
UNCHANGED
“In a world full of change, He remains the same”



A Message from 
Pastor Glenn...

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye Heavenly Host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Well!  We didn’t see that coming, did we?  2020 was supposed to be the year of Vision and Clarity, or so we 
prophetically opined! This last year has most certainly been revealing.  Maybe it is better that the façade has been
peeled away.  For better or worse, we are who we are, and that is most clearly revealed in times of trouble. The 
Bible is very clear what direction the world is headed, and only the return of Jesus will interrupt its steady march to 
destiny. In the midst of it all, God is still on the Throne.  In fact, I am curious what God is doing! He is still faithful to 
His faithful ones!  He hasn’t stopped moving by His Spirit and He most certainly has not left us or forsaken us! 
 And that gives us a chance to pause and be thankful.  How will the glory of the Lord Jesus be revealed through all 
of this?  What a great ending to the story our Lord is about to write! 

What we are learning is  whether our faith is really in God or in ourselves; whether our strength comes from within
our stamina, or from the Spirit of the Living God.   Does ministry really depend on programs offered i n buildings? 
Does the Body of Christ thrive in our concert halls and classrooms or in our homes and hearts?   

The reality is that circumstances have never been able to resist the Mighty River of the Purposes of God (the title  
of a signature message from CFA founding pastor, Gordon Setterlund, who went home to glory just days ago).  
As we commend the ministry reports to you from this past year, I cannot help but honor those who, like
Pastor Gordon, have been faithful to cope with the most challenging of environments.  We build on the legacy
of many who have gone before, and the Lord will reward each one who has given and continues to give of 
themselves for God’s cause, and for the love of others. 

Looking forward together, we face a new paradigm in which the creative will still thrive, and where those who 
abide in Christ will still bear fruit.  At the end of the first generation of the church, they were scattered everywhere,
earthen vessels filled with precious treasure…in them the hope and life of Christ.  It seems the same is true for us.  
Pushed from our buildings and dispersed into our neighborhoods, let us also take up the challenge of our times 
and be the next generation in a long line of Hebrews 11 Christianity.  May the exploits of God, Who works in us and 
through us, be one day recounted in those most noble words: “Who by faith….”
 

Community Life Ministries

Alpha: Steve King & Shannon Davis
Amazing Greys: Marjorie Copes

Baby Blessing: Pamela Gault
Book Club: Colleen Voth

Freedom Session: Steve King & Kim Penney
International Group: Debbie Terceros

Ladies Morning Out: Kristal Cuthill & Allie Colquhoun
Life Groups: Steve King

Marriage Retreat: Clint & Lesley Schamehorn
Seniors Services: Brian Fuller
Young Adults: Jordan Tarant

Care Ministries
Altar Ministry: Colin Clements

 Visitation: Pastoral Staff
Inner Healing Prayer Ministry: Pastoral Staff

Prayer Chain: Nancy Westad
Elders’ Prayer: Elders

If you ever have any questions about specific ministries within CFA or would like to get 
involved, here you will find a list of people who would love to answer your questions 

and help you get connected. 

You can also find more information on our website or the Church Center app. 

Ministry Leaders of CFA

Children & Youth Ministries
Camp: Rhonda Surowaniec
Foundations of Faith Year 1: Kim Penney
Foundations of Faith Year 2: Greg Forsberg & Emma Forsberg
VBS: Kim Penney
Nursery: Denise Morgan
Preschool: Nancy Westad
Kindergarten: Arlene Clements
Elementary: Sharon Breitkreuz
True You: Kristen Vrabic
Youth: Lance Tyrer

Each year, the Lord calls some of our ministry leaders and staff to step forward into new areas of ministry. We GREATLY 
appreciate every moment that each one of these leaders has invested into the community at CFA and in Grande Prairie. We 

would also like to thank all those volunteers who have served our family in different ministries during 2020. There are too 
many to name individually, but know that you are greatly appreciated! 



