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My Dear Friends, 

We at Gassaway Baptist Church are pleased to provide you with these sermon notes for the 2021 
“God’s Design” sermon series.  

I thought and prayed about this sermon series for quite some time, and in my 38 years as Senior 
Pastor at Gassaway Baptist Church, I believe this is one of the most important sermon series I 
have preached. 

The world and our society seem as if they are in a state of constant confusion and chaos. We are 
in a time where the secular world is attempting to redefine many areas of life to include Creation, 
the Source of Life, Gender, Sexuality, Marriage, Government, the Church, etc. 

Rest assured; the Word of God fears no topic. From His Word of absolute truth this series 
provides clarity on these areas of life and directly refutes the secular world’s attempts to redefine 
them. 

God has a perfect design for everything He has created. When we attempt to redefine God’s 
design for any area of life to fit our own ideas, desires, or agendas, the result is confusion and 
chaos. 

Our God is not a God of confusion and chaos, He is absolutely a God of order and a God of 
design. 

God's design is always the right choice, and is the only choice that brings lasting peace, hope, 
and joy. When we are outside God's design these things diminish. 

It is my fervent desire that you will use these notes to help anchor you in God’s Word in your 
Christian walk. 

In closing, we at Gassaway Baptist Church welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. Our 
worship services are every Sunday at 9:30am with Sunday School “Kingdom Outfitters” 
following at 11:00am. We offer a wide variety of classes to enhance your life and spiritual 
growth. We invite you to come and see. 

 

All for God’s glory, 

Mark Stump 
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Doing the Word Requires Following God’s Design  
Pastor Mark Stump; May 2, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:12-17 

Quote: Our beliefs shape our values, and our values shape our actions. - Karl Graustein 
 
I've been thinking and praying on this series for quite some time. 
 
Doing the Word requires following God's Design. 
 
This series is probably one of the most important I have shared with you. 
 
Our world and society is really whacked out. We are in a time where a lot of things are being redefined. 
The Word of God fears no topic. 
 
Do you believe that God has a perfect design for everything He has created? Gender, Marriage, 
Government, etc.? 
 
Everything He created was perfect in it's design. The chaos we are seeing is because we have stepped 
away from His design. 
 
We are seeing hate in this country. Racism isn't about the color of the skin, it's about the condition of 
the heart. We need transformation. 
 
We are trying to tweak God's design to fit our ideas, when we need to be allowing God to change us. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
God created! 
 
If that is a sticking point for you, then everything following will be also. 
 
Colossians 1:12-17 {1:12} Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light: {1:13} Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated [us] into the kingdom of his dear Son: {1:14} In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
[even] the forgiveness of sins: {1:15} Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: {1:16} For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: {1:17} And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
 
When we think about the creative work of God, we limit it to creation. He created everything. There are 
times God is at work around us that we are involved in or benefit from. 
 



"All things were created by him, and for him." 
 
How can we doubt His sovereignty? 
 
Do you believe that God has a perfect design for everything He has created? 
 
Your beliefs about these things will be determined by your world view. 
 
Who or what is the greatest influence in your life right now? 
 
We are all under the influence. For a believer, our influence comes from 3 sources: 
 
1 - The Word of God 
2 - The Spirit of God 
3 - The Life of Jesus 
 
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. 
 
Our worldview must be based upon truth. 
 
Worldview Defined: 
 
New American Oxford Dictionary: A particular philosophy of life or conception of the world. 
 
Ronald Nash of Faith and Reason: A worldview is a conceptual scheme by which we consciously or 
unconsciously place or fit everything we believe and by which we interpret and judge reality. 
 
Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how if effects 
how we live. 
 
Worldview can be established through a lot of different means: 
 
Family (But family isn't always right) 
Culture 
Peers 
Religion 
Government 
Political Correctness 
Professional Athletes 
Actors 
 
Why would you allow someone who pretends to be someone else shape your worldview? 



 
Why is the source important? It will determine if your worldview is flawed or solid. 
 
Luke 6:46-49 {6:46} And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? {6:47} Whosoever 
cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: {6:48} He is 
like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood 
arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a 
rock. {6:49} But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house 
upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of 
that house was great. 
 
I grow weary of seeing marriages and young people fall. 
 
It will determine if your worldview will keep you standing in the storm or if you will collapse. 
 
Sand is not good foundational material. 
 
It is God first, not family first. 
 
What is a good source? Hearing the Word of God and Doing the Word of God - a Biblical Worldview. 
 
Biblical Worldview Statistics by George Barna: 
 
9% of born again believers with a Biblical Worldview. 
7% of Protestants with a Biblical Worldview. 
51% of Protestant Senior Pastors with a Biblical Worldview. 
 
Why is this taking place in Christiandom today? 51% of Protestant Senior Pastors? You can't give 
something you don't possess. 
 
There are 320,000 Protestant Churches in this country. The two largest - Southern Baptist (42,000) 71% 
pastors and United Methodist (35,000) 27% pastors. 
 
Now more than ever God's people must live with a Biblical Worldview. Everything is being turned upside 
down and design is being redefined. 
 
THE BIBLE IS GOD'S WORD 
 
1. IT IS ABSOLUTE TRUTH. 
 
Why? 
 
Only 35% in the country believe absolute truth exists. 
 



It is the Mind of God delivered by the Spirit of God. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 
Inspiration literally means "God breathed." 
 
2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as 
they were] moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 
One thing they have in common - the Spirit of God was active in the delivery of God's Word. 
 
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. 
 
All truth! 
 
Again, the common denominator is the Holy Spirit. 
 
In this post truth era, only 35% believe in absolute truth. 
 
God does not deal in selective or relative truth, He deals in absolute truth! 
 
2. IT IS INERRANT AND INFALLIBLE. 
 
Inerrant - Incapable of being wrong. 
Infallible - Incapable of making a mistake. 
 
Psalms 33:4 For the word of the LORD [is] right; and all his works [are done] in truth. 
 
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. 
 
You can count on God being right when you read His Word! 
 
3. IT IS ETERNAL. 
 
If you make anything else your source for your worldview, it will change, but not so with God. He never 
changes. 
 
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 
 



Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
 
God never changes! His Word is eternal! 
 
Psalms 119:89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 
 
God said it. That settles it. 
 
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 
 
4. IT IS LIFE GIVING. 
 
If you make His Word your source for your worldview, it will give life. 
 
John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. 
 
John 10:10-11 {10:10} The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. {10:11} I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
 
Any design that God has always has the purpose of creating or sustaining life. His designs are not 
destructive. 
 
Marriages don't have to die. 
Churches don't have to die. 
Friendships don't have to die. 
Governments don't have to die. 
 
God has a design for all these areas. 
 
The abundant life can only be experienced in God's design. It's when I step out of His design that I cease 
to experience the abundance of life and joy. 
 
5. IT GIVES US THE RIGHT DESIGN FOR LIVING. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 {3:1} To every [thing there is] a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
{3:2} A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up [that which is] planted; 
{3:3} A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; {3:4} A time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; {3:5} A time to cast away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; {3:6} A time to 
get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; {3:7} A time to rend, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; {3:8} A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 
time of peace. 



 
God has a design for everything. 
 
Is it time for you to step into God's design for some area in your life? Your marriage, parenting, finances, 
daily walk, witness, etc.? 
 
One of the greatest designs He has for us is His design for our salvation. Nobody else could have 
designed anything like that for us. Only God! 
 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
People have tried to re-work the design for salvation; my goodness, my morality, etc. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 {2:8} For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of 
God: {2:9} Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
Have you stepped into God's design or are you trying to get to heaven another way? 
 
Step into God's design! 



Doing the Word Requires Following Gods Design (Part 1) 
Pastor Mark Stump; May 9, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Colossians 1:12-17 

Quote: Sovereignty characterizes the whole being of God. He is sovereign in all His attributes. - A.W. 
Pink 
 
Have you come with an open heart today? The relevance of God's Word is eternal! 
 
We still deal with the 3 Headed Monster. 
 
1 John 2:16 For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
 
The Word of God is still bringing transformation. The power is in "The Word, The Word, The Word." 
 
If we are going to Do the Word, we are going to do it in accordance with His Word and His design. 
 
If I am going to Do the Word and follow God's design, I must have a Biblical Worldview. 
 
I praise Him for godly mothers. So much nurturing comes through mothers. You have a great influence 
in instilling a Biblical Worldview in your children. 
 
Too many parents are trying to be eternal teenagers, but that is not what God has called you to do. He 
has called you to instill a Biblical Worldview in your children. 
 
This sermon series may be one of the most important I've ever preached. 
 
Worldview: Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how 
if effects how we live. 
 
For a Christian, the way we live our life is by what sayeth the Word of God. 
 
Colossians 1:12-17 {1:12} Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light: {1:13} Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated [us] into the kingdom of his dear Son: {1:14} In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
[even] the forgiveness of sins: {1:15} Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: {1:16} For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: {1:17} And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
 
Delivered "me" from the power of darkness. As a Christian, we live our lives different from those who 
are in darkness. We live our lives in the light. There is a big difference between darkness and light. 



 
Ref. vs. 16 There is no thing that has not been touched by God, created by God. That includes you and 
me. 
 
If you have a Biblical Worldview, do you believe God's Word is absolute truth? 
 
If you do not believe that, you do not have a Biblical Worldview. 
 
If you said it is absolute truth, then you are accountable. 
 
Do you have a Biblical Worldview? 
 
FIVE BELIEFS EXAMINED WITH A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 
 
1. GOD HIMSELF. 
 
I've heard God described in many ways, "The man upstairs," "The Spirit in the Sky," etc. I believe those 
descriptions are derogatory. 
 
Out of 1,871 self-described Christians, 78% said God is the all-powerful all-knowing Creator of the 
Universe who rules the world today. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
God - 'ĕlōhîm (masculine noun) - plural of 'ĕlvôha (masculine noun) = God or Deity. 
 
Why is this significant? Because the God we worship and serve is Triune. One true God identified in 
three separate distinct equal entities. He is a Triune God. 
 
The illustration I like to use is water, steam, and ice. It is the same substance in different forms. 
 
They minister to us in three distinct areas. 
 
1 John 5:7-8 {5:7} For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost: and these three are one. {5:8} And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the 
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 
 
As a Triune God He is known through three entities. 
 
Regarding "the Word:" 
 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 



John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
The Word is Jesus. 
 
God is Triune - three in one. Do you believe that? 
 
HOW THEY INTERACT IN OUR LIVES: 
 
A. GOD THE FATHER - The Master Designer. 
 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit bring those designs into our lives. 
 
Colossians 1:15-16 {1:15} Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: {1:16} 
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: 
 
The blueprint came from God the Father. 
 
B. JESUS - The Son of God. 
 
He was virgin born. Do you believe that? 
 
Don't ever compromise the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, His virgin birth is uncompromisable. 
 
Jesus lived a sin-free life while on this earth. Do you believe that? 
 
Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin. 
 
Jesus died a substitutionary vicarious death on the cross carrying our sins in His body and our sins died 
on the cross. Do you believe that? 
 
Do you believe in a bodily resurrection? 
 
How we believe determines how we live our life. 
 
