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My Dear Friends, 

We at Gassaway Baptist Church are pleased to provide you with these sermon notes for the “A 
Journey Through the Parables” sermon series.  

Our intent is to provide you with a resource to assist you in unlocking their teachings thus 
gaining a better understanding of the parables of Jesus Christ. 

The parables of Jesus Christ contain valuable information and truths necessary to guide us in our 
daily walk with Christ and aid in our spiritual growth. 

I would say, “We are living in a time when the world encourages us to travel the path of least 
resistance.” However, as Christians we are to travel the path less traveled. Our lives should be 
noticeable to those around us ensuring that we will be a light to those traveling on the wrong 
paths, as well as bearing abundant fruit for God’s glory. 

The mere fact that Jesus spoke these parables reveals the importance of the information 
contained within them. If it was important enough for Christ to share with us, then it is of the 
utmost importance that we glean the information from them and apply it to our lives so we may 
be the image bearers Christ has called us to be. 

It is my fervent desire that you will use these notes to help anchor you in God’s Word and apply 
what you learn in your Christian walk. 

In closing, we at Gassaway Baptist Church welcome you to join us in worshipping the Lord. Our 
worship services are every Sunday at 9:30am with Sunday School “Kingdom Outfitters” 
following at 11:00am. We offer a wide variety of classes to enhance your life and spiritual 
growth. We invite you to come and see. 

 

All for God’s glory, 

Mark Stump 
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An Introduction to Parables; Parable of The Treasure in the Field 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; January 2, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:44 

Definitions: 

Parable- a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the 
Gospels 

Allegory- a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically 
a moral or political one. Parables as similes or metaphors?  

Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a 
different kind, used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two 
things using words such as “like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 

Metaphor- a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to 
which it is not literally applicable. A thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something 
else, especially something abstract. 

Hermeneutics- interpretation, the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, especially 
of the Bible or literary texts. 

Exegesis- is a critical explanation or interpretation of a text. 

Parables are rarely used in our day. 

“Parables can be puzzling to the average reader, since by definition a parable is a story, whose meaning 
is rarely transparent and whose origins are often obscure.” 

Must understand the character and mission of their teller… JESUS!!! 

Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) parables constitute approximately 35% of everything Jesus 
is reported to have said. 

Luke- 52% 

Matthew 43% 

Mark 4:2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, 

It was prophesied that the messiah would teach with parables. 

Matthew 13:35-36 {13:35} That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open 
my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 
{13:36} Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, 
saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 

Isaiah 6:9-10 {6:9} And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. {6:10} Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 



their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
convert, and be healed. 

Mark 4:34 But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all 
things to his disciples. 

There is a particular importance to reading and rightly understanding parables. One author I read about 
stated this importance when he said, “We stand right before Jesus when reading his parables.” In other 
words, “To interpret a parable is to meet Jesus.” 

These are his words. Stories he told for a purpose. That’s valuable.  

Sometimes we take our familiarity with a parable and boil it down until it is something like common 
sense. We have been taught one main point and stop with the parable there, however, if we look 
deeper, we realize that “No one would crucify a teacher who told pleasant stories to enforce prudential 
morality.” 

Therefore, there is something more to a parable.  

These parables come to us as text bound in a holy book! 

Text that can’t be experienced the exact same way as it was in the culture in which Jesus presented 
them with His own voice, mannerisms, body language, inflection, gestures, etc.  

There was also the audience, situation, and setting to take into consideration. 

Thanks be to God that we have the written text, so that those who have lived since Jesus walked the 
earth could hear the word of God. 

I would submit to you that these parables are narratives that when properly applied to our lives become 
filters that cause us to see the world the way that Jesus would want us to see it. 

Please remember to protect against having strange teachings from parables that parables must never be 
allowed to teach doctrines or practices which are contrary to plain teaching elsewhere in Scripture. 

A parable is to be a picture not a precept. (A general rule intended to regulate behavior or thought.) In 
other words, a parable depicts a doctrine, it does not determine a doctrine. 

Matthew 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man 
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

This passage falls under a similitude: 

Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 

A comparison is made between the kingdom of heaven and treasure hidden in a field. 

See the word “like." 

Now is where you start praying, studying, digging, and sorting through all that you find. 



Example:  Common interpretation of this parable is that the sinner finds Christ and gives up all that he 
possesses to gain Him and be saved. But this interpretation presents several problems. 

a.  To begin with, Jesus Christ is not a hidden treasure. He is perhaps the best-known Person of 
history.  

b.  In the second place, the sinner cannot “find Christ” for he is blind and stubborn (Rom. 3:10ff.). 
"As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:" 

It is the Savior who finds the lost sinner (Luke 19:10). “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” 

Neat thought: 

The word translated “found” in our text for this parable gives us via transliteration our word “eureka” 
which is an exclamation attributed to Archimedes when he discovered the method of determining the 
purity of gold. “Eureka” is now used simply to express triumph and excitement over some choice 
discovery. It also happens to be the motto of the state of California, which reminds of the gold mining 
days in that state in which men would be prone to shout “eureka” when they found gold. This 
exclamatory use of the word would be especially fitting for one discovering choice spiritual blessings. 

Interesting Questions/Challenges Found- 

The protecting after the finding. “Which when a man hath found, he hideth.” When the man in our text 
discovered the treasure in the field, he took care to hide the treasure and conceal it from other men so 
no one would discover it or take it while he was arranging to buy the field with the treasure in it. In 
hiding the treasure before buying the field, the man can be justly criticized. He could be accused of not 
informing the owner of the field about the treasure; and, therefore, he could be accused of obtaining 
something of value through falsehood. In concealing the discovery, "the conduct of the man would be 
dishonest. [For] It would be his duty to inform the owner of the field of the discovery. [In hiding his 
discovery] He would be really endeavoring to gain property belonging to another at far less than its real 
value, and the principle of real integrity would require him to inform the owner of the discovery. But 
Christ does not intend to vindicate his [the man in the parable] conduct . . . He states a case where a 
man would actually sacrifice his property, and practice diligence and watchfulness to obtain the wealth 
which he had discovered” (Barnes). Ethically the conduct of the man in hiding the treasure was not 
commendable. But the parable is not dealing with ethics but with the value placed on the treasure. “If it 
was a piece of sharp practice, that is not the point of the parable . . . [the point] is, the enormous wealth 
of the Kingdom for which any sacrifice, [even] all that one has, is not too great a price to pay” 
(Robertson). 

So, please find supporting Scripture, and respond to Scripture correcting any interpretation that you 
come up with.  

Remember,  

No sinner could ever purchase salvation! Please note that the man in the parable did not purchase the 
treasure; he purchased the whole field. “The field is the world” (Matt. 13:38). Who has purchased the 
world. 



Must the lost sinner purchase the world to gain Christ? Does he hide Him again? 

Once again, Old Testament symbolism assists us in our interpretation.  

The treasure is the nation of Israel (Ex. 19:5; Ps. 135:4). 

Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth [is] mine: 

Psalms 135:4 For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, [and] Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

That nation was placed in the world to bring glory to God, but it failed. It became a nation hidden, a 
treasure not being invested to produce dividends for God. 

Key Point: 

Jesus Christ gave His all to purchase the whole world in order to save the nation (John 11:51).  

John 11:51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
should die for that nation; 

On the cross, Jesus died for the whole world, but in a special way, He died for Israel (Isa. 53:8).  

Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

The nation suffered judgment and seeming destruction, but in God’s sight it is “hidden” and will be 
revealed again in glory. 

There is, then, a future for Israel. Politically, the nation was reborn on May 14, 1948. But the nation is far 
from what it ought to be spiritually. God sees Israel as His treasure, and one day He will establish her in 
her glorious kingdom. 



PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
Pastor Bill Morlan; January 9, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19; 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed is in 3 gospels: 

Matthew 13:31-32 {13:31} Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 
like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: {13:32} Which indeed is the 
least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

Mark 4:30-32 {4:30} And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what 
comparison shall we compare it? {4:31} [It is] like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the 
earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: {4:32} But when it is sown, it groweth up, and 
becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may 
lodge under the shadow of it. 

Luke 13:18-19 {13:18} Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? And whereunto shall I 
resemble it? {13:19} It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it 
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it. 

This parable was taught in private to His disciples, not in public. 

Jesus would change how He presented depending upon who He was talking to; to fishermen He would 
relate to fishing, to farmers He would relate to farming, etc. 

The "Kingdom of God" occurs 68 different times in the New Testament in 10 books. 

The "Kingdom of Heaven" occurs 32 times and only in Matthew. 

Jesus used both terms when talking about the rich young ruler. 

Matthew 19:23-24 {19:23} Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. {19:24} And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Kingdom of God vs. Kingdom of Heaven - Theory of Similarity 

Matthew used "Kingdom of Heaven" where Mark and Luke used "Kingdom of God" in parallel accounts: 

Matthew 11:11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 

With  

Luke 7:28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than 
John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 

------------------------------------- 



Matthew 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

With 

Mark 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but 
unto them that are without, all these [things] are done in parables: 

And 

Luke 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others 
in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 

------------------------------------- 

Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which sowed good seed in his field: 

With 

Mark 4:26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 

------------------------------------- 

Matthew 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 

With 

Mark 4:30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall 
we compare it? 

And 

Luke 13:18 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? 

------------------------------------- 

Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

With 

Mark 10:14 But when Jesus saw [it,] he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 

And 

Luke 18:16 But Jesus called them [unto him,] and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 

-------------------------------------- 

Are they the same or different? I believe they are the same. 



Matthew was talking to a Jewish crowd. They would be offended if he used "Kingdom of God" because 
to them that would be taking God's name in vain. 

Mark and Luke were writing to Gentiles. 

The Aramaic translation of "heaven" which is very much like the Hebrew translation was commonly used 
as a substitute or nickname of God. Daniel wrote this way hundreds of years before Jesus ever walked 
the earth. It is likely that this substitution was put into practice while the Israelites were still in 
Babylonian captivity. 

Definition: Kingdom of God/Heaven = The fulfillment of God's will on earth. 

How hard is it to define a mustard seed? 

Mustard Seed - sinapi (neuter noun) = 

1. mustard, the name of a plant which in oriental countries grows from a very small seed and attains to 
the height of a tree, 10 feet (3 m) and more; hence a very small quantity of a thing is likened to a 
mustard seed, and also a thing which grows to a remarkable size 

Generally considered to be a black mustard seed which is a large annual plant that grows up to 10' tall. A 
mustard tree can grow to 20' with the width the same as the height. 

Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience (one reason he used Kingdom of Heaven instead of Kingdom 
of God). Jews did not grow this plant in their gardens, this is why Matthew used "field." Luke tells the 
parable with the plant growing in the garden recasting the story for an audience outside the Jewish 
community. 

It is a simile, "The kingdom of heaven is like. 

Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 

New Testament scholar Adolf Jülicher said a parable has 3 parts: 

1. A picture part - the mustard seed that grows into a large plant. 

2. A reality part - Kingdom of Heaven/God. 

3. A point of comparison - the growth of the Kingdom from small beginnings. 

Jesus used parables such as this by depicting concepts in world pictures. The message is not readily lost 
to changes in word usage, technology, cultural contact or the passage of time. 2,000 years later the 
imagery is still vivid. We can still understand the concept of a growing seed. His parables are brilliant in 
their simplicity. 

Jesus predicts the amazing growth of the Kingdom of Heaven/God. 

The main point of the parable is that something big (Kingdom of Heaven/God) had humble beginnings. 

How significant could the short ministry of Christ be? 



He had a handful of followers; He was of no earthly rank or royalty; a modest, humble man, He lived in 
the back woods of a region of the world. 

The life and death of Christ did not catch the world's attention anymore than a mustard seed being 
planted in the ground. 

What seemed inconsequential at first grew into a movement of worldwide influence and no one could 
stop it. 

Acts 5:38-39 {5:38} And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: {5:39} But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 

The world is not going to stop God. The influence of the Kingdom in this world would be such that every 
believer would benefit (like the birds in the branches). 

Planting a seed is easy, but it must be watered, weeded, and nurtured. 

Elsewhere in Scripture the Kingdom of God is also pictured as a tree. 

In Ezekiel it parallels this parable in many ways. In this prophecy, the Lord promises to plant a shoot on a 
high lofty mountain. 

Ezekiel 17:22-23 {17:22} Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, 
and will set [it;] I will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant [it] upon an 
high mountain and eminent: {17:23} In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall 
bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; 
in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell.  

The small shoot will produce branches and bear fruit. Birds of every kind will rest in it. This prophecy 
foretells the growth of Christ's Kingdom. 

PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 

THE SOWER - JESUS CHRIST.  

He is the planter who came to atone for our sins. 

What changed in your life? Once Jesus comes into your life, your life will be changed. 

THE SEED - THE WORD OF GOD. 

Luke 8:11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

If you can't witness here, why should God send you somewhere else. 

THE FIELD - PEOPLE WHO WILL ACCEPT CHRIST. 

The field represents all people on earth who will accept Jesus Christ. 

John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 



The field is where we live. If you are a believer, you are already planted. 

THE BIRDS - ALL THOSE WHO FIND REST. 

The birds represent all those who will find rest in Jesus. 

Ezekiel 17:23 In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and 
bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the 
branches thereof shall they dwell. 

What I believe: 

MAIN THEME - JESUS TEACHES THAT ALTHOUGH THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN/GOD STARTED SMALL 
WITH JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES, IT WOULD GROW AND SPREAD ACROSS THE WORLD TO UNLIMITED 
NUMBERS AND FOLLOWERS. 

You could also apply this parable to our personal life and growth in Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 9:6 But this [I say,] He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

If we are going to sow, we need to sow! We have hope this world doesn't know about. If we are not 
planting, how can we expect to reap. 



PARABLE OF THE SOWER/SOIL 
Pastor Mark Stump; January 16, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 8:1-8 

This is commonly called The Parable of the Sower, but it could be called The Parable of the Soil. 

Quote: Parabole (parable) is a compound word made up of a form of the verb ballo (to throw, lay, or 
place) and the prefix para (meaning alongside of). The idea is that of placing, or laying, something 
alongside of something else for the purpose of comparison. A spiritual or moral truth would often be 
expressed by laying it alongside, so to speak, a physical example that could be more easily understood. A 
common, observable object or practice was used to illustrate a subjective truth or principle. That which 
was well known was laid alongside that which was not known or understood in order to explain it. The 
known elucidated the unknown. - John MarArthur 

The known explaining the unknown. 

This parable is a simile, but also an exegesis. 

Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 

Exegesis- is a critical explanation or interpretation of a text. 

We want to look at what it means to us and what role it can play in our life. 

Luke 8:1-15 {8:1} And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve [were] with him, {8:2} 
And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of 
whom went seven devils, {8:3} And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many 
others, which ministered unto him of their substance. {8:4} And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: {8:5} A sower went out to sow 
his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air 
devoured it. {8:6} And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because 
it lacked moisture. {8:7} And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 
{8:8} And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had 
said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. {8:9} And his disciples asked him, 
saying, What might this parable be? {8:10} And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand. {8:11} Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. {8:12} Those by the way side 
are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 
believe and be saved. {8:13} They on the rock [are they,] which, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. {8:14} And 
that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 
cares and riches and pleasures of [this] life, and bring no fruit to perfection. {8:15} But that on the good 



ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep [it,] and bring forth 
fruit with patience. 

Areas of emphasis: Sower, Soil, Seed, Fruit. 

Regarding Soils; there are four types of soils presented. 

The soils are a description of the different types of hearts of people. 

THE SOILS 

1. HARDENED AND PACKED SOIL. 

Ref. Vs. 5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was 
trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 

Ref: Vs. 12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

It is a soil that has been packed down and hardened. When you raise a garden, you walk the same paths 
through the garden. The soil gets packed down. If you have noticed a cow path in the field, no grass 
grows on the path because the soil has been packed down. 

There is no penetration of the seed into the soil. The fowl come and devour it. 

The fowls are Satan's emmisaries. If you've ever planted corn, the crows will come and pluck the seed 
out of the ground. (Gardener's Tip - soak your seed in terpentine to prevent this.) 

2. SHALLOW SOIL. 

Ref: Vs. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it 
lacked moisture. 

Ref: Vs. 13 They on the rock [are they,] which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 

A sub-strata layer of rock; rocks just under the soil you cannot see. 

3. SMOTHERED SOIL. 

Ref: Vs. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 

Ref: Vs. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of [this] life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

Seed that fell among the thorns and the thorns choked it out. Weeds will also choke out the seed. 

He's talking about a heart that wants to serve the Lord but there is just too much stuff going on in their 
life. Some of it is good stuff, but they are just too busy. Personal hobbies, leisure, and interests; all of the 
activities of our children such as athletics, music, etc. 



Everybody is busy, but the problem is when we are so busy we cannot commit enough time to 
something that is spiritual that will grow and bear fruit. A lot of times the Lord is put on the back-burner 
when all this stuff grows more than the seed and the seed is choked out. 

4. FERTILE SOIL. 

Ref: Vs. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he 
had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Ref: Vs. 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
word, keep [it,] and bring forth fruit with patience. 

Soil that produces fruit - produces fruit abundantly. 

If everything you planted beared fruit a hundred fold, you could make it as a farmer. 

It is the fruit bearing soil; there are proper nutrients, water, etc. - everything that is needed to produce 
fruit. 

These soils represent the conditions of people's hearts. 

-A VERY HARDENED HEART 

They are hearts that have been packed down and hardened by the cares of the world, the evil of the 
world, etc. 

You've all probably spoken to people about the Lord and invited them to church and they threw up their 
hands and said, "I don't want to hear it. I don't want to have anything to do with that." 

You are looking at very hardened soil; a heart that has been packed down. We don't know by what their 
heart was packed down to the extent that it has become that hardened to the seed. 

-A SHALLOW HEART - SUPERFICIAL. 

Likes to give an appearance, but it doesn't have substance, doesn't have quality to it. 

Remember - everyone that professes Christ does not necessarily possess Christ. 

Jesus wasn't kidding when He said: 

Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 

The shallow heart likes to give an appearance of without any real substance. 

A shallow heart is a heart that a lot of times is controlled and dictated to by emotions rather than 
Scripture. 

I can't tell you the number of times people have come up to me and said, "You know, I heard a song the 
other day that just moved my heart," but they can't tell me a verse of Scripture to go along with that. "I 



heard a song that just moved my heart;" that's great, I believe that God anoints us with those to share 
with other people, but it is not a replacement for the Word of God. 

I've actually heard people in revival services "Amen" something that was doctrinally unsound. I've heard 
people "Amen" and "Praise the Lord" over false doctrine.  

Why? It sounded good and it was emotional, and it hit the nail on the head, but doctrinally it was wrong, 
biblically it was wrong. And yet the shallow hearted responds to that from the flesh, from emotion. 

Whenever hard times come into their life, the shallowness of the heart does not provide soil enough to 
weather the storm, weather the suffering. 

Hard times come and they can't handle it, and before you know it, they're gone. Why? Because the 
shallow heart has no root. 

-A SMOTHERED HEART. 

-A FERTILE HEART. 

These are the four types of soils that represent the conditions of people's hearts. 

LESSONS FOR US 

1. THE QUALITY OF THE SOIL IS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN. 

We do not know the condition of people's hearts. 

In Jesus' time they planted seed much differently. We cultivate the ground, till it, turn it, and then plant 
the seed. When we turn the ground, we know what kind of soil we are working with. That wasn't the 
case for them. They would plant the seed and then break up the ground later. It was only known what 
type of soil it was after the ground was broken up. 

We need to understand we can't judge hearts. We don't know the content of that heart, the soil of that 
soul; we don't know what kind of soil we are contending with. 

Jeremiah 17:9-10 {17:9} The heart [is] deceitful above all [things,] and desperately wicked: who can 
know it? {17:10} I the LORD search the heart, [I] try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, [and] according to the fruit of his doings. 

There is one person that knows our heart - that is God! 

When we minister to people, we don't know what type of heart they have. 

It isn't our business to know the heart. Our calling and mandate from God is to sow the seed. 

Don't look at anybody and write them off. Understand, every heart of Adam's race is redeemable. 

2. THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD. 

We live in a time where it is very hard to find heirloom seed. We grow a lot of our own plants. I'm using 
seed that I've had for 30 years - it is heirloom seed. When I plant it, I know what I'm going to get in the 
form of it's fruit. Why? Because it doesn't change. 



Now, I'm not saying it's good or bad, there are a lot of hybrid seeds. A hybrid is where they have taken 
the DNA of one plant and mixed it with another and they've created a new strain of seed. The only 
problem with the hybrid seed is you use it once and that is it - it's one and done. 

We must understand this seed - the Word of God - doesn't change. This seed - the Word of God - yields 
the same fruit today as it did when Jesus first spoke it. 

If there is somebody you want to help, somebody you want to minister to, understand this: the best 
thing you can do is plant the seed in their life that does not change, that bears the same fruit. 

The seed (Word of God) has life and power. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Discern - diakrisis (feminine noun) = 

1. a distinguishing, discerning, judging 

διάκρισις diákrisis, dee-ak'-ree-sis; from G1252; judicial estimation:—discern(-ing), disputation. 

Discernment = Proper evaluation - like dissection. Like when you were in High School and you got to 
dissect the frog or worm. The Word of God dissects our life - it separates so it might properly evaluate. 

It's amazing, you can pour a new sidewalk, and if there are seeds underneath that sidewalk, over a 
period of time that little small seed will grow. It will not only grow, it will come up through breaking up 
that concrete. How many towns have you walked through that they thought it would be really cute to 
plant trees along that sidewalk? And you've got sidewalks that look like pyramids from where the tree 
has grown and the roots have broken it up. 

The seed (Word of God) is life and is powerful. 

If you want to help someone experience change in their life, the best thing you can do is plant the seed 
into their life. 

The seed does nothing until it is planted. 

We have a small plastic box full of all types of seeds. There is paper towel after paper towel layered in 
that box with seeds on them where we have dried the seeds on them. But I have never gone into the 
laundry room where that box is and picked a cucumber or tomato. 

Some of the people that you love the most and are hell-bound will continue on that path until seed is 
planted in their life. 

The reality about seed is that seed does nothing until it is planted. 

John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 



It's amazing, you can plant that corn seed and you can go back after however many days and get the 
ears off of it, you can pull the stocks up out of the ground and that little seed that you put in there is 
nowhere to be found. Why? It died in order that it would grow and bear fruit. 

3. THE SOWER INITIALLY IS JESUS. 

Jesus continues to work. We must continue to work. 

Initially Jesus spoke the Word of life and power. 

John 11:1-46 {11:1} Now a certain [man] was sick, [named] Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
her sister Martha. {11:2} (It was [that] Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet 
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) {11:3} Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. {11:4} When Jesus heard [that,] he said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. {11:5} Now Jesus loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. {11:6} When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two 
days still in the same place where he was. {11:7} Then after that saith he to [his] disciples, Let us go into 
Judaea again. {11:8} [His] disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and 
goest thou thither again? {11:9} Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk 
in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. {11:10} But if a man walk in the 
night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. {11:11} These things said he: and after that he saith 
unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. {11:12} Then said 
his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. {11:13} Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they 
thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. {11:14} Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus 
is dead. {11:15} And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; 
nevertheless let us go unto him. {11:16} Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 
fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. {11:17} Then when Jesus came, he found that 
he had [lain] in the grave four days already. {11:18} Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 
furlongs off: {11:19} And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their 
brother. {11:20} Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary 
sat [still] in the house. {11:21} Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died. {11:22} But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give [it] thee. 
{11:23} Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. {11:24} Martha saith unto him, I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. {11:25} Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: {11:26} And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? {11:27} She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe 
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. {11:28} And when she had so 
said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee. {11:29} As soon as she heard [that,] she arose quickly, and came unto him. {11:30} Now Jesus was 
not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. {11:31} The Jews then which 
were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went 
out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. {11:32} Then when Mary was come 
where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died. {11:33} When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, {11:34} And said, Where have ye laid 
him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. {11:35} Jesus wept. {11:36} Then said the Jews, Behold 



how he loved him! {11:37} And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? {11:38} Jesus therefore again groaning in 
himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. {11:39} Jesus said, Take ye away the 
stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath 
been [dead] four days. {11:40} Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God? {11:41} Then they took away the stone [from the place] where the 
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up [his] eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 
{11:42} And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said [it,] 
that they may believe that thou hast sent me. {11:43} And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. {11:44} And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 
graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him 
go. {11:45} Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, 
believed on him. {11:46} But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things 
Jesus had done. 

Mark 5:1-20 {5:1} And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 
{5:2} And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with 
an unclean spirit, {5:3} Who had [his] dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not 
with chains: {5:4} Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had 
been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any [man] tame him. {5:5} 
And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with 
stones. {5:6} But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, {5:7} And cried with a loud 
voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, [thou] Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by 
God, that thou torment me not. {5:8} For he said unto him, Come out of the man, [thou] unclean spirit. 
{5:9} And he asked him, What [is] thy name? And he answered, saying, My name [is] Legion: for we are 
many. {5:10} And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. {5:11} 
Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. {5:12} And all the devils 
besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. {5:13} And forthwith Jesus 
gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 
{5:14} And they that fed the swine fled, and told [it] in the city, and in the country. And they went out to 
see what it was that was done. {5:15} And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the 
devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. {5:16} And 
they that saw [it] told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and [also] concerning 
the swine. {5:17} And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. {5:18} And when he was 
come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the  devil prayed him that he might be with him. 
{5:19} Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. {5:20} And he departed, 
and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all [men] did marvel. 

HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKS AND INSPIRES THE WORD 

Holy Spirit becomes the sower. Holy Spirit plants the seed as well. 

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 



BELIEVERS ARE TO SHARE THE WORD 

1 Corinthians 3:5-8 {3:5} Who then is Paul, and who [is] Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man? {3:6} I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
{3:7} So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase. {3:8} Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own 
reward according to his own labour. 

Reality - We plant the seed by sharing the Gospel, we water the seed with the Word. 

Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

God gives the increase. We all have that responsibility to be sowers of the Word. 

4. FRUIT IS THE PROOF OF SALVATION. 

Ref: Vs. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he 
had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

We see that in verse 8. 

Salvation is not just simply a profession of faith. It's not just some type of emotional response.  

Salvation is the reception of the Word of God that is implanted in our souls, and fruit is the proof of that 
salvation. 

Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Doing the will of the Father - that is fruit! 

Matthew 7:15-20 {7:15} Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves. {7:16} Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles? {7:17} Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. {7:18} A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither [can] a corrupt tree bring forth 
good fruit. {7:19} Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
{7:20} Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Ref: Matthew 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity. 

You know why I don't know who you are? Because there is no fruit coming from your life. 