First Impressions Team
Connection Point: Kristen Vrabic 
Food & Friends:  Vivian Beuerlein
The Hub Cafe: Susan Cassell
Ushers: Jim George

Creative Arts Ministries
Choir: Leslie Stauffer

Communications: Heather Plett, Amanda Sherwin & Kristen Vrabic
Dance: Natalie Wolfe

Drama: Colleen Voth & Dwayne Westad
Audio: David Forseth

Livestream: Amanda Sherwin
Visual: Amanda Sherwin & Susan Cassell

Worship: Amanda Sherwin, David Forseth, Danica Tyrer
Terry Van Veen, Shanda Fuller, Andrew Vandenhaak, Erik Gault, Ashley Parlee

Missions
Arise : Lynn Vanderveen

Bolivia: Debbie & Rodo Terceros
Caring for Caribbean Communities: Johanna Ruxton

Community Outreach: Connie Nesbitt
Haiti: Rhonda Surwaniec

Deacons
Shannon Davis - Chairperson of the Board

Nicole Forsberg
Jim George

Ashley Parlee
Stephen Sherwin

Rhonda Surowaniec
Debbie Terceros

Elders
Chris Clements
Colin Clements

David Matheson - Secretary of the Board
Dennis Stauffer - Church Treasurer

Staff & Board Members

Staff
Glenn Breitkreuz - Lead Pastor
David Nesbitt - Executive Pastor
Steve King - Community Life Pastor
Kim Penney - Family & Children’s Pastor
Lance Tyrer - Youth Pastor
Amanda Sherwin - Worship & Creative Arts Pastor
Nancy Westad - Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Heather Plett - Communications Coordinator
Susan Cassell - Supervisor of Administration
Inga Giesbrecht - Office Administrator/Bookkeeper
Kristen Vrabic - Office Administrator
Olga Poslavska - Custodian
Steve Henry - Maintenance

Resources
Librarian: Donna Van Veen
Right Now Media: Kristen Vrabic

Care Ministries

Altar Teams are a vital part of our church and are committed to addressing the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the congregation through individual prayer. 

“Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they 
are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5:14

As the need arises, the elders will meet to pray for people and anoint them with oil, as 
instructed in James. If you would like to meet with the elders for prayer, contact Susan 
at the Office and she will schedule an appointment with the elders. 

Elders’ Prayer

 Altar Team

Written by: Nancy Westad 
The events of 2020 have taught us that human 
connection is essential and that God has 
designed us to be in community. In an effort to 
balance care of the most vulnerable and 
remaining in fellowship with one another, Care 
Ministry has truly become a church-wide 
ministry. Congregants desired to reach out and 
minister in their local community and informal 
small groups. This was done naturally as led by 
the Lord. It was beautiful to see life groups 
ensuring their brothers and sisters in the Lord 
were cared for and the use of social media 
made it possible for prayer and physical needs 
to be shared in a timely   manner.  While many 
worldly events may have turned plans 
upside-down and caused much grief and loss, 
the church brought alive the Kingdom of God in 
the lives of the wounded and broken hearted.     
May we continue to be His light as we care for 

one another in 2021.
Shalom.

Prayer Chain

People who have prayer 
requests call the Office or fill 

out a prayer card on our 
website or the Church 

Center app,  and the Office, 
in turn, initiates the prayer 

warriors through email. 

We would like to thank 
those on the team for their 

willingness to “pray 
continually” and “give 

thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18). It 
is such a blessing to know 
that there are people who 
will stand behind our CFA 

community in prayer!

The victory that Christ promises us is complete. He has promised that knowing the 
truth will set us free. 

At CFA, we base our Inner Healing Prayer Ministry on Neil Anderson’s “Steps to 
Freedom.” This model is a step-by-step guide to help people resolve personal and 
spiritual conflicts, break free from bondage and renew the mind, and experience daily 
victory as a child of God. Many thanks to the pastoral staff and volunteers, who are 
called and gifted to pray with people, helping them along in their journey to victory in 
Christ. 

Inner Healing Prayer Ministry



Kids Connection looks a bit different this year due to COVID 
protocols. We have a new sign-in process and smaller 
classes. Our Sunday morning program, currently for kids 
from Preschool to Grade 4, is designed to help children 
learn in a loving, safe, and age-appropriate environment. In 
all of our classes we intentionally focus on the truth of God’s 
Word, how it impacts our daily lives and how we can share it 
with others around us. Children are invited to publicly 
express their faith and commitment to God by being 
baptized, and two students were baptized this year. Our 
Sunday morning programs are made possible because of 
our many volunteers. THANK YOU, Volunteers, for 
partnering with parents in our kids’ spiritual growth.

Kids Connection

Written by: Pastor Kim

The passion of CFA Children’s Ministry is to see the lives of kids 
in our community transformed through the knowledge of God 

and a personal relationship with Jesus. 