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to [his] purpose. 
 
This says to us God the Father is the Master Designer and what comes in our life is through Him. 
 



We are all flawed. The virgin birth of Jesus Christ was without flaw. Therefore, His sacrifice was 
sufficient. 
 
Because of Jesus Christ, we have resurrection power! Praise the Lord! 
 
Do you believe in His bodily ascension? His bodily return? I believe it! That effects how I live my life. 
 
This should effect how you live your life. 
 
Mark 13:32 But of that day and [that] hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. 
 
Remember the 1,871 self-described Christians? Of those, 39% strongly or somewhat believed that Jesus 
sinned while on the earth. 
 
That's troubling! 
 
C. THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
 
Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father, the Holy Spirit indwells in Christians. The Holy Spirit 
guides into truth, empowers, and equips for service. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
 
There is no place you can go alone, nothing you can say, no attitude or thought that you can hide. God is 
with you. 
 
You say, "How can I control that?" 
 
Quote: You can't keep the birds from flying around your head, but you can keep them from building a 
nest in your hair. - Martin Luther 
 
Turn these over to the Holy Spirit. 
 
GODLY ATTRIBUTES ONLY HE POSSESSES. 
 
1. SOVEREIGNTY. 
 
He is on the throne and He is in control. 
 
Acts 17:24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 
 



There is no place in existence that God is not the Lord over. 
 
Is He the Lord of your life? 
 
Acts 10:36 The word which [God] sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is 
Lord of all:) 
 
There is a difference between saying you have accepted Christ as your Savior and saying that He is Lord 
of your life. 
 
2. OMNIPOTENT. 
 
He is all-powerful. 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. 
 
3. OMNISCIENT. 
 
He is all-knowing. 
 
1 John 3:19-20 {3:19} And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before 
him. {3:20} For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
 
God knows. 
 
Do you believe that God is sovereign? 
Do you believe that God is omnipotent? 
Do you believe that God is omniscient? 
 
There is another attribute. 
 
4. OMNIPRESENT. 
 
He is all-present - everywhere. 
 
2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself 
strong in the behalf of [them] whose heart [is] perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: 
therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 
 
Do you believe He is omnipresent? 
 
In our world today, people are creating their own belief systems, in essence creating their own god. 
Cutting and pasting based upon what they want. 



 
The God I shared with you this morning is the God of the Scriptures! 
 
2. THE PERSON OF SATAN. 
 
What do you believe about Satan? 
 
Reality - Satan is real. He exists. 
 
Satan - satanas (proper masculine noun) = adversary (one who opposes another in purpose or act) 
 
Have you ever felt like the world is against you? Have you ever felt pushback, like you are in a fight? It's 
the adversary! 
 
Satan is totally in opposition with God. 
 
Satan was a created being. He was cast from heaven because he wanted to be worshiped like God. 
 
Isaiah 14:12-15 {14:12} How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! {14:13} For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the 
congregation, in the sides of the north: {14:14} I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like 
the most High. {14:15} Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 
 
Satan hates God. That is why you get pushback. 
 
Do you know anyone who has experienced tragedy in their life and fell by the wayside? 
 
I'm amazed when some people experience tragedy they run away from God when they should be 
running to Him. 
 
Remember the 1,871 self-described Christians? Of those, 59% strongly or somewhat believes Satan is 
not a living being but a symbol of evil. 
 
Know any Christians who are "secret sipping saints of the sanctuary," shacking up, etc. I could go on. 
 
Satan is a real being, a real entity. 
 
John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of [your] father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
 
They weren't Christians, they were religious. 
 



God is truth, Satan is a liar. 
 
Adam and Eve got expelled from the garden because they believed the lie of the serpent. 
 
Judas betrayed Christ and then went out and hung himself. 
 
Don't believe for a second that Satan is just a symbol! He is a real entity and you as a believer are his 
enemy! 
 
If you are a believer, you are in for a fight. 
 
Satan is a destroyer. 
 
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. 
 
Satan is the thief. 
 
Satan adds nothing positive to your life. Anything he adds is for the purpose of stealing and killing. 
 
His purpose is to steal your joy and destroy your witness. 
 
                             COMPARISON 
God is Love                                       Satan is hate 
God is Righteousness                      Satan is unrighteousness 
God is Life                                         Satan is death 
God is Truth                                      Satan is a liar 
 
You can't serve them both. You are under the influence of one or the other. It will be determined by 
your worldview. 
 
Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 
Which side are you on? 



Doing the Word Requires Following Gods Design (Part 2) 
Pastor Mark Stump; May 16, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Colossians 1:16-17 

Quote: The Christian faith is not true because it works; it works because it is true. - OS Guiness 
 
Foundation - Do you have a Biblical Worldview? 
 
Worldview: Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how 
if effects how we live. 
 
Why do I believe the Word? Because it is absolute truth! What you believe determines how you live. 
 
If you are in step with God you will be out of step with the world. 
 
Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 
I see people trying to live it both ways. You can't live in both worldviews, you'll be miserable. 
 
A Biblical Worldview will set you free. A secular worldview will keep you in bondage. 
 
A lot of people are crafting their own belief systems. 
 
Out of 1,871 self-described Christians, 78% said God is the all-powerful all-knowing Creator of the 
Universe who rules the world today. 
 
Of those 1,871 self-described Christians, 39% strongly or somewhat believed that Jesus sinned while on 
the earth. 
 
Of those 1,871 self-described Christians, 59% strongly or somewhat believes Satan is not a living being 
but a symbol of evil. 
 
That's troubling! 
 
                             COMPARISON 
God is Love                                        Satan is hate 
God is Righteousness                      Satan is unrighteousness 
God is Life                                         Satan is death 
God is Truth                                      Satan is a liar 
 
When we look at heaven, we know that nothing defiled will enter in. 
 



What we believe about God and Satan will affect how we live our lives. We are to flee evil and resist the 
devil. The problem today is you can't tell the difference between Christians and the rest of the world. 
 
We need to have a firm grasp on who God is and who Satan is. 
 
When we get that biblical grasp it will lead to a transformed life. 
 
Colossians 1:16-17 {1:16} For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: {1:17} And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
 
That is a biblical view of who God is. 
 
3. SIN AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
 
Sin = Missing the mark. It's shooting for something and not hitting it. 
 
We know the direction that God wants us to go; the target we need to hit, but we just don't hit the 
mark. 
 
1 John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 
 
He is not talking about Mosaic law - the 10 commandments, he is talking about going against the general 
counsel and direction of God. As God gives us mandates and gives us commandments, that is His law. 
 
1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 
Some think, "I will keep doing it and ask for forgiveness." They haven't experienced forgiveness. 
 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
If you don't hate your sin and keep going back, you haven't experienced forgiveness. 
 
There is also absolute sin. Some might say, "Well, that might be sin for you, but it's not sin for me." 
When God says, "Thou shalt not," that applies to us all. It's not a matter of relevancy. What God has 
declared to be sin is sin. 
 
Do you believe that? 
 
Self-justification doesn't change the Word of God. 
 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 



 
Regarding Hell and eternal punishment:  
 
- 39% believe it is a state of eternal separation from God's presence. 
- 32% believe it is an actual place of torment and suffering where people's souls go after death; this 
means 68% don't believe. For those who don't believe, that means they believe there is no 
consequences. 
 
Judges 21:25 In those days [there was] no king in Israel: every man did [that which was] right in his own 
eyes. 
 
Your children must understand there are consequences that are directly related to their behavior. 
Christians need to understand this as well. 
 
Luke 16:19-24 {16:19} There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day: {16:20} And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at 
his gate, full of sores, {16:21} And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. {16:22} And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; {16:23} 
And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
{16:24} And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
 
This is not a parable. Can you picture this? 
 
Vs. 22 Whether you are rich or poor, you are going to die. 
 
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
 
For all of us, our life will come to an end - we will die. 
 
Look at the difference in the consequences in this scripture. 
 
Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 
Revelation 14:11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest 
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
 
Take note of the word death in the following two verses: 
 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 



 
The Greek word for death: 2288 thanatos {than'-at-os} from 2348; (properly, an adjective used as a 
noun) death (literally or figuratively):--X deadly, (be...) death. See Greek-- 2348 
 
If you compare these verses; it is the same word for death in each. 
 
What is your view of eternal punishment? Some say a loving God wouldn't send anyone to hell. 
 
Hell was created for the devil and his angels, it was not created for Adam's race. God had better things 
planned for us. 
 
4. SALVATION AND ETERNAL LIFE. 
 
What is your view about heaven? What is your view about salvation. 
 
John 3:1-7 {3:1} There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: {3:2} The 
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. {3:3} Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. {3:4} Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? {3:5} Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. {3:6} That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. {3:7} Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
 
What do you believe it takes to go to heaven? Do you believe that you must be born again? 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 {2:8} For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of 
God: {2:9} Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
Grace is what God extends to us so we can be born again. Faith is the conduit through which we receive 
it. 
 
What do you believe it takes to go to heaven? That is the question before you. 
 
We've already proven by absolute truth that you must be born again to enter into heaven. We've 
already proven by absolute truth that our works are not good enough to give us access into heaven.  
 
- 43% believe they will go to heaven because they have confessed their sins and accepted Jesus. 
- 15% believe they will go to heaven because they are following the 10 commandments. 
- 15% believe they will go to heaven because they are a good person. 
- 76% believe that heaven exists. Isn't that amazing. You've got 68% that doesn't believe that hell exists, 
but you have 76% that believe that heaven does exist. We all like good thoughts. 
- 46% believe that heaven is to be eternally in God's presence.  



- Only 30% believe that heaven is an actual place. Really? 
 
John 14:2-3 {14:2} In my Father’s house are many mansions: if [it were] not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. {14:3} And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also. 
 
70% have tossed out what Jesus said. 
 
Revelation 21:1-6 {21:1} And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea. {21:2} And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. {21:3} And I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be] their God. {21:4} And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. {21:5} And he that 
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful. {21:6} And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
 
I believe in heaven! It is not just being in the presence of God, it is also being in the place of God. 
 
5. MAN'S PURPOSE. 
 
Why am I here? What is my purpose? 
 
Is it to put family first? I don't know where that lie came from. It is God first! 
 
People say, "I worship the ground my kids walk on." That's idolatry. 
 
Is it to make your business the best it can be? To make your kids a valedictorian? 
 
Would anyone miss me if I'm gone? You will be missed, especially if you are doing God's will. 
 
It's about fellowship. That was why we were created. 
 
Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 
 
I know what the cool of the day is like. I can see that when God would walk with them in the cool of the 
day. 
 
Man's purpose - How is this accomplished? It's very simple. 
 



Matthew 22:36-40 {22:36} Master, which [is] the great commandment in the law? {22:37} Jesus said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
{22:38} This is the first and great commandment. {22:39} And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. {22:40} On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
That's our purpose. It is carried over into: 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 {28:19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {28:20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 
If you want a life that is full and fulfilled; a life with eternal consequence, these will give you a life that is 
blessed. 



Doing the Word Requires Following Gods Design For Creation 
Pastor Mark Stump; May 23, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Genesis 1:1-5 

Quote: If the biblical creation account is in any degree unreliable, the rest of scripture stands on a shaky 
foundation. - John MacArthur 
 
Doing the Word requires following God's design. 
 