If you think doing your religious duty by showing up on Sunday morning is fruit, you are mistaken. 
People think that is fruit, "Well I go to church." So what! 

Being born in a barn doesn't make you a cow. 

Fruit is the proof of salvation. 



The Parable of the Sower / The Parable of the Soil. 

Our responsibility is not to know the condition of the soil (heart), our responsibility is to plant the seed. 
Let God determine the condition of the soil (heart). 



PARABLE OF THE SEED SPRINGING UP (Planting Producing) 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; January 23, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Mark 4:26-29 

Mark 4:26-29 {4:26} And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 
{4:27} And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth 
not how. {4:28} For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear. {4:29} But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. 
 
1. DEFINITIONS: 
  
Parable- a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels 
 
Allegory- a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral 
or political one. Parables as similes or metaphors?  
 
Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 
 
Metaphor- a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is 
not literally applicable. A thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something else, especially 
something abstract. 
 
Hermeneutics- interpretation, the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, especially of the 
Bible or literary texts. 
 
Exegesis- is a critical explanation or interpretation of a text. 
 
New definitions for this week are: 
  
Eschatology- relating to death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind. 
 
Ecclesiological- the study of churches, especially church building and decoration. Theology as applied to 
the nature and structure of the Christian Church. 
 
---Theology? But you said that theology can’t be determined by a parable! Can I say that as Christians 
our responsibility is to share the Gospel, The Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-20) and to share the 
truth with love…(Ephesians 4:15) and tie it directly back to the lessons taught in a parable? It is 
dangerous to go so far into a parable that you come up with a new doctrine that disagrees with the rest 
of Scripture. So, I can learn things (the nature and structure) about the Church in a parable. Those are 
the very lessons being taught.  



 
Didactic- intended to teach, particularly in having moral instruction as an ulterior motive. 
 
These words came up in my study the last couple weeks. I just thought I’d share them with you. 
However, eschatology has the prominent role. All three drive Pastor Bill crazy though. Which adds to the 
fun. 
 
II. THIS PARABLE IS ONLY CONTAINED IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK. 
  
It is one of three parables found in the Synoptic Gospels that utilizes the “Sower.”  
 
Some feel that this parable is “supplementary to the parable of The Sower. It expands on the parable of 
the soil. In its design it would complete the history of the growth of the good seed which fell on the 
good ground. 
 
(BTW, Pastor Mark’s sermon is available on Facebook for anyone who didn’t see that last Sunday 
evening.) That sermon is one I believe every Christian and non-Christian needs to listen to and consider.  
 
III. KEY POINTS: 
  
- The passivity of the person who scatters and the power of God in acting apart from any human 
contribution.  
 
- The Sower scatters and then it is out of his hands. He does not even understand the process that 
the grain takes. 
  
- Speaking to the kingdom of God. Eschatology. The future, “the final destiny of the soul…” 
 
- It shows us the true growing process applicable to every aspect of life. It takes time. No 
shortcuts.  
 
- The role of the Church… Ecclesiology. 
  
- Moral instruction…didactic. 
 
Now for details: Just about every word could be broke down in this passage. There is a lot of content in 
just four verses.  
 
Wiersbe points out that in there is the possibility of discouragement when you consider last week’s 
parable talks about much of the seed falling on unproductive soil. This parable teaches that in time a 
harvest will come. (Encouraging to us!) 
 
Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
 



So, with that thought in mind right now, let’s take a little time and break down this passage. 
 
There are three main areas to consider in this passage. 
  
CONSIDER THE SOWING, GROWING, AND MOWING IN THE PARABLE.  (Butler)  
 
1.  SOW. 
 
Ref. Vs. 26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 
 
A. PICTURE - Christ pictured the beginning and growth of the Divine kingdom in the hearts of men like 
that of a seed sown in the ground and growing. That is the simile in this passage. 
 
This seed would not have been corn as we know it, but barley or wheat. 
 
Corn - sitos (masculine noun) = 
1. wheat, grain 
†σῖτος sîtos, see'-tos; of uncertain derivation; grain, especially wheat:—corn, wheat. 
  
Which seed are we planting? The only true seed is the Word of God. 
 
No other seed can be planted and get the harvest.  
 
B. PERSON - Whoever shares God’s Word - Believers Obedience 
 
False teachers, spreading a false Gospel, or even believers forcing results are both problematic.  
 
Point is that God uses humans as instruments for planting.  
 
C. PLACE - SOIL - HEART 
 
Mark discussed this a little last week when he mentioned the seeds he has stored in the cellar for future 
use. His seeds are not genetically altered seeds that won’t produce the next season. He can keep the 
seeds from the harvest and plant again. 
  
The point though is that the seed in cellar isn’t planted and won’t grow until what? Until it is planted 
into good soil! 
  
The place we are to plant the seed is into the hearts of others.  
 
Then what?  
 
2. GROW 
 



Ref: Vs. 27-28 {4:27} And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, 
he knoweth not how. {4:28} For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, 
after that the full corn in the ear. 
 
A. PERIOD - Time required (not instant results, fake results, forced to happen) 
 
The seed is planted and now time to wait. The seeds you plant will take time to grow. There are no 
short-cuts, and if you force it, or push too hard, then the harvest isn’t of God. Keep witnessing and 
encouraging. Keep sharing and helping, but be mindful of taking it upon yourself for the results.  
 
B. PUZZLE - Mystery - How? 
 
It’s a mystery how it grows. 
  
We don’t know of other seeds that may have been planted earlier that happen to appear in harvest right 
before your eyes. You won’t always see it coming. But be ready for it.  
 
C. PROGRESS - Blade, Ear, full corn of ear… 
 
Here is a simple pattern that will help when planting seeds and waiting for them to grow. 
  
-Blade - see the beginnings of a shoot coming up.  
 
-Ear - begins to look more and more like what it’s supposed to look. Now that is corn, or wheat, or 
barley. But it isn’t ready for harvest yet! 
  
-Full grain in the ear - now is time to harvest. 
 
3.  MOW - Harvest - The END  
 
Ref: Vs. 29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest 
is come. 
 
A. PROMPTING - Trigger - Clue 
 
I remember two times as a kid that I couldn’t wait for something to be ready to harvest. Apples and 
Corn. That takes patience doesn’t it. If you pick an apple too early and take a bite, what happens? Yuck! 
  
But when it’s time for either of them to be harvested, what a beautiful day it is!!! 
 
So, when that fruit is ready, and you know it…It’s time to get moving!  
 
Failure to wait causes problems! 
 



B. PROMPTNESS - Urgency 
 
Now that it’s ready. Go!!!! 
 
Wait and it rots. This is as dangerous as harvesting too early. 
 
C. PLACEMENT - Disciples - You! 
 
The word in this passage for “puts” or “putteth” means “to send” (“apostello or apostellei”) 
“As the sickle was sent forth to do its job, so God sends forth His servants to bring in the harvest of 
souls. Go where you are sent and do the best job you can.” 
 
"he putteth in" - apostellō (verb) = 
1. to order (one) to go to a place appointed 
2. to send away, dismiss 
A. to allow one to depart, that he may be in a state of liberty 
B. to order one to depart, send off 
C. to drive away 
ἀποστέλλω apostéllō, ap-os-tel'-lo; from G575 and G4724; set apart, i.e. (by implication) to send out 
(properly, on a mission) literally or figuratively:—put in, send (away, forth, out), set (at liberty). 
 
As a Christian we are sent into this field, into this time of harvest. We are sent and we are there with a 
purpose. 
 
The harvest is coming. Are we ready? The placement of us in this time of need is so very important. 
 
Ecclesiological- the study of churches, especially church building and decoration. Theology as applied to 
the nature and structure of the Christian Church. 
 
What is the nature of the Church - the body of Christ? We are sent. Are we looking for the harvest? Are 
we ready? 
 
D. PROPHECY - Parallel  
 
Eschatology- here it is: 
.  
Revelation 14:14-16 {14:14} And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like 
unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. {14:15} And 
another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in 
thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. {14:16} 
And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 
 
A time is coming; prophecy has been given, that He will come with a sickle, and He will reap. 



PARABLE OF THE WEEDS AMONG THE WHEAT (Wheat & Tares) 
Pastor Bill Morlan; February 6, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Quote: Although the life of a person is in a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always space in which 
the good seed can grow. You have to trust God. - Pope Francis 
 
This Parable is a Simile 
 
We live in a world of weeds and tares. We live in a world that is anti-Christian, but guess what, God put 
us in this world. We are the good seed. 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 {13:24} Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: {13:25} But while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. {13:26} But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. {13:27} So the servants of the householder came and 
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? {13:28} He 
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up? {13:29} But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat 
with them. {13:30} Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 
 
Matthew 13:36-43 {13:36} Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his 
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. {13:37} He 
answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; {13:38} The field is the 
world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked [one;] 
{13:39} The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are 
the angels. {13:40} As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of 
this world. {13:41} The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; {13:42} And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. {13:43} Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
The cool thing about this parable is that Jesus explains this parable. Some interpretations get this wrong 
even though Jesus explained it - they associate the field with the church, but in verse 38 Jesus made it 
real clear that the field is the world. Matthew 18 tells you how to deal with problems within the church. 
Jesus is talking about the world here. 
 
Another wrong interpretation was that this has to do with politics. But the weirdest interpretation I read 
was that this was a description of your thoughts; your good thoughts and your bad thoughts. 
 
TRUE INTERPRETATION: SATAN PUTS FALSE BELIEVERS AMONG TRUE BELIEVERS IN THE WORLD. 



 
We've known this for a long time. At the same time that God works, Satan is also working. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
There are a lot of false believers in the world. Some of them have really great TV shows and a lot of 
followers. 
 
There are some really weird beliefs out there. One of the biggest liars in the world has like forty-
thousand people come to his church on Sunday mornings. His message, "If you feel good do it. As long 
as you believe something you are okay." Satan believes. He knows who God is. 
 
This parable has to do with us in the world. A lot of times we try to hide from the world. One of my 
biggest faults is I don't have a lot of lost friends. If I am not influencing the lost; if I am not in their lives, 
then I am not being the good seed. 
 
As good seed, God planted you where you are at for a reason. God wants you to take root. 
 
BREAKDOWN OF THE PARABLE 
 
Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which sowed good seed in his field: 
 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN - DOING GOD'S WILL ON EARTH 
 
You are serving God. You are living for God. You have to fight for what you believe in. You have to be 
strong in your faith. You have to be diligent. You need to seek a relationship with those that are lost - 
they need to hear about Christ. 
 
Are you doing God's will? Are you doing what God has called you to do? Are you being the Christian that 
God wants you to be? 
 
THE SOWER - JESUS CHRIST 
 
Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which sowed good seed in his field: 
 
Matthew 13:37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 
 
The one planting the seed is Jesus Christ. 



 
I've seen people leave this church for a better job, and then never go to another church. There is 
nothing wrong with improving your life, but if you leave Jesus behind, you haven't improved anything. 
You might be making more money, but you have not improved anything. 
 
Jesus has planted you right where He needs you at this moment. Maybe not ten years down the road, 
but right now you are exactly planted where Jesus wants you and there is a reason why He has planted 
you there. You live in a world of thorns, weeds, and thistles. Someone has to be the good seed. 
 
GOOD SEED - TRUE BELIEVERS 
 
Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the wicked [one;] 
 
You are the good seed. God has planted you exactly where He wants you. 
 
If you are not growing in Christ, you are not really good seed. You may be a Christian, a born-again 
believer. If you've ever studied the "4-Chairs," there are a lot of people in "Chair 2" that never make it to 
"Chair 3." 
 
I believe it is only about 6% of born-again believers will ever lead anyone to Jesus Christ. 
 
God has chosen you. 
 
John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 
 
We know who we have been chosen by, and who has planted us. 
 
FIELD - THE WORLD. 
 
Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the wicked [one;] 
 
John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 
 
So many times, we are not seeing the field. We walk with blinders on - tunnel visioned, just going about 
our day.  
 
You don't have to leave Braxton County to find lost people. In the last Census out of 14,000+ people in 
Braxton County only 2,800+ attended church regularly (regularly meaning attending at least once every 



6 weeks). That's a lot of people in this County that either don't know Christ or have no desire to follow 
Him.  
 
We have a great field right here; we just have to look. 
 
Matthew 13:25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way. 
 
SLEPT - WERE NOT PAYING ATTENTION (UNAWARE) 
 
Remember the song by Casting Crowns "Slow Fade." 
 
Remember, the truth is the truth. 
 
ENEMY - SATAN 
 
Matthew 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 
 
While the men slept, the enemy (Satan) came. We've been sleeping. 
 
TARES - FALSE BELIEVERS 
 
Matthew 13:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the wicked [one;] 
 
Not unbelievers, false believers. They believe they are saved, and they are not. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
In biblical times, tares probably referred to a plant called "Darnell." When they planted this in the field 
along the wheat, it grew up and looked exactly like wheat until it was time to harvest. Instead of the 
head being brown like wheat, the head was black. 
 
This was a parable that these people could relate to. In biblical times, it was against Roman law for you 
to sow this in any field. You couldn't even put it in your enemy’s field. If they caught you putting this in 
your enemy’s field, your sentence was death. 
 
Jesus was using a real example that they all understood. 
 



Matthew 13:26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. 
 
If you studied cults and false ministries, most of them started out with what appeared to be good 
intentions. But as it grew it revealed itself. 
 
Matthew 13:27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 
 
Where did all this bad stuff come from? Even Jim Jones who had his people drink the Koolaid had one of 
the first centers for unwed mothers in this country. Where does it go wrong? 
 
It goes wrong when we start letting things slide. 
 
Matthew 13:28-29 {13:28} He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, 
Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? {13:29} But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
 
The weeds got the same care as the wheat. 
 
How is your compassion? We are the good seed. We are supposed to make a difference. 
 
Quote: Only God can separate fake from true believers. Killing heretics or unbelievers ends any 
opportunities they have for salvation. - Martin Luther 
 
We may be the only opportunity somebody has to hear the gospel. You may only get the opportunity 
one time to share the gospel with someone. 
 
Our job is to plant the truth. 
 
The world knows what we stand against, but do they know what we stand for. The only way they know 
what we stand for is if we are planting the truth.  
 
To learn to identify counterfeit money you study the real thing. Some are so lacking in their Bible study 
that they end up believing a lot of stuff that is not true. 
 
Christ has sown believers in the world so that they will bear fruit. 
 
John 12:23-26 {12:23} And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should 
be glorified. {12:24} Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. {12:25} He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. {12:26} If any man serve me, let him follow 
me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will [my] Father honour. 
 



Understand, wherever God sows, Satan puts in a counterfeit. 
 
SATAN'S COUNTERFEITS 
 
-COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS 
 
2 Corinthians 11:26 [In] journeyings often, [in] perils of waters, [in] perils of robbers, [in] perils by [mine 
own] countrymen, [in] perils by the heathen, [in] perils in the city, [in] perils in the wilderness, [in] perils 
in the sea, [in] perils among false brethren; 
 
-COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL 
 
Galatians 1:6-9 {1:6} I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: {1:7} Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. {1:8} But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. {1:9} As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any [man] preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed. 
 
If you don't know the truth, chances are you are going to fall for lies because it sounds good - "It makes 
me feel better." 
 
-COUNTERFEIT RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 
Romans 10:1-3 {10:1} Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. {10:2} For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
{10:3} For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
 
We want to decide what is right and what is righteous when God says, 'No, that is my job.' Doing what 
you think is right or makes you feel good is a false righteousness. 
 
-COUNTERFEIT CHURCH 
 
Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and [I know] the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but [are] the synagogue of Satan. 
 
There are false churches everywhere. 
 
-COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 {2:1} Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
[by] our gathering together unto him, {2:2} That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. {2:3} Let no man 



deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come,] except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; {2:4} Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God. {2:5} Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? {2:6} And now 
ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. {2:7} For the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work: only he who now letteth [will let,] until he be taken out of the way. {2:8} And then shall 
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming: {2:9} [Even him,] whose coming is after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, {2:10} And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. {2:11} And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: {2:12} That they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  
 
This talks about the false Christ. Wherever God sets up truth, Satan tries to set up a lie. Wherever God 
sets up love, Satan tries to set up hate. 
 
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 
 
The lesson of this parable is to leave the judgment to God. 
 
Matthew 13:41  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
 
We are told that the reapers are the angels. 
 
Matthew 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
 
The false believers will be thrown into hell. 
 
If you are a born-again believer, you are going to the barn. The barn here is heaven. 
 
God is going to separate. He is not going to get it wrong. We are supposed to be the good seed. 



PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 
Pastor Mark Stump; February 13, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:33 

Quote: You are Christians because somebody cared. Now it's your turn. - Warren Wiersbe 
 
This is a challenging parable, but the ones He was talking to probably grasped the meaning better than 
we do because of their culture. However, the meaning does not change. We may read some of the 
parables and not relate to them in a modern-day way, but the basic principle and meaning is still there. 
 
There are a couple of tracks theologians take with this parable, either: 
 
-The infiltration of corruption within the Church. 
-The infiltration of the Gospel into the entire world. 
 
They all don't agree on this parable. 
 
You don't really find that with the other parables. I will share with you my take on this parable. 
 
I encourage you to study this on your own. You will have to come to your conclusion on this parable. 
 
Matthew 13:33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
 
This seems pretty simplistic in its nature. Sometimes we do over-analyze and need to read it in its 
simplicity. 
 
As Jesus was talking, He had just finished up the parable on the mustard seed, and now He moves in 
from the outside in a sense to the inside. As He looks at the inside of the kingdom of heaven; and I 
believe one of the things in this parable that is very important is He looks inside of believers and even 
within the body of Christ - the Church. 
 
1. THE PARABLE EMPHASIZES THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 
 
A. IT TRANSFORMS PEOPLE. 
 
We understand the wide range of effects the gospel has on the world. We know that the gospel 
transforms people - it changes people. 
 
If it were not for the transforming power of the gospel, none of you would be here tonight. It changed 
you and it changed me. 
 



Reality - exposure to the gospel changes people; changes both those who are receptive to it and those 
who reject it. It changes everybody it touches. 
 
You can talk till you are blue in the face and nothing changes until the gospel and the Word of God is 
introduced into the conversation. 
 
The parable illustrates that the gospel changes people. 
 
B. THE GOSPEL ALSO TRANSFORMS SOCIAL ORDERS. 
 
The greatest example of that is the Apostle Paul. He was Saul, a pharisee and a son of a pharisee, who 
was very high socially in the hierarchy of the Jewish leadership; suddenly he became hunted by them. 
Whenever he accepted Christ; God came to him on the Damascus road and he experienced Christ and 
believed in Christ; suddenly his place in society, his social order was changed. 
 
The gospel has the power to change social orders. 
 
I get a little weary today hearing about race, ethnicity, all this stuff that you hear that we are constantly 
bombarded with. The reality is that in Jesus Christ we are all equal and the same, we are all children of 
God. In the gospel there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, none of that. 
 
C. THE GOSPEL ALSO HAS THE POWER TO TRANSFORM ECONOMIC RELATIONS. 
 
He can change a miser into a giver. 
 
There is a change that transpires when we grasp that He wasn't kidding when He said: 
 
Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you. 
 
Because I realize everything I have; titles, deeds, etc. is not mine. God has made us stewards of the 
blessings He has poured into our lives, we are managing it for Him. 
 
The gospel has the power to transform economic relations. 
 
2. THE KINGDOM OF GOD PERMEATES THE WORLD. 
 
As the gospel is shared throughout the world, the world is changed by the power of the gospel. 
 
Like the leaven in the parable, the gospel permeates the world. It goes throughout the world having its 
effect on everybody and everything. It influences for the good even for those that reject it. It influences 
everyone who hears it. 
 



That is why the Church is so very important. The Church is the entity which has been commissioned by 
God to take the gospel into the world. 
 
One of the things that is extremely troubling and of great concern to me is it seems as though in modern 
times the reverse is what is happening. The Church is not influencing the world with the gospel the way 
that God designed it to. Rather the world has begun to influence the Church; through political 
correctness, inclusivity, all these things that are pounded into us today is beginning to influence the 
church. That has to change. We have got to come back to the fact that we are to be the influencers in 
this world, rather than allowing the world to influence us. 
 
That is why you see basic Bible doctrine and basic biblical truth not being taught anymore. Especially 
when it comes to the basic foundational gospel truths in the area of sin, judgment, hell, etc. We are 
beginning to see the biblical truths about these things beginning to evaporate out of the teaching and 
preaching of the Church. The Church has become afraid of offending anyone. The truth of the gospel can 
be offensive. 
 
We are beginning to see the Church being silenced and cancelled in our society. That was never God's 
intention. God's intention was that the Church would always be the leading change-makers in our 
society. God's design was that Christians would be the influencers in their schools, workplaces, 
communities, wherever they are. Christians, individually and collectively are to be the influencers. 
 
The influence of the gospel is illustrated by the use of leaven in this parable. 
 
It's kind of like some breads and cakes have to have a "starter." 
 
Remember I told you there are two different tracks the various scholars take on this. Leaven is often a 
point of contention with a lot of people because a lot of times in Scripture leaven is depicted as sin. 
 
For example: 
 
Matthew 16:6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees. 
 
The leaven in this sense was the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. He was warning them 
of the hypocrisy of the big cogs in the synagogue. Remember: 
 
Luke 18:10-14 {18:10} Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 
publican. {18:11} The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men [are,] extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. {18:12} I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. {18:13} And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so 
much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
{18:14} I tell you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than the other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
 



We know a lot about hypocrisy in this country. "Rules for thee but not for me" kind of thing. 
 
The leaven was referring to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees which is sin. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
 
In this instance, there was a high rate of sexual immorality taking place among the believers in Corinth. 
There was fornication taking place among the followers at Corinth. He was saying purge out the old 
leaven; all of that immorality, purge all that out so that you may be a new lump as you are unleavened. 
 
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Whenever we look at the life and body of Christ it is 
always referred to as unleavened. Whenever it is illustrated by the body as it is in the Lord's supper, the 
bread is always unleavened bread. That is because of the sin-free nature and person of Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul was referring to the transformation that takes place; purge out the old leaven that you may be a 
new lump that is unleavened - without sin. 
 
All of us struggle with sin. But the reality is once we become a Christian and experience spiritual 
regeneration, we have to acquire a mindset that we have a hatred sin. Acquire a mindset that I am not 
going to do what I did. I am going to strive to live a sin-free life - which is illustrated by unleaven. 
 
Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
 
This is an illustration that leaven permeates and moves throughout and has an effect on everyone. 
 
In the church at Galatia, they had a real struggle with mixing law and grace. 
 
In fact, when Paul came to Galatia Peter had gotten there before him. The Jewish hierarchy had come to 
town, so Peter wanting to hobnob with them started hanging out with them and shunning the believers 
who had experienced salvation by grace. So, what did Paul do? He got in Peter's face and told him this 
ought not to be. 
 
Galatians 2:9-12 {2:9} And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we [should 
go] unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. {2:10} Only [they would] that we should 
remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. {2:11} But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. {2:12} For before that certain came 
from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 
 
A large portion of the time leaven is depicted as sin, and it is to be avoided. Why? Because leaven 
produces deterioration and rot. 
 



Leavened bread will turn green and rot.  
 
You can buy unleavened bread. That unleavened bread in those plastic bags can stay on that shelf for a 
long time. It can do that because it is unleavened. It doesn't contain the ingredients which produce 
deterioration and rot. 
 
This is where the parallel or comparison comes in: 
 
Sin also produces deterioration and rot in the life of a believer. Whenever sin begins to come into the 
life of a believer, then the fellowship with God begins to deteriorate and begins to get rotten. 
 
This is the point of contention with leading scholars because some would say whenever you look at the 
leaven in this parable it is talking about how as the Church goes out into the world that corruptness and 
even paganism will be within the church. Now we know that to be true. 
 
I've always said that the reason the Church isn't as powerful as it was after Pentecost is because we have 
too much sin in the Church. 
 
A lot of this came about under Constantine. Constantine wanted the whole world to come to know 
Christ so he created a state religion and he began to incorporate some of the pagan holidays, festivals 
and feasts into the Church culture. 
 
Looking at that, again there are scholars that would say that this leaven is representative of that 
corruption and that paganism within the Church, that it traveled with the Church as the Church 
infiltrated the world. 
 
When it comes to the unleavened bread, Israel leaving Egypt took unleavened bread with them. They 
were directed to do so in Exodus 12. They were going to have to move quickly and did not know how 
long the journey would be, so they took unleavened bread because leavened bread would rot along the 
way. This started at Passover. 
 
Exodus 12:8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; [and] with 
bitter [herbs] they shall eat it. 
 
Exodus 12:15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out 
of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul 
shall be cut off from Israel. 
 
On the night that Jesus was betrayed, He experienced Passover with His disciples. After they 
experienced Passover, He then moves them from the old house of the law into the new house of grace 
as He institutes what we call today The Lord's Supper or Communion. That was with unleavened bread. 
 
The use of unleavened bread is because of leaven representing sin and unleavened representing the 
body of Christ who was sin-free. 



 
It's easy to see why some would think this parable was about corruption throughout the world. But this 
is where there is a difference. 
 
Normally in Scripture the use of leaven depicts sin but not all the time. There are two places in Scripture 
where leaven is used in celebrating the Lord. 
 
3. THE USE OF LEAVEN HAS TWO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
There are two exceptions to the usage of leaven. 
 
A. IN THE PEACE OFFERING. 
 
Leviticus 7:12-13 {7:12} If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes 
mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried. {7:13} Besides the cakes, he shall offer [for] his offering leavened 
bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings. 
 
In this single act of worship, we see both unleavened bread and leavened bread being offered. 
 
Throughout the Old Testament, all of the offerings which were offered were typologies of Jesus Christ. 
They were a foreshadow of Christ who was to come. 
 
As we look at this, we understand that the unleavened offering showed Christ as being separated from 
sin. The leavened offering showed Christ's reconciliation for the sinful world. 
 
1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
 
So, the unleavened offering showed the sinlessness of Christ and the leavened offering showed how He 
was going to become sin in order to reconcile so that our sin could be forgiven - so the world could 
experience reconciliation. 
 
B. AT THE FEAST OF WAVE OFFERING. 
 
This offering would take place on Pentecost at harvest time. 
 
Leviticus 23:17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of 
fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; [they are] the firstfruits unto the LORD. 
 
This offering symbolized the harvest that would be brought to God. The harvest (souls) would come 
from both Jews and Gentiles. 
 



Again, we are seeing a sinful people through the blood of Christ reconciled unto God. That is the 
harvest. 
 
John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 
 
This parallels what is being shared in Leviticus 23:17 because it is talking of the harvest. It was the 
harvest or wave offering. 
 
In this parable the ethical context of leaven as corruption still remains. In other words, we battle sin 
within the Church.  
 
