
THE UNDERCOVER PRIEST

In order to grasp this
month’s exciting update
from Ethiopia, it is
important to understand a
little history. Christianity
made its way to Ethiopia in
the 4th Century. The early
Ethiopian church was solid
and biblical, but over time
adopted practices and
rituals that those of us in
America would compare to
the Catholic Church. In
Ethiopia this is known as
the Orthodox Church. Unfortunately, over many centuries the core message of the
gospel was lost.

While their faith is in the God of Abraham and Jesus’ death on the cross, the
understanding of the gospel message of grace and justification by faith is lacking. Many
in the Orthodox Church see their salvation through membership, rituals, and identity as
Orthodox. It is often a nominal faith that lacks true repentance and trust in the grace that
God offers through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus’ death. This is why AIPM has a large
focus to reach the Orthodox church with the gospel of Jesus in hopes of transitioning an
identity into a genuine faith and trust in Jesus alone.

In the past decade God has moved in mighty ways through converted Orthodox priests.
We want to tell you about one priest in particular. Unfortunately we cannot give his real
name or details, like location or family, due to his life-risking work. We will call him Tesfa.
Tesfa’s work to evangelize other priests and congregations is undercover from the
Orthodox hierarchy. His own conversion story is amazing. Another Orthodox priest gave
him a Bible and encouraged him to study it. Often priests just perform rituals and read



liturgy. It is not common for them to actually read the Bible. Tesfa took this challenge to
heart.

After a year of reading and studying the Bible Tesfa finally understood the gospel
message and was saved. He has been working undercover for AIPM for several years.
He serves as a regional coordinator and is responsible for over 100 priests who have
also been saved. He trains and disciples them to reach other priests and Orthodox
people. AIPM believes that soon this movement within the Orthodox Church will explode
and become a great mission’s movement.

We have mentioned in previous newsletters that Islam is on the rise in Ethiopia. Their
main target is Orthodox believers. Since their faith is nominal it makes them easy prey.
AIPM knows that in order to combat the spread of Islam, it is crucial to not only
evangelize amongst Muslims, but to evangelize amongst the lost in the Orthodox
Church.

Tesfa and other priests are putting their lives in danger for the evangelization of the
Orthodox Church. Some missionary priests have been killed by Orthodox extremists for
their underground work. Please continue to pray for Tesfa and the other priests who are
risking their lives every day to bring the truth of the gospel to over 50 million Ethiopians
who identify as Orthodox.

DR. DESTA’S VISIT TO THE U.S. HAS BEEN EXTENDED

As you know, Dr. Desta
and his wife, Zenebech,
arrived in the U.S. at the
end of May. This summer
he has spoken during the
services at seven different
churches, and had
meetings with the
leadership at an additional
two churches. Plus he had
many opportunities to meet
with pastors and small
groups. Dr. Desta’s prayer
book – English translation
– is around 50 percent
complete. Initially they

were planning to return to Ethiopia in September, but God has been working, and many
more opportunities to share the ministry of AIPM has been added to the schedule.



Therefore, they will be staying in the U.S. through October. Please see the revised
schedule below.

8/13 - 8/14 - First Baptist Church in Irving, TX
8/18 - Center Point Church in Independence, KY
8/20 - 8/22 - Sherwood Baptist in Albany, GA
9/1 - 9/4 - Columbus, OH
9/8 - 9/11 - Cincinnati, OH
9/15 - 9/19 - Atlanta, GA
9/29 - 10/10 - Minneapolis, MN
10/24 - 10/29 - California

Please contact Bob Hogarth at info@aipmusa.org if you would like to arrange a visit
with Dr. Desta or more information on his schedule at each location.

Did you know that it is common in Ethiopia for nonprofit organizations to do
income-generating activities in order to support their mission? In the past few years
AIPM has sold soap, kale, and now eggs in the local markets. The income from their
small businesses has supported at least a dozen missionaries.

AIPM is planning to build a seven-story building in
the heart of Durame. The land was given to AIPM by
the local government. Prior to the COVID pandemic
the entire cost of the project would have been
around $400,000. Due to massive pandemic-driven
inflation, the total cost has risen to $1,800,000.
However, thanks to many generous gifts, the footings
and foundation is complete. We now have most of
the money needed to build the ground level floor.
When complete, it will be leased out. We will use the
rent money to start the 2nd floor. We only need
$50,000 to complete the ground level floor.

Once this building is completed it will not only house AIPM’s new offices and missionary
training center, but will have several floors of rental space. The rental income will
support over 100 missionaries. This income-generating activity is so important. We
invite you to pray with us that God would continue to provide the funding needed to
complete this hub of world missions in East Africa.



JANUARY 2022 PRAYER AT THE SITE OF THE FUTURE AIPM BUILDING

AIPM appreciates your prayers. Our motto is When We Pray, God Works! Your faithful
prayers are making a huge difference in our efforts to share the gospel message.
Please continue to pray and if you feel led to donate financially to support our
missionaries and AIPM’s growth, you can give online at www.aipmusa.org/support.

You can mail checks to:
AIPM USA
320 West 4th Street
Mishawaka, IN 46544

Email: info@aipmusa.org Website: www.aipmusa.org

If you are active on Facebook, please like and follow our Facebook page. It is
a great way to get ongoing updates and prayer requests. We are listed on
Facebook as AIPM-Ambaricho International Prayer and Missions Movement.
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