We started out looking at a Biblical Worldview. 
 
Worldview: Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how 
if effects how we live. 
 
What and why you believe it effects how you live your life on a daily basis. 
 
Every choice and decision we make is because of our worldview. 
 
This morning we are going to be a little more specific. We are going to look at creation. 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 {1:1} In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. {1:2} And the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. {1:3} And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. {1:4} And God 
saw the light, that [it was] good: and God divided the light from the darkness. {1:5} And God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
 
Verse 1; Do you believe that? 
 
His Word is absolute truth! 
 
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 
Creation is a hot topic today; Creation vs. Evolution 
 
What do you believe? If you don't believe in creation, then everything in the scriptures will be suspect to 
you. 
 
Evolution vs. Creation 
 
Evolution - There are 7 theories on the origin of life. 
 
- It started with an electric spark. 
- Molecules of life met on clay. 



- Life began at deep-sea vents. 
- Life had a chilly start. 
- The answer lies in understanding DNA formation. 
- Life had simple beginnings. 
- Life was brought here from elsewhere in space. 
 
Great news from the New York Times - Tests suggest scientists have found "Big Bang Goo." 
 
They say life arose as a result of spontaneous generation. That it all began as inorganic matter, or pre-
biotic soup, a puddle of green slime. They call it a "fortuitous concourse of atoms." Doesn't that sound 
intellectual? A flash of lightning hit the puddle of scum. Now why would intelligent people believe that? 
 
Quote: It's hard to imagine anything more absurd than the Naturalist's formula for the origin of the 
universe: nobody times nothing equals everything. There is no Creator; there is no design or purpose. 
Everything we see simply emerged and evolved by pure chance from a total void. - John MacArthur The 
Battle for the Beginning 
 
This next quote gets to the heart of their theory: 
 
Quote: There are only two possibilities as to how life arose; one is spontaneous generation arising to 
evolution, the other is a supernatural creative act of God, there is no third possibility. Spontaneous 
generation that life arose from non-living matter was scientifically disproved 120 years ago by Louis 
Pasteur and others. That leaves us with only one possible conclusion - that life arose as a creative act of 
God. (Listen to this carefully - this is the crux of the debate. He goes on to say) I will not accept that 
philosophically because I do not want to believe in God, therefore I choose to believe in that which I 
know is scientifically impossible, spontaneous generation arising to evolution. - Dr. George Wald (a 
Nobel Prize winner in Biology and professor Emeritus of Biology at Harvard, until his death in 1997) 
 
If you believe in God you recognize you have responsibility and accountability. That is why they don't 
want to believe in God. 
 
Psalms 14:1 The fool hath said in his heart, [There is] no God. They are corrupt, they have done 
abominable works, [there is] none that doeth good. 
 
When you look at Evolution - The 7 theories on the origin of life, there are: 
 
FOUR ISSUES EVOLUTIONISTS CAN'T RECONCILE 
 
1. ORIGIN OF LIFE. 
 
We just talked about that, lightning hitting a puddle of scum, and some other very unbelievable things. 
 
2. THE LAW OF BIOGENESIS. 
 



The Law of Biogenesis: Everything reproduces after its own kind. 
 
Genesis 1:11-12 {1:11} And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, [and] the 
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed [is] in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. {1:12} And 
the earth brought forth grass, [and] herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose 
seed [was] in itself, after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 
 
When you see these evolution graphs - a mud puddle to a tad pole, etc. It doesn't happen like that. 
 
If I plant corn, I'm not going to get potatoes. 
 
3. THERE IS NO TRANSITIONAL FOSSIL RECORD. 
 
If life had progressed like they say, there would have been a fossil record of each change. 
 
4. THE EARTH IS DETERIORATING. 
 
This is the opposite of the concept of evolution. 
 
A patch of weeds will not turn into a golf course someday if left alone. But a golf course left unattended 
will become a patch of weeds. 
 
I believe in stewardship of the earth; we are to take care of it. 
 
Psalms 115:16 The heaven, [even] the heavens, [are] the LORD’S: but the earth hath he given to the 
children of men. 
 
The first job mankind had was stewardship of the earth. 
 
I am highly skeptical of many of the reports coming out of the scientific community on climate change. 
 
WHY IS THE STUDY OF CREATION IMPORTANT? 
 
1. BECAUSE EDUCATION TODAY IS TOTALLY ONE-SIDED. 
 
The education of our children is totally our responsibility. 
 
I have much appreciation for our educators but truth must be learned at home - Biblical Truth. 
 
Everything is being outsourced today. 
 
Don't outsource the spiritual training of your children to the church - it is your responsibility. 
 



Take a walk with your kids and point out to them God's creation. Point out the things that only God can 
do. 
 
Talk to our kids who went to college and the professors they have encountered; failing grades and 
refused papers because they believe in God and creation. 
 
2. IT ESTABLISHES IF YOU TRULY BELIEVE GOD'S WORD. 
 
If you don't believe the first verse, everything after will be suspect to you. 
 
John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. 
 
Why eternal life? Because they are truth! 
 
3. IT REVEALS A GOD OF INFINITE POWER. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
Genesis 1:1 also reveals a God of infinite power. 
 
Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
 
He is worthy to receive glory and honor. He is worthy to be believed. 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. 
 
4. IT REVEALS A GOD OF ORDER AND DESIGN. 
 
Our God is not a God of confusion and chaos, He is absolutely a God of order and a God of design. 
 
In Genesis we see the order and design develop. We can apply that in our lives. 
 
If your life or house is always in a state of confusion and chaos, something is our of God's design. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not [the author] of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the 
saints. 
 
Which do you prefer, confusion and chaos or peace? 
 
1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 
 



Decency and order is a reflection of God. 
 
There is never any chaos and confusion between God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit - The Triune God. 
 
5. WE GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF GOD'S SELF-SUFFICIENCY. 
 
God didn't need anything from any other source to create the universe. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:26 For the earth [is] the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof. 
 
He simply spoke it and it was. He said, "Let there be." It was at the command of His voice. 
 
6. HE IS THE GOD OF ALL RELATIONSHIPS. 
 
The most magnificent creation of all is you because you were created in His image. 
 
Psalms 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made: marvellous [are] thy works; 
and [that] my soul knoweth right well. 
 
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
 
He did that to have relationship and fellowship with you. Have you thought about the extent that God 
went through just to have a relationship with you - just to hang out with you? 
 
Genesis 1:26-28 {1:26} And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. {1:27} So God created man in his 
[own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. {1:28} And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth. 
 
You have dominion because you are in His likeness. 
 
Do you have a personal relationship with God? The God who did all this to have a relationship with you; 
do you have a personal relationship with Him? 
 
Do you know that you are going to heaven? 
 
I wouldn't leave this place without knowing it! 



Doing the Word Reveals the Source of Life 
Pastor Mark Stump; May 30, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31 

Quote: The souls deepest thirst is for God Himself, who has made us so that we can never be satisfied 
without Him. - F.F. Bruce 
 
If you are going to Do the Word, you have to follow God's design. 
 
We looked at a Biblical Worldview. 
 
Worldview: Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how 
if effects how we live. 
 
When we look at a Biblical Worldview, we look at everything through the lens of Scripture. 
 
Last week we looked at creation. The Word is absolute truth. 
 
This morning, we are going to look at how God is the Source of Life. 
 
God created us. God doesn't make mistakes. 
 
You are the most magnificent creation of God because you are created in God's image. 
 
Genesis 1:26-31 {1:26} And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. {1:27} So God created man in his 
[own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. {1:28} And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth. {1:29} And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which 
[is] upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which [is] the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you 
it shall be for meat. {1:30} And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given] every green herb for meat: and 
it was so. {1:31} And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, [it was] very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
 
HE CREATED US MALE AND FEMALE 
 
Man is not a product of evolution. 
 
It is constantly being thrown in our face; Hormone Therapy, Gender Reassignment, Gender Dysphoria, 
Transgender, etc. 



 
At birth, we say, "Was it a boy or a girl?" Those are the two choices that you've got. 
 
Have you ever heard the phrase, "Follow the Science." 
 
The science says that males have the X & Y chromosomes and male genitalia. Females have the X & X 
chromosomes and female genitalia. 
 
Quote: The tendency today is to stress the equality of men and women by minimizing the unique 
significance of our maleness or femaleness. But this depreciation of male and female personhood is a 
great loss. It is taking a tremendous toll on generations of young men and women who do not know 
what it means to be a man or a woman. Confusion over the meaning of sexual personhood today is 
epidemic. The consequence of this confusion is not a free and happy harmony among gender-free 
persons relating on the basis of abstract competencies. The consequence rather is more divorce, more 
homosexuality, more sexual abuse, more promiscuity, more social awkwardness, and more emotional 
distress and suicide that come with the loss of God-given identity. - John Piper 
 
That is a very powerful and very true statement. 
 
We see a redefining of terminology: 
 
Sex - refers to the biological classification of a person as male or female based on physical features. 
 
Gender - refers to the social and psychological classification of a person as male or female based upon 
personal perception. 
 
Historically, a person's physical sex and social gender were regarded as unified. So a physical male was 
also a social male, and a physical female was also a social female. 
 
1. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN ARE NOT ACCIDENTS. 
 
Isaiah 49:5 And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb [to be] his servant, to bring Jacob 
again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God 
shall be my strength. 
 
Psalms 139:13-14 {139:13} For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s 
womb. {139:14} I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made: marvellous [are] thy works; 
and [that] my soul knoweth right well. 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-5 {1:4} Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, {1:5} Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations. 
 
Every one of us are who we are because that is what God deemed us to be. 



 
Have you ever read where God asked Adam and Eve if they were comfortable with their assigned sex? 
He never asked them about their sexual orientation or sexual preference, or if they were they 
comfortable with their assigned pronouns. 
 
God doesn't make mistakes. 
 
2. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN ARE VERY GOOD. 
 
Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, [it was] very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
 
GENDER LIES & MYTHS 
 
1. YOUR SEX MAY BE ASSIGNED AT BIRTH BUT NOT YOUR GENDER. 
 
Now its based upon personal perception. 
 
2. OUR GENDER AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION HAS BECOME OUR TOTAL IDENTITY. 
 
Our gender is only a part of our identity, not our total being. As a believer, our identity is in Jesus Christ. 
 
3. THERE ARE NO BIOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES. 
 
Why don't we follow the science. 
 
4. THERE ARE NO SEPARATE SOCIAL ROLES. 
 
This has began to creep into the church around the world as well. 
 
HE CREATED US, WE DID NOT EVOLVE 
 
Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was an English natural historian and geologist; a proponent of the theory of 
evolution by natural selection; full name Charles Robert Darwin. While the naturalist on the HMS Beagle 
for her voyage around the Southern Hemisphere (1831-1836), he collected the material that became the 
basis for his ideas on natural selection. Notable works: On the Origin of Species (1859) and The Descent 
of Man (1871). 
 
Darwin's theories receive a huge boost from the "Scopes Monkey Trial" in the early 1920's. 
 