BUT THE MAIN EMPHASIS OF THIS PARABLE IS THE TOTAL INFILTRATION OF THE GOSPEL INTO THE 
WORLD JUST AS THE LEAVEN TOTALLY INFILTRATES THE MEAL/FLOUR. 
 
4. THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS A HUGE TASK. 
 
Why do we say that? 
 
Matthew 13:33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
 
First of all, three measures of meal would probably feed well over 100 people. 
 
Whenever we look at that, we understand that this is not something that is just confined to this 
woman's family. 
 
This is something that is literally to go into and throughout the entire world. 
 
The three measures of meal would feed well over 100 people indicating the scope of the task.  
 
Don't miss the main point of this parable. That main point is the spreading of the gospel - the infiltration 
of the good news throughout the whole world, touching and influencing everyone that hears it and 
everything it touches - it infiltrates and influences the entire world. 
 
Don't let the leaven trip you up when you look at this parable. Remember the main emphasis is the task 
of spreading the gospel. That is why they would use the three measures of meal; it indicates the size and 
the scope of the task. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 {28:18} And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. {28:19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {28:20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 



We see this mandate to infiltrate the entire world with the gospel just like the leaven infiltrates every 
part of the meal. 
 
Therein is the parable of the leaven. 



PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; February 20, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:45-46 

Matthew 13:45-46 {13:45} Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 
pearls: {13:46} Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and 
bought it. 
 
Simple Breakdown- 
 
Pearl is the Church, the born-again believers, those who receive Christ as their savior. 
  
The merchant traveling and searching for fine pearls, found a pearl of great value and paid the price for 
it was Jesus Christ. 
 
The cost/price paid was His sacrifice on the cross. It was His all!  
 
Outline:  
 
The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price (Matthew 13:45-46) 
 
Another simile. “Kingdom of heaven is like…” 
 
Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 
 
A comparison is made between the kingdom of heaven and a merchant searching for a valuable pearl. 
 
See the word “like”. 
 
The portion of the kingdom of heaven that we are focus on tonight is the merchant, Jesus, the king of 
the kingdom of heaven! 
 
In fact, most of the words in these two verses tonight carry a lot of significance.  
 
Significant Words: 
 
AGAIN- (vs. 45) (Who do you live for? Me/Jesus) 
  
-Miracle- about the 1980 Winter Olympics “Miracle on Ice” USA defeats Russia 
“During an exhibition game against Norway in Oslo that ends in a 3–3 tie, Brooks notices the players are 
distracted and not playing up to their potential. After the game, he orders them back on the ice for a bag 
skate. Brooks has them skate from one end of the ice to the other several times (doing, in other words, 



his infamous "Herbies," as the team would call them colloquially), continuing the drill even after the rink 
manager cuts the power. Exhausted, forward and team captain Mike Eruzione re-introduces himself in 
the same manner from the initial practice and cries out that he plays for the United States. Getting the 
answer he wanted all along, Brooks finally tells the players they are done. Eventually, the team comes 
together, with the players thinking of themselves as a family representing the United States.” 
 
-Again, repetition is how we learn!  
 
-Little league baseball, fielding grounders at first base, throwing, fly-balls, hitting. All repetition. 
 
-5th grade introduced to the lay-up and foul-shots. Repetition… 
 
-Shooting my bow and arrow trying to get good enough to go hunting with a bow. 
 
-College lifting weights. To lift 300 lbs on a bench press it took a whole lot of repetitions. 
  
-All of these things were things I wanted to do and be successful at. I spent hours at the park in 
Gassaway playing basketball with friends and shooting in my back yard on my own. Before church, after 
church, and any other time that I could. Playing baseball in the backyard, listening intently as coaches on 
all levels gave me pieces of the puzzle to be a better hitter, point guard, hunter, and to be stronger.  
 
-Question is, do we do the same in our walk with God. These Scriptures that we hold in our hands, that 
we read each day, they are life. They are everything. But do we get tired of that repetition?  
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 {9:24} Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the 
prize? So run, that ye may obtain. {9:25} And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. {9:26} I therefore so run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: {9:27} But I keep under my body, and bring 
[it] into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway. 
 
-Again!!!  
 
I would submit to you that these parables are narratives that when properly applied to our lives become 
filters that cause us to see the world the way that Jesus would want us to see it. Please remember to 
protect against having strange teachings from parables that parables must never be allowed to teach 
doctrines or practices which are contrary to plain teaching elsewhere in Scripture. 
 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN- (vs. 45) 
 
Jesus. As the king of the kingdom of heaven.  
 
MERCHANT- (vs. 45) 
 
A traveler, in the pearl trade. Valuable pearls. (Jesus) 



SEARCHING- (vs. 45) 
 
Active.  Not passive. Not by accident, but intentionally. 
  
Have you ever searched for something you had to have?  
 
-Deer grunt call, or turkey call the night before season opened, or the morning of? Or the ammunition 
that you know you packed in your gear.  
 
-Better yet, have you ever gone store to store looking for something that you needed for a recipe? And 
it was sold out everywhere? 
  
-Searching for the right vehicle. New Ford, I do not want the fancy chrome 302B package. I want the 
plain 302A! 
 
-Maybe you searched even harder to find the one you would spend the rest of your life with, that 
person you were meant to marry… how hard was that search? 
 
-Searching for what God’s will is for your life. Intense!  
 
FIND- (vs. 46) 
 
Remember- The word translated “found” in our text for this parable gives us via transliteration our word 
“eureka” which is an exclamation attributed to Archimedes when he discovered the method of 
determining the purity of gold. “Eureka” is now used simply to express triumph and excitement over 
some choice discovery. It also happens to be the motto of the state of California, which reminds of the 
gold mining days in that state in which men would be prone to shout “eureka” when they found gold. 
This exclamatory use of the word would be especially fitting for one discovering choice spiritual 
blessings. 
 
What was it like when you found what you were looking for?  
 
What was it worth to you? 
  
How much more would you have paid for it, if it was the only one on earth? 
  
How well did you plan on taking care of that one….vehicle? spouse?  
 
ONE- (vs. 46) 
  
Singular. The only one. No other.  
 
PEARL- (vs. 46) 
 
There doesn’t seem to be a lot of value placed on pearls in Jewish culture throughout Scripture. 



  
We don’t see pearls in Aaron’s breastplate with the other jewels. 
 
However, there was some value to them because Jesus advises people to not cast your “pearls before 
swine.”  
 
Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest 
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
 
 
And there is mention in Revelation 21:21 about the twelve gates made each of a pearl. 
 
Revelation 21:21 And the twelve gates [were] twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and 
the street of the city [was] pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 
 
  
Finally, in Revelation 17:4 the great harlot was adorned with pearls. Representing wealth. 
 
Revelation 17:4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 
fornication: 
 
 In Genesis 2 the bride was pure, but by the end of the Bible we can now see what sin does to the world. 
  
Interesting things pearls are. Different from other jewels and gems. They can’t be shaped by men like 
diamonds or other stones that come out of the earth.  
 
They are what is called a unity. 
  
They are products of a living organism! Not true for sapphires, diamonds, rubies, emeralds, or any other 
for that matter.  
 
The pearl is the result of an injury done to a living organism. A grain of sand gets within the shell of the 
oyster, and it injures it. The oyster covers it with layer after layer of nacre and a pearl is formed.  
 
UNITY-  
 
Ephesians 4:4-6 {4:4} [There is] one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling; {4:5} One Lord, one faith, one baptism, {4:6} One God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 
 
Like a pearl, the church is the product of suffering. Christ died for the church and His suffering on the 
cross made possible her birth. 
 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 



 
A pearl grows gradually, and the church grows gradually as the Spirit convicts and converts sinners.  
 
VALUE- 
 
EXPENSIVE- Buy cheap, cut-rate things and they are cheap. Buy something of high value and they are 
just that, expensive. Valuable. 
  
BOUGHT/PURCHASED = belongs to Him! 
 
Price paid, sacrifice, selling = ancient word had different meaning and significance.  
 
Now that we have a basis for how to look at this Scripture by studying each word contained in it. 
  
MAJOR POINTS 
 
Philippians 2:5-8 {2:5} Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: {2:6} Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: {2:7} But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: {2:8} And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
 
1.  SEARCHED FOR! (Left heaven, came to earth….) 
 
- Merchant searching for fine pearls didn’t sit at home. 
  
- Merchant didn't just walk around occasionally looking for a pearl. 
 
- Merchant was thoroughly searching for fine pearls.  
 
- Jesus left heaven. Came to Earth.  
 
Found one… Eureka!!! 
 
2.  PAID FOR! 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 {6:19} What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which 
is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? {6:20} For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 {1:18} Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, [as] 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers; {1:19} But with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
 
-Merchant didn’t throw down some cheap price, he didn’t settle for a cheaper pearl, but paid with 
everything that he had to get the one pearl of great value! 



  
-The best has a high price tag!  
 
-Merchant had to go and sell it all and purchase the pearl. 
 
-Jesus, our savior, left heaven, came to Earth as a man, and gave His life to pay for us the Church, the 
fine pearl.  
 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 
-No greater love! 
 
John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
 
-I think of the fact that there was no hesitation mentioned. None at all. I think of Scripture Hebrews 
12:2. 
 
Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
Important Quotes: 
 
“If your spiritual life is non-productive, translate this principle about persistency into your church 
attendance and Bible study and prayer habits, and you just may discover why you are not doing well 
spiritually.” 
 
“If we cannot be motivated and inspired by Calvary, we have some great spiritual problems.” 
 
Respond: 
 
1.  ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST'S WORK. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.  
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 {1:18} Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, [as] 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers; {1:19} But with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
 
Philippians 2:5-8 {2:5} Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: {2:6} Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: {2:7} But made himself of no reputation, and 



took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: {2:8} And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
 
2.  ACCEPT CHRIST'S PAYMENT. 
 
Mark 8:36-37 {8:36} For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? {8:37} Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
3.  ADHERE TO THE UNITY. 
 
Ephesians 4:4-6 {4:4} [There is] one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling; {4:5} One Lord, one faith, one baptism, {4:6} One God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 
 
 The church is part of the kingdom. One part of the kingdom of heaven.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s. 
 
You were bought at a price. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 
 
You were bought at a price; do not become a bondservant of men. 
 
We cannot cut the pearl to shape and fit our desires, our schedules, our preferences. We adhere to 
God’s design for the pearl. The way he made it.  
 
We cannot maintain a cheap view of church membership and allow sin to remain casually present. 
Therefore, our profession of faith needs to match a Christian lifestyle regardless of who we are!  
 
We seek out his Will through Scripture, Prayer. We find encouragement from others within the pearl, 
not from without! 



PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET 
Pastor Bill Morlan; February 27, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 13:47-50 

Chapter 13 has 7 parables.  
 
This parable is a simile.  
 
Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 
 
This is the 7th parable. He is speaking to His disciples in private. 
 
This parable pairs with the parable of the Weeds among the Wheat (Wheat and Tares). 
 
When talking about parables, you have to understand the audience. 
 
The dragnet is about the true and false believers. 
 
Matthew 13:47-50 {13:47} Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every kind: {13:48} Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. {13:49} So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, {13:50} And shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
 
It went with the previous parables. It begins with "Again." 
 
A dragnet was like a large sane net with weights on the bottom. They would use it a couple of different 
ways. (A) They would anchor one end on the shore and then stretch the net out into the water using a 
boat and then in an arc bring it back to the shore. (B) Stretch it out between two boats and then drag it 
together. 
 
You have no control over what you catch - it is just whatever is in your net. 
 
1. THE DRAGNET - THE GOSPEL. 
 
We are to cast it out. 
 
There are good churches out there who preach the gospel, but there are also bad churches that don't. 
 
The gospel is what brings the people in. 
 



Blind Bartimaeus didn't see what Jesus had done, he heard about it. 
 
Romans 10:17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 
Bring someone along with you. Teach the next generation and make disciples. 
 
2. GATHERED - THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DISCIPLES. 
 
Vs. 47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every 
kind: 
 
That is up to you to share the gospel. It is our responsibility. 
 
The gospel is going out, but someone has to be there to bring them in - to disciple them. 
 
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
 
Our job is to go out. 
 
It's okay if you don't know exactly what you are doing - He might have the cavalry coming right behind 
you. 
 
Your job is not to save anybody, your job is to share the gospel. 
 
3. WHEN IT IS FULL - JESUS IS COMING BACK. 
 
Vs. 48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away. 
 
There is going to be a last time - a last opportunity. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 {4:16} For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: {4:17} Then we 
which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. {4:18} Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
God is going to separate. This parable is talking about the judgment after the Tribulation. 
 
4. END OF AGE - JUDGMENT. 
 
Vs. 49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just, 
 



There will come a time when time is up. 
 
Vs. 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
 
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. It is talking of non-believers. 
 
When that time comes you will either receive your reward or punishment. 
 
5. UNDERSTANDING - INVOLVES RESPONSIBILITY. 
 
Matthew 13:51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, 
Lord. 
 
Do you understand? You are supposed to take this and use it. 
 
Galatians 6:4-5 {6:4} But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself 
alone, and not in another. {6:5} For every man shall bear his own burden. 
 
What are you going to do with it? 
 
Matthew 13:52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe [which is] instructed unto the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a man [that is] an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure [things] 
new and old. 
 
A scribe's job was to study the law and present it to the people. 
 
It doesn't do the body of Christ any good if all we do is hoard and not give it away. 
 
The New Testament goes with the Old Testament and vice-a-versa. The Old Testament is about Jesus 
Christ too. Bring the two together and start telling people. 
 
Cast a dragnet! 



PARABLE OF THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; March 6, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35 

Quote: To live above, with saints we love will certainly be glory. To live below, with saints we know— 
Well, that’s another story! - Unknown 
 
Matthew 18:21-35 {18:21} Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? Till seven times? {18:22} Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven. {18:23} Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of his servants. {18:24} And when he had begun to reckon, one was 
brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. {18:25} But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. {18:26} The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all. {18:27} Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed 
him, and forgave him the debt. {18:28} But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took [him] by the 
throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. {18:29} And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought 
him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. {18:30} And he would not: but went and cast 
him into prison, till he should pay the debt. {18:31} So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 
were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. {18:32} Then his lord, after that he 
had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me: {18:33} Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had 
pity on thee? {18:34} And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all 
that was due unto him. {18:35} So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 
 
1.  Peter asked a Question: 
 
 How many times should I forgive a brother?  
 
2.  Jesus’s answer to the Question:  
 
 “Don’t keep track.” 
 
3.  Jesus supported His Answer: 
 
 Includes a parable to make sure the answer is clearly understood. 
 
 How many times do we not take the time to process the answer?  
 
4.  We respond to the answer. 
  
 We should forgive the way that we have been forgiven by Jesus!  
 



Thoughts-  
 
Forgiveness- Fellowship impact of unforgiven sin.  
  
1.  PETER ASKED A QUESTION. 
 
Vs. 21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? Till seven times? 
 
How often have you asked God questions? 
 
How often do you get an answer?  
 
I believe God has answered me every time.  
 
The question has been more about whether I’ve been listening, or willing to accept the answer.  
 
“How many times should I forgive a brother?” 
 
Peter thought he was showing a lot of faith offering up to seven times.  
 
Jewish teaching at this point said to forgive three times.  
 
Ephesians 3:17-19 {3:17} That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, {3:18} May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; {3:19} And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God. 
 
2.  JESUS ANSWERED THE QUESTION. 
 
Vs. 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 
 
How many times do we reject the answer God gives?  
 
Jesus’ reply “70x7” (490 times) was a surprising answer. 
  
How many of you are keeping track of how many wrongs someone has committed against you? Are you 
up to 490 times yet?  
 
Anyone in here a grudge holder? 
  
Let’s read some Scripture: 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 {13:1} Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become [as ]sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. {13:2} And though I have [the gift of] 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could 



remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. {13:3} And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
[the poor,] and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. {13:4} 
Charity suffereth long, [and] is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
{13:5} Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
{13:6} Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; {13:7} Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. {13:8} Charity never faileth: but whether [there be] prophecies, 
they shall fail; whether [there be] tongues, they shall cease; whether [there be] knowledge, it shall 
vanish away. {13:9} For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. {13:10} But when that which is 
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. {13:11} When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
{13:12} For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known. {13:13} And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these [is] charity. 
 
Love dictates a lot in the lives of Christians. A fellow believer can have opportunity to correct their sin 
through the encouragement of other brothers and sisters. But the opposite is true too. If our judgement 
is harsh, or quick, what have we done to those who have sinned against us?  
 
I think we need to fall on the side of compassion and forgiveness. Let’s create an atmosphere of love 
and forgiveness and see if God will use that to bring out the best in the person.  
 
I think this parable brings out the power of forgiveness!  
 
With that said, I also believe that this parable teaches the forgiveness between fellow believers. Not 
between sinners and God.  
 
Random Questions:  
 
How many times do we ask God a question, but don’t listen for an answer?  
 
How many times do we hear the answer as plainly as we read in Scripture right here and act like we 
didn’t hear a thing? 
 
Do we have selective hearing disorder?! 
 
Maybe that is why Jesus chose to use this parable in the following verses. A simple answer for us isn’t 
good enough. It needs fortified, strengthened, and taught so over the top that we have to admit that we 
understand!  
 
Read the Parable Again…  
 
Matthew 18:23-35 {18:23} Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants. {18:24} And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten thousand talents. {18:25} But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. {18:26} The 
servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 



thee all. {18:27} Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave 
him the debt. {18:28} But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed 
him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took [him] by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou 
owest. {18:29} And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all. {18:30} And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should 
pay the debt. {18:31} So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came 
and told unto their lord all that was done. {18:32} Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: {18:33} Shouldest 
not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? {18:34} And his lord 
was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. {18:35} So 
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses. 
 
3.  JESUS SUPPORTED HIS ANSWER. (vs. 23-35) 
 
How many times do we not take the time to process the answer? 
  
Let’s read this parable and take the time to process what we read! 
  
A.  WHAT WAS THE DEBT HE OWED? 
  
-10,000 talents 
-20 years to earn 1 talent. 
-200,000 years to earn 10,000 talents - 2000 lifetimes.  
 
B.  WHAT WAS THE DEBT OWED TO HIM?  
 
-100 denarii or 100 pence. 
-Average worker earned a penny a day. 
-100 days wages. Roughly 1/3 of a year’s wages. 
  
C.  WHAT WAS THE KING'S RESPONSE? 
 
Mercy! Compassion. 
 
No way selling this man and his family could have earned a fraction back. 
  
No way the man was ever going to pay back the debt. 
  
The servant did not deserve this forgiveness; it was purely an act of love and mercy on the part of the 
master. 
 
D.  WHAT WAS HIS RESPONSE? 
 
He went and found someone who owed him money. 
 



He demanded payment. 
 
He got upset and started choking his fellow servant. 
 
He had the fellow servant thrown in prison. 
  
The unjust servant was unwilling to grant to others what he wanted others to grant to him. Perhaps he 
had the legal right to throw the man in prison, but he did not have the moral right. 
 
E.  WHAT WAS THE POINT? 
  
We have a serious warning here from Jesus himself. 
  
He did not say that God saves only those who forgive others. The theme of this parable is forgiveness 
between brothers, not salvation for lost sinners. Jesus warned us that God cannot forgive us if we do not 
have humble and repentant hearts. We reveal the true condition of our hearts by the way we treat 
others. When our hearts are humble and repentant, we will gladly forgive our brothers. But where there 
is pride and a desire for revenge, there can be no true repentance, and this means God cannot forgive. 
 
4.  WE RESPOND TO JESUS' ANSWER. 
 
Depending on the answer, the study, the application our response is often determined. 
 
How often is our response found lacking?  
 
We should forgive the way that we have been forgiven by Jesus! 
  
Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
 
Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also [do] ye. 
 
The opposite place to be in this situation is by not forgiving others. I’ve learned even as a child that we 
put ourselves into a prison when we refuse to forgive. We put ourselves in prison and cause even 
further pain when we refuse to forgive others.  
 
The fact remains that our fellowship with God is negatively impacted when we refuse to forgive others.  
 
Mark mentions the sin that needs removed from the church; this is one of those sins. Not only what we 
do, but what we fail to do that we ought to do.  
 
Our lives will not be spiritually productive if we a grudge bearers! 



PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 
Pastor Bill Morlan; March 13, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 21:28-32 

This parable is an allegory. 
 
Allegory- a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral 
or political one. 
 
To get to the parable, we must look at the whole chapter. There is a reason why Jesus spoke this parable 
to them. 
 
Matthew 21:1-27 {21:1} And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto 
the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, {21:2} Saying unto them, Go into the village over 
against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose [them,] and bring [them] 
unto me. {21:3} And if any [man] say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them. {21:4} All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, {21:5} Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and 
sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. {21:6} And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them, {21:7} And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set 
[him] thereon. {21:8} And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 
branches from the trees, and strawed [them] in the way. {21:9} And the multitudes that went before, 
and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed [is] he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. {21:10} And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this? {21:11} And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
{21:12} And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, {21:13} 
And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. {21:14} And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 
{21:15} And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, {21:16} And 
said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? {21:17} And he left them, and went out of 
the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. {21:18} Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he 
hungered. {21:19} And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but 
leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree 
withered away. {21:20} And when the disciples saw [it,] they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree 
withered away! {21:21} Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and 
doubt not, ye shall not only do this [which is done] to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. {21:22} And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. {21:23} And when he was come into the 
temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By 
what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? {21:24} And Jesus answered 



and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. {21:25} The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And 
they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him? {21:26} But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
{21:27} And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do these things. 
 
Verses 8-9 Triumphal entry. 
 
We start off with everyone praising the Lord. They thought He was come to overthrow the Romans. In 
seven days, they would crying out, "Crucify Him!" 
 
Verses 12-13 Jesus cleanses the Temple. 
 
Jesus is heading toward a confrontation. This is the second time He cleansed the Temple. 
 
If the Church is going to be what it is called to be, we must get sin out of the Church. 
 
Verse 14 Jesus healed people. 
 
The very next thing He does is He starts healing people. Then the confrontation begins. 
 
Verses 15-16 Children saying "Hosanna." Chief priest and scribes question Him. 
 
They confronted Him. They asked, not in a nice way, "Do you hear what they are saying about you?" 
 
Verses 18-22 Jesus curses the fig tree. 
 
He was returning to the city in the morning. The tree was supposed to be bearing fruit. Israel was 
referred to as a fig tree. 
 
Hosea 9:10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at 
her first time: [but] they went to Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto [that] shame; and [their] 
abominations were according as they loved. 
 
You look beautiful but you are not bearing any fruit. 
 
There is a lot of false teaching in some churches today. All we need is the truth! - God's Word! 
 
Israel had gotten away from the truth. 
 
Everything in the Bible is important - it all leads to Jesus. 
 



Joel 1:7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast [it] 
away; the branches thereof are made white. 
 
Joel prophesied about Jesus. There are a lot of bad churches out there. 
 
I know the truth, and the truth can't be hidden. 
 
The Jews weren't producing fruit and God moved to the Gentiles. 
 
Verses 23-27 Jesus is confronted by the religious leaders. 
 
They confronted Him again. They were waiting for Him to come. The stage was set for the showdown. 
 
There is a confrontation between the religious leaders and Jesus. 
 
They knew the answer to Jesus' question about the baptism of John but would not answer. People who 
are wrong don't like the truth. 
 
We needed to read the whole chapter to understand the atmosphere which was hostile. 
 
PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS: 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 {21:28} But what think ye? A [certain] man had two sons; and he came to the first, 
and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. {21:29} He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 
repented, and went. {21:30} And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I 
[go,] sir: and went not. {21:31} Whether of them twain did the will of [his] father? They say unto him, 
The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you. {21:32} For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye 
believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen [it,] 
repented not afterward, that ye might believe him. 
 
This is like a scenario we as parents have faced. 
 
SON #1 - Tax collectors, harlots (sinners). 
 
On average it takes roughly six times for someone to hear the gospel before they accept Christ. 
 
It's your job to share the gospel, it is God's job to save them. 
 
The Church for too long has lived in the "Sin of Silence." 
 
Verse 29 - There are a lot of people who argue with God who are not saved. But it makes a difference for 
us to keep sharing. 
 



SON #2 - Religious leaders of Jesus' day (those who reject Jesus). 
 
Verse 30 - It's talking about those who know the right thing to do, but they don't do it. 
 
By age 12, Jewish males had the first five books of the Bible memorized. They knew what was right, but 
they refused to do it. Jesus was basically pronouncing judgment on them. 
 
Verse 31 - He's passing judgment, but He is also giving them a chance. He is giving them a chance to be 
saved. 
 
This parable illustrates their rejection of Jesus and pronounces judgment on them. 
 
A lot of times in our society we quit way too early. 
 
He told them, "You saw the miracles and still you didn't change." 
 
How many miracles must you witness before you recognize God is in control? 
 
They were not accepting what they had seen with their own eyes. 
 
Verse 32 - How do we share the truth and the only real hope? 
 
He does care if you come to church. 
 
Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some [is;] but 
exhorting [one another:] and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
He does care if you share. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 {28:18} And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. {28:19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {28:20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 
We might have the best intentions with our promises of faithfulness, but unfulfilled promises are no 
promises at all. It's unfaithfulness. 
 
If God has given you a gift - a talent, and you don't use it, it is unfaithfulness. 
 
Everyone has been blessed with a gift. 
 
At one time I was despicable - I'm so glad someone shared with me. 
 



1 Corinthians 9:19-23 {9:19} For though I be free from all [men,] yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more. {9:20} And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to 
them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; {9:21} To 
them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) 
that I might gain them that are without law. {9:22} To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak: I am made all things to all [men,] that I might by all means save some. {9:23} And this I do for the 
gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with [you.] 



PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 
Pastor Bill Morlan; March 27, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46 
Parallel Scripture: Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19 

 
This is one of only two parables that occur in all three synoptic gospels (The sower and the mustard seed 
are the other two). 
 
Remember, the setting is so important. 
 
Matthew 21:1-27 {21:1} And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto 
the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, {21:2} Saying unto them, Go into the village over 
against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose [them,] and bring [them] 
unto me. {21:3} And if any [man] say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them. {21:4} All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, {21:5} Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and 
sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. {21:6} And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them, {21:7} And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set 
[him] thereon. {21:8} And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 
branches from the trees, and strawed [them] in the way. {21:9} And the multitudes that went before, 
and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed [is] he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. {21:10} And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this? {21:11} And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
{21:12} And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, {21:13} 
And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. {21:14} And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 
{21:15} And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, {21:16} And 
said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? {21:17} And he left them, and went out of 
the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. {21:18} Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he 
hungered. {21:19} And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but 
leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree 
withered away. {21:20} And when the disciples saw [it,] they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree 
withered away! {21:21} Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and 
doubt not, ye shall not only do this [which is done] to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. {21:22} And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. {21:23} And when he was come into the 
temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By 
what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? {21:24} And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. {21:25} The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And 



they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him? {21:26} But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
{21:27} And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do these things. 
 
