2019 Annual
Report

Overview

God constantly reminds His people to remember what He has
done in the past. This reminder of His grace is an encouragement
to trust Him and His plans for the future. Past grace points toward
future grace.

Jesus invites you and I to be a part of the greatest rescue operation this world has ever seen. It’s a task
that our staff, LBA, myself and many Encounter members take seriously because God has asked us to do
it. We have boldly stated with our words and our actions that the status quo is no longer acceptable and
that we will do everything short of sin to win people for Jesus Christ. We have chosen to love people
exactly where they are without judging them. We are continually being led by the Holy Spirit in all that we
say and do, regardless of going against popular opinion, because God has called us to go.

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
When Jesus says that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him, that means that He
alone establishes what is significant and important. So when He tells us to go and make disciples of all
nations, He is telling us what matters most. God is giving us time during the era of the church for more
people to repent and come to Him through faith in Jesus.
We are a part of something so much bigger than ourselves, something that is sacred. Through Jesus’
sacrifice we have been joined to His Church. We have a sacred responsibility to build His Church and to
advance His Kingdom.
This annual report is a glance at our past that serves several purposes. First, God has been extremely
faithful to us. Second this annual report provides a measure of accountability from your leadership and
fellow church members. The mission of Encounter isn’t carried forward by a handful of people with the
anointing of God. It is carried forward by every person who is pursuing the discernment and wisdom of
the Spirit.

Quick
Facts

144
Total children
discipleship list
(up from 57 last
year)

Christmas Attendance

595 (up from 549 last year)

Easter Attendance

698 (up from 582 last year)

Missional Communities

92 (up from 80 last year)

69

Total youth
discipleship list
(up from 38 last
year)

Giving has
increased to
$674,094.82

316

Average Sunday Worship
Attendance (up from 300 & 289
the previous 2 years)

110

Salvations this year

15

Baptisms & child
dedications this year

Here are some ways that God is working here at Encounter Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

110 people have committed and recommitted their lives to Jesus Christ!
We have celebrated watching 11 people get baptized this year.
We have celebrated dedicating 4 children to the Lord.
We welcomed 11 new members to our family.
Our worship service has grown and our average attendance is 316 on Sunday mornings.
We were able to purchase Bibles for our sanctuary so people can take and even keep them.
Year to date we have given out 70 Bibles.
We have started security and medical teams and implemented new safety procedures.
God’s provision allowed us to renovate our sanctuary, youth room, and children’s rooms.
Outreach Opportunities this year included: MIS, Relay for Life, Jackson Christmas Parade,
Jackson Women’s Expo, giving away laundry detergent to schools, our Food Pantry is now
serving free breakfast on Thursdays, Laundromat Ministry, and our Touch A Truck event
Missional Community Groups are growing and loving on our community by participating in
outreach opportunities such as handing out gift cards, adopting families to provide
Christmas for them, and doing projects for families within our community.
We have opened our building to a new AA group that meets on Wednesdays, Fridays,
Saturdays, and Sundays.
We have continued to partner with Jackson Christian School to host God’s Garden Daycare.
We have come together to grow as a community of believers through events such as our
Quacktastic Awards, men’s and women’s retreats, softball teams, and many others.
We are working to connect with every visitor who comes through our doors with new
volunteer training.
We held 4 Encounter services as we strive to encounter God through our worship.
We held 6 Prayer Nights and continue to expand our War Room ministry.
Our 8:45 prayer time on Sundays is the most important thing each week as we welcome the
Holy Spirit in. It’s incredible to see how He is moving here at Encounter.
We changed our name to make our message as clear as possible and to make church
accessible to everyone.
We began sponsoring the village of Canaan in Haiti, and are also sponsoring 6 children.
This year I continued to meet with my mentors and have also met with 436 people either in
my office, in the hospital, or in their homes.

Third, this is a challenge for us to remain faithful to the mission God has laid before us.
God is using His church in some incredible ways. As we continue on this journey together, let us
remain committed to Encountering God, Equipping ourselves for the task that lies ahead and
Engaging the community in the way Jesus commands us to. Let’s continue to love the way
Jesus loves. It has always been and continues to be a privilege to serve you in this capacity
here at Encounter. I am excited about the future.
Rev. Andrew Walker
Lead Pastor

Extreme Kidz

We have had an amazing
year with the kids here at
Encounter Church!