God created us. We did not evolve. 
 
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 



 
The root problem of what we are seeing today is rebellion against God. It is also a departure from the 
Word of God and the truth that the Word is absolute truth. 
 
As mankind gives more into their depravity we are going to see many abominations. 
 
Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
 
1. GOD IS OUR CREATOR. 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-5 {1:4} Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, {1:5} Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations. 
 
4 Key Words: 
 
Formed - yāṣar (verb) = To fashion; squeezing into shape, like a potter. 
 
Knew - yāḏaʿ (verb) = To know, to recognize. 
 
Sanctified - qāḏaš (verb) = To consecrate, prepare. 
 
A part of our formation was our spiritual giftedness. 
 
Ordained - nāṯan (verb) = To give, to set. 
 
Jeremiah existed in the mind and the plan of God before he ever existed in his mother's womb. The 
same is true for us. 
 
Are you traveling the path He set you on? 
 
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith: 
 
2. WE ARE CREATED IN HIS IMAGE. 
 
Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
 
3. WE ARE CREATED FOR HIS GLORY. 
 
It is only when we are traveling on the pathway that God set us on that we glorify Him. 
 



1 Corinthians 6:19-20 {6:19} What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which 
is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? {6:20} For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
It was a high price - the Son of God. 
 
4. WE ARE CREATED FOR FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. 
 
I can picture God coming to Adam and Eve in the garden in the cool of the day and walking with them. 
 
He wants to walk with you that way. 
 
God has covered our sin like He covered Adam and Eve's; he covered our sin through the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
God's provision for our brokenness came through Jesus Christ. 



Do The Word and Enjoy God’s Design For Marriage 
Pastor Mark Stump; June 6, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Genesis 2:7-8; Genesis 2:18-25 

Quote: As God made man in His own image, so He made earthly marriage in the image of His own 
eternal marriage with His people. - Geoffrey Bromiley 
 
This is one of the most important series I've preached because we see so much immorality, rebellion 
against God, and the exchange of truth for lies. 
 
Do you have a Biblical Worldview? Do you believe His Word is absolute truth? 
 
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 
If you do not believe Genesis 1:1, then everything else is suspect. 
 
If you would have told me 40 years ago that I would have to preach a message on male and female I 
would have said you are crazy. 
 
Today we are going to look at God's design for Marriage. 
 
Genesis 2:7-8 {2:7} And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. {2:8} And the LORD God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
 
Genesis 2:18-25 {2:18} And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him. {2:19} And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air; and brought [them] unto Adam to see what he would call them: and 
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that [was] the name thereof. {2:20} And Adam gave 
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not 
found an help meet for him. {2:21} And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he 
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; {2:22} And the rib, which the 
LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. {2:23} And Adam 
said, This [is] now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. {2:24} Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one flesh. {2:25} And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed. 
 
We are bombarded on every side about marriage. We want to look at God's design for marriage. 
 
1. BIBLICAL MARRIAGE IS A GOD ORDAINED, GODLY INSTITUTION. 
 



Marriage is God ordained; God created marriage, it is a Holy and Divine Institution. It is a godly 
institution, not secular at all. 
 
It breaks my heart to see how some people handle their marriage.  
 
People treat marriage like a club membership. They don't understand that this thing that they are 
handling is God's property, God's creation. 
 
Since it is holy and divine, the rules of God apply. 
 
We see such a change taking place in our culturally immoral society. People are applying the wrong rules 
to marriage - and they have allowed a secular mindset to enter into their beliefs about marriage - 
secular worldview. 
 
A biblical marriage must be handled with the greatest of care, the greatest of compassion, the greatest 
of love, and the greatest of truth. 
 
Your marriage may be a train wreck, but your marriage is still holy and divine. You may not be acting 
very godly, but the institution of marriage itself is godly. 
 
If you are married, you are a part of a godly institution, and we need to treat it as such. 
 
2. IT IS ONLY BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN. 
 
Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh. 
 
Jesus repeats this in Matthew 19:5. 
 
Matthew 19:5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh? 
 
When you look at the word "man": 
 
Man - 'îš (masculine noun) = Male. 
 
When you look at the word "wife": 
 
Wife - 'iššâ (feminine noun) = Female. 
 
The reality is they cannot be changed. They are what they are. They don't possess a dual meaning. 
 
It is only between a man and a woman. 
 



We live culturally in a time when people think they can change this, but it is unchanging. We talked 
about this last week. People changing their gender, changing their sex, transgenderism, transgender 
disphoria, etc. 
 
3. IT WAS INSTITUTED FOR COMPANIONSHIP. 
 
Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him. 
 
This was the first thing that God ever declared not to be good. 
 
An interesting component to "help meet," to give relief. 
 
We should make it easier for our spouses, not harder. 
 
There are times when we struggle with this and don't make it easier on our spouses. 
 
Companionship means to share our lives together. To share the good and the not so good, to share 
struggles. 
 
We should make it easier for our spouse, not harder. 
 
4. IT'S A COVENANT UNION. 
 
A covenant is an agreement without an escape clause. It is a covenant union - an agreement never to 
get, it is only to give. 
 
On your wedding day, you didn't see into the future - a stroke, bad biopsy report, loss of a job, loss of 
home, etc. 
 
But when those things come you are there for the companionship. 
 
Proverbs 2:16-17 {2:16} To deliver thee from the strange woman, [even] from the stranger [which] 
flattereth with her words; {2:17} Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of 
her God. 
 
It is an agreement made between the two of you, but it is also an agreement with God. 
 
5. BIBLICAL MARRIAGE IS TO BE PERMANENT. 
 
Matthew 19:3-6 {19:3} The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every cause? {19:4} And he answered and said unto them, Have ye 
not read, that he which made [them] at the beginning made them male and female, {19:5} And said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one 



flesh? {19:6} Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 
 
It is in God's design that it is a permanent covenant relationship. It is a reflection of Jesus Christ and His 
Church. 
 
These first five things are becoming increasingly more difficult in todays society for the biblical design on 
marriage. 
 
ONGOING THREATS TO IT'S PERMANENCY 
 
A. COHABITATION. 
 
Cohabitation is undermining biblical marriage. 
 
41% of practicing Christians are okay with cohabitation. 
 
It is completely against scripture. 
 
You have people trying to mix a biblical worldview and a secular worldview. You can't have it both ways. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:2-4 {4:2} For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. {4:3} For 
this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: {4:4} That 
every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 
 
Sex outside of marriage is considered fornication and has been declared to be sin. 
 
Do you think Christians want to be engaged in wilfull sin, wilfull disobedience, wilfull rebellion against 
God? 
 
B. POLYAMOROUS. 
 
Basically polygamy. 
 
Deuteronomy 17:17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither 
shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. 
 
Matthew 19:5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh? 
 
C. HOMOSEXUALITY. 
 
Mark 10:6-7 {10:6} But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. {10:7} For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 



 
You hear people say, "It is in their genes," or "it is their right." Their preference doesn't take precedence 
over the Word of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 {6:9} Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, {6:10} Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
"Effeminate" - malakos (adjective) =  
1. soft, soft to the touch 
2. metaph. in a bad sense 
A. effeminate 
i. of a catamite 
ii. of a boy kept for homosexual relations with a man 
iii. of a male who submits his body to unnatural lewdness 
iv. of a male prostitute 
 
"Abusers of themselves with mankind" - arsenokoitēs (masculine noun) = 
1. one who lies with a male as with a female, sodomite, homosexual 
 
This says nothing about rights or social acceptance. 
 
Romans 1:24-28 {1:24} Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: {1:25} Who changed the truth of God into a 
lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
{1:26} For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: {1:27} And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. {1:28} And even as they did 
not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient; 
 
The scripture is very plain. 
 
Do you have a Biblical Worldview? 
 
Do you believe God's Word is absolute truth? 
 
Before your lifetime is over, there is not a family who won't be touched by this. 
 
Do you choose biblical truth or human rights? Human emotions? Social acceptance? 
 
Which is more important to you? 



 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 
"Is given by inspiration of God" - theopneustos (adjective) = 
1. inspired by God 
A. the contents of the scriptures 
θεόπνευστος theópneustos, theh-op'-nyoo-stos; from G2316 and a presumed derivative of G4154; 
divinely breathed in:—given by inspiration of God. 
 
Hold your Bible in front of you, look at it and grasp this wonderful truth; this is the breath of God! 
 
Does that make you look at it a little differently? 
 
My heart's desire is that all of us will grasp the Biblical Worldview concerning marriage. 
 
We will touch on these remaining two next week: 
 
6. BIBLICAL MARRIAGE HAS PURPOSE. 
 
7. BIBLICAL MARRIAGE REPRESENTS THE UNION BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. 
 
Would your marriage be a good representation of the union between Christ and the Church? 
 



Do The Word and Become a Biblical Spouse 
Pastor Mark Stump; June 13, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Ephesians 5:21-33 

Quote: A home with no head is a disaster, one with two is a monstrosity. - John Blanchard 
 
James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
 
If you are going to "Do the Word" you must follow God's design. 
 
You must have a Biblical Worldview. 
 
Worldview: Working Definition (Stumpy's definition): Everything we believe, why we believe it, and how 
if effects how we live. 
 
God's Word is absolute truth. A Biblical Worldview - His Word is the lens through which we view life. 
 
Biblical Marriage is under attack in our society today. The 3 primary sources of these attacks are: 
 
A. COHABITATION. 
 
Cohabitation is undermining biblical marriage. 
 
41% of practicing Christians are okay with cohabitation. 
 
It is completely against scripture. 
 
You have people trying to mix a biblical worldview and a secular worldview. You can't have it both ways. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:2-4 {4:2} For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. {4:3} For 
this is the will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: {4:4} That 
every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 
 
Sex outside of marriage is considered fornication and has been declared to be sin. 
 
Do you think Christians want to be engaged in willful sin, willful disobedience, willful rebellion against 
God? 
 
B. POLYAMOROUS. 
 
Basically polygamy. 
 



Deuteronomy 17:17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither 
shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. 
 
Matthew 19:5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh? 
 
C. HOMOSEXUALITY. 
 
Mark 10:6-7 {10:6} But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. {10:7} For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 
 
You hear people say, "It is in their genes," or "it is their right." Their preference doesn't take precedence 
over the Word of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 {6:9} Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, {6:10} Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
"Effeminate" - malakos (adjective) =  
1. soft, soft to the touch 
2. metaph. in a bad sense 
A. effeminate 
i. of a catamite 
ii. of a boy kept for homosexual relations with a man 
iii. of a male who submits his body to unnatural lewdness 
iv. of a male prostitute 
 
"Abusers of themselves with mankind" - arsenokoitēs (masculine noun) = 
1. one who lies with a male as with a female, sodomite, homosexual 
 
This says nothing about rights or social acceptance. 
 
Romans 1:24-28 {1:24} Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: {1:25} Who changed the truth of God into a 
lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
{1:26} For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: {1:27} And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. {1:28} And even as they did 
not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient; 
 
The scripture is very plain. 



 
We are in a society which is genderless and wanting to remove roles out of society. 
 
There are people who don't know where they fit and what their roles are. 
 