This parable follows the parable of the 2 sons, and it answers the question asked by the chief priests and 
the elders of who’s authority do you do your miracles and teach by in verse 23. 
 
His audience is the religious leaders. 
 
Jesus doesn’t let them control the conversation and so He asks them a question that they won’t answer 
in verse 24-25. 
 
In the parable of the vineyard, He answers the question about by who’s authority. 
 
If God owns the vineyard and Jesus is the Son and rightful heir to it, the He is acting under God’s 
authority. 
 
MAIN PLAYERS IN THE PARABLE: 
  
THE OWNER - GOD 
THE VINEYARD - ISRAEL 
THE TENANT FARMERS - RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF ISRAEL AND JEWS 
THE SERVANTS OF THE OWNER - THE PROPHETS 
THE SON/HEIR - JESUS 
OTHER TENANTS - THE GENTILES 
   
When this parable was told, His audience would have thought of Isaiah 5:1-7, where the prophet calls 
Israel God’s vineyard and warns the He would lay it waste because it produced only worthless grapes. 
 
Isaiah 5:1-7 {5:1} Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My 
wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: {5:2} And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 
thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a 
winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. {5:3} 
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 
{5:4} What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? {5:5} And now go to; I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; [and] break 
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: {5:6} And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, 
nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no 
rain upon it. {5:7} For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts [is] the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his 
pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 
 



The central theme is that the stewardship of the kingdom of heaven will be taken away from Israel and 
given to the church. 
 
They would have known that He was referencing Isaiah 5:1-7. 
 
Matthew 21:33-46 {21:33} Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a 
vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country: {21:34} And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. {21:35} And the husbandmen took 
his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. {21:36} Again, he sent other servants 
more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. {21:37} But last of all he sent unto them his son, 
saying, They will reverence my son. {21:38} But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. {21:39} And they 
caught him, and cast [him] out of the vineyard, and slew [him.] {21:40} When the lord therefore of the 
vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? {21:41} They say unto him, He will miserably 
destroy those wicked men, and will let out [his] vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render 
him the fruits in their seasons. {21:42} Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The 
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes? {21:43} Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. {21:44} And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. {21:45} And when the 
chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them. {21:46} But 
when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him for a prophet. 
 
This parable is a metaphor. 
 
Metaphor- a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is 
not literally applicable. A thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something else, especially 
something abstract. 
 
This parable parallels Isaiah 5:1-7. 
 
Ref: Vs. 33 
 
Note what the landowner (God) has done in establishing and finishing the kingdom: 
 
He planted the vineyard- God took the initiative to establish His kingdom on earth, a work of design and 
creation for which He assumed full responsibility. 
 
He put a fence around it.  God protected His kingdom from those who opposed it and sought to destroy 
not.  
 
He dug a winepress and built a tower.  The altar was the winepress upon which atonement was made 
for man’s sin and fellowship with God: Mark’s account refers to  the pit under the press where wine 



gathered after being crushed out of the grapes.  The watchtower was His constant vigilance over a 
nation and people He established to exalt His great name. Some say this is the Temple, in which the 
divine presence is manifested. 
 
In the context of this parable, God has carefully and lovingly established His kingdom on earth- a 
vineyard fully furnished to produce a great harvest to be richly enjoyed by God and His people. 
 
The tenant farmers are the religious leaders that God entrusted his kingdom to. 
 
Ref: Vs. 34 
 
The landowner sent his servants to collect his portion of the harvest. 
 
The servants are the prophets, who represent the Master Himself. 
  
Ref: Vs. 35 
 
The tenants abused the servants.  (Mark and Luke have this as 3 separate servants coming at 3 different 
times.)   
 
The religious leaders would have recognized the treatment of the servants.  Jeremiah was beaten, 
Zechariah was stoned in the temple, Isaiah was killed. 
 
Ref: Vs. 36 
 
Mark 12:5 also has the owner sending more servants, some beaten others killed. 
 
The landowner sent other servants, more than the first time. This represents other believers like John 
the Baptist.  They were imprisoned or beheaded. 
 
How could they claim obedience as God’s people and still reject His messengers? 
 
We don’t know how many servants the owner sent, but that is not important; the theme is God’s 
repeated appeal through His prophets to an unrepentant people. 
 
Ref: Vs. 37 
 
The landowner sends his own son, saying surely, they will respect him. 
 
God sends His Son, the promised Messiah. 
 
 
 
 



Ref: Vs. 38 
 
These wicked farmers were nothing but hired tenants in a vineyard not their own.  Yet they thought 
they could take it by force.  This was Satan’s desire in the beginning, demanding God’s place of authority 
(Isa 14:13-14). 
 
Isaiah 14:13-14 {14:13} For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 
{14:14} I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 
 
According to Jewish law, if the owner of the property had no heir’s, then when the owner died the 
property went to who was living on it. 
   
They could have assumed that since the son came to collect, that the father was dead and reasoned 
how to make the property their own. 
 
Ref: Vs. 39 
 
This amounts to conspiracy to commit murder by the Jewish leadership, and it is prophetic in the sense 
that Jesus is telling them what they are going to do to Him. 
 
Jesus was taken outside of the city and killed. 
 
Ref: Vs. 40  
 
Jesus asks the question, what will the owner do to the evil tenants?  What He is doing is forcing the 
religious leaders/priests to declare their own fate. 
 
Ref: 41  
 
In effect, they have just condemned themselves and pronounced their own sentence.  
  
Within 40 years of this parable, the Roman armies will sweep into Jerusalem, destroy the Temple, kill 
more than one million Jews, and scatter the rest through the known world. 
 
The nation of Israel will cease to have its homeland and its center of worship for nearly 1,900 years, until 
Israel is restored after the close of World War 2. 
 
Other vinedressers are the Gentiles. 
 
In contrast, a little over 50 days after this parable is told, the Holy Spirit comes on the Day of Pentecost 
and ushers in the church age, taking up residence in the “temple” of the new believers’ bodies (1 
Corinthians 6:19). 
 



1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
 
Ref: Vs. 42  
Jesus quotes Psalms 118:22-23. 
 
Psalms 118:22-23 {118:22} The stone [which] the builders refused is become the head [stone] of the 
corner. {118:23} This is the LORD’S doing; it [is] marvellous in our eyes. 
 
The rejected stone is Jesus who became the chief cornerstone. 
 
Up to this point, Jesus has been dealing with the immediate situation of Israel and its past disobedience; 
now Jesus leaves open the question of what Israel’s leadership is going to do with the Messiah, whom 
He refers to as the “chief cornerstone.” 
 
Cornerstones are used symbolically in Scripture and picture Christ as the main piece of the foundation of 
the church to fulfill its divine destiny. 
 
Ref: Vs. 43  
 
Jesus makes their lack of obedience personal.  He tells the leaders that because of their disobedience 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from them.  It will be given to the Gentiles (Ref: Vs. 41). 
 
Ref: Vs. 44  
 
“This stone” - Jesus is a “stone of stumbling and a rock of offense” to unbelievers (Isaiah 8:14, 1 Peter 
2:9). 
 
Isaiah 8:14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both 
the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
And the prophet Daniel pictured Him as a great stone “cut out of the mountain without hands,” which 
falls on the kingdoms of the world and crushes them. (Daniel 2:44-45). 
 
Daniel 2:44-45 {2:44} And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. {2:45} Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the 
clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
 



Whether a ceramic vessel falls on a rock or a rock falls on the vessel, the result is the same. 
 
Ref: Vs. 44-45 
 
The priests and Pharisees knew that Jesus was talking about them and sought to take action against 
Him, but they didn’t because they feared the people. 
 
How does this apply to us today? 
 
We must remember who planted the vineyard - God! 
 
Think of Braxton County as the vineyard. There are roughly 14,000 people in Braxton County. Only about 
4,000 in the Census said they attend church regularly (once every six weeks is considered regularly 
according to the Census). That means there are 10,000 people who don't attend church. 
 
We don't have to go far to share the gospel. 
 
Matthew 9:37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly [is] plenteous, but the labourers [are] 
few; 
 
Luke 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly [is] great, but the labourers [are] few: pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. 
 
John 4:35-38 {4:35} Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. {4:36} And he 
that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. {4:37} And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 
{4:38} I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered 
into their labours. 
 
The harvest is ready! The vineyard is ready to be harvested. 
 
When you garden, you have to get dirty. 
 
The Vinedresser has done His job - now we must do ours. 
 
Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, [let 
us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith; 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 {12:4} Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {12:5} And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. {12:6} And there are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same God which worketh all in all. {12:7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. 
 



Are we using our gifts or being like the evil tenants? 
 
Use what God has given you. Don't use excuses. God has given you everything you need. 
 
You can either be a wicked servant or a good servant. 



PARABLE OF THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD 
Pastor Mark Stump; April 3, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16 
 

There are three main points of emphasis in this parable. 
 
A parable is an earthly story that has a heavenly meaning. We want to grasp that spiritual portion that 
God intended to change our lives with. 
 
This parable is a simile. 
 
Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. It directly compares two things using words such as 
“like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 
 
Matthew 20:1-14 {20:1} For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man [that is] an householder, which 
went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. {20:2} And when he had agreed with 
the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. {20:3} And he went out about the third 
hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, {20:4} And said unto them; Go ye also into the 
vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. {20:5} Again he went out 
about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. {20:6} And about the eleventh hour he went out, and 
found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? {20:7} They say 
unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and 
whatsoever is right, [that] shall ye receive. {20:8} So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith 
unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them [their] hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 
{20:9} And when they came that [were hired] about the eleventh hour, they received every man a 
penny. {20:10} But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they 
likewise received every man a penny. {20:11} And when they had received it, they murmured against the 
goodman of the house, {20:12} Saying, These last have wrought [but] one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. {20:13} But he answered one of 
them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? {20:14} Take 
[that] thine [is,] and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. {20:15} Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? {20:16} So the last shall be 
first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 
 
People tend to look at this and see it as unfair. 
 
That isn't the issue at all - the fairness of God. 
 
Stop and think - Do you really want God to be fair with you? I don't need fairness; I need grace and 
mercy. 
 
1. IT'S ABOUT GOD AND HIS WAYS. 



 
The goodman of the house represents God. 
 
A. GOD IS DEBTOR TO NO MAN. 
 
God doesn't owe us anything. 
 
When we look at everything He has done in our lives, what more could He do? 
 
There were more workers needed. That shows how valuable the harvest is - He kept going back for more 
workers. 
 
John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 
 
B. GOD'S WAY OF REWARDING ISN'T ALWAYS LIKE MAN'S WAY. 
 
Our rewarding is performance based. God's way of rewarding is based on grace, not on performance. 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 {55:8} For my thoughts [are] not your thoughts, neither [are] your ways my ways, saith the 
LORD. {55:9} For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
God's way of rewarding isn't like our way. 
 
Some people work so hard in ministry and yet materialistically they don't have much, and some people 
set back watching and don't do much and yet materialistically they have a lot.  
 
We look at that and think that is not fair. 
 
God's way of rewarding isn't like our way. 
 
God knows what is best for you. He knows how much to put in your hands. 
 
C. GOD REWARDS ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD WILL AND PLEASURE. 
 
God doesn't ask my opinion on how He should reward people. 
 
God knows how to reward people. 
 
Philippians 2:12-13 {2:12} Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. {2:13} 
For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure. 
 



Fact - All rewards are at God's discretion, to compensate as He sees fit. 
 
2. IT'S ABOUT THE CHURCH. 
 
A. THE CHURCH IS GOD'S VINEYARD. 
 
The Church is to be about cultivating the soil, planting the good seed, nourishing (Worship, Bible Study, 
Kingdom Outfitters, Ministries, etc. - all to be used for nourishment so that spiritual maturity can be 
experienced), pruning so we will grow stronger - encourage people to prioritize their life. 
 
The Church defends and protects. That is why the Church is constantly warning. 
 
That's what those workers were hired to do. 
 
Acts 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved. 
 
In context with this parable, it is the goodman who calls and invites. 
 
If you are a Christian, you are here by God's invitation. 
 
B. IT'S ABOUT CHRISTIANS HAVING DUTIES TO PERFORM IN THE CHURCH. 
 
Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
 
This parable is about those who the goodman invited into the vineyard - every one of them had a duty in 
the vineyard - could be cultivating, planting, nourishing, pruning, etc. 
 
Everyone has a responsibility. It's no different today. 
 
If a part of the body is not supplying, the body becomes weaker. 
 
The body does not realize the fulness and power if a part of the body is not supplying. 
 
Every one of those who were hired were to supply - they would have understood that. 
 
C. SALVATION COMES AT DIFFERENT TIMES. 
 
The Lord has allowed us to see people saved in different phases of life - from children to the elderly. 
 
God chooses to call people at different times - just like the goodman who continued to hire. 
 



Please don't stop praying for people who you are concerned about. We must be diligent in sharing the 
gospel and our faith. 
 
John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 
 
That is the invitation - the drawing and the calling. 
 
D. THE CHURCH REACHES OUT TO ALL. 
 
There would have been a lot of different people at the marketplace. 
 
He didn't ask where they were from. 
 
The Church reaches out to all regardless of culture, ethnicity, socio-economic status, etc. 
 
Isaiah 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 
John 4:1-26 {4:1} When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John, {4:2} (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) {4:3} He 
left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. {4:4} And he must needs go through Samaria. {4:5} Then 
cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph. {4:6} Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with [his] journey, sat 
thus on the well: [and] it was about the sixth hour. {4:7} There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw 
water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. {4:8} (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy 
meat.) {4:9} Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of 
me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. {4:10} Jesus 
answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. {4:11} The woman 
saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou 
that living water? {4:12} Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank 
thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? {4:13} Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: {4:14} But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. {4:15} The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come 
hither to draw. {4:16} Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. {4:17} The woman 
answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 
{4:18} For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst 
thou truly. {4:19} The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. {4:20} Our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 
{4:21} Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. {4:22} Ye worship ye know not what: we know what 
we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. {4:23} But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 



worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
{4:24} God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship [him] in spirit and in truth. {4:25} The 
woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell 
us all things. {4:26} Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am [he.] 
 
Jesus didn't care where she was from. 
 
This Church is for "whosoever will." If they are thirsty, they are welcome here. 
 
Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
The vineyard is not for a select few. 
 
3. IT'S ABOUT GRACE. 
 
A. THE PARABLE IS ABOUT GRACE AND REWARD. 
 
Grace is shown to the late arrivals. Whenever you look at Him paying the 11th hour workers the same as 
the 3rd hour workers, do not for one moment think that God is being unfair, but rather grasp the truth 
that God is being extremely gracious. 
 
You must understand that there is a little bit more behind this story as well. 
 
B. THIS IS A SYSTEM OF GRACE NOT A SYSTEM OF LAW. 
 
Jewish law required payment be made at the end of the day - not a two week pay period. 
 
This is so the family could be fed. There wasn't refrigeration. The families would often go to the 
marketplace every day to buy food just for that day. 
 
Leviticus 19:13 Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob [him:] the wages of him that is hired 
shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. 
 
Grace recognizes that families of the later hired need fed just as much as the families of the early hired. 
 
C. NO ONE WAS TREATED UNFAIRLY. 
 
Why? Because a just God cannot do that! 
 
This parable is about God and His ways, it's about the Church, and it's about a system of grace and not a 
system of the law. 



PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 
Pastor Bill Morlan; May 1, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 {25:1} Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. {25:2} And five of them were wise, and five [were] 
foolish. {25:3} They that [were] foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: {25:4} But the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their lamps. {25:5} While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. {25:6} And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him. {25:7} Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. {25:8} And the foolish said unto the 
wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. {25:9} But the wise answered, saying, [Not so;] lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. {25:10} 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. {25:11} Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. {25:12} But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. {25:13} Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
 
This parable is a simile. 
 
Theme: Jesus will return at an unknown hour and His people need to be ready. 
 
Jesus shares this parable two days before His final Passover meal. 
 
- BRIDEGROOM - JESUS CHRIST 
 
John 3:27-30 {3:27} John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven. {3:28} Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before 
him. {3:29} He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth 
and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 
{3:30} He must increase, but I [must] decrease. 
 
Matthew 9:15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the 
bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and 
then shall they fast. 
 
Mark 2:19-20 {2:19} And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the 
bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. {2:20} But 
the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in 
those days. 
 
 
 
 



- BRIDE - THE CHURCH 
 
Ephesians 5:25-32 {5:25} Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; {5:26} That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, {5:27} 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. {5:28} So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. {5:29} For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: {5:30} For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones. {5:31} For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. {5:32} This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church. 
 
- FIVE WISE VIRGINS - BELIEVERS (SAVED) 
 
- FIVE FOOLISH VIRGINS - FALSE BELIEVERS (UNSAVED BUT AMONGST THE SAVED) 
 
Those who enjoy the benefit of the church community, but have never made a commitment. They will 
come for the help but never make a commitment. 
 
- THE AUDIENCE - THE DISCIPLES 
 
1. JESUS IS ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS FROM MATTHEW 24:3. 
 
Matthew 24:1-3 {24:1} And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to 
[him] for to shew him the buildings of the temple. {24:2} And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these 
things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. {24:3} And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world? 
 
To understand this parable better, we need to take a quick look at Chapter 24. Chapter 24 parables deal 
with faithful and unfaithful servants and the coming back of Jesus. It spends time warning Christians to 
be spiritually alert. 
 
Jesus spends the last part of Chaper 24 (vs. 45-51) praising those who are always ready for His return 
and condemning those who are not. 
 
Like the Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10), this is a parable about women. It immediately follows 
and makes the same point as the preceding Parable of the Marriage Feast (Matthew 22:1-14) which is a 
parable about men. 
 
Normally the bridegroom with some of his friends would leave his home to go to the bride's home. 
There would be various ceremonies there followed by a procession through the streets after nightfall to 



the groom's home. Everyone in the procession was expected to carry his or her own torch. Those 
without a torch would be assumed a party crasher and not invited. 
 
Ref: vs. 1 These women could have been bridesmaids, guests, etc. They were chosen to be in the 
wedding. They were waiting for the bridegroom to call them to him. They couldn't go until they were 
called. 
 
Ref: vs. 2 These were the five wise believers and the five foolish unbelievers. The good servent in 
Matthew 24:45 is described as faithful and wise. This parable explains the need for wisdom and the 
following Parable of the Talents shows the need for faithfulness. 
 
Ref: vs. 3 They did not prepare wisely; they were not ready. 
 
Are we staying alert or are we being foolish? 
 
Ref: vs. 4 The wise were prepared. Being ready for Christ's return involves one major thing: We must be 
born again through the saving faith of Jesus. 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
Romans 10:9-10 {10:9} That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. {10:10} For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 
Titus 2:11-15 {2:11} For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, {2:12} 
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world; {2:13} Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; {2:14} Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. {2:15} These things speak, and exhort, 
and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 
 
Ref: vs. 5 The fact that they were sleeping is not important, we will all be doing different things when 
Christ returns. The important issue; are you ready? 
 
Ref: vs. 6 None of us know the day or the hour. We will be called at a moments notice. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 {4:16} For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: {4:17} Then we 
which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. {4:18} Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
Maybe if we started living our lives like today is the day, other peoples lives would be changed. 
 



Ref: vs. 7 You are either ready or you are not. 
 
Ref: vs. 8 Possessing oil illustrates the concept of being prepared; a lack of oil represents being 
unprepared for Christ's return. 
 
In a moments notice we need to be ready. 
 
Unless we get in the practice of being ready, we are not going to be ready. 
 
Ref: vs. 9 The five wise virgins are not being selfish or mean. Others cannot give you salvation. We can't 
give anyone a portion of our salvation, that must be obtained through Christ.  
 
They have to get that for themselves. Just because we possess it doesn't mean we can give it to 
someone else. 
 
Ref: vs. 10 The door is shut and those who were ready went in. This speaks of being shut out of the 
Kingdom. 
 
That should motivate us! 
 
Ref: vs. 11 "Lord, Lord" indicates strong emotion but it's too late. It is the same cry in Matthew 7:21-23. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
There is coming a time when it is going to be too late! 
 
2. THIS PARABLE EXPLAINS THE NEED FOR WISDOM - TO BE READY. 



PARABLES OF THE MARRIAGE FEAST AND THE GREAT BANQUET 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; May 15, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:15-24 
 

Quote: An excuse is “the skin of reason stuffed with a lie.” —Billy Sunday 
 
Quote: “An excuse is just admitting failure.” —Dave Marchant 
 
Parable- a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels 
 
These two parables are not the same. Please do not get them confused. 
 

Matthew 22 Luke 14 

No excuses made. Excuses were made for rejecting invite.  

Those who refused the invitation were given great 
judgment 

Those who refused the invitation were only said to 
not taste of the supper. 

Servants with invitation were cruelly mistreated. 
And even killed. 

Servants carrying the invitation were not 
mistreated. 

A major portion of this parable is about one who 
was not properly attired for the feast.  

No mention of what guests were wearing to feast.  

Directly compares to Kingdom of heaven.  No mention of comparison is made.  

  

 
I do believe that as Pastor Bill mentioned last parable about the Oil and the Lamps targeting the women, 
these two parables are targeting the men. Because men were the ones invited to the wedding feast. 
  
Let’s read the first parable… 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 {22:1} And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, {22:2} 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, {22:3} And sent 
forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. {22:4} Again, 
he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my 
oxen and [my] fatlings [are] killed, and all things [are] ready: come unto the marriage. {22:5} But they 
made light of [it,] and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: {22:6} And the 
remnant took his servants, and entreated [them] spitefully, and slew [them. ]{22:7} But when the king 
heard [thereof,] he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and 
burned up their city. {22:8} Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were 
bidden were not worthy. {22:9} Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 
the marriage. {22:10} So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many 
as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. {22:11} And when the 



king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: {22:12} And 
he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. {22:13} Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and 
cast [him] into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. {22:14} For many are 
called, but few [are] chosen. 
 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to…. (Simile)  
 
Similes- a figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more emphatic or vivid. 
 
Directly compares two things using words such as “like”, “as”, ‘so”, or “than.” 
 
I. THE PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE FEAST (Matthew 22:1-14) 
 
A. FOCUS - GOD DEALING WITH ISRAEL BECAUSE OF: 
 
1. REJECTION - of the invitation and calling to the banquet. (vs. 3-6) 
  
How invitations were done. Initial. Follow-up when it was time. And then again. 
 
Adequate! 
 
The people in the story either went about their own business, or they mistreated and even killed the 
King’s servants.  
 
The parallel with Israel was that they had rejected… 
 
a)  John the Baptist’s Teaching (Rejected the Father)  
 
b) Jesus (Rejected the Son) 
  
c)  Other witnesses, disciples…. 
 
d)  Holy Spirit (Rejected the Holy Spirit) 
 
2.  PERSECUTION - of his servants. (One thing to reject, but to also persecute.) 
 
a)  John the Baptist- beheaded 
 
b)  Jesus- crucified 
 
c)  Disciples- stoned, tortured, boiled, torn apart, fed to lions? 
  



One description I read summarized this rejection and persecution by Israel…(Holman Bible 
Commentary): 
 
“They had: (1) neglected their God-given trust (Matthew 21:28-32); (2) tried to commandeer the 
kingdom for their own ends, persecuting and killing God’s messengers the prophets, and even his Son 
(Matthew 21:33-46); and (3) thrown away the honor and privilege of a covenant relationship with God, 
thereby dishonoring the Almighty and the Son.” 
 
While we are on this thought, have we: Neglected our God given trust? Tried to commandeer the 
kingdom for our own ends? Persecuted or killed God’s messengers…. (Equivalent = destroyed ministries, 
ran them out of town, or destroyed their lives)? Thrown away the honor and privilege of a covenant 
relationship with God, dishonoring the Almighty and the Son? 
 
B.  RESULTS - 
 
1.  Spiritual Blindness, Hypocrisy, Deliberate Disobedience of leaders that led Israel away from 
God.  
 
2.  Many people ignored the invitation.  
 
a)  Can you imagine if the leaders would have believed and proclaimed the Truth?  
 
3.  Time ran out!  
 
4.  Judgement - What did the King do in response to the way they treated his servants? 
 
a)  Anger 
 
b)  Army sent and destroyed them.  
 
5.  New people invited. 
 
C. LESSON - 
 
1.  National Emphasis (1st Part) Leaders refused Jesus’ teaching. They did not repent and instead 
lead their people further down the wrong path.  
 
2.  Personal Responsibility! (2nd Part- Garment) 
  
a)  It starts with you. It starts with me!  
 
(1)  In the parable the clothing is provided by the host. 
 
(2)  Salvation- Clothed with Christ’s righteousness. 



 
Matthew 7:21-23 {7:21} Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {7:22} Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? {7:23} And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
John 11:44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 
 
(3)  Baptism- Public Profession 
 
(4)  Service-  
 
(5)  Evangelism-  
 
3. Just like God continuing to invite Israel, God is still inviting you. Remember, Time is running out!   
 
There are two ways this goes down…. 
 
a)  Either you will die and be held accountable for your choice to accept or reject Christ. Or, 
 
b)  Jesus will return and then you will also be held accountable.  
 
4.  Time will eventually expire, and it will be too late. The doors will shut, and you will not be 
permitted to enter. (Because you made your choice.) 
 
II THE PARABLE OF THE GREAT BANQUET (Luke 14:15-24) 
 
Let’s Read the 2nd parable. 
 
Luke 14:15-24 {14:15} And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto 
him, Blessed [is] he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. {14:16} Then said he unto him, A certain 
man made a great supper, and bade many: {14:17} And sent his servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. {14:18} And they all with one [consent] began to 
make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I 
pray thee have me excused. {14:19} And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them: I pray thee have me excused. {14:20} And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. {14:21} So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the 
house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. {14:22} And the servant said, Lord, it is 
done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. {14:23} And the lord said unto the servant, Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel [them] to come in, that my house may be filled. {14:24} 
For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. 



 
Allegory- a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral 
or political one. 
 
Metaphor- a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is 
not literally applicable. A thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something else, especially 
something abstract. 
 
