Week 2: Community
LOVE FOR THE CHURCH
In reconciling us with Himself, God also desires to
reconcile us to each other. If we are indeed created in the image of God, we are created to be in
relationship – relationship with God and relationship with each other. This is where the Church
comes into the picture. God saves us from our sin
and our rebellion against Him and places us
within a community of people who are on the
same journey. He does this so that we can help
each other grow, understand, and put into practice the words of Jesus. We have been created for
community and the community God created for
us right now is through the gathering of His
followers, the Church.

Feb 10: From Location to Relation
For as in one body we have many members, and
the members do not all have the same function,
so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. Having gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us, let
us use them. Romans 12:4-6 (ESV)
You are created exactly as God wanted. He did not
make a mistake, nor did He create you to be like
someone else. He wants to use you with the gifts
and experiences you already have as part of the
greater body of Christ to reach out to the community around you.

*Thank God for who He has made you! Give thanks
that He can take even the worst situations and use
them for the Glory of His kingdom. Ask for forgiveness for desiring to be anything other than who you
were created to be.
*Ask the Lord how He wants to use you as part of
the Church He has placed you in. Thank Him that
you aren’t in this alone!

Feb 11: Illustration
This is the kind of love we are talking about—not
that we once upon a time loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear
away our sins and the damage they’ve done to our
relationship with God. My dear, dear friends, if God
loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each
other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love
one another, God dwells deeply within us, and his
love becomes complete in us—perfect love!1 John
4:10-12 (MSG)
God’s plan for us is that we experience His love by
loving other people. The love of Jesus is not meant
to be experienced in isolation. Though He certainly
meets us where we are, our response to that is
outward (see Psalm 22). God has given us the
Church to be a place to practice and grow in love –
the kind of love God has for us.
*Ask God to turn your focus outward and give you
the boldness to act on what the Lord shows you.
Ask Him to fill you with a love that is not natural, a
love that flows from Him.
*Ask God to help you grow in your understanding
of what His love looks like and that as you grasp
the love God has for you that same love will flow
out to the family He has given you.

Feb 12: Frustration
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in
the Law?” Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And a second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV)
Simply put, sin is not loving God and not loving
others. Often times it is an easier option to sin in
relationships rather than love. This drives a
wedge between us and God, and us and the
people around us. Thankfully, we have been
given the Holy Spirit, the helper (Jn. 14:16, 26) to
guide us (Jn. 16:13) in all things. Relationships are
the primary way we are called to live out our walk
with God and we cannot do it without the Holy
Spirit’s help. God does not expect us to “try
harder” in relationships but rather to lean into
Him, listen to His voice and follow His lead. Without our Helper we will end up failing and frustrated in relationships.
*Confess the actions and attitudes of your heart
that have not been loving. Take time to really
reflect on this and realize how limited we are in
our own capacity to love.
*Ask the Holy Spirit to come and direct you in
your relationships.

Feb 13: Reconciliation

“For if you forgive other people their failures, your
Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you will
not forgive other people, neither will your Heavenly
Father forgive you your failures.” Matthew 6:14, 15
(PHILLIPS)

*Ask the Lord for forgiveness for putting your
desires before God’s.

Forgiveness is so important to God that He will not
forgive you if you don’t forgive others (also see Matthew 18:21-35). It is so important that He included
it in the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:12). It is so important that He wants you to stop worshipping (Matthew 5:23, 24) and go be reconciled. It is so important that Jesus forgave the paralytic before He physically healed him (see Matthew 9:5, 6). Jesus saw
forgiveness as so important that He willingly laid
down His life so that our own sins could be forgiven, removing the divide between us and God.

Feb 15: Perspective

*Thank Jesus for dying so that you could be forgiven of all your sin and rebellion against God.
*Ask the Holy Spirit to show you people that you
need to forgive and ask forgiveness from. Ask for
wisdom as to how to do this and then the courage
to follow through.

Feb 14: Humility
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others. Philippians 2:3, 4
(NIV)
Humility is not something our culture holds in
high regard. This was no different in Jesus’ time
(see Matt. 18, Mk. 9:33-37). However, there are
promises that God reserves for the humble. He
promises to give grace (Js. 4:6, 1 Pet. 5:5) and save
the humble (2 Sam. 22:24). God’s work is to lift us
up, not our own (Lk. 14:11).

*Ask the Holy Spirit to show you ways you can put
others before yourself.

And he sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a
poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who
are contributing to the offering box. Mark 12:41-43
(ESV)

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in
meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.
A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the
apostles performed many miraculous signs and
wonders. And all the believers met together in one
place and shared everything they had. Acts 2:42-44
(NLT)
Actual Christian community is one of the primary
ways the Lord chooses to show His love to the
world. This type of community will not happen
without God-honoring relationships in which
Christ is the centre and celebrated.
*Thank the Lord that he has chosen you WITH us to
act out His love!

Regardless of our knowledge of certain people or *Spend time in worship thanking God how He is
situations, we cannot see them as God does. As we already using you, and how He will continue to do
humble ourselves, knowing we are imperfect and so.
knowing our own need for God, we can begin to
see people through His perspective. He wants to
show you His view and to love the people around
us just has He does. This is not a simple process and
will need to be revisited day after day, month after
month.
*Ask the Lord to see your day through His eyes.
*What is He asking you to do with what you can
now see?

Feb 16: Celebration