There is such a blurred vision as to why God created us and what He created us for. 
 
Ephesians 5:21-33 {5:21} Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. {5:22} Wives, submit 
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. {5:23} For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. {5:24} Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing. {5:25} 
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; {5:26} That he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, {5:27} That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. {5:28} So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 
loveth himself. {5:29} For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as 
the Lord the church: {5:30} For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. {5:31} For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be 
one flesh. {5:32} This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. {5:33} 
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife [see] that 
she reverence [her] husband. 
 
One of the things that has been lost is the equating between husband and wife and the union between 
Christ and the Church. 
 
Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
 
We are representative of the union between Christ and the Church. 
 
1. BIBLICAL MARRIAGE IS REPRESENTATIVE OF JESUS AND THE CHURCH. 
 
Quote: God patterned marriage purposefully after the relationship between His Son and the church, 
which He planned from eternity. And therefore marriage is a mystery; it contains and conceals a 
meaning far greater than what we see on the outside. What God has joined together in marriage is to be 
a reflection of the union between the Son of God and His bride the church. Those of us who are married 
need to ponder again and again how mysterious and wonderful it is that we are granted by God the 
privilege to image forth stupendous divine realities infinitely bigger and greater than ourselves. - John 
Piper 
 
Though distinct, we are a part of the body, a part of the same team. 
 
A. HE SAID HE WOULD BUILD IT. 
 



Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 
Any marriage that is going to represent the union between Christ and the church must be built, and 
rebuilt. It must have the handprints and fingerprints of God on it. 
 
B. HE WOULD SANCTIFY IT. 
 
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
 
He will set it apart. A biblical couple in a biblical marriage will set apart from the world. It has been 
washed and cleansed. 
 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 
 
You want the world watching you and seeing what a difference God makes in your life and marriage. 
 
When people see the difference God has made in your life they will want the same thing. 
 
Don't you get tired of the junk going on in the world. Just because it is going on around you doesn't 
mean it has to go on in your life. 
 
C. HE WOULD CLEANSE IT. 
 
So many marriages need cleansed of jealousy, discontentment, anger, etc. 
 
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
 
D. HE HAS A GLORIOUS PLAN FOR IT. 
 
Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
 
He has a glorious plan for each and every one of you. 
 
Do you have a glorious plan for your marriage and family? He does! 
 
What does it take? 
 
2. HUSBANDS AND WIVES MUST BELIEVE AND OBEY GOD'S WORD. 
 
Do you believe His Word is absolute truth? 
 



If that is the case there shouldn't be any of the confusion we have. God is not the author of confusion. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not [the author] of confusion, but of peace, as in 
all churches of the saints. 
 
Couples with confusion are not following God's directives in His Word. 
 
A. WIVES SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS. 
 
That is offensive in our society today.  
 
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
 
It is the recognition of authority. We all have a place on the team. "It is my place on this team." 
 
Do you have any problem with submitting to the authority of Jesus? 
 
1- SUBMISSION IS NOT SILENCE. 
 
To submit does not mean silence. 
 
2- SUBMISSION IS NOT INFERIORITY. 
 
To submit does not mean inferior. 
 
You discuss, but it is the man's role to make the call. 
 
How many of you men know your wife's spiritual gifts? I recommend you do know them, and if the 
decision falls within the realm of your wife's spiritual gifts and not yours, I highly recommend you 
consider her judgment on the matter. 
 
Ephesians 5:21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
 
"Submitting yourselves one to another." It is vital we work together. 
 
When you find yourself properly interacting with your spouse you will find a fulness of freedom and joy. 
 
B. HUSBANDS LOVE YOUR WIVES. 
 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
 
Love - agapaō (verb) = 
1. of persons 
A. to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly 



2. of things 
A. to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing 
"to have a preference for, wish well to, regard the welfare of: Matthew 5:43ff; Matthew 19:19; Luke 7:5; 
John 11:5; Romans 13:8; 2 Corinthians 11:11; 2 Corinthians 12:15; Galatians 5:14; Ephesians 5:25, 28; 1 
Peter 1:22, and elsewhere; used often in the First Epistle of John of the love of Christians toward one 
another; of the benevolence which God, in providing salvation for men, has exhibited by sending his Son 
to them and giving him up to death" 
 
Your husband has been tasked with loving you as Jesus loved the church. That becomes real heavy really 
quick. 
 
To love not so much with feelings but with actions and decisions. 
 
1- SACRIFICIALLY. 
 
1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love [of God,] because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 
lay down [our] lives for the brethren. 
 
Men would you die for your wife? 
 
Would you lay down your life on a daily basis? Sacrificially, will you deny yourself for your wife? 
 
When you married, you made a vow to give, not to receive anything or get anything. 
 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 
Are you daily displaying your love for your wife? 
 
2. UNCONDITIONALLY. 
 
The church has a lot of warts and scars, yet He loves us unconditionally. 
 
God doesn't keep score cards. He wants us to love one another unconditionally. 
 
What if Jesus looked at you and said, "I have done all this for you, why don't you do this one thing for 
me?" 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 {13:4} Charity suffereth long, [and] is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up, {13:5} Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; {13:6} Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; {13:7} Beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
 
You hear some people say, "I don't love them anymore." What? Did you stop being a Christian? 



 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. 
 
3- PURPOSELY. 
 
It is not a haphazard love. 
 
John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end. 
 
"He loved them unto the end." 
 
Think about all the miles He walked with them, through all the tough patches, He loved them unto the 
end. 
 
If you are going to follow God's design - you are going to love them unto the end. 
 
Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the 
wife [see] that she reverence [her] husband. 
 
Love and respect. 
 
Ladies, your husbands desire your respect more than your love. It's a man thing. They want you to love 
them too. 
 
Men, your wives just want you to love them. The want your respect also. 
 
Do the Word according to God's design. 
 
The world is clueless to Biblical Marriage. 



Do the Word and See God’s Design for Government 
Pastor Mark Stump; June 27, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Romans 13:1-7 

Quote: The better we understand the seething evil of the human heart that is ready to breakout where 
there is no restraint, the more thankful we will be for government. - John Piper 
 
If you are going to Do the Word, you must follow God's design. 
 
God's design is being challenged in every area of our society. There isn't anything that God doesn't have 
a design for. Because of that, there isn't anything that Satan will not challenge. 
 
We are looking at a tremendous upheaval today in every aspect of our society. The adversary and those 
who are anti-God have become emboldened and encouraged by some of the silly choices we have 
made, and some of the ungodly choices we have made, even legislated and made into law. 
 
They have become very much emboldened and empowered, so now they are going for everything they 
can get; gaining ground anywhere they can gain ground. 
 
A lot of people may look at this message and think that it is political, but it is not political at all and I 
don't want you to think of it that way. 
 
This morning we want to look at God's design for government. I certainly do not intend for this to be 
politicized in any way. 
 
Romans 13:1-7 {13:1} Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of God. {13:2} Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. {13:3} For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: {13:4} For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to [execute] wrath upon him that doeth evil. {13:5} Wherefore [ye] must needs be subject, not 
only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. {13:6} For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are 
God’s ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. {13:7} Render therefore to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute [is due;] custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 
 
Stop and think of all the things God has ordained - marriage, church, etc. 
 
Ref. vs 1 - Government is ordained by God. 
 
Ref. vs 2 - "damnation" doesn't mean annihilation, it means judgment. 
 



1 Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 
himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 
 
Again, in this instance it is not annihilation, it is judgment. The way you respond to government God is 
going to look at that and take that into account. 
 
Ref. vs 4 - There will be consequences and retribution whenever an individual goes against the 
government and lives in direct disobedience to the government. 
 
Ref. vs 6 - I struggle with this when I hear people from the podium espousing, supporting, and 
condoning ungodly things; things that are strictly against the teaching of scripture, for they are God's 
ministers. 
 
But then I look back throughout time God has raised up godly leadership to lead His people, teach His 
people, to interact and work with His people, but God has also used heathen nations and heathen 
leadership to interact and deal with His people. 
 
When I look at this, I have to look at it from that mindset.  
 
Have faith God will use anybody to accomplish His purposes. 
 
A CITIZENRY'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THEIR GOVERNMENT 
 
There is an upheaval around the world against governments. 
 
There is an ongoing battle in our country as to what type of government we will be. We see socialists, 
communists, etc. 
 
1. GOD ESTABLISHES GOVERNMENTS. 
 
Daniel 2:19-22 {2:19} Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the 
God of heaven. {2:20} Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his: {2:21} And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 
{2:22} He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what [is] in the darkness, and the light 
dwelleth with him. 
 
Ref. vs 21 - God who is sovereign and in control removes kings and sets up kings. 
 
Daniel 4:17 This matter [is] by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy 
ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. 
 
God rules in the kingdom of men. He is sovereign. 



 
Every choice we make is based upon our worldview. But we must also recognize the handy-work of God. 
 
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: 
 
We think government is created for us. It was created by Him for Him. 
 
It would behoove elected officials to start each day by asking God to guide them and their decisions that 
they would please Him and serve His will. 
 
Government has a role in God's plans. 
 
One of the tools God uses to bring about the fruition of His plans is government. 
 
Sometimes He uses government to bless and sometimes to punish. 
 
How many times do we see God raise up a nation against them to bring them back to Him. 
 
I know God hasn't changed - His method hasn't changed - the extent He went to bring His people back to 
Him. That is why I am so concerned about our nation today. 
 
2. OUR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
A. EXERCISE CIVIL OBEDIENCE. 
 
I struggle with that sometimes because we have some really dumb laws and rules. 
 
Is there a place for civil disobedience? Yes! Not rioting or looting, but civil disobedience - speaking out. 
 
Acts 4:19-20 {4:19} But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. {4:20} For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard. 
 
There are some things which are in direct opposition to God which I cannot adhere to. 
 
Acts 5:29 Then Peter and the [other] apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men. 
 
Civil obedience doesn't overrule spiritual obedience. 
 
There are times we have to take a stand for that which is right according to the teachings of the Word of 
God. 



 
We must never come into allegiance with that which opposes God and His Word. 
 
B. WE ARE TO SUPPORT THROUGH TAXES. 
 
Matthew 22:16-21 {22:16} And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any 
[man:] for thou regardest not the person of men. {22:17} Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? {22:18} But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why 
tempt ye me, [ye] hypocrites? {22:19} Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 
{22:20} And he saith unto them, Whose [is] this image and superscription? {22:21} They say unto him, 
Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and 
unto God the things that are God’s. 
 
Matthew 17:24-27 {17:24} And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute [money] 
came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? {17:25} He saith, Yes. And when he was 
come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of 
the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? {17:26} Peter saith unto him, Of 
strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. {17:27} Notwithstanding, lest we should 
offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when 
thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and 
thee. 
 
He did that so they could fulfill their civil duty and responsibility. 
 
C. WE ARE TO HONOR AND REVERE. 
 
Why is that? 
 
We are to honor and revere the institution which God has created and ordained. 
 
3. GOD ENCOURAGES A REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. 
 
God was always telling them "choose you out" leaders to represent them. 
 
Joshua 4:1-4 {4:1} And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the 
LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, {4:2} Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man, 
{4:3} And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the 
lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night. {4:4} Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had 
prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man: 
 
He told them to choose a representative. 
 