A.  FOCUS - DEALING WITH ISRAEL'S FALSE CONFIDENCE 
 
1.  CONFIDENCE BASED ON IDENTITY 
 
a)  False Security (v. 15)  
 
b)  I read that the Jewish people pictured their future kingdom as a great feast with Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and the prophets as the honored guests. This anonymous guest was confident that he 
would one day be at the “kingdom feast” with them! 
  
c)  Salvation is totally based on trust in Jesus Christ as Savior.  
 
d)  John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 
 
e)  Romans 10:9-10 {10:9} That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. {10:10} For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 
2.  DELAY - THEY CHOSE OTHER THINGS TO ATTEND TO. 
  
a)  In this day and time people were told what day that a banquet would be, but the actual time 
would be announced later. 
 
b)  They gave excuses, but when it comes down to it, they were not ready. 
 
c)  Excuses: 
  
(1)  Bought land…hadn’t looked at it? 
 
(2)  Bought Oxen…hadn’t proved them? 
 
(3)  Married a wife…he would have known he was getting married and shouldn’t have accepted the 
invitation to begin with. 
  
3.  EXCUSES, THE REALITY IS THEY SETTLED FOR SECOND BEST. 



 
a)  Nothing wrong with having or being responsible for other things.  
 
b)  Having or being responsible for things is wrong when you miss God’s best! 
 
B.  RESULTS -  
 
1.  Others invited to the feast.  
 
a)  Samaritans- vs. 21 
 
b)  Gentiles- vs. 22-23 
 
2.  Door shut, and they can not attend the banquet. (vs. 24) 
 
C.  LESSON - 
  
1.  It doesn’t matter who you are or who you are related to.  
 
2.  Lip service, saying one thing and not really meaning it. Will not get you anywhere. This isn’t true 
commitment.  
 
3.  Accept God’s invitation while there is time! 
  
4.  Pick God’s best. Don’t settle for good, go for great!  
 
Bottom Line: Invitations are given. Have you accepted? What excuses are you giving? What’s holding 
you back? Why are you unprepared? 



PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 
Pastor Bill Morlan; May 22, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 
 
This parable is a Simile. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 {25:14} For [the kingdom of heaven is] as a man travelling into a far country, [who] 
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. {25:15} And unto one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took 
his journey. {25:16} Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and 
made [them] other five talents. {25:17} And likewise he that [had received] two, he also gained other 
two. {25:18} But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 
{25:19} After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. {25:20} And so he 
that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto 
me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. {25:21} His lord said unto him, Well 
done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {25:22} He also that had received two talents came 
and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside 
them. {25:23} His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {25:24} Then he 
which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: {25:25} And I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, [there] thou hast [that is] thine. {25:26} His lord answered and 
said unto him, [Thou] wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and 
gather where I have not strawed: {25:27} Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and [then] at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. {25:28} Take 
therefore the talent from him, and give [it] unto him which hath ten talents. {25:29} For unto every one 
that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath. {25:30} And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
To understand the parable, we must understand the audience. 
 
AUDIENCE - THE DISCIPLES (Matthew 24:1) 
 
Matthew 24:1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to [him] for to 
shew him the buildings of the temple. 
 
Jesus is answering their question from Matthew 24:3. 
 
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, 
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? 
 



This parable is paired with the parable of the Ten Virgins, who made the mistake of not having enough 
oil when the bridegroom arrives. It is also preceded by a story about a servant not using his position well 
while the master is away. All three are about being given something which must be used well and the 
consequences of neglecting or abusing it. 
 
THEME - TO USE WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU FOR HIS GLORY AND WARNING ABOUT END TIMES. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
 
Whatever you do, do for the glory of God. 
 
The direct cautions or warnings: 
 
Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
 
Matthew 24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 
 
Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. 
 
This parable is about doing what God has given you. 
 
Jesus is coming back. We are accountable. You can't say you have not been told. You have been warned 
and you know what is expected of you. 
 
TALENT - WAS A UNIT OF WEIGHT OF APPROXIMATELY 80 POUNDS. 
 
As currency, a talent was worth about 6,000 denarii. A denarius was the usual payment for a day's labor. 
At one denarius per day, a single talent was therefore worth 20 years labor (assuming a 6-day work 
week). The average American income in 2021 was $45,760. So, 1 talent equals $915,200 / 2 talents 
equals $1,830,400, and 5 talents equals $4,576,000. 
 
These people were given a lot of money to manage. 
 
THE MAN TRAVELING - JESUS. 
 
FAR COUNTRY - JESUS GOING TO HEAVEN. 
 
SERVANTS GIVEN 5 AND 2 TALENTS - BELIEVERS. 
 
SERVANT GIVEN 1 TALENT - FALSE BELIEVER. 
 
TALENTS - GIFTS/POSSESSIONS GIVEN BY GOD FOR HIS GLORY. 
 



It took me time to learn that everything I own belongs to God. He has given it to me for His glory. I'm not 
to be stingy with it. 
 
According to the abilities of each man, they were given talents. 
 
Ref: vs. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
 
We must stop being jealous over what other people can do because God has gifted us differently. 
 
Ref: vs. 18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 
 
The one servant went and hid his. 
 
Isn't it amazing how people hide their gifts and abilities because they don't want people to know 
because they might ask them to use it? 
 
Who are we robbing if we hide our talent? We are robbing God of His glory. 
 
Ref: vs. 20-23 {25:20} And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, 
saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 
{25:21} His lord said unto him, Well done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {25:22} He also 
that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have 
gained two other talents beside them. {25:23} His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord. 
 
The 1st and 2nd servant explain that they each put their talents to work and have doubled the value of 
the property with which they were entrusted. These servants were rewarded. Notice they both got the 
same reward even though they were given different amounts. 
 
Bill's theory - The first two servants wanted to please the Lord. 
 
But the 3rd servant hid the money.  
 
Ref: vs. 24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an 
hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 
 
His characterization of the master as a cruel and ruthless opportunist shows that this man had no true 
knowledge of the master. He was afraid. He described his Lord as hard and harsh. 
 
Ref: vs. 26 His lord answered and said unto him, [Thou] wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I 
reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 
 



The master uses the servant's own words to condemn him. 
 
Ref: vs. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that 
hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 
 
A person must use what God has given them or else lose it. 
 
Hebrews 5:11-12 {5:11} Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull 
of hearing. {5:12} For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 
which [be] the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not 
of strong meat. 
 
Ref: vs. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
 
The false believer will be cast into outer darkness. 
 
God's Word is the instruction manual for life. 
 
As a culture, a lot of churches are accepting things they shouldn't. 
 
Traditionally, the parable has been seen as an exhortation to Jesus' disciples to use their God-given gifts 
in the service of God, and to take risks for the sake of the Kingdom. We have the responsibility to use 
what God has given to us to bring Him glory and honor. 
 
The first two servants are able to see the Master in a positive perception, as understanding, generous, 
and kind, while the third servant sees the Master as harsh, demanding, and critical. 
 
Sadly, a lot of people see God this way. 
 
Some take this view because they only know what we stand against instead of what we stand for. 
 
The 3rd servant was lazy. He buried it and walked away. 
 
Jesus keeps no servants to be idle; they have received their all from Him and have nothing they can call 
their own but their sin. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15 {3:12} Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; {3:13} Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. {3:14} If any 
man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. {3:15} If any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
 
You're not going to lose your salvation because you are not doing anything, you just are not going to be 
rewarded. 



 
Those who think it impossible to please God, and in vain to serve Him, will do nothing. They complain 
that He requires of them more than they are capable of and punishes them for what they cannot help. 
The fact is they dislike the character and work of the Lord. 
 
Too many people are living their life too safe. I've learned more from my failures. 
 
5 LESSONS FOR TODAY 
 
1. BIBLICAL SUCCESS IS A PRODUCT OF WORK. 
 
In the book of Genesis, we see that God placed Adam in the garden to work it and take care of it. We 
were made to work. As Christians we have a mission that our Lord expects us to accomplish in the here 
and now.  
 
We are to work, using our talents to glorify God, serve the common good and further God's Kingdom.  
 
Biblical success is working diligently in the here and now using all the talent God has given us to produce 
the return expected by the Master. 
 
What has God put you in the here and now for? 
 
If you can't physically work, you can pray and support. 
 
2. GOD ALWAYS GIVES US EVERYTHING WE NEED TO DO WHAT HE HAS CALLED US TO DO. 
 
Jesus expects us to do more than to passively preserve what has been entrusted to us. 
 
God expects us to generate a return by using our talents towards productive ends. 
 
The servants (and us) were given enough to produce more - it is the same with the gifts God has given 
us. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
We seldom associate this verse with our work, but we should. 
 
God has already prepared you. God has given you everything you need to be successful. 
 
3. WE ARE NOT ALL THE SAME. 
 
Ref: vs. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
 



The most overlooked part of this parable is in verse 15. The Master gives to each servant - according to 
their ability. The Master knew that the 1-talent servant was not capable of producing as much as the 5-
talent servant. 
 
Even though we're not the same regarding the talents we are given, there is equality found in this 
parable. 
 
It comes from the fact that it takes just as much work for the 5-talent servant to produce 5 more talents 
as it does the 2-talent servant to produce 2 more talents.  
 
This is why the reward given by the Master is the same. 
 
4. THAT WE WORK FOR THE MASTER, NOT OUR OWN SELFISH PURPOSES. 
 
The money that is given to the servants is not their own. The money they earn with the capital is not 
theirs to keep. The servants are only stewards of the Master's investment and it is the quality of their 
stewardship that the Master seeks to measure. 
 
We should maximize the use of our talents not for our own selfish purposes, but to honor God. We 
should feel satisfaction and joy from doing our best with what God has given us in the place where He 
has put us, seeking to succeed in order to honor Him. 
 
How can I use what I have (gifts and possessions) for God's glory? 
 
5. THAT WE WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE. 
 
This parable is not about salvation or works of righteousness, but about how we use our work to fulfill 
our earthly calling. 
 
It's about whole life stewardship. 
 
The unfaithful servant in this parable didn't so much waste the Master's money, he wasted an 
opportunity. 
 
We are responsible for what we do for God with what we have been given, and one day we will be held 
responsible. 
 
What we hear from the Master on that day is up to us. 
 
This parable is about using or not using what God has given you. 
 
Two servants were playing to win, and one was playing not to lose. 



PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; June 5, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Quote: It is shocking to reflect that a change in the weather has more effect on some men’s lives than 
the dread alternative of heaven or hell. - C. H. Spurgeon 
 
Quote: We will go past the judgement seat of Christ in single file. - John Blanchard 
 
Quote: We must fall into the arms of Christ or into the flames of hell. - John Mason 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 {25:31} When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: {25:32} And before him shall be gathered all nations: 
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats: {25:33} 
And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. {25:34} Then shall the King say 
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world: {25:35} For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: {25:36} Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. {25:37} Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed [thee?] or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink? {25:38} When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took [thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee?] {25:39} Or when saw we thee 
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? {25:40} And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] 
unto me. {25:41} Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: {25:42} For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: {25:43} I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and 
ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. {25:44} Then shall they also answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto thee? {25:45} Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did [it] not to one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me. {25:46} And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 
 
Tonight, is a really big bite to take…. CONTEXT!!!  
 
Matthew chapters 24 and 25 toward the end of the book of Matthew.  
 
Where we have come from in this study: 
 
So far all but two of our parables have included an account in Matthew. 
  
The Seed Springing Up was only in Mark and the last time that I taught on a parable it was the Marriage 
Feast that really had two different parables lumped together, but one in Matthew and the other was in 
Luke are different parables.  



 
14 of the 16 parables (15 sermons) that we have covered have accounts in Matthew.  
 
12 of our 16 have only been recorded in Matthew so far. 
 
This parable about the Sheep and the Goats is also the last recorded parable in Matthew, because in 
Matthew 26 the Plot to Kill Jesus is revealed and we see Jesus teaching the Last Supper, as well as the 
events leading up to his substitutional death on the cross, his burial, and bodily resurrection. Matthew 
concludes with the Great Commission. 
 
The remaining parables on our list come from Luke. 
 
Up to this point we have been taught many things in Matthew as the parables have been woven into the 
life of Jesus with the disciples. 
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like… 
The Master of a house…went away… 
Jesus challenges the Scribes and Pharisees calling them out…. 
Jesus then Laments over Jerusalem and the impending judgement and destruction… 
Destruction of the Temple, Tribulation, 
  
Olivet Discourse: 
  
Here in the Olivet Discourse Jesus is privately teaching His disciples about His second coming.  
 
Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, 
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? 
 
This parable has some important content to consider. 
 
Eschatology- This is the part I have struggled with.  
 
Eschatology is the study of “the last things,” or future events. 
  
The parable is simple enough to teach. Yet there is an element of the future that we can consider 
leading up to this parable. I realized early on in studying for this that I would need to back-up in 
Matthew and read chapter 24. 
 
Jesus was teaching His disciples privately as we already noted tonight.  (Matthew 24:3) 
 
Chapter 24 goes over several topics about Israel, Jerusalem, and the Temple. 
 



Concerning the Temple, Jesus said in vs. 2 no stone would be left upon another, that it would be thrown 
down. 
 
Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall 
not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 
  
Signs of the End of the Age in (vs. 4-14) Anti-Christ’s, famines, earthquakes, wars … these are only the 
beginning. 
 
Matthew 24:4-14 {24:4} And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 
{24:5} For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. {24:6} And ye shall 
hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet. {24:7} For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. {24:8} All these [are] the 
beginning of sorrows. {24:9} Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall 
be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. {24:10} And then shall many be offended, and shall betray 
one another, and shall hate one another. {24:11} And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
many. {24:12} And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. {24:13} But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. {24:14} And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
 
The Abomination of Desolation in verses 15-28 
 
Matthew 24:15-28 {24:15} When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) {24:16} Then let them 
which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: {24:17} Let him which is on the housetop not come down to 
take any thing out of his house: {24:18} Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his 
clothes. {24:19} And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
{24:20} But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: {24:21} For then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be. {24:22} And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. {24:23} Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here [is] 
Christ, or there; believe [it] not. {24:24} For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
{24:25} Behold, I have told you before. {24:26} Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, [he is] in 
the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe [it] not. {24:27} For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. {24:28} For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 
 
The Coming of the Son of Man vs. 29-31 
 
Matthew 24:29-31 {24:29} Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: {24:30} And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then 



shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. {24:31} And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
The Lesson from the Fig Tree vs. 32-35 
 
Matthew 24:32-35 {24:32} Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and 
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: {24:33} So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, [even] at the doors. {24:34} Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be fulfilled. {24:35} Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away. 
 
- The budding of the Fig Tree lets us know that Summer is near.  
- The beginning of these signs indicates that the Lord’s coming is near.  
- My favorite line that I read about this states: 
 
Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
  
Jesus can come for His church at any time. 
 
No One Knows the Day and Hour vs. 36-51 
 
Matthew 24:36-51 {24:36} But of that day and hour knoweth no [man,] no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only. {24:37} But as the days of Noe [were,] so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
{24:38} For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, {24:39} And knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. {24:40} Then shall two be in the field; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. {24:41} Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. {24:42} Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. {24:43} But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. {24:44} 
Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. {24:45} Who 
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them 
meat in due season? {24:46} Blessed [is] that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing. {24:47} Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. {24:48} But and if 
that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; {24:49} And shall begin to smite [his] 
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; {24:50} The lord of that servant shall come in a 
day when he looketh not for [him,] and in an hour that he is not aware of, {24:51} And shall cut him 
asunder, and appoint [him] his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
 
- We can look for the signs or we can get busy preparing as many people as possible for the future 
events. 



  
This was all tucked in between the Wedding Feast Parable and the Ten Virgins/Talents Parables. 
 
Tonight’s Parable closes out this section that includes all of this talk about Tribulation. It marks the end 
of the tribulation period and the judgement that takes place. 
  
For those who endured the Tribulation there is judgement.  
 
1. JESUS CHRIST WILL JUDGE THE GENTILE NATIONS.  
 
A. THREE GROUPS TO SEE: 
 
1.  SHEEP - BELIEVING GENTILES (vs. 34-36) 
 
Matthew 25:34-36 {25:34} Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: {25:35} For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
{25:36} Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
 
a)  On the right… shows favor.  
b)  Surprised at what they are hearing.  
c)  They didn’t remember seeing Jesus and ministering to His needs.  
d)  Motives was not reward, but sacrificial love.  
e)  Took their own lives into their hands when they welcomed homeless Jews and cared for them. 
 
2.  GOATS - UNBELIEVING GENTILES (vs. 41-46) 
 
Matthew 25:41-46 {25:41} Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: {25:42} For I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: {25:43} I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: 
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. {25:44} Then shall they also 
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in 
prison, and did not minister unto thee? {25:45} Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did [it] not to one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me. {25:46} And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 
 
a)  On the left…not favored position.  
b)  Individuals that did not trust Jesus Christ. 
c)  No faith is evidenced by not caring for brothers.  
d)  Apparently received mark of the beast.  
e)  Took care of themselves and their own.  
f)  No time for Jewish remnant that was suffering on earth.  
g)  Sins of omission as well as sins of commission.  
h)  Not doing good is the moral equivalent of doing evil. 



 
3.  BROTHERS - BELIEVING JEWS (vs. 38-40) 
 
Matthew 25:38-40 {25:38} When saw we thee a stranger, and took [thee] in? or naked, and clothed 
[thee?] {25:39} Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? {25:40} And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me. 
 
a)  Believing Jews from the tribulation period.  
b)  They will hear the message of the 144,000 and trust Jesus Christ.  
c)  They refuse the “mark of the beast” (Rev. 13:16-17)  
d)  They will be unable to buy or sell.  
e)  Through the loving care of the Gentiles who have trusted Christ and who care for His brothers. 
 
B.  THE NATIONS WILL BE JUDGED BASED ON THEIR FAITH. 
 
C.  INDIVIDUAL JUDGMENT.  
 
 
2.  TWO JUDICIAL SENTENCES WITH TWO ETERNAL DESTINIES:  
 
A. SHEEP - ETERNAL LIFE FOR THOSE WHO TRUST HIM. 
 
•  Blessed of the Father (Right hand) 
•  Inherit the kingdom. 
•  Inheritance based on birth. (Born again through faith.)  
• The kingdom was prepared for these saved individuals. 
  
B. GOATS - EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT FOR REJECTING JESUS CHRIST. 
 
•  Interesting points made about the goats: 
a) That they were not cursed by God.  
b) That hell was not being prepared for them.  
c) That hell was made for Satan and his fallen angels. 
d) Simply put, his followers end-up there with him.  
•  In a place they were never meant to go!  
e) Hell, punishment is permanent, everlasting, forever… 
•   Two eternal destinies:  
- Everlasting punishment for rejecting Jesus Christ. (Hell) 
- Eternal life for those who trust Him. (Heaven) 
 
3.  ERROR TO AVOID: 
 
A.  DO NOT ALLOW THIS PARABLE TO TEACH THAT SALVATION IS THROUGH WORKS. 



 
• This parable was not to teach about salvation.  
•  It is about the coming judgement. 
  
B.  SALVATION CANNOT BE EARNED. 
  
•  The works done in today’s parable reveal the individuals are motivated by faith.  
•  They didn’t see God/Jesus in those whom they helped.  
•  Nor did those with lack of faith.  
•  However, those with faith living according to their faith, ministered to needs around them. 
 
C.  SALVATION IS BY FAITH. 
 
• Old Testament-  
 
Hebrews 11:1-40 {11:1} Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
{11:2} For by it the elders obtained a good report. {11:3} Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear. {11:4} By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. {11:5} By 
faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had 
translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. {11:6} But without 
faith [it is] impossible to please [him:] for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. {11:7} By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned 
the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. {11:8} By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went. {11:9} By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as [in] a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: {11:10} 
For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker [is] God. {11:11} Through faith 
also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past 
age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. {11:12} Therefore sprang there even of one, 
and him as good as dead, [so many] as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the 
sea shore innumerable. {11:13} These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of [them,] and embraced [them,] and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. {11:14} For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a 
country. {11:15} And truly, if they had been mindful of that [country] from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have returned. {11:16} But now they desire a better [country,] that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 
{11:17} By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten [son,]{11:18} Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 
{11:19} Accounting that God [was] able to raise [him] up, even from the dead; from whence also he 
received him in a figure. {11:20} By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
{11:21} By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, [leaning] 



upon the top of his staff. {11:22} By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the 
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones. {11:23} By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw [he was] a proper child; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s commandment. {11:24} By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; {11:25} Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; {11:26} Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. {11:27} By faith he 
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. {11:28} 
Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn 
should touch them. {11:29} By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry [land:] which the 
Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. {11:30} By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were 
compassed about seven days. {11:31} By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed 
not, when she had received the spies with peace. {11:32} And what shall I more say? For the time would 
fail me to tell of Gedeon, and [of] Barak, and [of] Samson, and [of] Jephthae; [of] David also, and 
Samuel, and [of] the prophets: {11:33} Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, {11:34} Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. {11:35} Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: {11:36} And others had trial of 
[cruel] mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: {11:37} They were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; {11:38} (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and [in] mountains, and [in] dens and caves of the earth. {11:39} And these all, 
having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: {11:40} God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. 
 
• New Testament -  
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 {2:8} For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift 
of God: {2:9} Not of works, lest any man should boast. {2:10} For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 



PARABLE OF THE TWO DEBTORS 
Pastor Bill Morlan; July 10, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 7:36-50 
 
Luke 7:36-50 {7:36} And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into 
the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. {7:37} And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a 
sinner, when she knew that [Jesus] sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of 
ointment, {7:38} And stood at his feet behind [him] weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and 
did wipe [them] with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the ointment. 
{7:39} Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw [it,] he spake within himself, saying, This man, 
if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman [this is] that toucheth him: 
for she is a sinner. {7:40} And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. 
And he saith, Master, say on. {7:41} There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed 
five hundred pence, and the other fifty. {7:42} And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? {7:43} Simon answered and said, I 
suppose that [he,] to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. {7:44} And 
he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped [them] with the 
hairs of her head. {7:45} Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not 
ceased to kiss my feet. {7:46} My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my 
feet with ointment. {7:47} Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, [the same] loveth little. {7:48} And he said unto her, Thy sins 
are forgiven. {7:49} And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also? {7:50} And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 
 
This parable is similar in many ways to the other parable of the feet washing in Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 
14:3-9 and John 12:1-11. But this parable is a different incident. The other incident took place in 
Bethany near Jerusalem during the Passover week by Mary the sister of Lazarus. But this incident takes 
place in Galilee and involves a woman who was a sinner. 
 
In Jesus' day when you were invited to a dinner such as this it was usually in an open courtyard or in the 
courtyard of the house. And the doors were open, and the intellectual people would sit at the table. 
Everyone else would stand around and listen - the commoners. 
 
Ladies could serve but they could not be a part of the dinner. 
 
In this parable Jesus is not speaking against the Pharisees. He is rather attempting to teach Simon to see 
the woman as He sees her. 
 
You must remember this; this parable is in response to an unspoken question in verse 39. Simon never 
speaks the question. If you ever wanted a verse to know how Jesus knows your thoughts, it's Luke 7:39. 
Jesus is answering this unspoken question with a parable.  
 



THE AUDIENCE: THE PEOPLE OF SIMON'S HOUSE 
 
THE CHARACTERS: 
 
SIMON THE PHARISEE (Some commentaries say this is Simon the Leper but it is not. This is Simon the 
Pharisee.) 
 
SINFUL WOMAN (We don't know her name.) 
 
JESUS 
 
THE CROWD 
 
We are going to look at the verses and then look at how that applies to us today. 
 
{7:36} And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat down to meat. 
 
Jesus was invited to a dinner. Most of you have not been put in this situation, but as Pastors we have 
been invited to something because they are intending to put you on the spot. They invite you because 
they are trying to trip you up. That happens in our day too. 
 
Simon didn't invite Jesus to dinner because he was supporting Jesus. He invited Jesus to dinner to put 
Him on the spot, to trip Him up. What the unsaved world likes is to trip up a Christian. If they can get 
you to act a certain way or react a certain way, they see it as a victory. 
 
The motive was probably to trap Jesus or to accuse Him. 
 
{7:37} And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that [Jesus] sat at meat in 
the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
 
Women were not supposed to be at the dinner. The verb applied in this instance implies she was an 
active sinner. 
 
We are all sinners saved by the grace of God, redeemed by Jesus Christ. The verb implies she was an 
active sinner - sinning with regularity. She has a bad reputation. 
 
But we must understand, something not included in the scripture happened in her life. As we will see 
later, she was probably a prostitute.  
 
She entered this room with religious leaders. She put herself on the spot in front of them. She walked 
into the crowd and got to Jesus. 
 



We all think we have courage but think about what happened. Something happened in this woman's life 
to give her that kind of confidence. She met someone that changed her life. 
 
When Jesus Christ changes a life, it is changed radically. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
When she entered the house, she brought with her the alabaster jar of perfume. 
 
From what I have studied, the alabaster jar is made of a soft stone and was to preserve the quality of a 
precious and expensive perfume. In other references when it speaks of an alabaster jar of perfume it 
was usually worth a year’s wages. So, this is not cheap. 
 
We don't know what happened, but something happened beyond the scope of this story, something or 
someone changed her life because she walked into that crowd to do what she did. 
 
THREE RITUALS WERE COMMON WHEN MEETING AT SOMEONE'S HOUSE: 
 
A. KISS OF GREETING. 
 
B. WASHING OF FEET. (Their feet were dirty. They wore sandals and walked everywhere they went.) 
 
C. ANNOINTING WITH OIL. 
 
But Simon had invited Jesus to this dinner and did none of these things. In that day he offended Jesus in 
front of the group by not doing this. The Pharisee did not invite Jesus because he was a supporter. 
 
{7:38} And stood at his feet behind [him] weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe 
[them] with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the ointment. 
 
When they "sat at the table" they were basically sitting reclined on pillows on the ground. Think of the 
work it took to get to His feet. They were all sitting together. 
 
Something happened in her life that she was willing to risk everything to go to Jesus. 
 
She washed his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. This is where most 
theologians get that she was a prostitute. In that day women wore their hair up, only the prostitutes 
wore their hair down. 
 
{7:39} Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw [it,] he spake within himself, saying, This man, 
if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman [this is] that toucheth him: 
for she is a sinner. 
 



That is the unspoken question. He never said that verbally. 
 
In Jesus' day, if that woman entered the house, it made one ritually unclean; they had broken their 
purity vow because she was a sinful woman and she was touching Jesus. Now in their eyes Jesus was 
unclean because this woman who was a prostitute had touched Him. 
 
{7:40} And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, 
Master, say on. 
 
Jesus was great at answering a question with a question. 
 
In my mind I can just see Simon's cockiness. 
 
{7:41} There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. 
 
500 denarii = 1 1/2 years wages 
50 denarii = 1 1/2 month wages 
1 denarii = 1 days wages 
 
In Biblical times they worked a 6-day work week. 
 
{7:42} And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love him most? 
 
Jesus is using this parable to teach this Pharisee a lesson. No one else in the crowd knew that this was a 
lesson because he was responding to Simon's unspoken thought in verse 39. This was personal. 
 