Our vision and prayer is that our kids will  
KNOW Jesus, LIVE the Bible and LOVE Others.

 

Children’s & Youth Ministries

Our annual Vacation Bible School was cancelled in 2020 due to 
COVID restrictions. however, with some creativity/flexibility, we 
are hoping to get back ON TRACK, and look forward to having 
you join us ABOARD ROCKY RAILWAY!

Our two-year discipleship program, called 
Foundations of Faith, allows kids in Grades 4-6 to dig 

deeper spiritually. Year 1 is led by Kim Penney and 
Year 2 by Emma and Greg Forsberg. Now in its 14th 

year, this program has had 149 participants (10 
currently). It has been exciting to see the kids put 

their faith into action and follow the command to be 
“doers of the Word, and not hearers only.” (James 1:22)

Foundations of Faith

    It has no doubt become cliché to open 
this report by saying this past year has 
been a difficult one. CFA Youth Ministry 
came out of the summer of 2019 with great 
energy and spiritual momentum – a great 
deal of which is owed to the spiritual 
development of many teens during our 
annual Teen Camp, and their  intentionality 
to carry that energy into their school year. 
As a result, we were able to delve deeper 
into the elements that we felt were 
uniquely ours to offer as a Youth Ministry: a 
place where teens could find community 
and explore faith together. Our many 
volunteers and I worked hard to share this 
environment with the teens through fun 
games, an emphasis on getting to know 
one another, and frequent worship nights 
and Youth Alpha study events. By the time 
the early months of 2020 had rolled in, our 
highest attended, most engaged nights 
were the worship nights – led by Amanda 
Sherwin, Danica Tyrer, and    others of the 
worship ministry, often playing solo or in 
pairs . We were optimistic that this 
momentum would carry through the year 
and excited to see where it led. 

March 2020 would bring everything to a 
sudden halt. Not only did we lose a 
beloved member of our Youth family, 
Tianna Frey, but days later came the first 
wave of shutdowns and physical distancing 
orders that would frustrate all of our plans 
and effectively stop our programming for 
months to come. Unfortunately, a lot of my 
energy, along with the rest of the CFA staff, 
went into figuring out how to continue to 
offer the essentials of our local church, 
namely online Sunday services. Coupled 
with the almost darkly comical number of 
personal challenges that seemed to crop 
up with the pandemic (as I’m sure many 
can relate to), and the gloriously bright 
point of the birth of my daughter, Mae, the 
summer of 2020 saw next to nothing in the 

way of Youth Ministry. By analogy, it was 
like the doldrums, those windless regions 
of the sea that left sails slack and sluggish.

Yet there comes a time where you simply 
have to adapt, dig in your heels, and push 
back against the inertia – especially when 
the thing you’re struggling for is precious 
and potentially life-changing for teens. We 
launched into Fall of 2020 embracing the 
realities of physical distancing and masks, 
continuing to meet in safe ways to worship, 
study the Bible, and interact with one 
another in small groups as we were able. A 
part of me doubted that this would be 
enough, and that the teens would not want 
to attend. So it came as a surprise when 
many teens and parents made a point of 
telling me how appreciative they were that 
we were doing something. I mean, we all 
miss how we used to interact as a Youth 
Ministry. But in a world where suddenly you 
can’t really socialize or mix with friends at 
school, our Friday Youth Worship Nights 
became a place where teens were able to 
continue to enjoy the relationships and 
emotional/spiritual support we offer.

These last few months are a highlight of 
the challenges, but also the hopeful 
potential, of the future of CFA Youth 
Ministry. The new round of social gathering 
restrictions led us to move our program 
online, doing live video messages and 
crafting our CFA Youth Ministry Discord 
server, a private text/voice/video chat app 
that continues to allow us to stay connect-
ed with teens and play games online. We 
have just recently gone back to offering 
small group gatherings on Friday nights, as 
well as occasional outdoor  gatherings, in 
order to offer the in-person connection and 
support that is so essential to our purpose 
as a ministry. Moving forward, we are excit-
ed to continue to build a volunteer team 
specifically around  offering online content 

 Continued on next page...