Exodus 18:13-27 {18:13} And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and 
the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. {18:14} And when Moses’ father in law 
saw all that he did to the people, he said, What [is] this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest 
thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even? {18:15} And Moses said 
unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to enquire of God: {18:16} When they have a 
matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one and another, and I do make [them] know the 
statutes of God, and his laws. {18:17} And Moses’ father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest 
[is] not good. {18:18} Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that [is] with thee: for this 
thing [is] too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. {18:19} Hearken now unto my 
voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou 
mayest bring the causes unto God: {18:20} And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt 
shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. {18:21} Moreover thou 
shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and 
place [such] over them, [to be] rulers of thousands, [and] rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 
of tens: {18:22} And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, [that] every great matter 
they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and 
they shall bear [the burden] with thee. {18:23} If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee [so,] 
then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. {18:24} So 
Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had said. {18:25} And Moses chose 
able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of 
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. {18:26} And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard 
causes they brought unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves. {18:27} And Moses let 
his father in law depart; and he went his way into his own land. 
 
Take what you are doing and give them the authority to do what you are doing. 
 
Now we are seeing government has really grown. 
 
Acts 6:1-8 {6:1} And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
ministration. {6:2} Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples [unto them,] and said, It is not 
reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. {6:3} Wherefore, brethren, look ye out 
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business. {6:4} But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. {6:5} 
And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of 
Antioch: {6:6} Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid [their] hands on 
them. {6:7} And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. {6:8} And Stephen, full of faith 
and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. 
 
4. GOD IS NOT A SOCIALIST. 
 
I can make that statement because of the character, nature, and actions of God. 



 
Socialism - any of various economic and political theories advocating: 
 
- Collective or governmental ownership and administration of the means of production and distribution 
of goods. 
 
- A system of society or group living in which there is no private property. 
 
- A system or condition of society in which the means of production are owned and controlled by the 
state. 
 
How can we say that God is not a socialist? 
 
A. GOD BELIEVES IN WORK. 
 
Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it. 
 
Genesis 3:17-19 {3:17} And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed [is] the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat [of] it all the days of thy life; {3:18} Thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; {3:19} In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou [art,] and 
unto dust shalt thou return. 
 
He believes in work that makes you sweat. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat. 
 
If you don't work, you don't eat. 
 
We have so many entangled with entitlement. 
 
Entitlement leads to Dependency, and Dependency leads to Control. 
 
B. GOD BELIEVES IN REWARD. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 {25:14} For [the kingdom of heaven is] as a man travelling into a far country, [who] 
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. {25:15} And unto one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took 
his journey. {25:16} Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and 
made [them] other five talents. {25:17} And likewise he that [had received] two, he also gained other 
two. {25:18} But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 



{25:19} After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. {25:20} And so he 
that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto 
me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. {25:21} His lord said unto him, Well 
done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {25:22} He also that had received two talents came 
and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside 
them. {25:23} His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {25:24} Then he 
which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: {25:25} And I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, [there] thou hast [that is] thine. {25:26} His lord answered and 
said unto him, [Thou] wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and 
gather where I have not strawed: {25:27} Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and [then] at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. {25:28} Take 
therefore the talent from him, and give [it] unto him which hath ten talents. {25:29} For unto every one 
that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath. {25:30} And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Ref: Luke 19:20 - I find it funny that he hid it in a napkin, a napkin was used for wiping sweat. 
 
There was no equal redistribution. Sounds like capitalism to me. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things [done] in [his] body, according to that he hath done, whether [it be] good or bad. 
 
What does this have to do with the gospel? Christians are to be the best citizens. Born again people are 
to live differently from the world. 
 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 
 
The only way that is going to happen is if we live differently from the world. 
 
We are to live as kingdom citizens, as ambassadors of Christ. We live as free men. 
 
John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
God's people need to lead the change. 



Do the Word and Experience Freedom 
Pastor Mark Stump; July 4, 2021 

Focus Scripture: John 8:31-36 

God created everything. The same power resides in you. God never asks us to do anything that is 
unreasonable. 
 
John 8:31-36 {8:31} Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
[then] are ye my disciples indeed; {8:32} And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
{8:33} They answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest 
thou, Ye shall be made free? {8:34} Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. {8:35} And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: [but] the 
Son abideth ever. {8:36} If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
 
I am thankful for the freedom we have. We can freely gather and worship the Lord. Many places in the 
world don't have that - they still meet in houses. 
 
I am thankful for our forefathers. This nation was founded on Christian principles. 
 
We see a lot of non-Christian things happening. But the foundation for the freedom of our nation was 
founded on Biblical principles. 
 
I want us to think about our spiritual freedom today. 
 
3 THINGS THAT HAPPEN UPON SALVATION: 
 
1. WE ARE SAVED FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN. 
 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
2. WE ARE MADE FREE FROM THE POWER OF SIN. 
 
1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world. 
 
This requires submission and obedience on our part. 
 
3. ONE OF THESE DAYS JESUS WILL RETURN AND WE WILL BE SET FREE FROM THE PRESENCE OF SIN. 
 
WHAT'S GOD'S DESIGN FOR FREEDOM? 
 



Our founding fathers laid out the design for our civil liberty in the Declaration of Independence and 
Constitution. 
 
God has a design for freedom. 
 
1. GOD IS ALWAYS THE CATALYST. 
 
He is always the one that takes the first step. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 {3:5} Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
{3:6} In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
 
It's been this way since the beginning. 
 
Genesis 3:1-21 {3:1} Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? {3:2} And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
{3:3} But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. {3:4} And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
{3:5} For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil. {3:6} And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and 
that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. {3:7} And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, 
and made themselves aprons. {3:8} And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst 
the trees of the garden. {3:9} And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou? 
{3:10} And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid 
myself. {3:11} And he said, Who told thee that thou [wast] naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? {3:12} And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest 
[to be] with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. {3:13} And the LORD God said unto the woman, 
What [is] this [that] thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. {3:14} 
And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of 
thy life: {3:15} And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. {3:16} Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire [shall 
be] to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. {3:17} And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed [is] the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat [of] it all the days of 
thy life; {3:18} Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field; {3:19} In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou [art,] and unto dust shalt thou return. {3:20} And Adam called his wife’s 



name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. {3:21} Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD 
God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 
 
They tried to manufacture their own freedom and it drove them into the bushes. 
 
You and I do not possess the ability to cover our sins. 
 
He didn't come into the garden like a fireman, but as a parent looking for a lost child. He wasn't leaving 
that garden till He found them, and then made a covering for them. 
 
Freedom is found in God's provision. 
 
2. GOD ALWAYS HAS SOMEONE PREPARED FOR THE TASK. 
 
Genesis 17:1-8 {17:1} And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I [am] the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. {17:2} And I will make 
my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. {17:3} And Abram fell on his 
face: and God talked with him, saying, {17:4} As for me, behold, my covenant [is] with thee, and thou 
shalt be a father of many nations. {17:5} Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy 
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. {17:6} And I will make thee 
exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. {17:7} And I will 
establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. {17:8} And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 
 
1 Samuel 17:32-37 {17:32} And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine. {17:33} And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this 
Philistine to fight with him: for thou [art but] a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. {17:34} And 
David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a 
lamb out of the flock: {17:35} And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered [it] out of his 
mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught [him] by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 
{17:36} Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of 
them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. {17:37} David said moreover, The LORD that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 
 
Genesis 41:25-42 {41:25} And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh [is] one: God hath 
shewed Pharaoh what he [is] about to do. {41:26} The seven good kine [are] seven years; and the seven 
good ears [are] seven years: the dream [is] one. {41:27} And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that 
came up after them [are] seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be 
seven years of famine. {41:28} This [is] the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God [is] about 
to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. {41:29} Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all 
the land of Egypt: {41:30} And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall 



be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; {41:31} And the plenty shall 
not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it [shall be] very grievous. {41:32} And 
for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; [it is] because the thing [is] established by God, and 
God will shortly bring it to pass. {41:33} Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, 
and set him over the land of Egypt. {41:34} Let Pharaoh do [this,] and let him appoint officers over the 
land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. {41:35} And let them 
gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let 
them keep food in the cities. {41:36} And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years 
of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine. {41:37} And 
the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. {41:38} And Pharaoh said 
unto his servants, Can we find [such a one] as this [is,] a man in whom the Spirit of God is? {41:39} And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, [there is] none so discreet and 
wise as thou [art:] {41:40} Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people 
be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou. {41:41} And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I 
have set thee over all the land of Egypt. {41:42} And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it 
upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 
 
Exodus 14:10-14 {14:10} And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, 
behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried 
out unto the LORD. {14:11} And they said unto Moses, Because [there were] no graves in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth 
out of Egypt? {14:12} [Is] not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians? For [it had been] better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die 
in the wilderness. {14:13} And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation 
of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see 
them again no more for ever. {14:14} The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
 
All of these were prepared for the task. 
 
God prepared Jesus to come into the world to save the lost. They were in a downward spiral and 
couldn't save themselves. 
 
Do you know anyone who is in a downward spiral? We all know someone. 
 
Hebrews 10:1-7 {10:1} For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not the very image of 
the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. {10:2} For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the 
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. {10:3} But in those [sacrifices 
there is] a remembrance again [made] of sins every year. {10:4} For [it is] not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away sins. {10:5} Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: {10:6} In burnt offerings 
and [sacrifices] for sin thou hast had no pleasure. {10:7} Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 
 



Ref: vs. 5 Jesus Christ knew what His task was when He came into the world. 
 
God always has someone prepared for the task. How? 
 
Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men unto justification of life. 
 
How can you change your destiny? 
 
1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son [to be] the 
propitiation for our sins. 
 
Propitiation = Atoning victim - a substitutionary sacrifice that will bring forgiveness of sin. 
 
Remember the old hymn "Were you there when they crucified my Lord?" 
 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
3 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
4 Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?  
 
We were all there. He died for our sin. 
 
Because of that we should hate sin and be determined that sin not come into our life. Why? It caused 
the death of the Son of God. 
 
Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
 
He came for the cross. He chose the cross because He knew that is what it would take to save us. 
 
What's the big deal about the cross? 



 
Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
 
Think about it. As if you sat at the computer and typed every sin you committed and then God pushed 
the delete key and it was gone forever. "Nailing it to the cross." 
 
When Satan comes against you accusing you, you have the power and authority to tell him to get away 
from you, that it's been nailed to the cross! It has no power over me anymore. 
 
Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself; by him, [I say,] whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven. 
 
1 Peter 1:21-23 {1:21} Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him 
glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. {1:22} Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, [see that ye] love one another with a pure 
heart fervently: {1:23} Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
 
Maybe there are tentacles from the past that has you struggling. Healing for those things is only found in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Praise God for the cross! I don't worship the cross, I worship Jesus Christ. 
 
Praise God for the resurrection. 
 
Death is the most formidable foe we have got. And yet, because of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, death is defeated! 
 
If you are not a Christian, death should concern you. Choose Jesus! 
 
Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in the 
likeness of his] resurrection: 
 
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
 
This is our hope, our peace, our joy. Is that a possession of yours? 
 