{7:43} Simon answered and said, I suppose that [he,] to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast rightly judged. 
 
The lesson we are going to learn is that we learn to love when we understand how much we have been 
forgiven. 
 
Jesus' point is the amount of love showered upon the Savior is in direct proportion to the amount of the 
sins forgiven. 
 
When we can start to grasp what God has done for us, what sins have been forgiven and our lives have 
been redeemed by Christ, then we learn how to love. Because the person who thinks they have not 
been forgiven much will not love much. 
 
If we consciously think about what Jesus has done for us, it should change the way we love. 
 
Jesus tells Simon he got the answer right. Simon was probably feeling pretty good about himself. 



 
Now this is the part that I can only imagine in my mind: 
 
{7:44} And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped [them] 
with the hairs of her head. 
 
In my mind, he is looking at the woman but let's Simon know that He is talking to Him. Can you imagine 
what that woman saw in the eyes of Christ? He was looking at her but was talking to Simon. In my mind 
all you see in His eyes is love being expressed toward her. 
 
{7:45} Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 
{7:46} My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.  
 
This woman is supposed to be a sinner, but she has acted more graciously than Simon the "religious" 
man. 
 
I think sometimes as Christians; and we don't do it intentionally, but sometimes in our lives the lost 
world acts more like Christ than we do. They show more compassion than what we do.  
 
Truth and grace must go together. Sometimes we harden ourselves. We think we know the answers but 
when the opportunity is put in front of us how do we react to it. 
 
Jesus contrasted the actions of the woman with the actions of the Pharisee, implying the woman knew 
more about forgiveness than the Pharisee did. 
 
Everyone knew to do these things; give a greeting kiss, wash the feet, and anoint the head with oil. It 
wasn't like it slipped his mind. All the time, He is looking at this woman. In my mind their eyes are locked 
this entire conversation. Jesus' compassion was flowing through Him. 
 
Even though his voice is directed at Simon, His love is focused on this woman. 
 
{7:47} Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, [the same] loveth little.  
 
This is not to suggest that her salvation came from what she did because in verse 50 Jesus said her faith 
had saved her. 
 
James 2:20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 
 
The question Jesus is asking Simon is this, "Simon can you see what Jesus is? You see a forgiven woman 
who shows great love. If you can see her this way, then you may perceive Christ correctly. Not only as a 
prophet, but an agent of God's forgiving love. Simon, do you see what I see?" 
 



Sometimes we harden our eyes. Do we see what Jesus sees? 
 
By responding to Simon's unspoken thought, Jesus is demonstrating the prophetic abilities  
which the Pharisees are doubting. 
 
While the parable invites them to reconsider the meaning of this woman's actions; not the repayment of 
a debt, but an expression of love that flows from the freedom of having debts cancelled. 
 
Aren't you glad Christ forgave your sins! Aren't you glad that Jesus paid the price you could not pay! 
Aren't you glad that you have been set free!  
 
When we realize our debt has been paid in full how will we love? 
 
{7:48} And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.  
 
And the response from the typical crowd: 
 
{7:49} And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins 
also?  
 
You can tell in verse 49 there were people in the group doubting Jesus. No one knew that He had read 
Simon's thoughts.  
 
{7:50} And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 
 
Not because of the love or works, but because of her faith. Everything else poured out of the faith. 
Because her faith saved her, she did works of righteousness. 
 
If you want to know more about this read James chapter 2. 
 
If you are a Christian God expects something of you. We all have a calling. 
 
LESSONS FOR TODAY: 
 
1. NEVER JUDGE A BOOK BY IT'S COVER. 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his 
stature; because I have refused him: for [the LORD seeth] not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 
 
We get so caught up with how people look. The Pharisee didn't see a redeemed woman, he saw an 
unclean woman. But she was pure because Jesus had saved her. 
 



When we start looking at people and treating people the way that Jesus wants us to, we can get rid of 
the hate that is in the world. 
 
2. MUCH GIVEN, MUCH REQUIRED. 
 
Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
[stripes.] For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the more. 
 
I have been privileged to go on mission trips to other countries. Every place I have been we have more 
than them. 
 
We have been blessed in this country. Jesus has every right to ask more of you. 
 
3. LOVE OTHERS AS MUCH AS JESUS LOVES YOU. 
 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. 
 
John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 
Jesus died for everybody; even the ones that didn't like Him. 
 
If we can learn to love as Jesus loved us and understand how much we have been forgiven. This is what 
Jesus was trying to teach the Pharisee; where you see sin, I see redemption. 



PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; July 17, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 
 

Quote: If my heart is right with God, every human being is my neighbor. - Oswald Chambers 
 
Quote: If you want your neighbor to know what Christ will do for him, let your neighbor see what Christ 
has done for you. - Henry Ward Beecher 
 
Luke 10:25-37 {10:25} And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? {10:26} He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 
{10:27} And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. {10:28} And he said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. {10:29} But he, willing to justify himself, said 
unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? {10:30} And Jesus answering said, A certain [man] went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
[him,] and departed, leaving [him] half dead. {10:31} And by chance there came down a certain priest 
that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. {10:32} And likewise a Levite, when he 
was at the place, came and looked [on him,] and passed by on the other side. {10:33} But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion [on him,] 
{10:34} And went to [him,] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. {10:35} And on the morrow when he departed, 
he took out two pence, and gave [them] to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. {10:36} Which now of these 
three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? {10:37} And he said, He that 
shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 
 
This parable is another that is only located in the Gospel of Luke. 
  
It is the source of a lot of motivation for people to do good deeds for others.  
 
I believe there is a good Samaritan Law… rendering aid. 
  
Regarding: “Aid to victim of accident and victim of crime; immunity from civil liability.” 
“No person, including a person licensed to practice medicine or dentistry, who in good faith renders 
emergency care at the scene of an accident or to a victim at the scene of a crime, without remuneration, 
shall be liable for any civil damages as the result of any act or omission in rendering such emergency 
care.” WV Code § 55-7-15 
 
Samaritan’s Purse- an organization that means a lot to the people here at GBC.  
 
Also, there have been some who have taught that the Samaritan = Christ, and the inn = church, but 
these teachings need to be rejected. 



 
This is an important parable that should not be allegorized. 
 
It has an important context- 
 
To answer two questions:  
 
1. What shall I do to inherit eternal life? (vs. 25) 
 
2. Who is my neighbor? (vs. 29) 
 
And to provide the application: (vs. 36-37) 
  
To have mercy on those you come in contact with! 
  
These are really good questions when you think about it.  
 
After all, how many people do you think would truly consider this question in life? 
  
It’s a serious question to ask, and most would want to know the true answer! 
  
Some will see the value in investing in the answer. Some (like what the children studied this morning) 
with the Rich Young Ruler will leave heartbroken because they love what they think they have more 
than God’s solution.  
 
Today, we have a lawyer or scribe testing Jesus with a question. 
  
There were a few different thoughts about whether it was malicious or not, but the fact remains that it 
was a question that Jesus deemed important enough to discuss and teach about.  
 
1. THE WORD (Luke 10:26-27)  
 
{10:26} He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? {10:27} And he answering said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. 
 
Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD. 
 



Romans 13:9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if [there be] any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
Scripture was quoted!  
 
A. LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART. (Emotions) 
 
B. LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR SOUL. (Spiritual Being) 
  
C. LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH. (Physical Being)  
 
D. LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR MIND. (Mental Life)  
 
This translates into total faith in God, which leads to that faith being active!  
 
This kind of love cannot be half-hearted!  
 
It must be all-encompassing!  
 
Love must control the whole person!  
 
To which Jesus affirmed the answer. And told him to “do this, and you will live.”  
 
However, this lawyer wanted to take this a step further… 
 
A second question was then asked, "Well, who is my neighbor then?" 
 
Interestingly enough, this question could be seen as him asking Jesus “How far does my love have to 
extend?" 
 
Jewish teachers usually used “neighbor” to mean “fellow Israelite.”  
 
You can read that in Leviticus 19:18 that says, "Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD." 
 
However, read a little further in Leviticus 19:34 that says: 
 
Leviticus 19:34 [But] the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and 
thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I [am] the LORD your God. 
 
I've read that “Jewish legal interpretation sought to govern every situation and every relationship: 
Jew/Gentile; Jew/Roman; man/woman; free man/slave; priest/laity; clean/unclean; righteous/sinner. 



Every relationship was clearly defined, and the definitions determined how and when a person could 
participate in Jewish worship. This question was vital to Jewish identity.” 
 
It seems that this lawyer was looking for another rule. 
 
To this question Jesus answered with a parable.  
 
Parable- a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels. 
 
2. THE EXAMPLE. (Luke 10:29-35) 
 
{10:29} But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? {10:30} And Jesus 
answering said, A certain [man] went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded [him,] and departed, leaving [him] half dead. {10:31} And by 
chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. {10:32} And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked [on him,] and passed by 
on the other side. {10:33} But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he 
saw him, he had compassion [on him,] {10:34} And went to [him,] and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. {10:35} And 
on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave [them] to the host, and said unto 
him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 
 
A. A JEWISH PRIEST. 
 
B. A LEVITE. 
 
C. A SAMARITAN. 
 
It is interesting to note that these 17 miles or so journey is being made from the Temple in Jerusalem to 
Jericho. This location was also very isolated, steep, and a perfect place for robbers to ambush their 
victims. The text mentions going “down” means that they had left Jerusalem and were on their way to 
Jericho. This also indicates that they were finished serving at the temple and were on their way home or 
other location. It was common for those serving in the temple to travel in groups when going to the 
Temple, but like these two on their way back from serving would more likely be traveling alone than if 
“going up” to Jerusalem. 
 
The point probably was being made to take away all excuses for these men not to show mercy and help 
the man who was injured in this attack. Even though to touch a dead body would defile both the Priest 
and the Levite and prevent them from fulfilling their duties. 
 
Again, please note/remember that they had already fulfilled their duties at the temple. There really was 
not an excuse. They no longer had to be worried about being able to perform their duties.  
 
Besides one source stated, “Rabbinic law expected him to bury any corpse the priest discovered.” 



  
They should have chosen the rule of mercy instead of worrying about the rules about becoming unclean. 
Instead, they chose to pass by on the other side.  
 
The Samaritan though…what did he do? 
  
1.  He had compassion on him. (Divine Love)  
 
• This word (compassion) was a Greek expression built on the word for a person’s inner parts, the 
seat of emotions and feelings. 
  
• It was used to express Jesus’ feeling for those in need many times in Scripture. 
  
• It is the feeling and attitude of a master who cancels a Servant’s massive debt. 
  
• True neighborly love— a love that goes beyond anything society or religious law expects and 
acts simply because of extreme need of another.  
 
• He could have just had that feeling, but he allowed it to move him to action.  
 
• Many of us when we hear wonderful life-giving words have the beginnings of a feeling of 
compassion. We are stirred. We see the need but wait a minute and the feeling is never fully realized! 
  
2.  He bound up his wounds. (Practical Love)  
 
• Makes sense that he got him bandaged up.  
 
• He could have dropped him off at the edge of town after putting him back together well 
enough. 
  
• You know, here I got you to town. Good luck! 
 
3.  He took him to an inn and gave shelter. (Kind Love)  
 
• He could have got him to the inn and made sure there were rooms there. 
  
• Isn’t it awesome and great that the wounded traveler has a place to stay and heal? 
  
4.  He paid for his care. (Unselfish Love)  
 
• He could have just paid for a night’s stay, but he covered his care too.  
 
• And then promised to stop and pay for whatever wasn’t covered. 
  



It all depends on your outlook. To the thieves, this traveler was a victim to exploit, so they attacked him. 
To the priest and Levite, he was a nuisance to avoid, so they ignored him. But to the Samaritan, he was a 
neighbor to love and help, so he took care of him. What Jesus said to the lawyer, He literally says to us: 
“Go and keep on doing it likewise.” (vs. 37)  
 
3. THE APPLICATION. (Luke 10:36-37) 
 
{10:36} Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 
{10:37} And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 
 
Underwater River Illustration- 
  
I read a story about a man who was building a home in the mountains of Vermont in a place where it’s 
very difficult to get water. He asked an old Vermonter to come over and divine the source of water on 
his property with a stick. Sure enough, this old-timer found the appropriate spot. “Just dig fourteen feet 
straight down here and you’ll find an underground river,” he told my friend. “When you hit the water, 
pump it out every day.” The man followed the instructions and found the river. He pumped it out the 
first day and more water came in. In the next few days, the water rose to four feet, then six feet. At 
eight feet it seemed stationary, so he left it. Returning some months later when the house was finished, 
he immediately turned on the water. The first day there seemed to be plenty, but by the next day there 
was none at all. The well was empty. In spite of his efforts to revive it, the man ended up having to dig 
an artesian well at a cost of three thousand dollars. 
 
Much later he ran into the old Vermonter in town and told him the disappointing story. “Did you pump 
it out every day?” was the question. “No,” said the man. The Vermonter shook his head. “You fool! An 
underground river is made up of thousands of little capillaries running underground. As you pump the 
water you enlarge those capillaries, and more water comes. Once you stop, the water backs up, the 
capillaries close and the river is formed somewhere else.” 
  
Our life in Jesus is like that. As we give our time, our love, our money, the well is always filled. When we 
begin to believe “What’s mine is mine” somehow our lives dry up and we’ve lost the key to everything. 
 
So, here is an outline for how to respond and be a Good Samaritan/Neighbor!  
 
A. BE CONSIDERATE. 
 
Think of others, their needs and problems.  
 
B. BE CONSECRATED. 
 
When you give yourself to God, you will be helpful. 
  
C. BE COMPASSIONATE. 
 



Put yourself in the place of others.  
 
D. BE CHRISTLIKE. 
 
Have His love and compassion. 
 
Live it!  
 
Your actions reveal whether you are considerate or not. It’s more than a thought.  
 
Being consecrated is not just attending church and hearing feel good stuff. 
  
Again, actions reveal your compassion. 
  
That is what it is to be Christlike! To be a good Samaritan!  
 
DL Moody Illustration- 
 
Attending a convention in Indianapolis, Mr. Moody asked singer Ira Sankey to meet him at six o’clock 
one evening at a certain street corner. When Sankey arrived, Mr. Moody put him on a box and asked 
him to sing, and it was not long before a crowd gathered. Moody spoke briefly, inviting the crowd to 
follow him to the nearby opera house. Before long, the auditorium was filled, and the evangelist 
preached the gospel to the spiritually hungry people. 
 
When the delegates to the convention started to arrive, Moody stopped preaching and said, “Now we 
must close as the brethren of the convention wish to come and to discuss the question, ‘How to Reach 
the Masses.’” Touché!” 
 
I think his point was that if we went to the masses and the needy instead of meeting to talk about 
reaching the masses and knowing that we ought to reach the masses, a lot more people would hear the 
Gospel!  
 
If we will just go out, show mercy to those who are not only physically sick and hurt, but to the 
spiritually lost, then lives would be changed. What is it that Pastor Bill has mentioned here so many 
times that there are between 10,000 and 13,000 unchurched people in Braxton County alone…So let me 
ask you…? 
 
Who is your neighbor? 



PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 
Pastor Bill Morlan; July 24, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 12:13-21 
 
It’s a shorter parable and has a message that offends those who prize individuality and doing what we 
like with our possessions. 
 
Luke 12:13-21 {12:13} And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he 
divide the inheritance with me. {12:14} And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you? {12:15} And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. {12:16} And he spake a parable unto 
them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: {12:17} And he thought within 
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? {12:18} And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. {12:19} And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, [and] be merry. {12:20} But God said unto him, [Thou] fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? {12:21} So [is] he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
 
It was fairly common for families to go to rabbis to mediate difficult family situations, but that’s not 
what’s going on here.  This man wants Jesus to step in and demand that his brother split the inheritance. 
 
Deuteronomy 21:17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated [for] the firstborn, by giving him a 
double portion of all that he hath: for he [is] the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn [is] 
his. 
 
Jesus said this is not my job to settle petty quarrels. 
 
Jesus is not against wealth but as He said, your life is not about the abundance of your possessions.  
There is nothing wrong with having possessions but just make sure those possessions don’t have you. 
 
We need to watch out not to get in debt to the point we can't serve God. 
 
Philippians 4:11-13 {4:11} Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, [therewith] to be content. {4:12} I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. {4:13} I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 
Philippians 4:11-13 is what Paul says is the right attitude you should have toward your finances and 
wealth. 
 
If you can get promoted or make more money, go ahead, just do it with the right attitude being content 
with where you are in life as God blesses and brings more into your life. 



 
Hebrews 13:5 [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such things as 
ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
When you have the right attitude, your pursuit does not become all-encompassing, and you don’t lose 
sight of your relationship with God in the process. 
 
Building bigger barns so you can acquire more is the wrong attitude, Solomon addressed this in 
Ecclesiastes 5:10. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance 
with increase: this [is] also vanity. 
 
If you are not careful when you hear Jesus talk about wealth or riches, you would think that He has a 
problem with them.  The real problem Jesus is dealing with in this parable is not wealth but greed.  One 
of the problems or dangers of pursuing wealth at any cost is that there is the potential for greed to set 
in. 
 
Jesus tells the parable of the Rich Fool while speaking to a crowd, responding to a man who wanted Him 
to arbitrate an estate problem. 
   
“The right of the firstborn” was a double portion of the inheritance. 
 
Deuteronomy 21:17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated [for] the firstborn, by giving him a 
double portion of all that he hath: for he [is] the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn [is] 
his. 
 
We need to look at what’s before and after the story to see its full context. Jesus tells this parable after 
rebuking someone who wanted Him to handle a dispute about possessions. 
 
Luke 12:1-13 {12:1} In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of 
people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, 
Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. {12:2} For there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. {12:3} Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken 
in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be 
proclaimed upon the housetops. {12:4} And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can do. {12:5} But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: 
Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. {12:6} Are 
not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? {12:7} But even 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many 
sparrows. {12:8} Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man 
also confess before the angels of God: {12:9} But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before 
the angels of God. {12:10} And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. {12:11} And when 



they bring you unto the synagogues, and [unto] magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or 
what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: {12:12} For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say. {12:13} And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me. 
  
Before that, Luke 12:1-13 reports that Jesus was teaching His audience to avoid the Pharisees’ hypocrisy.  
So, the parable is part of a larger scene where Jesus is teaching people to avoid greed, even when 
socially respectable religious leaders are greedy. 
   
After telling the parable of the Rich Fool to the crowd at large, Jesus gave His disciples a more specific 
message.  He told them not to be concerned about providing for themselves, for God will care for them 
as He cares for the lilies of the fields and should use their possessions to help those in need.  (Luke 
12:23-34). 
 
Luke 12:23-34 {12:23} The life is more than meat, and the body [is more] than raiment. {12:24} Consider 
the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth 
them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? {12:25} And which of you with taking thought can 
add to his stature one cubit? {12:26} If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest? {12:27} Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say 
unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. {12:28} If then God so clothe 
the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more [will he 
clothe] you, O ye of little faith? {12:29} And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither 
be ye of doubtful mind. {12:30} For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. {12:31} But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. {12:32} Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. {12:33} Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not 
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 
{12:34} For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 
Interestingly, Jesus then told His disciples to be always ready for service, servants waiting for their 
master’s return.  When Peter asked who this point was directed to, Jesus answered that good servants 
can be trusted whether the master is there or not, while the negligent servants get in trouble.  (Luke 
12:42-48). 
 
Luke 12:42-48 {12:42} And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom [his] lord 
shall make ruler over his household, to give [them their] portion of meat in due season? {12:43} Blessed 
[is] that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. {12:44} Of a truth I say unto you, 
that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. {12:45} But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to 
be drunken; {12:46} The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for [him,] and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the 
unbelievers. {12:47} And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not [himself,] neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many [stripes.] {12:48} But he that knew not, and did commit 



things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few [stripes.] For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 
 
MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 
 
1. THE PARABLE IS ABOUT AVOIDING MATERIALISM AND GREED. 
 
To be a materialist is to treat materials as idols, put them in a place reserved only for God. 
   
Jesus highlighted that the rich fool had lots of money, but no relationship with God.  So, even though he 
seemed to have it all, he had nothing.  
 
Our priority should be pursuing God and using what we have to help others.  This does not mean we 
should not earn money at all, after all, earning more means we can give more. It does mean that making 
money and having things should never be our first priority.  
 
2. THE PARABLE WARNS US TO REMEMBER WE ARE NOT ALONE. 
 
This Rich fool is self-centered and like the negligent servant that Jesus mentions later. The fool is selfish, 
watching out only for himself. 
 
Jesus was dealing with the focus of this man’s life.  He poured his entire energy and focus into building a 
great life for himself, but he only focused on his life and not his eternal life. 
 
The problem with this mindset is that life is temporary.  We are reminded in Hebrews 9:27 that it is 
appointed to man once to die and after that the judgement. 
 
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
  
There is a deceptiveness that can come with wealth that makes a person feel invincible or secure.  This 
man thought he had many years left to live and chances are that in his pursuit of wealth he forgot about 
his pursuit of God.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are not seen [are] eternal. 
 
The deceit of always pursuing more can cause you to put God on the back burner because after all, I 
need the extra money, the higher position, the bigger house, and the next whatever. 
 
Eleven times in this short parable he refers to himself, depending on which version of the Bible you 
have. 
 
Jesus affirmed that following Him meant realizing our lives belonged to Him, and we join the body of 
Christ.  We not only have a call to follow Jesus, but we also have a call to care for other believers.  



 
Galatians 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all [men,] especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith. 
 
God doesn’t bless us so that we can spend the excess on ourselves.  Paul makes this clear in 2 
Corinthians 9:11.   
 
2 Corinthians 9:11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 
thanksgiving to God. 
 
God does not intend our blessings to stop with us; He means for them to flow through us. 
 
THE PUNISHMENT 
 
The idea that someone would be punished for having things may strike us as unfair, since we are 
Americans. 
 
We were designed to worship something bigger than ourselves, not to live our lives as we see fit.   
 
We tend to have a very individualist view of life, which means we don’t feel obligated to others and 
believe we can do what we please with our lives and possessions. 
 
1. HOW DO YOU KNOW IF GREED HAS SET IN?   
 
Questions to ask yourself: 
 
A. ARE YOU CONTENT WITH WHAT YOU HAVE? 
 
Know the difference between want and need. 
 
B. DO YOU FEEL LIKE YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO GET MORE? 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance 
with increase: this [is] also vanity. 
  
C. IS THE PURSUIT OF THINGS CONSUMING YOU? 
 
Are you working to buy more stuff or to better your life? 
 
D. ARE YOU BIBLICALLY TITHING? 
 
Some say they cannot Biblically tithe. You can't afford not to. 
 
 



2.  ARE YOU CONTENT WITH YOUR LIFE? 
 
Hebrews 13:5 [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such things as 
ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
God watches out for His own. 
 
3.  GOD BLESSES YOU IN ORDER TO BLESS OTHERS. 
 
Galatians 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all [men,] especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith. 
 
4. GOD BLESSES YOU SO THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW HIM.  
 
Psalms 67:1-2 {67:1} God be merciful unto us, and bless us; [and] cause his face to shine upon us; Selah. 
{67:2} That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. 
 
These two verses sum up the New Testament. 
 
In Old Testament times, if a king looked at you and smiled, you were going to be blessed - his face 
shined upon you. 
 
If he turned his head, you were probably going to die. 
 
The moral: To whom much is given, much is required. 
 
Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
[stripes.] For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the more. 



PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG TREE 
Pastor Bill Morlan; August 7, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 13:6-9 
 
Luke 13:6-9 {13:6} He spake also this parable; A certain [man] had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and 
he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. {13:7} Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why 
cumbereth it the ground? {13:8} And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I 
shall dig about it, and dung [it: ]{13:9} And if it bear fruit, [well:] and if not, [then] after that thou shalt 
cut it down. 
 
This is a short parable. If you pre-read it, did you come up with a theme? 
 
Some believe that this parable occurred the day after Jesus cleansed the temple recorded in John 2:13-
16. 
  
John 2:13-16 {2:13} And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, {2:14} And 
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 
{2:15} And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; {2:16} And said 
unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of 
merchandise. 
 
We must look at the first 5 verses to determine why Jesus told this parable. 
 
Luke 13:1-5 {13:1} There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. {13:2} And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that 
these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? {13:3} I tell 
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. {13:4} Or those eighteen, upon whom the 
tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? {13:5} I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
 
Vs. 1 At the time, there were some in the crowd who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. 
  
We don’t know if these men were in trouble with Rome or if this was just an act of violence against 
them. 
 
Evidently, some worshipers from Galilee were condemned by Rome and were sought out and killed in 
the temple by Roman authorities while in the process of offering a sacrifice and their blood mingled with 
the blood of the sacrifice. 
 



They wanted to know if the reason Pilate had done that evil act to these Galileans was because they’d 
sinned. 
 
Vs. 2 Jesus asks, “Do you think they were worse sinners than the others?” 
 
Vs. 3 Jesus answers His own question, “No”.  Then He adds, “unless you repent, you will likewise perish. 
 
Vs. 4 Jesus gives another example, this time people involved in an accident.  His listeners knew of this 
accident, that’s why He told it.  He asks, "Were they greater sinners than the rest in Jerusalem?" 
 
Vs. 5 Again, Jesus answers His own question, “No”.  And He adds, "Unless you repent, you will perish." 
 
In both accounts, Jesus, fully realized that these people were human, having their share of weaknesses 
and strengths.  They were going about their daily lives and were suddenly caught up in an unforeseen 
event. 
 
Putting the accounts of the Galileans and the tower at Siloam in Jerusalem into perspective, it’s 
important to realize that there is no other historic mention of either.  Historically, nothing has been 
written of Pilate’s act mentioned here or the tower falling.  
  
Jesus told this parable immediately after reminding His listeners of the tower falling and killing 18 
people.  The moral of that story is found in verses 3 and 5.  To reiterate this moral, Jesus then told the 
story of the fig tree. 
  
Both accounts were everyday stories that all His listeners knew about.  Both accounts called for and 
suggested repentance. In telling them that they’d likewise perish, Jesus was warning them they too 
could become victims like those Galileans and the eighteen from the tower who’d unexpectedly got 
caught up in circumstances beyond their control and had their lives snuffed out in an instant.  
 
Jesus was being blunt - realistically blunt with his audience.  Events happened then, are happening now, 
and will happen in the future over which people have no control. 
 
In this parable, Jesus wants us to prepare ourselves for future events by repenting-changing the way we 
think, speak, and do, realizing that time and chance could unexpectedly strike at any time.  
 
Biblically, it means to stop continually sinning against God and immediately and devotedly begin to 
continually obey God. 
 