2020 Highlights: 
Well, 2020 certainly took a turn to say the least! As with so many programs and ministries 
we had to take a knee this past year. Initially I felt some welcome relief from the stress of 
fundraising and the pressure of trying to find enough volunteers to make sure our Camps 
run smoothly. However, as the dates for Camp approached this past summer, I felt a 
sense of grief and loss. I missed all the relational aspects of planning and preparing for 
Camp. These included meetings with the fabulous Camp Cooks where Shawn Penney 
would try and convince me to open up the Camp budget to include a steak and lobster 
supper. I missed the many meetings with Kim Penney and Lance (I am not sure that 
Lance really missed not having those meetings J). I also missed my many meetings (a.k.a 
coffee dates) with the Camp Registrar. I missed meetings with the counselors (again, I am 
not sure they have missed not having those meetings). And I especially missed one of my 
favourite parts of Camp which is watching it all come together - seeing children, youth 
and everyone else do life together is just the best part of Camp. 
 
Summer 2021 –Continuing to Take a Knee, Look 

for a New Home and Prayer:
While we are hopeful that Camp will be up and running at some point soon, given the 
uncertainty that continues to surround COVID and the ability to have most people 
vaccinated if they so choose before the Summer months, we won’t be able to offer Camp 
in the traditional sense again this year. 

Why has CFA run a child and youth summer camp program for over 30 years? Simply 
put, a Christian camp has the potential to influence and leave a lasting impression on 
the lives of children and youth for Christ. Not only has this been true in my own person-
al relationship with Christ, but I have met many individuals who have shared how Camp 
has been a turning point in their relationship with the Lord. Camp is about getting 
disconnected from social media and the busyness and distraction of daily life and 
getting more connected to God. Camp provides the opportunity for an individual to 
accept Christ into their heart, or to renew or deepen his or her relationship with Him, 
through fun, relationship, challenging words from Camp speakers, and prayer and 
encouragement from those around us. So, Why camp? Jesus loves Camp and Camp has 
IMPACT. 
 

Our Camp
Discipleship: Our summer camp program began over 25 years ago with a group of 
people who were passionate about coming alongside children and youth. 

Taking time to build-up and focus on our relationship with Jesus and others: For two 
weeks each summer, Camp provides the opportunity for those young, old and in-be-
tween, to jump into a ‘generational melting pot’ as we play, EAT, learn, grow, work and 
just ‘do life together.’

apxn: We chose the Greek, apxn, which means “beginning” and the scripture Philippians 
1:6 to symbolize how people describe their Camp experience. Camp provides the 
opportunity to get away from ‘regular’ life for a time of renewal, regreshing, transforma-

Written by: Rhonda Surowaniec

and connection and support that is so essential to our purpose as a ministry. Moving forward, we 
are excited to continue to build a volunteer team specifically around  offering online content and 
connection. 

This will be a means of staying engaged with teens outside of our other programs, and especially 
to connect with those that can’t make it to our in-person programming. We are planning on 
building more of a small group emphasis in our Friday Night programming – not only because it 
will allow us to meet under most Covid-19 restrictions, but because it offers many teens more of an 
opportunity to be known and build the relationships that will lead to a fullness of life. And we look 
forward to when restrictions ease enough for us to offer the elements of our old ways that worked 
well, such as worship services and fun activities that made for fun and friendships.

Yes, things are not the same as they were, and in so many ways it feels like we are rebuilding from 
scratch, but the beautiful lesson we’ve learned in all of this is that, at the end of the day, teens crave 
a caring community. We can change how we do Youth Ministry a thousand times, and each 
iteration will still just be a means to an end, to having the perfect excuse to bring people together 
– in person and online – to build relationships and explore faith together. On the evening of Friday, 
February 26th I sat with a small group of teens, built Play Doh sculptures, and chatted.
It was more than enough. And a beginning.

Youth Ministry Continued ...

True You is a care group for girls in Grades 5-6 that meets on alternating Tuesdays. During 
our time together we learn about the importance of finding our identity in Jesus and viewing 
ourselves as Jesus views us. We do worksheets, memorize Scripture, journal, make crafts 
and pray for one another.  

In June of 2020, we had a year-end party at the Vrabic residence where we had a BBQ, 
swam, had a treasure hunt and celebrated each of the girls. It was so encouraging to see all 
of them since we had to discontinue in March because of Covid restrictions.  

In September of 2020, I was contemplating whether or not to begin True You. It seemed so 
complicated to implement all of the new regulations and not worth the time or effort. God 
told me to trust Him and that He would take care of all of the details.  

In November of 2020, I began my seventh season of True You with nine girls registered. I 
quickly realized that the girls and I needed this time together. It is refreshing to be able to 

Written by: Kristen Vrabic

meet in person. They are so adaptable to the new way of meeting 
and God has definitely taken care of all of the details. It is very 

exciting to  anticipate what God is going to do and how He is going 
to speak to us every time that we meet! 