1 Peter 1:8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see [him] not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 



Do the Word and Discover God’s Church (Part 1) 
Pastor Mark Stump; July 11, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Acts 2:41-47 

Quote: The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion. - John Wesley 
 
God has a design for everything. Where we have wrecked a lot of these things, we have chosen our own 
design. 
 
God's design is always the right choice, and is what brings peace, hope, and joy. When we are outside 
God's design these things diminish. 
 
When you are out of His design you are out of His will. There is no such thing as partial obedience. 
Surrender is key. 
 
A Biblical Worldview is when we look through the lens of God's Word and the filter of His Word and Holy 
Spirit. 
 
His Word is absolute truth. 
 
God's design for the church - God desires for the Church to grow. In His design if something is alive it is 
to grow and mature. 
 
What do you think of when you hear the word church? 
 
How would you describe your relationship with the church right now? 
 
Reality - you can't say you love Jesus and don't love the church. You can't say that you walk with Jesus 
and don't walk with the church. You can’t say that you serve Jesus and don't serve the church. 
 
Ephesians 1:22 And hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to 
the church, 
 
You are part of the body of Christ. The Church is the body of Christ. Each one of you who is Christian is a 
part of the body. 
 
A lot of people say the Church is irrelevant and out of touch. A lot say they can get just as much from the 
live stream. No, you can't! 
 
THE CHURCH 
 
Acts 2:41-47 {2:41} Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added [unto them] about three thousand souls. {2:42} And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 



doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. {2:43} And fear came upon every soul: 
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. {2:44} And all that believed were together, and 
had all things common; {2:45} And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men,] as 
every man had need. {2:46} And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, {2:47} Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved. 
 
Ref. Vs. 45 They were going to lose it all anyway in 66 years. 
 
Every day the body of Christ was growing. 
 
1, BUILT BY GOD HIMSELF FOR HIMSELF. 
 
It is built by God Himself for Himself. We are here to serve. As the bride of Christ, we are to serve. 
 
Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 
 
Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 
You don't join the Church; you are born into the Church. Jesus has redeemed you. You are born again. 
 
The gates of hell will not prevail against you - the Church collectively and you personally. 
 
Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: 
 
He created us for Himself. 
 
HOW DOES GOD BUILD THE CHURCH? 
 
A. IT IS BUILT BY HIS WORD. 
 
Acts 2:41-42 {2:41} Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added [unto them] about three thousand souls. {2:42} And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
 
1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 
 
B. IT IS BUILT BY WORSHIP. 



 
Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
 
For the body of Christ, worship is the centerpiece for everything we do. 
 
Worship is the motivation for everything we do. 
 
C. IT IS BUILT BY PRAYER. 
 
Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 
 
Prayer is the glue. 
 
Acts 12:1-10 {12:1} Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth [his] hands to vex certain of the 
church. {12:2} And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. {12:3} And because he saw it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) 
{12:4} And when he had apprehended him, he put [him] in prison, and delivered [him] to four 
quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. {12:5} Peter 
therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 
{12:6} And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. {12:7} And, behold, 
the angel of the Lord came upon [him,] and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, 
and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from [his] hands. {12:8} And the angel 
said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy 
garment about thee, and follow me. {12:9} And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was 
true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. {12:10} When they were past the first 
and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of 
his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed 
from him. 
 
Acts 16:19-28 {16:19} And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught 
Paul and Silas, and drew [them] into the marketplace unto the rulers, {16:20} And brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, {16:21} And teach customs, 
which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. {16:22} And the multitude rose 
up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat [them. 
]{16:23} And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast [them] into prison, charging the 
jailer to keep them safely: {16:24} Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. {16:25} And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. {16:26} And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every 
one’s bands were loosed. {16:27} And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the 



prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners 
had been fled. {16:28} But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 
 
If you want this church to become a church that turns the whole world upside down like the early 
church then begin to pray for this church. 
 
D. IT WAS BUILT BY FELLOWSHIP. 
 
Acts 2:44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
 
I can't stress enough the importance of fellowship - investing in one another. 
 
Romans 12:15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
 
The following statistics are from a secular source: There is a great decline in friendship in this country, 
especially among males. 
 
In 1990, 55% of men said they had 6 friends or more. Now, only 27% say they have 6 friends or more. Of 
the main reasons listed for this, and remember this is from a secular source, is low religious 
participation. 
 
E. IT WAS BUILT BY SHARING. 
 
Acts 2:45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men,] as every man had need. 
 
The sharing of our lives and everything we have. 
 
F. IT WAS BUILT BY DISPLAYS OF GOD'S POWER. 
 
Acts 2:43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
 
G. IT WAS BUILT BY PRAISE. 
 
Nobody wants to hang out with someone who looks like they've been baptized in vinegar. 
 
Acts 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved. 
 
They were praising Him! They were thankful for the changes He made in their life. 
 
Is there anything about your life that needs changed? 
 
How has He changed your life? Are you praising Him? 
-To be continued next Sunday- 



Do the Word and Discover God’s Church (Part 2) 
Pastor Mark Stump; July 18, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Acts 2:41-47 

Quote: The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion. - John Wesley 
 
There is no institution on this earth like God's Church. There are a lot of civic organizations and para-
church organizations that do tremendous work, but nothing compares to the Church - the body of Christ 
because it is divinely ordained, it is divinely sanctioned, it is divinely constructed. 
 
You and I are a part of the body of Christ called the Church. 
 
Acts 2:41-47 {2:41} Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added [unto them] about three thousand souls. {2:42} And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. {2:43} And fear came upon every soul: 
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. {2:44} And all that believed were together, and 
had all things common; {2:45} And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men,] as 
every man had need. {2:46} And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, {2:47} Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved. 
 
When you hear the word church what comes to your mind? 
 
How would you describe your relationship with the Church? 
 
Paul wrote to individual churches because each church had its own strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Every church has its strengths and weaknesses. 
 
If God instructed Paul to write a letter to the Gassaway Baptist Church, what would he say to us? What 
would he say to you? 
 
Remember, you can't love Jesus and not love the Church - the Church is the body of Christ. 
 
You can't say you are walking with Jesus and not walk with the Church. 
 
1. BUILT BY GOD HIMSELF FOR HIMSELF. 
 
Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 



Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him: 
 
You were brought into the church through your acceptance of Jesus Christ and by His work on the cross 
and the power of His resurrection. You were born into the body of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
You were created for Him. Adam and Eve were created for Him. 
 
You were created for communion and fellowship with God; to walk with God, to worship Him, to serve 
Him, to live for Him, to testify of Him. 
 
Pleasing God and glorifying God should be at the top of every believer’s priority list. 
 
2. IT WAS CREATED FOR COMMUNITY. 
 
Acts 2:44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
 
It is a reflection of the community the Triune God has among Himself. 
 
That is why we have our vision/mission statement: 
 
To lovingly and boldly win the lost to Jesus Christ while helping believers experience their full Kingdom 
potential through worship, discipleship and service for God's glory. 
 
You are born into this community; you don't just join. 
 
You must become a new creation to become a member of the body of Christ. 
 
John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 
 
When people say, "I'm not ready," they are trying to maintain control - wanting to be associated with 
God but not surrendered to Him. 
 
A lot of Christians are doing that today - wanting to be associated with God but not surrendered to Him. 
 
A lot of Christians want to be associated with the Church - but not committed to the Church. You will not 
be committed to the body of Christ if you are not committed to the Church. 
 



A lot of people want to maintain control, "When I'm ready I'll do this or that." That is contrary to the 
teaching of Scripture. 
 
It was created for community with God and community with each other. 
 
You can't be wrong with a neighbor and be right with God. Why? Because you are not in community. 
 
The Church we see in Acts 2 was in community with God, but they were also in community with each 
other. 
 
When we think about community, we are not just thinking about all of us getting together and having a 
hee-ho time, we are talking about a community which is reflective of the community between the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
We are talking about a community where there is real investment that is made into the lives of the 
people that God has placed within our sphere of influence. 
 
Christians need to learn how to walk together; to put their personal agendas aside and say, "How can I 
serve you? How can I minister to you?" 
 
Community is about giving and not about getting. 
 
Everyone was to be a faithful participant. Everyone was to be a contributor. Everyone was vested and 
had ownership in what was happening in that ministry. 
 
There are a lot of ways to contribute: Praying, Serving, Giving Financially, Your Time, Your Giftedness, 
Your Talents, etc. 
 
3. IT IS A PLACE OF INSTRUCTION. 
 
People were learning and growing. 
 
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] 
glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Acts 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole 
year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch. 
 
Christians = Little Jesus' 
 
They were being shaped and formed into the image of Christ - they were being taught. 
 



Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 {4:11} And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; {4:12} For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: 
 
Everyone in this place, if you have taught, it is for the perfecting of the saints. Spiritual Maturity - 
building up the body of Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
 
Ephesians 4:13-14 {4:13} Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: {4:14} That we 
[henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
 
From a spiritual child to a spiritual adult. There comes a time for every believer that you get off the 
bottle and onto meat. 
 
It is much easier for a child to be deceived than an adult. 
 
You who are growing spiritually are the greatest threat Satan has, and you who are not are ripe for 
Satan's picking. 
 
Why is it important to participate in instruction? 
 
A. Instruction builds faith. 
 
Romans 10:17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 
B. Instruction builds trust. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 {3:5} Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
{3:6} In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
 
C. Instruction builds confidence. 
 
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 
To have that level of confidence you have to grow into that fulness of Christ. 
 
D. Instruction builds Passion. 



 
When passion grows, they become less apathetic. 
 
John 2:17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
 
Every believer is to be a peculiar person zealous of good works. 
 
Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
 
4. IT IS A PLACE OF DISCIPLINE. 
 
There was accountability. If they were getting off track, there were people who loved them enough to 
speak with them. 
 
Matthew 18:15-17 {18:15} Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. {18:16} But if he will 
not hear [thee, then] take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. {18:17} And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 
 
You don't hear a lot about church discipline today. 
 
Ephesians 5:26-27 {5:26} That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
{5:27} That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
 
The Word of God is the final authority. Speak the Word of God into their life. The power is in "The Word, 
The Word, The Word!" 
 
The "Work of Christ" - washed by the blood. 
 
5. IT IS A SOUL SAVING STATION. 
 
Jesus was shared with individuals. 
 
Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous [is] a tree of life; and he that winneth souls [is] wise. 
 
Acts 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved. 
 
People were leading people to Jesus. 
 
95% of people who say they are Christian will never lead another person to Christ. 



 
6. IT WAS A SENDING CHURCH. 
 
Acts 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their 
own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; [namely,] Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief 
men among the brethren: 
 
We are not to the level that God wants us to be, but we are a soul saving station and a sending church. 
 
Have you experienced salvation that has birthed you into His Church? 
 
You don't join the family of God; you are born into the family of God. 
 
Have you received Christ as your Lord and Savior? You can today. This can be your soul saving station 
today. 



Do the Word - Being a Member of the Body 
Pastor Mark Stump; July 25, 2021 

Focus Scripture: Ephesians 4:11-17 

Quote: Autonomous Christianity never works, because our spiritual life was designed by God to be a 
community project. - Paul Tripp 
 
There is no other organization in the world that equals the Church. The Church is the apple of God's eye. 
 