Here are just some of the highlights:
•

Sunday morning attendance continues to increase as we
see new families find a home at Encounter, with 144 kids
visiting us on Sunday mornings this year.
• Discipleship programs (4:12 Crew and 4:12 Disciples) have
launched and meet every other week. Kids are growing
and diving deeper into their relationship with Jesus.
• Themed Saturday activities are engaging our community,
with around 200 people attending our last one!
• 92 kids gave/recommitted their lives to Jesus at Kidz
Kamp
• We baptized 3 kids
• Created an online Kidz Kamp registration option and are
seeing numbers for registration grow quickly!
• Began renovating with new paint and carpet in the
Powerhouse room, as well as a new logo and name: eKids
• Changing Kiddie Kamp to Kiddie Day Kamp, readjusting
the format to one Saturday morning that is focused on
meeting little kids where they are at
I'm looking forward to continuing to love our kids, guide in
them in their walk toward Jesus, and reaching out to our
community! I am so thankful for the privilege of calling
Encounter my home and for the honor of pastoring your
amazing children.
Pastor Julie Moore

Missional Community Groups
This past year Encounter Missional Communities have
continued to align with the church's vision of Encounter,
Equip, and Engage. Below is a quick summary of some
great things that have happened:
• Met with Group Leaders in Summer of 2018 to focus
on Engaging with charitable groups in Jackson County
and impacting others for Christ. Groups met with
Wendy White and Lars Carlson to help their groups
Engage with the people of Jackson County.
• Groups Encountered one another as they finished the
church-wide study, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality.
• Had four new MC groups begin meeting this past
year.
• Focused on Encountering others in our groups by
planning fellowship events throughout the winter
months.
• Continue to Equip the people of Encounter by offering
curriculum that strengthens our relationships with
each other and Christ.
George Gogol

Journey Ministries

Journey Ministries
has experienced
many great things
this year! This was my first year serving as the Student
Ministries Director, and I could not be more blessed with the
students I get to pastor and lead closer to Jesus. Throughout
this year we have implemented 3 programs that embody
Journey Ministries, which are:
•

•

•

Journey Bible Study is our Sunday morning service
where we study one chapter from a book of the Bible
each week and help students understand exactly what
each passage is talking about. The goal is to get students
excited to read their Bibles because they understand it!
Journey Rally is our main youth group service on Sunday
nights where students get to hang out, eat a meal, play
games, worship, hear a message that deals with
everyday issues and hear how God can help, and meet
with small groups. The goal of this program is to get
students excited and help them grow closer to each
other, their youth leaders, and God!
Journey Discipleship is our Wednesday night youth
group service that provides students a way to touch
base midweek. The goal is to help students become
better followers of Jesus through discussion!

We have also:
• Seen a growth in attendance in all 3 of our programs,
with 38 students attending our Bible Study, 47 attending
our Discipleship program and 69 attending Journey
Rally.
• Implemented events that have gotten students excited
to attend and invite friends, including our Christmas
party, Thanksgiving dinner, winter break overnighter,
and more!
• Implemented monthly meetings with our youth leaders
to discuss what is going well in the ministry, what could
be changed, and how we can serve our students better
as leaders!
• Completely remodeled our youth room to make it a
place that is warm, welcoming, and a place where
students can feel comfortable!
• Built relationships with students outside of the church
setting by visiting them at school during lunchtime and
by supporting them by attending their sports matches
and other extracurricular activities!
Pastor Chase Bartels

Senior Adult &
Congregational Care

Praise the Lord for another year to serve in ministry here at Encounter Church. That
now makes 22 years the Lord has kept the door open for me to serve, by giving me
good health and His blessing. However, this is the first full year that I had to travel
without my wife and faithful partner, but God has been good. His Presence has been
real, just as He promised.

Senior Servants – April through December we met each month for a 1PM lunch and fellowship time at Steaks Eatery; the only
exception being in December when we met at the church and all brought a favorite dish to share. Out average attendance was 32,
with a high of 50 in December. This year we are again meeting at Steak’s Eatery on the second Wednesday of each month, and we
invite any who would like to fellowship with us (all ages are welcome). This past March, while I was in Florida, the church staff
provided a catered lunch at the church for our seniors and this was well attended.
Visitation – This makes up the biggest part of my ministry and is something that I have always enjoyed. I made 181 calls on those in
hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living, plus 232 other contacts among our church family.
Small Group – I lead this on Wednesday nights at 6PM. At the present time we are studying the book “Crazy Love” by Francis Chan.
We invite you to join us.
Prayer Chain – This is taken care of by Rich and Judy Burkhart. We appreciate what they do in letting the church family know about
our needs so we can join together in prayer.
Funeral Luncheons – Pat Schultz and Wanda Inman have again headed up this ministry. Thanks to Pat and Wanda and all who
helped serve or provided food for each occasion. It takes many to make this happen, and a big thank you to all.
Follow-up Meals – Sometimes follow-up meals are needed for those coming home from the hospital, and these are provided by
small groups and other caring people within our church.
Pastor Vaughn Jensen