We want those who attend our CFA Sunday gatherings to feel welcomed and also to 
create an environment whereby we can hear what God’s Spirit is speaking and be 

challenged to grow deeper in  our walk with Him. We encourage people to get 
plugged in and connected to others, helping people become equipped for Kingdom 

ministry wherever we gather. Being in a church community is a lot like being in a 
family, and so we want to help our family grow healthy.

As you can imagine, 2020 presented a challenge for us as we had to rethink how 
gathering together looked over this past year. With new and changing COVID 

restrictions we have had to learn new ways    to connect through technology and 
adapt to what gathering in person could look like. Whether we are   gathering in the 
church sanctuary, gathering around a screen at home with family, or listening in our 

car while driving, we have made intentional efforts to keep us all connected even 
though we are physically separate.

One of the aspects of Community Life is that it tends to bleed over into many of the 
other ministries at CFA. I have included in this section reports from the various 

ministries I directly oversee:

Community Life

Written by: Pastor Steve

Freedom Session is a healing-discipleship 12-step program. It is comprised of a 
teaching component, small group participation, and personal reflection through 

homework assignments. It is comprised of two sections. The first is Freedom 
Session, which is a 20-week journey dealing with the past in facing the truth and 

finding healing. The second section is Authentic Living, an 8-week ministry 
equipping  people to continue walking in freedom in the present instead of 

slipping back into habits and patterns that entangle. The length of the program is 
both one of its strengths and also a weakness. It can be an obstacle to commit 

such a large block of time, but it takes time to build community and trust, to do the 
hard work of digging into the broken areas of our lives, and to invite Jesus into all of 

those places to bring about healing.

Our inaugural year of Freedom Session was a great success! We had over 50 
people graduate from this program despite being hampered by the arrival of 

COVID in March 2020. Once COVID hit we had to move the remaining seven weeks 
online which put a damper on the momentum we had been experiencing. We were 
also disappointed that we had to cancel our planned graduation event in May and 
our guest speaker, Freedom Session author Ken Dyck. Despite the challenges, we 
have heard stories of changed lives and of new avenues of freedom that people 

have been experiencing in their lives as  they journeyed through the program, 
implementing the tools, and trusting in Jesus’ salvation.

Based on the feedback we received at the end of Freedom Session, we decided to 
split Freedom Session into it’s two distinct parts. We will run the 20-week Freedom 

Session component in the winter and then we will run the Authentic Living 
component in the fall, expanding it to an 11-week program instead of the original 

eight weeks. The reason for this change is to allow more time to process the 
journal well  and to give more time to teach and implement the tools offered in 

Authentic Living.

This year, we are running Freedom Session with 35 participants alongside 11 
facilitators. Most of our facilitators were facilitators or graduates of our program in 

the previous year. We want to acknowledge them and thank them for their 
commitment to this ministry. It is no small task to make a five month commitment, 
giving your time and a listening ear, including doing the work of processing your 

own stuff. As pastors, we to recognize that you become pastors to your groups. You 
may not always see it  that way, but that is the truth of what you are doing and it is 

encouraging and heart-warming for us to watch.

We also want to draw attention to our faithful team of snack providers each week – 
Vivian, Melissa, and Kendra. All three of these ladies went through Freedom 

Session in the first year and volunteered to serve the ministry this year. Thank you 
so much for your help each week! I also want to thank Pastor Kim Penney for her 

administrative ability and her co-leadership in this ministry. She was also a big help 
in editing this report.

   

Since joining the staff of CFA in 2017 I have often been asked about my specific role at 
our church. What exactly does the Community Life Pastor do? Typically, my response 
has been something along the lines  of overseeing small groups and helping people 

connect in the church. This past year has given me time  to reflect on that answer and 
to give a clearer picture of what the role of Community Life Pastor is about and where I 

see things changing and growing.

In a nutshell, the purpose of Community Life is to help all our gatherings be meaning-
ful, and life-giving  as well as giving opportunity to create new avenues for us to 

connect and grow as the body of Christ.   For me personally, I want to keep our vision 
of ‘Be With Him and Be Like Him’ in focus. I am constantly evaluating the things we do 

to better understand how it fits into this calling that God has placed on the hearts of 
our church leadership as to the direction God has been leading us.