God has a design for everything. When we operate in His design, we experience the greatest peace and 
joy because we are in His will. 
 
God has a storehouse of blessings He wants to shower down upon us if we will stay in His will. 
 
God has the right to have expectations for us. There are things He expects from the body of Christ. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-17 {4:11} And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; {4:12} For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: {4:13} Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: {4:14} That 
we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; {4:15} But speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, [even] Christ: {4:16} From whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love. {4:17} This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
 
Ref. vs 11-12 God places people in our midst to share and teach His Word to us, to bring us to spiritual 
maturity and for the work of the ministry. 
 
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] 
glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
 
You need to be elevating your church higher than your sports team, your family, your business, more 
than anything else. It is the body of Christ. 
 
Ref. vs 13 Jesus Christ wants to live in us in His fulness. 
 
Colossians 2:9-10 {2:9} For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. {2:10} And ye are 
complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 
 



Ref: vs 14 Do you know why a lot of Christians are being deceived and tricked today? Because they are 
spiritual babies. 
 
The more spiritually mature you are, the less you can be deceived. 
 
Experts on counterfeit money don't study counterfeit money, they study the real thing so they will know 
the counterfeit when they see it. 
 
Satan has a counterfeit for everything. 
 
Ref. vs 16 God expects us all to supply to the body. 
 
Every one of us is unique and different. You are God's masterpiece, His most magnificent creation 
because you were created in His image. 
 
God has gifted each of us and there is a calling associated with that giftedness. We are to supply to the 
church. 
 
Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
 
BEING THE BODY 
 
1. THEY STRIVE TO LIVE HOLY AND BLAMELESS LIVES. 
 
They have a desire to bring no reproach upon the church. 
 
It does matter what people think of you. What they think of you will determine your level of influence in 
their life. 
 
Liars aren't influential. 
 
1 Peter 1:15-16 {1:15} But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; {1:16} Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
 
Conversation = Lifestyle - not just our speech. 
 
We are to live in fulness of His holiness. 
 
Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before him in love: 
 
They strive to live blameless lives. 
 



Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 
 
2 Peter 3:10-14 {3:10} But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. {3:11} [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness, {3:12} Looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? {3:13} Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. {3:14} Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
 
Jesus is going to come back. 
 
Matthew 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no [man,] no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. 
 
Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
 
God has an expectation that we walk differently from the world. 
 
There should be a distinguishable difference between the saved and unsaved. 
 
2. THEY WORK IN UNITY FOR THE PURPOSES GOD GIVES US. 
 
A person in the body is a unifying force in the body. 
 
GBC Vision/Mission Statement: To lovingly and boldly win the lost to Jesus Christ while helping believers 
experience their full Kingdom potential through worship, discipleship and service for God's glory. 
 
I like the acronym T.E.A.M. 
 
Together 
Everyone 
Achieves 
More 
 
A. THEY MINISTER FROM THEIR GIFTEDNESS. 
 
Many wander about because they don't know what their spiritual gifts are or what their calling is. 



 
Your gifts reflect your calling and your placement in the body. 
 
B. THEY PRACTICE THE ONE-ANOTHERS. 
 
(Not an exhaustive list) 
 
Love: 
 
John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 
Serve: 
 
Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only [use] not liberty for an occasion to 
the flesh, but by love serve one another. 
 
Forgive: 
 
Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
 
Forbear: 
 
Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also [do] ye. 
 
Comfort: 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
Edify: 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 
 
Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
 
I am thankful for the unity in our fellowship. 
 
C. THEY EMBRACE SELF-DENIAL. 
 
Luke 9:23 And he said to [them] all, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me. 
 



Daily! That's a big word in that. 
 
There is a local authority in the local church. 
 
Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 
 
In the "apostles' doctrine." 
 
3. THEY WORSHIP AND SERVE. 
 
Worship is the centerpiece of our lives. Everything else revolves around worship. Everything we do is an 
act of worship. 
 
A. JOYFULLY. 
 
Isn't there a need for joy today? 
 
1 Peter 1:8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see [him] not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
 
Isn't joy a wonderful thing. 
 
Luke 24:50-52 {24:50} And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. {24:51} And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. {24:52} And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
 
They didn't look back like they had been baptized in vinegar. 
 
John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and [that] your joy 
might be full. 
 
B. CONSISTENTLY. 
 
Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
 
"As His custom was!" 
 
You could find Jesus in the Temple on the Sabbath. 
 
The believers gathered together on the Lord’s Day - Sunday - the first day of the week. 
 



1 Corinthians 16:1-2 {16:1} Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. {16:2} Upon the first [day] of the week let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as [God] hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 
 
The emphasis here on the first day of the week. 
 
C. EXPECTANTLY. 
 
The Word of God demands a response. I come expecting someone's life to be changed because they 
have been under the Word of God. 
 
The Word of God brings transformation. 
 
What did you expect when you came here? 
 
Did you come expecting to come face to face with the living Lord? 
 
Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them. 
 
When you hold your Bible, you are literally holding the breath of God in your hands. 
 
Did you come expecting your life to change? God is the change-maker. Listen to Him and have the 
wisdom and courage to say, "yes Lord." And then let Him begin to work in your life in His way. 



Do the Word and Discover Gods Design for His Return 
Pastor Mark Stump; August 1, 2021 

Focus Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Quote: Redemptive history remains incomplete until Christ returns. It is for the final act in the great 
drama of redemption that the church awaits with longing. - Robert Mounce 
 
In this series we have looked at the basic components of our faith - God's design. 
 
There is an onslaught of the secular society that opposes what God says. 
 
We look at the world through the lens of God's Word - a Biblical Worldview. 
 
His Word is absolute truth. It is God-breathed. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 
"given by inspiration of God" - theopneustos (adjective) = 
 
1. inspired by God 
A. the contents of the scriptures 
θεόπνευστος theópneustos, theh-op'-nyoo-stos; from G2316 and a presumed derivative of G4154; 
divinely breathed in:—given by inspiration of God. 
 
I pray that you will apply the Word of God in your life so that you will live a truth-filled life. 
 
Today we are going to look at the Second Coming of Christ, which occurs in 2 phases, however, today 
were are only going to look at one of these: 
 
The Rapture: You will not find the word "rapture" in the Bible but it literally means a "catching away." In 
this first phase, the Lord will come to catch away His bride, the Church, and He will gather them to Him 
in the air. 
 
Second Coming - Later on the Lord will come again and He will set His feet upon the earth. 
 
This morning we are going to look at the first phase - the Rapture. I prefer "the Return of Christ" to the 
term "the Second Coming of Christ." 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 {4:13} But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. {4:14} For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. {4:15} For this 
we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the 



Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. {4:16} For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: {4:17} Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. {4:18} Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. 
 
Ref: vs 13 "are asleep" - koimaō (verb) = 
 
1. to cause to sleep, put to sleep 
2. metaph. 
A. to still, calm, quiet 
B to fall asleep, to sleep 
C. to die 
κοιμάω koimáō, koy-mah'-o; from G2749; to put to sleep, i.e. (passively or reflexively) to slumber; 
figuratively, to decease:—(be a-, fall a-, fall on) sleep, be dead. 
 
All of us have people in our life who have died and it causes us sorrow, but we have hope. 
 
I possess real hope. I believe Jesus died and rose again - because the Word tells us that and history tells 
us that it is historical fact. 
 
Ref; vs 14 "sleep in Jesus" is very important. 
 
If you are a Christian these words are a comfort to you. If you are unsure, these words could be 
unsettling to you. 
 
Those who God has placed in your sphere of influence who are not saved should be your number one 
priority. 
 
There are some who doubt and question the Return of Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Peter 3:3-4 {3:3} Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, {3:4} And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation. 
 
If you truly believe that Jesus is going to return, you will change your life - you will allow God to change 
your life. You don't want to do anything that is unpleasing to Him. 
 
2 Peter 3:8-9 {3:8} But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. {3:9} The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. 
 
Preparation for the return of Jesus involves repentance. 



 
DO THE WORD AND DISCOVER GOD'S DESIGN FOR HIS RETURN 
 
1. IT'S DESIGNED TO BE SECRETIVE. 
 
The Bible is very plain that nobody knows when He will return except the Father. 
 
Matthew 24:42-44 {24:42} Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. {24:43} 
But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. {24:44} Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 
 
Watch therefore - Be Ready! 
 
Matthew 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no [man,] no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. {24:37} But as the days of Noe [were,] so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
 
His return is solely under the power of God the Father. 
 
2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. 
 
2. IT'S DESIGNED TO BE FAST. 
 
You won't have time to cry out, "God forgive me." 
 
Your time to get ready is right now. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52 {15:51} Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, {15:52} In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 
The "twinkling of an eye" has actually been measured - it is 1/100th of a second. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1-2 {6:1} We then, [as] workers together [with him,] beseech [you] also that ye receive 
not the grace of God in vain. {6:2} (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of 
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now [is] the accepted time; behold, now [is] the day of 
salvation.) 
 
How do you prepare? 
 



There is one place on the Temple Mount where all the stones are lined up in a straight line - pointing 
right to the Mount of Olives where Jesus Christ will return in the eastern skies and where the Temple 
will be rebuilt. 
 
Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. 
 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
3. IT'S DESIGNED TO BE SELECTIVE. 
 
Our graveyards are full of saved and unsaved. Those who have died "in Christ" shall rise. 
 
Ref. vs 16 "in Christ" are very key words. 
 
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. 
 
The living believers will be caught up with them to meet the Lord in the air. 
 
Can you imagine what the sky will look like? It will be filled. There will be faces in that sky that I will 
recognize. 
 
It is designed for those "in Christ." 
 
Matthew 24:40-41 {24:40} Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
{24:41} Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
 
Where did Joe go? Where did Mary go? 
 
Luke 17:34-37 {17:34} I tell you, in that night there shall be two [men] in one bed; the one shall be taken, 
and the other shall be left. {17:35} Two [women] shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. {17:36} Two [men] shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. {17:37} 
And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, 
thither will the eagles be gathered together. 
 
Think about what that is going to look like. One spouse saved, the other not. Parents saved, the children 
not. Children saved, the parents not. 
 
Do you believe this is absolute truth? 
 
4. IT'S DESIGNED TO BE ETERNAL. 
 
Ref: vs 17 "so shall we ever be with the Lord." 



 
I am so thankful for this promise. 
 
Ref: vs 18 It gives me comfort. 
 
If it doesn't give you comfort, take a good look at your life - at your relationship with the Lord. 
 
I believe we will know one another in heaven. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
At the last trump: 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 
The trumpet was used to communicate. In the Civil War they had buglars to signal commands over the 
noise of war. 
 
Our world has become very noisy. Don't worry about that. God has a trumpet. 
 
The trumpet was also used to gather people around for a journey. One of these days the Lord's trumpet 
will sound for us to gather - we are going to a new place. 
 
The Key - Are you going? Is your family, spouse, children going? 
 
It's as simple as "being in Christ," accepting Him as your Lord and Savior, surrendering to Him. 
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