2018 was a fairly difficult year for the Worship ministry. Satan worked overtime to attack the
hearts and attitudes of our volunteers. We met as a team on several occasions to fellowship
and open up dialogue. Pastor Andy, Elizabeth Knoblauch, and Mike Putnam met individually
with more than 20 members of the team. This time was productive and reinforced the vision
of engaging volunteers who understand and are eager to worship, as well as lead God’s people in worship. Furthermore, the team
experienced the stress of courting two potential worship pastors. This process itself created space for division and conflict among
the team.
Today, as we see signs of emerging from that season, members have re-engaged in the team, willing to support and help the
ministry thrive and a few new members have joined the ministry.
As expected, throughout the year, we enjoyed incredible set designs by Pam Taylor (and team), we kept up on technology needs,
we drew God’s people together for (at least) 4 Encounter Services, and had weekly spirit-filled services.
As we begin 2019, we have assembled a Worship Planning Team who will take charge of discerning God’s guidance for service
design, technology needs, and future direction. I am so excited to start another year at the helm of the Worship Ministry! I
appreciate every opportunity to sing and worship the One who carries me each day! I cannot possibly put words together to
express my gratitude for the amazing people I get to work with and worship with weekly! The volunteers on the Encounter Stage or
in the Tech Booth/Live Stream each Sunday morning are truly incredible. Their hearts are huge! They desire to see the Kingdom
grow and sacrifice much of their time towards that end.
One request I have to Encounter Church - that’s YOU! Prayer time at 8:45a.m. on Sundays is critical to the work that takes place
beginning at 9:00a.m. We pray that the Holy Spirit invades the building, we pray that hearts of softened, distractions are swept
away, and the “one” that doesn’t know Jesus will be drawn in. We pray that those who need deliverance, healing, or redemption,
receive it. This time isn’t just for those involved in the activities of the day – but for every believer to intercede on behalf of their
spiritual siblings. Come, join us, as we engage in the MOST IMPORTANT PART of Sundays!

Worship

Elizabeth Knoblauch, Worship Director
We have 8 students being mentored. 1 new mentor and 7 returning mentors. We have gained 3
prayer partners, having 9 in all. All students and mentors are being prayed over. We are
continuing to connect with Paragon Charter Academy. Cookies have been delivered to the staff
and new games and supplies for mentoring have been delivered. The ministry has been making
sure to love on the staff and students during testing weeks and holidays. We are working on building relationships between
mentors and prayer partners. I look forward to seeing what the future has in store for Kids Hope!

Kids Hope

Lexie Heiler, Kids Hope Director

Hospitality &
Connections

Hospitality has had an amazing year. Encounter’s vision is loving God and people and I
believe we are doing just that. We have documented 50 first time guests or families and
23 of those families have continued on as regular attenders! We give all praise and glory
for building His kingdom here.

Our church family has connected by enjoying a pizza party, potlucks, picnic, Christmas party and Quacktastic Awards. We did a Meet
& Greet with our staff to connect with new attenders. Other events hosted were: a Men’s retreat, steak dinner, Ladies first steak
dinner & karaoke night, and a make and take night. These events brought in several new people from our community. We also
hosted a Christmas movie night, which brought in children and families from our community for us to share God’s love with.
We are one of the only churches in our community to offer free hospitality to all through the wisdom of our leadership. To
paraphrase Romans 12:12-13, we always need to be eager to practice hospitality and be ready to help. I am blessed to lead such a
ministry.
God Bless,
Tammy Putnam
This past year in Missions:
•
•

•

•

Missions

God continues to pour out His blessings financially through Faith Promise giving at
Encounter Church!
We have begun a 3-year commitment to support Canaan, a church and school in Haiti under
the leadership of Pastor Lea, through World Hope International. After a generous gift over and above Faith Promise giving, we
were able to send funds for a well to be dug for them to have fresh water. We desire to send volunteers to Canaan, but those
plans are on hold until 2020 due to the current political climate in Haiti.
In February, we were challenged to “hold the rope” with prayer and giving for those who are ministering in “the well.” We
heard updates from Wendy Wight on God's work all over Jackson through Together We Can Make a Difference and also from
Lars Carlson on how Youth Haven Ranch meets the needs of children through their ongoing ministry. Also through video, we
heard Luke and Kyla Paraventi share how God is using encounters in their daily lives to shed His light.
We once again raised money for short-term missions through Mulligans for Missions, a benefit golf outing. Funds will be used
to help volunteers as they minister in Haiti and others who feel called to short-term mission opportunities.