As we continue to take a knee, may it be a time that we seek The Lord, and find unique 
and meaningful ways to connect and continue to build relationship across generations. 
We are continuing to brainstorm ways that we might be able to offer some sort of Camp 
experience while working within the current COVID guidelines (no guarantees or 
promises), so stay tuned for updates! 

Pray:

We are still looking for a new Camp home. Please pray with us for the Lord’s direction in 
finding a Camp home. If you know of any possible Camp locations that can 
accommodate about 130+ people, please connect with Rhonda or one of the CFA Staff 
or Board 



Alpha is a ministry tool used in 169 countries throughout the world that focuses on 
building community and exploring the core tenants of the Christian faith. Over the course 
of 10-12 weeks it offers a safe environment for participants to learn about and grow in a 
relationship with Jesus through video presentations and group discussion by addressing 
questions like ‘Who is Jesus?’, ‘Why did He have to Die?’, and ‘Does God Answer Prayer?’

In 2020 we were forced to revisit how Alpha is run. For the first time, we ran 'Alpha Online', 
where participants met virtually through Zoom. We started with 10 people and, for the first 
time, ended with as many as we started with. While it was unfortunate to lose out on the 
shared meal experience that normally is part of Alpha, the guests seemed to feel very 
comfortable in their own homes, allowing them to regularly enter into deep conversations 
about God and the Bible.

Alpha brings together the experience of Real Relationships coupled with an excellent 
presentation of God’s Truth in a welcoming environment to create a unique setting to 
share the gospel message with those who are willing to explore. Our goal is that every 
person at CFA will take Alpha at least once and will invite at least one other person to 
Alpha with them. We will offer Alpha again in the fall, so if you know someone 
– a neighbour, co-worker, or friend – who is open to exploring the 
Christian faith, I encourage you to sign up and bring them along!

I want to thank Shannon Davis for his co-leadership in 

Alpha

Written by: Marjorie Copes

This year has been a different year for the seniors of our church, community, and our 
country. Who would have thought that isolation would last so long? We have no 

experience to base our thoughts on. For this reason, Amazing Greys did not meet this year. 
Gatherings were planned but did not materialize. To be   honest, at this point we have 

nothing planned. We have thoughts on how to bring a gathering together, but we would 
like less restrictions and warmer weather. Soon, we hope!

When asked to do a report, I decided to call every senior, which was difficult as my number 
was not     recognized and therefore, not answered! Those that I did talk to were in good 
moods and relatively    content, except lonesome for family and friends. These beautiful 

Christians are so resilient!

I am planning a time to meet with distancing, waving and laughing together. As soon as 
conditions allow, we should be good to go. Looking forward to seeing everyone again!

In the meantime, “Let us continually offer our sacrifice of praise to God by proclaiming the 
glory of His name.” Hebrews 13:15

Life Groups

Amazing Greys

Life Groups are one of those ministries that has been greatly hindered by the 
various lockdowns and  restrictions we have had to navigate. Heading into 2020, 
we were working at adding more Life Groups by engaging people to  consider 
facilitating those groups as well as hoping to host a larger group at the church for 
those who were interested in joining a group. It never entered into our minds that 
we would not be able to meet as we always had.

Some groups tried moving online with mixed success. Some groups have gone 
on pause. And some groups have decided to disband. Knowing the importance of 
small groups and this being one of my     major roles, I can only confess the sense 
of uncertainty I feel as to how to move groups forward. One thing that is evident 
in light of this past year, though, is the need for connection in smaller groups.

Throughout the year we have seen people meeting in small cohort groups for 
Sunday church, small group Bible studies, and Freedom Session triads. All of 
these are the types of things we want to be intentional in growing. One of my 
goals was to rework the framework of Life Group ministry into the larger covering 
of Small Group ministry. Whether you call it a Life Group, a care group, a home 
Bible study, or a group who gathers to pray for each other, the goal is to have 
people being intentional to meet in smaller groups where we can encourage and 
strengthen one another. Our goal in building   small groups is to foster Real 
Relationships that are centred on us ‘Being with Christ and Becoming  likeChrist’. 
The idea behind Life Groups has been to foster these types of groups. We want 
these groups to grow naturally and holistically around the common goal of being 
intentional to cultivate relationships and to grow as disciples. Our prayer is that 
we can eventually return to doing this in   ways that bring people together in 
homes and coffee shops throughout our city, but in the meantime  we want to 
experiment with the technology we have at our disposal (as you will/are seeing 
in our Lent series) and we want to dream about the types of groups that can exist 
in our church. Please be patient as we make changes and discern the best paths 
forward.