OWNER - GOD 
 
KEEPER OF THE VINEYARD - JESUS 
 
FIG TREE - ISRAEL / BELIEVERS 
  



THEME - WE SHOULD BEAR FRUIT WORTHY OF OUR CALLING. 
 
Vs. 6 The owner, (God), came expecting fruit, and found none.  The fig tree is Israel and believers. 
 
Vs. 7 The owner's, (God's) solution to this unproductive tree was blunt and final; “Cut it down.” “Why is 
it taking up ground?” Basically saying, "I’ll plant something in its place." 
 
Fig trees in ancient Israel occupied a favored position. It wasn’t uncommon to see some in a vineyard 
but a leafy fig tree encumbered vineyards by occupying ground that vines could have and by 
compromising the access to full sunlight, and by having a massive root system.  So, you could 
understand why a non-producing tree would be cut down. 
  
Looking carefully at it, this passage shows us an essential truth about God:  He’s full of mercy and 
compassion and patient and loving, but he is also a God of judgement. 
 
Christ is warning his readers today that a time of final judgement will come in our lives.  When linked to 
the “unless you repent” in verses 3 and 5, we need to realize and remember that there’s a way for us to 
prevent ourselves from being rendered as having no value in life. 
 
“Three years” was aimed at the fact that John the Baptist and Jesus had been preaching the message of 
repentance throughout Israel for three years. 
  
John urged people to repent, warning them about the Messiah’s coming, encouraging them to bring 
forth fruitful acts fit for repentance because the axe was already laid at the root of the tree. (Luke 3:8-9) 
 
Luke 3:8-9 {3:8} Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to [our] father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham. {3:9} And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree 
therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
 
In Luke 13:8 the "Keeper of the vineyard" is Jesus.  The vineyard keeper asked for one additional year in 
which to work with and cultivate the tree, to enable it to produce much good fruit. 
 
Jesus cares for His trees (believers). He offers to cultivate, water, and fertilize them to bring them to 
their peak of fruitfulness. 
 
Jesus is offering the opportunity for repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
 
How many times must Jesus say bear fruit before we do? Why aren't we bearing fruit? 
 
Psalms 67:1-7 {67:1} God be merciful unto us, and bless us; [and] cause his face to shine upon us; Selah. 
{67:2} That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. {67:3} Let the 
people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. {67:4} O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 
for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. {67:5} Let the 



people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. {67:6} [Then] shall the earth yield her increase; 
[and] God, [even] our own God, shall bless us. {67:7} God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth 
shall fear him. 
 
God blesses us so we can bless others.  
 
Jesus is trying to cultivate us. We need a sense of urgency. We need to be bearing fruit. 
 
Those to whom Jesus spoke had been called to repentance by the preaching of both John the Baptist 
and Jesus and had ample time and opportunity to bring forth the fruits of repentance. 
 
“One more year," we see the Keeper of the Vineyard pleading for a little more time for the barren fig 
tree to remain alive and become productive. 
 
In Luke 13:9 Jesus ends this parable abruptly; there’s no closing recap or reminder. 
 
Obviously, He believed that He had made His point clearly; that is, unless we repent and eventually bear 
fruit that’s worthy (Luke 3:8), we’ll be cut down. 
 
Matthew 7:19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
 
LESSONS FOR TODAY 
 
1. REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY 
 
Everything works toward repentance. 
 
Are we growing or standing still?   
 
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 
 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
 
God wants us to repent. Repentance should be a daily thing. 
 
2. WE SHOULD BEAR FRUIT. 
 
John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 
 
God chose us and He chose us to bear fruit. 



 
Jesus expects fruit from us. 
 
3. JESUS PRUNES US. 
 
John 15:2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every [branch] that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
 
Aren't you glad God has not let you stay the same? I am glad God prunes me. 
 
4. STAY ROOTED IN CHRIST. 
 
John 15:5 I am the vine, ye [are] the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
 
Without Christ we can do nothing. 
 
5. THERE IS A DAY OF ACCOUNTABILITY. 
 
Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 
 
This tree had one year to bear fruit or be cut down. 
 
Jesus ended the parable not on a happy note - bear fruit or be cut down. 



PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; August 21, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 15:1-7 
 

Jesus teaching a valuable lesson to those listening that day. 
 
He reminded them what the priority was. The leaders of the day grumbled about who He spent time 
with as though it was wasteful. He pointed out that the lost were the priority!  
 
Let’s look at various aspects of this parable to deepen our understanding of the lesson being taught 
today. 
 
Luke 15:1-7 {15:1} Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. {15:2} And the 
Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. {15:3} And 
he spake this parable unto them, saying, {15:4} What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until 
he find it? {15:5} And when he hath found [it,] he layeth [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing. {15:6} And when 
he cometh home, he calleth together [his] friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found my sheep which was lost. {15:7} I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 
 
JESUS USED THREE IMPORTANT TOOLS TO DO THIS TEACHING:  
 
1. NARRATIVE - Memorable stories illustrate this priority. 
 
• What are some of the most memorable stories, illustrations, or challenges that you have heard 
over the year’s here at GBC?  
 
‣ Amen or Oh me! 
‣ I yield to the Holy Spirit 10x, then 10 more x, and then 10 more x….. 
‣ VDP’s- Very Draining or Depressing Person 
‣ Frumps 
 
2. REPETITION - Tonight is the first of three parables in Chapter 15 that underscore this priority about 
the lost. 
 
3.  FAMILIARITY -Familiar people and situations for their culture solidify the point. 
 
• Culturally speaking: 
   
‣ Hunting, Fishing, Farming, Livestock, Cars/Trucks, Building, Repairing, Serving, Sports…. 
 



These important tools make a difference in our lives when we are learning things even today! Jesus 
knew that and used these important tools to teach the people of His day and culture. 
 
STUDY OF SHEEP: 
 
I tried looking up biblical perspectives about sheep and why God would have chosen to call us sheep. 
Here is a little of what I found. 
  
1.  SHEEP FOLLOW OTHERS BLINDLY. 
  
• Story about a farmer who stretched a rope across the door of a barn and called the sheep out. 
He allowed a few sheep to jump over a rope as they exited the barn door. He then cut the rope. The 
remaining sheep continued to jump over the “invisible rope,” not thinking twice. 
  
• About 1,500 sheep were left unattended for a while. They got scared and started running until 
they ran off a cliff. The first 400 died while the other 1100 were saved. It turns out the first 400 broke 
the fall of the remaining 1100.  
 
Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
• Sheep wonder off and of all the animals is the only one that can’t find their way back home. 
 
2.  SHEEP ARE EMOTIONAL AND RECOGNIZE THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE. 
 
• They have an instinct for knowing the voice of their shepherd as they are emotional creatures. 
Amazingly, they will fear a stranger’s voice and flee. I remember when I was just a child in early 
elementary school going to visit my great grandparents in Preston County. They had chickens, a milk 
cow, fields covered in corn, and in another field a small herd of sheep. The cow could care less how 
close we got, the chickens stayed just out of reach, but the sheep went to the other side of the farm at 
the sight of us strangers. 
   
• Since they are emotional, they also have the ability to build friendships with other sheep. 
  
• In fact, they can get anxious, distressed, or feel sad when their sheep friends are gone. (dead) 
 
• That they can be depressed or hurt by the loss of those close to them. 
 
• I read that they remember other sheep and even people for up to two years after meeting. 
  
John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
 
3.  SHEEP ARE NOT MEANT TO CARRY BURDENS. 
  



• The weight would crush them and hurt them.  
 
• Christians aren’t meant to carry burdens either. We need to trust God (cast) with all our 
burdens. 
  
Psalms 55:22a Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: ... 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 {11:28} Come unto me, all [ye] that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. {11:29} Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. {11:30} For my yoke [is] easy, and my burden is light. 
 
4.  SHEEP WILL SETTLE FOR LESS. 
 
• I read that they will drink dirty stagnant water that is where they are instead of walking ten 
more feet to fresh water. 
 
• They are content with filth as long as it satisfies them in the moment. 
 
• They will stink and never even know it. 
  
• They lack discernment and judgement and don’t know what is good for them. 
  
• We are often content with filth and don’t know we stink.  
 
Psalms 23:1-2 {23:1} The LORD [is] my shepherd; I shall not want. {23:2} He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 
5.  SHEEP ARE VALUABLE. 
 
• One pound of wool can make up to 10 miles of yarn. 
 
• One sheep can produce between 2 and 30 pounds of wool per year. 
  
• They can birth 2-6 lambs per year. (1 to 3 twice a year.) 
  
• Mature in 6-8 months ewes and 4-6 months for rams. 
 
• They live 10-12 years but can live up to 20. 
  
• That means ewes can produce: 
  
‣ 40 to 120 lambs with those numbers if lives to be 20 years old 
‣ At 10 years old 10-60 lambs. 
 



• So, multiplication says that the herd can grow significantly. In biblical times the numbers of 
livestock were a sign of wealth and of course God’s blessing.  
 
• They would have meat, milk, and wool if they had a healthy herd of sheep.  
 
• Large herds would require vast amounts of land, also another sign of wealth. 
 
Therefore, if we take all of these things into consideration: 
 
SHEEP NEED A SHEPHERD TO: 
 
1. PROVIDE DAILY PROVISION. 
  
• They need nutrition to multiply and remain healthy they need guided to clean water, and proper 
pasture. They can’t carry anything, so a shepherd must do all the work to have what they need or know 
where to find it.  
 
2.  PROVIDE DAILY PROTECTION. 
  
• Valuable = worth protecting. 
  
• No defensive abilities. Shepherd protects. 
  
3. PROVIIDE DAILY DIRECTION. 
 
• Since they get lost and distracted easily, they need someone watching out for them.  
 
• They need someone to come get them and bring them home. 
 
• They get to know the shepherds voice and know their shepherd from other shepherds. The 
shepherd also knows his sheep from those who are not his. 
 
I am not an expert about sheep, but I can see the comparisons easily as to why God would compare us 
to sheep and why He needs to take care of us!  
 
LET'S CONSIDER THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP: 
 
1. THE SHEPHERD CARES. 
  
• John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. 
 
• Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  



 
2.  THE SHEPHERD SEEKS. 
  
Isaiah 53:6-7 {53:6} All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. {53:7} He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
 
We can take comfort knowing that we are loved so deeply that God will do whatever it takes to find us 
when we’re lost and then care for us like a shepherd lovingly cares for his sheep. 
  
Jesus himself tells this story where one lost sheep is searched for, found, and celebrated. He goes on to 
sacrifice himself for the sheep so that they could be saved!  
 
FINALLY, LET'S TAKE ALL OF THIS AND COMBINE IT TOGETHER TO GET THE POINT OF THE PARABLE. 
 
1.  PEOPLE WHO HEARD THE PARABLE. (Vs. 1-2) 
 
Luke 15:1-2 {15:1} Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. {15:2} And the 
Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 
 
• Tax collectors  
• Sinners 
• Pharisees 
• Scribes 
 
2.  THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES WERE BOTHERED THAT JESUS WAS SPENDING TIME WITH THE 
TAX COLLECTORS AND THE SINNERS (THE LOST). 
 
THE PARABLE INCLUDED: 
  
3.  SHEEP. (vs. 3-4) 
 
Luke 15:3-4 {15:3} And he spake this parable unto them, saying, {15:4} What man of you, having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it? 
 
- 100 sheep, one of which was lost.  
 
4.  SHEPHERD. 
 
- Left the 99 to find the one.  
 
5.  CELEBRATION. (vs. 5-6)  



 
Luke 15:5-6 {15:5} And when he hath found [it,] he layeth [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing. {15:6} And 
when he cometh home, he calleth together [his] friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 
 
- the one found, brings about great joy for everyone. 
 
APPLICATION:  
 
6.  SINNER. (vs. 7)  
 
Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 
 
- one sinner repents, there is great rejoicing in heaven, and should be on earth too.   
 
Isaiah 53:5-6 {53:5} But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. {53:6} All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. 
 
What do you think it is going to take for just one sinner to repent? 
  
Those of you who have already placed your trust in Jesus should remember what it took for you to 
repent. We all have different stories and experiences.  
 
The parable of the lost sheep is absolutely a reminder to the religious people both in Jesus’ time and 
ours that the most important focus we can have is to find the lost. Are we searching? Do we care 
enough to start searching?  
 
Quote: The glory of God, and, as our only means of glorifying him,  the salvation of human souls, is the 
real business of life. - C. S. Lewis 
  
So, Jesus came to earth to find the lost sheep (us), to bring us into his family that we might spend 
eternity with him. 



PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN 
Pastor Bill Morlan; August 28, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 15:8-10 
 
This parable along with last weeks (Parable of the Lost Sheep) and the one next week (Parable of the 
Prodigal Son) are all tied together. 
 
This was Jesus' responses to the criticism in Luke 15:1-2. 
 
Luke 15:1-2 {15:1} Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. {15:2} And the 
Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 
 
As born-again believers it seems we have lost some of our zeal. 
 
Luke 15:8-10 {15:8} Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find [it? ]{15:9} And when she hath found [it,] 
she calleth [her] friends and [her] neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the 
piece which I had lost. {15:10} Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth. 
 
The end of this parable is the same as the end of the parable of the Lost Sheep. 
 
(The parable of the lost sheep is absolutely a reminder to the religious people both in Jesus’ time and 
ours that the most important focus we can have is to find the lost. Are we searching? Do we care 
enough to start searching?) 
 
WOMEN - GOD 
COINS - PEOPLE 
LOST COIN - A LOST SINNER 
LAMP - JESUS 
HOUSE - THE WORLD 
 
The parable is about find the lost and going to any measure to find them. 
 
Theme-God will go to great lengths to find that which is lost. 
 
Discipling someone is hard. You are training someone and pouring into their life. Your end goal is to 
make a disciple who makes a disciple. 
 
THE AUDIENCE - TAX COLLECTORS, SINNERS, PHARISEES, SCRIBES 
 
Jesus is replying to their complaints that He hangs out with sinners. 
 



The 3 parables in Luke 15 are all in response to their complaints and should be studied together.  All 3 
are about the importance of finding the lost.  
 
Ref: Vs. 8 
 
10 SILVER COINS - women received 10 silver coins as a wedding gift from their groom.  They wore this 
special piece of jewelry as a necklace or a headband-like ornament.  In our modern world, it would be 
like a wedding ring.  It was a gift from the groom and had high sentimental value.  The coins showed the 
woman’s status as a faithful wife. 
 
One silver coin was equal to one days labor - 17 cents.  It was probably a drachma. 
 
LIGHTS A LAMP - Homes at this time did not have windows as we know them.  They were tiny slits in the 
walls and the doors were small in size. There would be no natural light in the house so she would light a 
lamp to see. 
 
1 John 2:8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because 
the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 
 
Jesus is the true light. Jesus is shining. Are you letting him shine through your life? 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 {5:14} Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. {5:15} 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. {5:16} Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
SWEEP THE FLOOR - The broom could reach places in the house that you could not reach with just your 
arm.  It would gather the contents of the floor into piles that could be sorted. 
 
Sweeping takes work and is intentional. It takes effort. 
 
Matthew 9:37-38 {9:37} Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly [is] plenteous, but the 
labourers [are] few; {9:38} Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest. 
 
Are you willing to be a laborer? Willing to look for lost souls? 
 
Be intentional when you sweep, diligent till you find it. She didn't give up until she found it. 
 
We are the plan to reach the lost. There is no plan "B." 
 
She sweeps until she finds it- she searches relentlessly until she finds it. 
 



James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 
 
We don’t stop trying to reach the lost. If we are going to save sinners from the error of their ways we 
have to be involved. 
 
Ref: Vs. 9 
 
Her joy is so great, she calls her friends and neighbors to rejoice with her.  They would understand the 
meaning of losing and find this special, irreplaceable gift. 
 
John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and [that] your joy 
might be full. 
 
God’s joy makes us full. Don't you want your joy to be full and pour out on those around you? 
 
Ref: Vs. 10 
 
There is great rejoicing in heaven by the redeemed when someone gets saved. 
 
Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 
 
Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. 
 
LESSONS FOR TODAY 
 
1. EVERY SOUL IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR. 
 
Never think that anyone is useless and not worth fighting for. 
 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 
We were unworthy at one time too. We've all done a lot of dumb stuff and have a past. 
 
2. GOD DOES NOT STOP SEARCHING. 
 
God started searching for man in Genesis 3:9. 
 
Genesis 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou? 
 



Luke 19:9-10 {19:9} And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham. {19:10} For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
 
We are God's plan for reaching the lost. There is no plan "B." 
 
3. THERE IS REJOICING WHEN A SINNER IS SAVED. 
 
Not only do we rejoice, but heaven rejoices. 
 
We should be praying everyday for the lost. 
 
Something that is lost can always be found. 
 
Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 
 
Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. 



PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; September 11, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 
 
Luke 15:11-32 {15:11} And he said, A certain man had two sons: {15:12} And the younger of them said to 
[his] father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth [to me.] And he divided unto them [his] 
living. {15:13} And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into 
a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. {15:14} And when he had spent all, 
there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. {15:15} And he went and joined 
himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. {15:16} And he would 
fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. {15:17} And 
when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! {15:18} I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and before thee, {15:19} And am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. {15:20} And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him. {15:21} And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son. {15:22} But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put [it] on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on [his] feet: {15:23} And bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill [it;] and let us eat, and be merry: {15:24} For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. {15:25} Now his elder son was in the field: 
and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. {15:26} And he called one of 
the servants, and asked what these things meant. {15:27} And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; 
and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. {15:28} And he 
was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. {15:29} And he 
answering said to [his] father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time 
thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 
{15:30} But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast 
killed for him the fatted calf. {15:31} And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine. {15:32} It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 
 
PRODIGAL (Youngest) SON = sinners and publicans that Jesus was spending time with. 
 
FATHER = God the Father. 
 
OLDEST SON = Pharisees and religious leaders. 
 
Prodigal means “wasteful.” 
 
However, if you wanted to focus more on the graciousness of the father more than the sinfulness of the 
son, you could call it the Parable of the Loving Father. 
 



One of the differences between this parable from the prior two was that the Father didn’t go out 
looking for the son. The shepherd looked for the lost sheep, and the woman looked for the lost coin. 
Here we see the Father waiting for the son to return. 
 
WHAT WE SEE IN THIS PARABLE: 
 
 I. IT IS A STORY OF RETURN! 
 
1.  RETURN FROM REBELLION. 
 
What did the son do? 
  
• The son requested his share of the inheritance.  
 
- The oldest son according to Jewish law/custom would receive 2/3.  
- The remaining son/s would receive 1/3. 
  
• I read a lot of more detailed thoughts on what all this would involve. I can’t explain it perfectly: 
From land to other forms of capital, which would require selling it to turn to monetary assets. This was 
usually transferred following death even though some things were handed over when the father would 
“retire” from the managing role. It seems to me that I read that some things couldn’t be sold. There was 
a process to be followed even in this unusual circumstance/request.  
 
• In other words, this was not as simple a deal as handing the son a certain dollar amount that 
was designated as 1/3 value of the estate. 
 
• The basic consensus was that this would come across as a statement “I wish you were dead!”  
 
• List of things the son did that was wrong/sinful: 
 
- Selfishness 
- Covetousness 
- He wanted to live his way, (honoring father and mother) big deal. 
 
What were the consequences? 
 
• Life wasn’t what he dreamed on his own.  
 
• He didn’t find what he thought he would in this distant land. 
 
• He ran out of money. 
 
• He ran out of friends. He was alone.  
 



• Famine complicated things more.  
 
• He had to get a job. There weren’t many jobs available in a famine. 
 
• What’s more, as a Jew he had to compromise even further to feeding pigs. Jews considered pigs 
to be unclean animals. Even touching a pig would defile them. Something they would always try to 
avoid. 
  
• He even considered eating the pods that were given to pigs as food. (vs. 16)  
 
There were two possibilities for this food mentioned:  
 
A.  Carob pods- these were only eaten by people in famine. Common pig food.  
 
B.  Others think this was some kind of prickly wild pod that only swine’s snouts could reach. 
 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin. 
 
This is where this prodigal son found himself. A slave to sin. Ravaged by consequences of poor choices. 
In this story about return, this is a story that teaches us that we… 
 
2.  RETURN BY REPENTANCE. 
 
• What a place to end up, for a young Jewish boy.  
 
- Broke, alone, hungry, feeding pigs, considering eating pig food… 
- He was at rock-bottom!  
- However, he came to his senses! 
 
• So, he began thinking. Have you ever done that in life? When totally desperate, needing to make 
a change, or fumbling through options? You are at your wits end and then…. WHAT? 
  
• This young man remembered something…he remembered that even his father’s servants were 
better off than he was now. He remembered his father’s graciousness and goodness. 
 
Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
 
• Personal Testimony- 
  
- Introduced to God’s kindness, forbearance, and patience by the people here at GBC.  



- I remember remembering God the Father’s graciousness one time when I was at my lowest, 
when I felt the most guilty, and realized that I wasn’t worthy. I remember repenting, asking for 
repentance, and seeking God’s plan for my life.  
- I remember another time promising God that my family would not be sitting in a pew or chair 
alone at church. That my family would be here together worshipping, serving, and growing. 
 
• This is why it is so important to be discipling your children now. This is why it is so important to 
be telling others about Jesus now. If you introduce them to God, then they have something to 
remember one day.  
 
Romans 10:13-15 {10:13} For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. {10:14} 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? {10:15} And how shall they 
preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 
• This younger brother realized that he wasn’t worthy to be his father’s son but decided that he 
would go to his father and plead to be considered as one of his servants. He would humble himself 
before his father, repent, and hope that he could have the basic necessities.  
 
• He changed his mind about himself and his situation, and he admitted that he was a sinner.  
 
Quote: Conviction is not repentance. It is one thing to be awakened at five o’clock in the morning, but it 
is another thing to get up. - Anonymous 
 
• Sometimes we find ourselves feeling guilty about something. We may even say that we are sorry 
like a little child apologizing to a sibling at the command of a parent. Only to turn around and do it again. 
That isn’t repentance!  
 
• The prodigal son, however, gets up and heads home.  
 
So, we see that this story of return is also a… 
 
3.  RETURN TO REJOICING (vs. 20) 
 
• True repentance is met with forgiveness by the father. 
  
• Ephesians 2:1-10 {2:1} And you [hath he quickened,] who were dead in trespasses and sins; {2:2} 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: {2:3} Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. {2:4} But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, {2:5} Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) {2:6} And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit 



together in heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus: {2:7} That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in [his] kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. {2:8} For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: {2:9} Not of works, lest any man should 
boast. {2:10} For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
• His father saw him a far off! 
 
• His father ran to him. 
 
• His father didn’t let him finish his prepared apology.  
 
• His father restored him with the best robe, a ring, shoes, a fattened calf, and a celebration!  
 
What could have happened?  
 
• Deuteronomy 21:18-21 {21:18} If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey 
the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and [that,] when they have chastened him, will not 
hearken unto them: {21:19} Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto 
the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; {21:20} And they shall say unto the elders of his city, 
This our son [is] stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; [he is] a glutton, and a drunkard. 
{21:21} And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away 
from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 
 
The father could have taken him to the village leaders and had him stoned. Of course, this may have 
been why the father ran to the son. Since the son had brought disgrace to the family and the village, I 
read that if someone would have started throwing stones at the son, the father would have been hit 
too! How amazing a picture of what Jesus did for us on the cross! 
  
However, this leads us into the idea that the Parable of the Prodigal son is a…. 
 
II. IT IS A STORY OF FORGIVENESS! 
  
4.  THE FATHER'S FORGIVVENESS LEADS TO JOY! 
  
• Potentially for both brothers! 
 
• The younger came home to repent and experienced his father’s forgiveness. This brought about 
great joy for the younger brother and for the father.  
 
• The older brother could have taken solace in the fact that everything his father had was already 
his. Instead, 
 
5.  A BROTHER'S REFUSAL TO FORGIVE LEADS TO BITTERNESS! 



 
• The older brother made a different choice.  
 
- He refused to forgive his brother.  
- He refused to forgive his father. 
 
• The older brother was so focused on the younger brother's sin that he did not see his own. 
 
- Ultimately his focus was on his good works. Self-righteous. 
- By doing all the right things he expected to be celebrated and to get all the attention from the 
father.  
- He did NOT and was not serving his father out of love.  
- So, outwardly, he looked great. The model son!  
- His sin was, however on the inside. Inside of his heart.  
- The son’s use of the word “to serve as a slave” reveals he didn’t understand what it meant to be 
a son, and therefore couldn’t understand what it means to be a father either.  
This was all a picture of the religious leaders of the day. “The proud and the self-righteous always feel 
that they are not treated as well as they deserve.” 
 
The story says nothing about his seeking the lost or about the need for atonement for sin, but that is 
because the story is a parable, not a detailed allegory, and other aspects of the seeking, sacrificial love of 
God are taught clearly enough elsewhere. 



PARABLE OF THE UNJUST STEWARD 
Pastor Bill Morlan; September 25, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 16:1-15 
This parable is about a wicked man. 
 
[Luk 16:1-15 KJV] 1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a 
steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. 2 And he called him, and 
said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be 
no longer steward. 3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away 
from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. 4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I 
am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. 5 So he called every one of his 
lord's debtors [unto him], and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? 6 And he said, An 
hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. 7 
Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And 
he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore. 8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, 
because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children 
of light. 9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, 
when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 10 He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 11 If therefore ye 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true [riches]? 12 
And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your 
own? 13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 14 And the Pharisees 
also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him. 15 And he said unto them, Ye are 
they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 
 
This parable goes with the previous 3 parables found in Luke 15 (The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, The 
Prodigal Son).  The word “also” in verse 1 connects it to the pervious parables. 
 
His audience is the disciples (vs 1), but the Pharisees also heard it (vs 14). 
 
This parable can be broken down into 2 parts; the parable; vs 1-8 and the application verse 9-14. 
 
In most of Jesus’ parables, the characters either represent God, Jesus, lost, or saved individuals but in 
this parable the characters are all wicked. 
 
vs 1  
The main character is the steward-Manager of a household or estate 
  
He has been accused of wasting the master’s possessions. “Waste” is the same word used in the 
previous parable to describe how the Prodigal Son “squandered” his wealth in wild living (Luke 15:13).  
This is what ties this parable to the preceding one. 



 
The charge is not embezzlement, but more of incompetence. 
 
vs 2 
The man was an employee and not a slave because he was going to be fired. 
 
Remember, this is an accusation not proven but the master must have believed it. 
 
“Give an account” Means to give a final report of where things stand and then turn over the accounting 
books to the master. 
 
