly should be living examples of Jesus’ love and forgiveness.

End in prayer, asking for God’s blessing to be able to say no to revenge and yes to those who need your help and forgiveness.



BEING A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST
MARCH 1, 2006


6p   –   Be here if you can to set-up, go over lessons/responsibilities, music rehearsal

6:30p   –   All leaders NEED to be here for prayer in Youth Room

7p   –   Youth Arrive
Registration in small groups 

7-7:15p   –   Opening Game
Rush Hour

7:15-7:35p   –   Worship


7:35-7:55p   –   Intro to Theme
Who were Jesus’ disciples?

8-8:20p   –   Squad Time
Attendance
Pass out snack
























GAME

Rush Hour

Begin the game by having each participant stand on one of the arrowed paper plates, facing the direction indicated by their arrow.
Wow! It looks like you’ve been caught in rush hour!  Here’s what you’ll need to do.  See how your plates have arrows pointing one direction of the other?  
Your job is to move everyone in the direction of the arrows so that when you’re finished, the people who are now standing on the left side will be standing in the same order on the right side.  Then, the people who are now on the right side will be standing in the same order on the left side.  You will always face the direction you are facing now.
Here are the rules: You can move into an empty space in front of you, and you can move around a person who is facing you into an empty space.  You can also move one step backward into an empty space behind you.  However, you can’t move around anyone who is facing the same direction you are (whose back is to you), and you can’t make any move that involves more than one person changing spots at the same time.  
Are there any questions?


Intro to Theme

Get thirteen volunteers to join you in front.
Give them each a piece of paper with a description on it of what they’re doing when Jesus comes to call them away.

Jon, you have the part of Jesus.  Your job will be to collect your disciples in similar form to Jesus’ collection.
Start by the drums.  There you will see two men, Simon and Andrew, fishing.  Say, “Simon and Andrew, come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”
Then go up to the piano.  You will see three men rowing.  Say, “James and John, come and follow me.”
Then go up to the pulpit.  You will see one man in a booth.  Say, “Levi, follow me.”
Then stand in front of the youth and say, “These are who I have chosen: Simon (who will also be known as Peter), James (son of Zebedee) and his brother John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot.
As their names are called, they will join you up front.  After they have all joined you, say “Come, let us do the work my Father has called us to do.”


You are Simon (who will also be known as Peter).
Your job is to stand by the drumset with your brother, Andrew, and wait for Jesus to call you away.  You will be pretending to fish when Jesus arrives.


You are James (son of Zebedee).
Your job is to stand near the piano with your father, Zebedee, and your brother, John, and wait for Jesus to call you away.  You will be sitting down, rowing, when Jesus arrives.


You are John (James’ brother).
Your job is to stand near the piano with your father, Zebedee, and your brother, James, and wait for Jesus to call you away.  You will be sitting down, rowing, when Jesus arrives.


You are Andrew.
Your job is to stand by the drumset with your brother, Simon, and wait for Jesus to call you away.  You will be pretending to fish when Jesus arrives.





You are Zebedee (father of James and John).
Your job is to stand near the piano with your sons, John and James, and wait for Jesus to call them away.  You will be sitting down, rowing, when Jesus arrives.  When Jesus calls your sons away, you wave goodbye, but you do not leave.


You are Philip.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Bartholomew.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Matthew.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Thomas.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are James (son of Alphaeus).
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Thaddaeus.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Simon, the Zealot.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.


You are Judas Iscariot.
After receiving this paper, go back to your seat and wait for Jesus to call you.  When he calls your name, get excited as though you’ve just been picked for the winning team.
Squad Time

Open in prayer by asking for specific prayer requests.  Please record these for Trazy.

Have everyone think about the fishing pole that was used downstairs.  Ask everyone to share what they think the best way to catch a fish might be.
People who like to fish try out different kinds of bait and lures to see what will attract different kinds of fish.
How do you think fish tell the difference between live bait and artificial lures?
Which kind do you think is more effective?  Why?

Sometimes people try to “catch” us or convince us to work for their cause, or follow their example, or go along with something they want to do.
Pass out paper and writing utensils.

Be a human fish.  On a sheet of paper, write down a persuasive phrase or sentence that a friend might say to hook you into doing something.
Which approaches are the most effective in getting you to follow a leader, whether to do something right or wrong?  Why?
What factors do you think about before deciding to go along with a leader?
What persuasive approaches are you good at using?

Mark 1:16-17
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”
Jesus called Simon and Andrew to leave their fishing nets and follow Him.  He made only one persuasive statement, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  They immediately left their fishing boats and followed Jesus.
Jesus calls us, through our faith God’s Word, to follow Him and tell others about Him so that they too can be His disciples.  God’s Holy Spirit promises to give us the courage and the words we need to share His love.
What would happen if you talked to a friend at school about Jesus?
What are some natural and winning ways to witness you faith to friends?
Can people see “little Christs” when they look at your actions or listen to your words?

End in prayer, asking for God’s blessing with the ability to share the Good News of Salvation in Jesus with others.