Ruth Berryhill, Chair

Encounter Women’s Group is a ministry to help promote fellowship opportunities for
women who attend Encounter and women in the Jackson Community. We have a team
of women working together to help plan and coordinate events: Stephanie Groves, Lexie
Heiler, Maureen Heiler, Sheryl McCormick, Angie Montemayor and Kristy Ragain. Our
goal is to help women of all ages get to know each other, encourage each other and reach out to women in our community!

Women’s Group

We held the following activities this year:
•
•
•

We enjoyed “Fun in the Sun” on July 23rd, with dinner out, followed by a time of fellowship at the beach.
Friday, August 24th, we enjoyed a time of kayaking and enjoying nature at Quiet World Sports in Vandercook.
We enjoyed a women's retreat Oct. 12-14, at Grace Adventures. There was a great speaker and ladies enjoyed the many
adventures available that included climbing a rock wall, zip lining, and hiking!
• November 1st, we had a fun evening with games, fellowship and snacks. There was a lot of laughter and a time of reflection
as well.
• December 7th, we traveled to Green Field Village to enjoy the Holiday Nights Event. We enjoyed dinner and seeing the sights
as the smell of chestnuts roasting on an open fire filled the air and Carolers were singing!
• On December 20th, we blessed the residents at Park Forest with cookies. Ladies brought in over 95 dozen cookies, packaged
them and delivered them to residents at Park Forest.
• May 4th, we kicked off this year’s events with a Ladies Spring Tea Brunch. There was music, a skit, and fun stories of
motherhood.
We continue to plan events for this year and invite women to join us and let us know of any other events you would like us to
include.
Sheryl McCormick & Stephanie Groves

Building and Grounds

There have been a lot of
exciting updates at
Encounter!

Here are some of the projects we’ve tackled this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parking lot got cracks filled in and lines painted.
Roof was fixed in order to keep bats/bird out of Encounter.
New sign was purchased for the church
New handicap signs were installed
New Church van purchased
Sanctuary renovation
Youth room re-painted, re-carpeted & re-decorated
Children's Wing painted and re-carpeted
Floors buffed/waxed in preschool
Two new doors installed (preschool wing/ and door heading
out to the barn)
Painted the library

Food Pantry

9,212 individuals in
3,656 households
were served by
Encounter Food Pantry this year. Our food pantry team is
committed to providing good food and the love of Jesus to
all who come through our doors. No one is turned away.
We work to stretch our limited funds to provide as much
nutritious food as possible. Generous donations from
Panera Bread and Polly’s Country Stores are greatly
appreciated. Our awesome team includes servers: Sue
Keehn, JoAnne Blann, Doug Radant, John Jaskowicz, Irv
Sprunger, and Phyllis Vasas & Harvey Zook. Our drivers
include: Dave Taylor, Gary Griebenow, Charlie Blood and
Dave Nadell. Our Encounter staff also provide a lot of help
and support. The new Thursday morning free breakfast,
hosted by the Bloods and the Geisens is also quickly
becoming popular. What a blessing it is to bless others.
Rod Johnston

Cullen Knoblauch

War Room

This past
year, 180
names have
been written down on the wall to be prayed for.
We have 36 prayer warriors, with 7 being new to
the ministry! Even more events are being
covered in prayer, such as Kidz Kamp Expo Night
and the Good Friday Service. We are excited to
see God continue to grow this ministry.
Beth Morse and Jenna Taylor

Technology

There
have
been
continued upgrades with the technology at
Encounter, making things easier and more
accessible to people in our congregation and in
Jackson.
•
•
•
•

We have refreshed the look of our website
We began using a new tool, Canva, for a lot
of our graphic design
We have continued to offer online giving
We have experienced several issues with our
church app and are looking into new options

Thanks to Allie Baldwin for her years of service in
this ministry and her continued help with events
in a volunteer capacity.

House Rules
We love one another.
We accept outsiders.
We are real with one another.
We speak the truth to one another.
We continue to have a mission beyond ourselves.
We will take risks both individually and for the
Kingdom.
We will strive to ENCOUNTER God on a deeper
and personal level as followers of Jesus Christ.
We will EQUIP ourselves to do the work that God
has called us to do.
We ENGAGE the Community as Jesus commands
us to.

Notes

A special thanks to those who have served on our Local Board of Administrators (LBA) this
year: Jon Dowling, Ruth Berryhill, Paul Blann, Wayne Long, Sheryl McCormick, Trevor Baldwin,
Cullen Knoblauch, and Terry Montgomery.
Finance Team: Ruth Berryhill, Bruce Bugbee, Jon Dowling, and new member Ron Clingerman
Policy Team: Jennifer Walker, Maureen Heiler, and Kristy Ragain