The steward is being fired.  But until he turns in the accounting books, he is still officially the steward 
and can still act in an official and legal capacity on behalf of his master. 
 
vs 3 
The steward realizes that he cannot do manual labor, nor will he beg. 
 
vs 4 
He formulates a plan to be taken in by the people who owe his master money.   
By reducing their debts to his master, he gained their indebtedness to him.  They would be obligated to 
take him into their homes. 
 
vs 5 
He calls in the debtors. 
 
vs 6 
“Quickly” indicates a secret transaction, unauthorized by the master. The borrower was just as guilty as 
the steward. 
 
The first debtor owes 800 gallons of olive oil.  The steward tells him to write the bill for 400 gallons. 
 
vs 7 
The second debtor owed 1,000 bushels of wheat.  He is told to write his bill for 800 bushels of wheat. 
 
Three reasons why the steward could have done this: 
 
1. He simply lowered the price on his own authority. 
 
2. He removed the interest charge for the debt, according to the Law (Lev 25:36-37; Deut 15:7-8, 23:20-
21) 
 
3. He removed his own commission, sacrificing only his own money and not that of his master. 
 
The 2 debtors in this parable are not small family farmers but rich men by the amount that they owe. 



 
The steward is now seen as a friend by the two debtors and will hopefully be taken in when he loses his 
job: or, 
 
It seems the steward could blackmail the debtors concerning the changed bill.  It isn’t his own 
handwriting but theirs that has made the change.  They have profited from the change; he hasn’t 
profited directly in any way.  There is nothing to prove any wrongdoing on his part; it’s his word against 
theirs.  He could blackmail himself into their homes. 
 
vs 8 
When the steward turns his books in, the master commended him.  This may suggest that the master 
was not robbed, and that the steward’s reduction was the result of either the adherence to the Law or 
the lowering of the steward’s own commission. Or the master was outwitted by the steward.  His 
admiration for the evil steward’s criminal genius shows that he too, was a wicked man. 
 
“More screwed” most unbelievers are wiser in the ways of the world than some believers are toward 
the things of God. 
 
vs 9 
“Mammon” is money.  It should be used generously to build works that last.  Money is called 
“unrighteous” because it often manifests unrighteousness and selfishness in people. 
 
[Pro 19:17 KJV] 17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given 
will he pay him again. 
 
The steward used his master’s money to buy earthly friends; believers are to use their Master’s money 
in a way that will accrue friends for eternity, by investing in the kingdom that brings sinners to salvation.  
So that when we arrive in heaven, those sinners will be there. 
 
Jesus is encouraging His followers to be generous with their wealth in this life. 
 
“Unrighteous mammon" (money): Jesus is not suggesting that we gain wealth unrighteously.  He is 
saying that the corrupting influence wealth can have often leads people to commit unrighteous acts. 
 
Wealth is not inherently evil, but the love of money can lead to all sorts of sin. 
 
[1Ti 6:10 KJV] 10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
 
vs10 
Jesus makes the observation that those who are honest in the little details of inconsequential things can 
be trusted to be honest with large responsibilities. 
  
Will we do the little jobs with as much integrity and care as the great opportunities? 



 
If a person is sloppy with a small responsibility, he won’t be any more careful with the big responsibility.  
It’s a matter of character. 
 
Responsibility is a matter of character. 
 
vs11 
“Unrighteous mammon” is translated as “worldly wealth”.  If you can’t be trusted with materialistic 
wealth, how much less will God trust you with the true wealth. 
 
A person who cannot handle money certainly cannot handle spiritual matters that are of much more 
value. 
 
"True riches”: Faithful use of one’s earthly wealth is repeatedly tied to the accumulation of treasure in 
heaven. 
 
vs 12 
“What is another man’s” referring to God, and the believer’s stewardship of God’s money, which 
believers only manage as stewards. 
 
vs 13 
Jesus draws His hearers’ minds to households where there were two masters.  One is always the favorite 
and the other the boss to hate. 
 
Jesus clearly states that you cannot serve both God and money. 
 
Money in this passage identified as an alternate god, an alternate master and alternate boss. 
 
I’ve heard it said, until a Christian’s money has been committed to the Lord, the Christian’s life isn’t 
really committed at all.  Show me your checkbook or debit statements and I’ll show you your priorities. 
 
How we relate the Lordship of Jesus to our use of money is one of the core issues Jesus seeks to teach 
us.  To not make Jesus Lord of your money is to allow the money itself to take power over your 
decisions. 
 
vs14 
The Pharisees also heard this parable. 
 
Luke describes them as fond of money. 
 
Pharisees taught the devotion to money and to God were perfectly compatible.  They taught that 
earthly riches signified divine blessing.  Rich people were therefore regarded as God’s favorites. 
 



“Derided” means to sneer; refers to using the nose to ridicule, sneer at someone.  Luke uses the 
imperfect tense, which has the idea of continued acting in the past. They kept on sneering at Jesus. 
 
vs15 
Jesus is basically saying, "You make excuses before people, but God knows your hearts." 
 
The wealth that impresses people doesn’t impress God. 
 
Theme- Is the Lord, Lord of all or not at all? 



PARABLE OF THE UNJUST JUDGE 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; October 2, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 18:1-8 
 
Quote: Enthusiasm and persistence can make an average person superior; indifference and lethargy can 
make a superior person average. - William A. Ward 
 
As a Coach I find this quote intriguing. I see both sides in sports. 
 
As a Christian, it gives me hope. In my weakness God can still use me.  
 
As a Pastor, it enlightens me as to why some grow in their faith and others fall away from their faith.  
 
[Luk 18:1-8 KJV] 1 And he spake a parable unto them [to this end], that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint; 2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 3 And 
there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4 And he 
would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 5 
Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. 6 
And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 
 
Luke 18:1 says, "And he spake a parable unto them [to this end], that men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint;" 
 
This is the key to the entire parable. We are told the essence of this parable before ever reading it. I like 
the simplicity! 
 
WE SHOULD ALWAYS PRAY AND NOT LOSE HEART!  
 
Is there a lot of cause and effect in this message?  
 
- If we pray, we don’t faint.  
- If we don’t pray, we faint.  
- The widow was persistent, she receives justice.  
- If unjust judge did right thing, we should realize that a righteous God will provide for His 
children! 
- If we learn the lesson Jesus is teaching, we will always pray and not lose heart! 
 
FOUR LESSONS I SEE IN THIS PASSAGE:  
 
1.  MAKE YOUR CHOICE WISELY! (vs. 1) 
 



A. ALWAYS PRAY. 
 
• [1Th 5:17 KJV] 17 Pray without ceasing. 
 
• If you pray you won’t faint. If you faint you didn’t pray. 
 
• Jesus’ standard goes beyond the Jewish 3x per day standard. (Daniel 6:10) 
 
[Dan 6:10 KJV] 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
 
B. LOSE HEART. (FAINT) 
 
• Why do people faint? 
 
- Lack of oxygen to the brain. Fear, Heart stop, lungs collapse, run out of blood, other medical 
issues… (Fainting Goats) 
  
• Equivalent of losing heart? Quitting… 
 
- Sports- lose hope of winning, only makes it worse.  
✓ New England vs. Falcons a few years ago in Super Bowl 51. (2022 = 57) 
✓ NE Down 28-3 at halftime and came back to win 34-28.  
 
• Church-  
 
- Christians who quit the church because they lose hope.  
- Christians who didn’t quit…their hope was squarely on Jesus!  
 
• Who are those heroes that you have witnessed not losing heart?  
 
• What are we breathing? 
 
- Atmosphere here in this world being poisoned and harming us when we don’t pray.  
- Or getting that full breath of pure oxygen from heaven when we do pray. 
 
• “Put on your own oxygen mask first.” —Stewardess 
 
[Luk 18:2-5 KJV] 2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 3 
And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4 And 
he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 5 
Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. 
  



2.  HAVE THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE! 
 
A. WIDOW VS. CHRISTIAN  
 
- Widow: 
  
• Who was she to this judge? No one really. Stranger. 
• No access. All she could was yell from outside and plead.  
• No way to get on the docket.  
• No promises or guarantees from anyone.  
• No money to bribe the judge.  
• No man to be recognized by the court.  
• She came to the court of law.  
 
- Christian: 
 
• Who is a child of God.  
• Full access to the throne at all times.  
• Jesus is interceding on our behalf. (1 John 2:1) 
 
[1Jo 2:1 KJV] 1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
 
• God has made a number of promises to Christians. The #1 promise is the Holy Spirit that Christ 
promised when He went to heaven. (Romans 8:26-27) 
 
[Rom 8:26-27 KJV] 26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to [the will of] God. 
 
• No need to bribe the judge.  
• We are the bride. Jesus is the Groom.  
• We come to the throne of Grace! Wow!!! 
 
Warren Wiersbe summarized this point like this… “If we fail to pray, our condition spiritually will be just 
like that of the poor widow. That should encourage us to pray!” 
 
B. JUDGE VS. GOD THE FATHER 
 
- Judge: 
 
•  Not righteous.  
• Doesn’t care for the widow.  



• Tired of the constant nagging hurting his reputation. 
 
- God: 
 
• Righteous 
• Cares deeply for all his children.  
• Never gets tired hearing from his children! 
  
Given these comparisons night/day difference things about this…. 
 
C. STANDARD JEWISH "HOW MUCH MORE" (qal vahomer) argument: (vs. 7) 
  
- “If a poor widow got what she deserved from a selfish judge, how much more will God’s children 
receive what is right from a loving heavenly Father!” 
 
D. WE ARE IN GREAT NEED AND RECOGNIZE OUR ONE HOPE IS IN GOD! 
  
-If we recognize our hope is only in God, how much more would we pray?  
- If we fail to recognize our hope is only in God, how little will we pray?  
-Delay-  
 
- Some delay because of inactivity, or God’s delay is dye preparation.  
 
3.  HEAR WHAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGE SAYS! 
 
[Luk 18:6 KJV] 6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 
  
- Persistence is the key!  
- This unrighteous judge provided justice for this widow because of her persistence.  
 
[Luk 18:7-8 KJV] 7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he 
bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 
 
4.  UNDERSTAND THAT GOD IS RIGHTEOUS! (Answer the questions honestly.) 
  
- How much more will God give to provide for his children? 
- How will God find you when He returns? 
 
★ One commentary worded it like this…. “The really vital question is not whether God will respond 
to prayer, but whether there will be faithful people who have persisted in prayer and not lost hope 
when the Son of Man comes. The parable is essentially an encouragement to continue in prayer without 
losing heart right through the difficult times of waiting before the Son of Man comes.” 



PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR 
Pastor Bill Morlan; October 23, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 18:9-14 
 
[Luk 18:9-14 KJV] 9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men [are], extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
 
AUDIENCE - THOSE WHO TRUSTED IN THEMSELVES AND DESPISED OTHERS 
 
Vs. 9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: 
 
CHARACTERS - PHARISEE, TAX COLLECTOR. 
 
Vs. 10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 
 
COMPARISON: 
 
PARABLE OF THE UNJUST JUDGE (WOMAN AND THE JUDGE) - WE SHOULD ALWAYS PRAY AND NOT 
LOSE HEART! 
 
In the parable of the persistent widow, Jesus shows us why we should pray-God is not an unjust judge, 
but the righteous Father who loves His elect and will bring justice.  
 
PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR - HOW WE SHOULD PRAY. 
 
In this parable, Jesus shows us how we should pray - not with pride, comparing ourselves to others, but 
in humility, needy for God’s mercy. 
 
Putting the 2 together, Luke aims to show us that we both ought to pray and never lose heart and that 
there is a certain heart that knows how to pray and a heart that doesn’t. 
 
Jesus whenever He talks about prayer says to be humble. 
 
Prayer is constant and we can rely on prayer. 
 



In Jesus’ day, public prayers were often offered in the temple.  But private prayers were offered too, and 
in this parable, we see two private prayers.  Jesus focuses on this because who we are in our private 
prayers is who we really are. 
 
Ref: Vs. 9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others: 
 
When self-righteousness enters us, we judge other people. 
 
We've all compared ourselves and our family to others. Jesus is saying, "Stop!" 
 
Ref: Vs. 10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 
 
The Temple was the appointed place for Jews to go to pray. If you weren't close, you pointed yourself 
toward the Temple and prayed. 
 
You have to remember; in Jesus' day the Pharisees were seen as model citizens. 
 
PHARISEE'S PRAYER - SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 
Ref: Vs. 11 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men [are], extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
 
The Pharisee is a model citizen.  He was Bible saturated, law-abiding, tithe-giving, just, true to his wife 
and righteous before men.  They had the best reputation in Israel. The kind of person you wanted your 
children to look up to and to have as a neighbor. 
 
The Pharisee was the kind of person you would tell your children, "You want to be like that when you 
grow up." 
 
The Jewish historian of the time, Josephus, described them as -a certain sect of the Jews that appear 
more religious than others, and seem to interpret the laws more accurately. 
 
Jews often stood as they prayed, looking up to heaven, often with hands raised. 
 
The Pharisee's prayer was all about himself, it was not about God. It was about his self-pride and self-
righteousness; it was a boast. 
 
The Pharisee was grateful God made him so well and not like others. 
 
A problem arises when we’re confident in our own righteousness or we trust n our own righteousness to 
save us and justify us before God.  When we move from righteous living (which is right), to trusting in 
that righteous living so that it might give us a good standing before God, we then commit a fatal error. 
 



He thanked God, not for His blessing, but that he wasn’t like other men.  He listed those known for being 
evil. 
 
Ref: Vs. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 
 
The Pharisee was all about what he did. 
 
He then reminds God of how great he was in his fasting and tithing practices.  
  
“I fast twice a week”- The Law appointed only one fast in the year, on the Day of Atonement, but he 
fasted on Monday and Thursday of every week. 
 
“I give tithes of all”- the Law required that tithes be given from the corn, wine, oil, and cattle.  He 
however tithed even the humblest of garden herbs.  
 
The Pharisee was reminding God that he accomplished much more than what the Law required.  He 
confessed his virtues but not his sins. 
 
We are to tithe out of love, not obligation. 
 
The Pharisee was all about self-righteousness. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S PRAYER - HUMILITY. 
 
Ref: Vs. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
 
The tax collector’s prayer is as remarkable as it’s short.   
 
He was seen as a traitor, loathed, and treated as outcast.  If the Pharisee was the model citizen, the tax 
collector was the criminal avoiding arrest. 
 
You did not want him as a neighbor, would avoid him at all costs, we would disassociate ourselves with 
him. 
 
He stood “afar off”, at a distance, perhaps in the outer room.  Far from the Pharisee who would have 
been offended by the nearness of him 
 
His posture spoke of his unworthiness.  Unable to even lift his eyes to heaven because of his sins, he 
beats his breast in sorrow and repentance and appeals to God for mercy. 
 
He was filled with so much humility; his eyes were down, and he was beating his breast. He described 
himself as a sinner. 
 



He exhibits what Jesus spoke about in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3), Being poor in spirit 
means admitting we have nothing to offer to God to atone for our sin. 
 
[Mat 5:3 KJV] 3 Blessed [are] the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
He addressed God, just as the pharisee had done. 
 
Next, instead of telling God all the good things about himself, he described himself as a sinner.  He made 
a full confession of his sin without excuse or justification. 
 
In the Greek, his plea is far more than forgiveness, He was asking for God’s anger to be removed from 
him.  He knows what he deserves, and he pleads for what only God can give. 
 
Ref: Vs. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than the other: for every one 
that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
 
Being justified is about humbling yourself. We have no righteousness ourselves. 
 
IMPUTATION - TO ATTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO ONE'S ACCOUNT. 
 
God imputes His righteousness unto us. 
 
[Rom 4:6 KJV] 6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, 
 
[Rom 4:11 KJV] 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which [he had yet] being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though 
they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 
 
The bible tells us of 3 imputation events through tour history.  First, Adam imputes his sin to all 
mankind.  Second, God imputes the sins of believers to Christ.  Third, God imputes the righteousness of 
Christ to the believers.  Paul explains this in Romans 5:12-21. 
 
[Rom 5:12-21 KJV] 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is 
not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them 
that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to 
come. 15 But not as the offence, so also [is] the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, [which is] by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 16 And not as [it was] by one that sinned, [so is] the gift: for the judgment [was] 
by one to condemnation, but the free gift [is] of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by one man's 
offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment 
came] upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all 



men unto justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
FEDERALSIM - ONE PERSON ACTS AS A REPRESENTATIVE FOR ONE OR MORE PERSONS. 
 
In the Bible, God has appointed 2 representative heads: Adam and Jesus.  Sin came into the world 
through Adam.  Righteousness came into the world through Jesus. 
 
Because Adam sinned, we are all born in sin.  the theological term is Original Sin.  Through Adam, all 
have sinned; then through Jesus we are all made righteous. 
 
The pharisee believed his righteousness was the key.  Aside from addressing God at the beginning of his 
prayer, he spends the rest of the time talking about himself.  He trusted in himself that he was 
righteous.  The thing about trusting in oneself for righteousness is that it always leads to treating others 
with contempt. 
 
The tax collector was banking everything on the righteousness of God.  He wouldn’t enter the temple.  
Jesus highlights his humility, noting his deep sorrow for his sins.  His prayer is simple, doesn’t refer to 
anyone else.  He’s not explaining his badness, he is pleading for mercy.  He calls himself who he truly is, 
“a sinner”. 
 
He would not lift his eyes to heaven, significant for his time since prayers were offered standing upright 
and looking to the skies.  He beat his breast in grief. 



PARABLE OF THE TEN MINAS 
Pastor Rick Garavaglia; November 27, 2022 

Focus Scripture: Luke 19:11-27 
 

[Luk 19:11-27 KJV] 11 And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was 
nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 12 
He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to 
return. 13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy 
till I come. 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this 
[man] to reign over us. 15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. 16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, 
thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou 
hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. 18 And the second came, saying, 
Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. 19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 20 
And another came, saying, Lord, behold, [here is] thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 21 
For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and 
reapest that thou didst not sow. 22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, 
[thou] wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and 
reaping that I did not sow: 23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my 
coming I might have required mine own with usury? 24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from 
him the pound, and give [it] to him that hath ten pounds. 25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds.) 26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath 
not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him. 27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I 
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay [them] before me. 
 
10 Minas- not a parable about WV or the Coal Industry. It isn’t about 10 Miners. 
  
My favorite set-up to explain this parable mentioned… 
 
“A story is told about President Franklin D. Roosevelt, a remarkable and charismatic man who 
sometimes wearied of those long receiving lines at the White House. He complained that no one really 
paid any attention to what was said. One day, during a reception, he decided to try an experiment. To 
each person who passed down the line and shook his hand he murmured, “I murdered my grandmother 
this morning.” The guests responded with phrases like: “Marvelous! Keep up the good work.” “We are 
proud of you.” “God bless you, sir.” It was not until the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador 
from Bolivia, that his words were actually heard. [Not phased at all], the ambassador leaned over and 
whispered, “I’m sure she had it coming.” I suggest that most of us are like the other guests. We think we 
know what’s going to be said, so we don’t bother to listen.” 
 
Apparently, Jesus’ followers weren’t listening and needed one more lesson about what was really about 
to happen.  
 



SETTING: 
 
Passover season. 
  
Reminder that Israel had been delivered from Egypt. 
  
Currently in bondage to Rome, which raised anxiety levels a lot. 
 
While most Jews wanted God to fulfill the Old Testament prophesies and send their promised king a few 
other groups existed. 
 
The Zealots fought against Rome. 
  
There were also Politicians that compromised with Rome. 
  
It’s in this powder keg that we find Jesus teaching his disciples one final time his last week in Jerusalem. 
He was teaching them that the Messiah was about to be rejected and that there would be some time 
that He would not be here and that His followers would need to be faithfully serving until His return. It 
wasn’t going to be the conquering king moment they had pictured where Jesus’ kingdom was going to 
be established on Earth at that moment. 
  
CHARACTERS IN THE PARABLE: 
  
NOBLEMAN - JESUS 
 
CITIZENS - PHARISEES AND OTHER RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
 
SERVANTS/SLAVES - BELIEVERS. GOD'S SERVANTS, WHO CHOOSE TO BE FAITHFUL OR NOT. ALSO NON-
BELIEVERS. 
 
PURPOSE: 
  
- To explain that the kingdom would not come until a future time. 
 
- To explain that His servants had better be faithful now to the job assigned to them. 
  
LIFESTYLES: 
 
1.  People who say, “I want it my way.” (Citizens a.k.a. Religious Leaders) 
 
• I’m going to get all I can.  
• These are the citizens who are the subjects of the future king.  
• These citizens do not want him.  
• They have their own plans.  



• They represent all those who insist on life in their own terms.  
• The often succeed because of their very determination to get what they want.  
• Enough is never enough.  
• That’s how we are made, we can have it all, and yet somehow the hunger for power and wealth 

is not assuaged.  
• Berrtrand Russell once said, “It is preoccupation with possession more than anything else that 

prevents man from living freely and nobly.” 
• This would be all out rebellion to God’s plan and Truth!  
 
2.  The servant who kept his mina safe in a handkerchief presents the second way to live— 

Cautiously and conservatively. (Unfaithful Servant) 
  
• These are people who want to go through life hurting no one, breaking no rules, and making no 

enemies.  
• They are determined not to consume, but  to leave everything the way they found it.  
• They see life as a picnic area. 
• Their aim is to pick up all the paper and garbage, leaving the place just as it was.  
• Seems commendable until we take into account that someone planted the trees, provided the 

tables, fireplaces, the restrooms, and trash cans.  
• Simply picking up after yourself is not enough.  
• You are a parasite on those who plant and build and go and do.   
• This would be the unfruitful servant the worst side of the religion of the day. They thought they 

had to obey God at any cost and in the smallest detail of the law. They were afraid that God 
would become an angry judge and smash them. This is the outcome of legalistic religion.  

• This is not faithful obedience.  
• This is Not responsibility.  
• This was lazy, fearful idleness.  
• He did not put his money to work as the king ordered. 
  
3.  The third is the faithful steward. (Faithful Believers) 
 
• The faithful steward is fruitful which means they are alive and reproducing.  
• We are to leave more behind than we found!  
• If we do not, we have missed the message!  
 
We are stewards of our lives and all we have: 
 
 We are also the stewards of the mysteries of God.  
• We believe that God loves us, that Jesus died for us, and that His spirit is now available to us.  
• Another mystery is you. If you are a Christian, you are someone in whom God lives. This earthen 

vessel is a treasure. We are Gods’s most extraordinary creations.  
• As stewards of our own lives, are we increasing?  
• The spies Moses sent into the Promise land were promised every place that their feet walked. 

They were afraid though.  



• That same spirit is in us. We are to be fruitful, invest our lives, our jobs, our money, our 
reputations, our security.  

• Or, we decrease and die!  
 
We are stewards of the mysteries of the church, the body of Christ. 
 
• As part of the body we must face whether or not it is increasing or decreasing.  
• It is not enough to preserve what is.  
• We need to be investing for the future so that there will be more loving, caring, support, 

mission, and involvement for the next generation.  
 
We are stewards of the world, one of God’s mysteries.  
 
• Our responsibility in the world is still needed. After all Jesus died for the world.  
• Will the world be more than what it is now or less because of us?  
• Will there be more compassion?  
• Will there be more liberty?  
• More opportunity, more peace, more justice, more equality because we have lived? 
  
The bottom line is that the servants were given something to invest.  
 
The question I have for us tonight: 
  
WILL YOU BE FOUND…? 
 
1.  FAITHFUL 
 
In this parable we can see that it is similar but different from the Parable of the Talents. 
  
Talents- 3 were given different amounts to work with based on talents. They received the same reward. 
  
Minas- 10 servants given three months wages (100 days of work) to invest and do something with. 
(1/60th of a Talent.) All given the same amount regardless of giftedness. 
 
Probably represents the message of the gospel! 
 
[1Th 2:4 KJV] 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not 
as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
 
[1Ti 1:11 KJV] 11 According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 
 
- Acts 1 there were 120 believers. 
  
- Acts 2 there were 3000+ 



 
- Acts 4 there were 5000+ 
 
- Acts 5 Jewish leaders were accusing the disciples of filling Jerusalem with the message!  
 
We can see that the message will grow, but as another form of encouragement please realize that when 
it comes to witnessing all of us start on the same level.  
 
We hear the Gospel, we choose to accept or reject it.  
 
If we accept it we begin learning more about Jesus and how to share the Gospel. We are entrusted with 
the same message.  
 
The question is, what will we do with it? 
 
The faithful servant chose to invest his Mina. He went from 1 to 10. He was then given authority over 10 
cities. 
  
The other servant invested his Mina and went from 1 to 5. He was put over 5 cities.  
 
Will you be found faithful with the Gospel that you have been entrusted?  
 
This is really about building!  
 
Or will you be found…? 
 
2.  UNFAITHFUL 
 
a.  The third servant returned the 1 mina to the King upon his return.  
 
b.  Said he was afraid. Fear gripped him and prevented him from investing out of fear of losing 

what he was given. He may have wanted to have something to give his master when he 
returned.  

 
c.  Sometimes I think he was just lazy. He wasn’t really afraid, or he would have tried to do 

something with the money. Fear often motivates. I guess sometimes it paralyzes!  
 
d.  The point is that this servant’s heart was not right toward his master! 
 
e.  [Luk 19:20-22 KJV] 20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, [here is] thy pound, which I have 

kept laid up in a napkin: 21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up 
that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 22 And he saith unto him, Out 
of thine own mouth will I judge thee, [thou] wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere 
man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow: 



 
f.  The unfaithful have a low opinion of the master.  
 
g.  This is a picture of slavish fear instead of loving faith. 
  
h.  Dr. A. W. Tozer said, “Nothing twists and deforms the soul more than a low or unworthy 

conception of God.” 
 
i.  They could have done something with the mina, at least collected interest in the bank.  
 
j. However, the wrong perspective of God.  
 
k.  This group of people in the parable were very religious people. They thought they had it all 

figured out. 
 
Or will you be found…? 
 
3. REBELLIOUS 
 
a.  Vs 14, 27 “Enemies” of God! 
 

[Luk 19:14 KJV] 14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not 
have this [man] to reign over us. 

 
[Luk 19:27 KJV] 27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither, and slay [them] before me. 

  
b.  From what I understand this fits into the same type of person as the unfaithful servant. They 

are lost and don’t know Jesus.  
 
c.  These people hated the King.  
 
d.  They sent a delegation trying to prevent him from becoming king. 
  
e.  They were actively opposing the future King!  
 
One commentary pointed out that we are living between Luke 19:14 and 15. 
  
The master is absent but has promised to return.  
 
What will Jesus say to you when He returns? 
  
Will it be reward, rebuke, or possibly retribution?  [1Co 4:2 KJV] 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful. 
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