We are asking God to help us create a culture within our church where, among 
other things, we are   intentional in living in Real Relationships, growing deeper in 
God’s Truth, and encouraging each other with a Kingdom Perspective. I am 
choosing to see 2020 as an opportunity to step back, refocus, and reimagine how 
God wants to build a healthy Church. If you are passionate about meeting in small 
groups and see their importance, I would love to talk with you! Call me or send 
me an email and let’s build this ministry together.



Our hope going forward is to continue doing 
short studies so that we are able to create 
more small groups as there is interest. A 
couple of ladies have expressed interest in an 
online study group, but   we don’t have 
someone who is able to facilitate leading this 
kind of group at this time. It has been  
wonderful to see ladies willing to take on 
leadership of a small group.

Allie and I have had to adapt the way we lead 
as a team this year, as Allie has needed to 
step back so that she can focus on her family. 
Up until January, she was living full-time in 
Edmonton while Bo was  in hospital 
undergoing surgeries and recoveries and lots 
of medical uncertainty. We would appreciate 
your prayers as we look ahead. Allie and 
Colton have decided that the next step for 
their family is to sell their house and move to 
Edmonton so that they can be close to the 
specialists and medical  technology that Bo 
will need on an ongoing basis. We know that 
God already knows who will fill her place 
when she moves, and trust that He will let us 
know who that is when the time is right.

Thank you once again for your ongoing 
support of this ministry and the trust you 
place in us as leaders. And thank you to all of 
those who have encouraged us and helped 
us to become comfortable in our roles as 
ministry leaders.

We are so thankful that we have been able to 
continue the ministry of Ladies’ Morning Out 
this year! God is so good! Things are a lot 
simpler than usual, and we are a much smaller 
group, but it is so good to be able to meet in 
person again and share our struggles, pray 
together, and encourage each other. 

We started out in October with 12 ladies (plus 
kids) in 3 small groups, meeting social 
distancing style in our living rooms. We spent 2 
months learning how to study Philippians in 
depth, one chapter a week, using the READ 
method by Cyndee Ownbey (R- Record, 
E- Explore, A- Apply, D- Do). In January, we 
started studying Ephesians using the same 
method with 10 ladies (plus kids) in 2 small 
groups. It almost feels normal again! We have 
not resumed our usual childcare program this 
year, and so those  of us with young kids have 
been meeting in the Elementary area so that 
the kids have a classroom   open that they are 
able to play in while we meet in the next room. 
Our costs this year have been very   minimal, as 
we were able to download our study materials 
for a small fee and have permission to print as 
many copies as needed without any additional 
cost so the workbooks have been provided to 
the  ladies for no cost. Thank you to all of those 
who have 
encouraged us and helped us to become 
comfortable in our roles as ministry leaders.

     We were able, and very thankful, to be able to hold the annual marriage retreat in Jasper 
this past October. Despite the obvious challenges of holding an in-person gathering with all 
of the restrictions in place, the event was well attended and successful. We were fortunate 
that the hotel was very accommodating and worked with us to make the retreat possible. 
We were blessed to have Simon and Ruth Clarence of Two-Gether Ministries as our 
speakers for the weekend, and their presentation on healthy conflict in marriage was 
universally well received by those attending.

We are planning in faith for the retreat this year that in spite of the current regulations we 
will be able to hold another successful event and that those couples attending would be 
blessed, encouraged, and strengthened in their marriages. We have asked Dr. Simon Sheh 
to speak again this year, as he has spoken a number of times in the past at our retreat, and 
we have personally benefited from his teaching, as we know many other couples have. We 
ask for prayer that the retreat will be able to go ahead, and we will continue planning for this 
October believing that God will make a way as He did last year.

  
As with most ministries, CFA Young Adults had to quickly adapt to 
social distancing requirements brought on by the pandemic. Our 

small groups, led by Chantelle Loewen and Macey Baxmann, made 
the transition from meeting in-person to connecting over Zoom. 

Despite this challenging adjustment, groups made the most of it as 
they continued mingling, studying God’s Word, and praying for each 

other. This new online format made room for Young Adults who 
moved away to reconnect with us virtually. 

 

Written by: Clint & Lesley Schamehorn

Written by: Kristal Cuthill & Allie Colquhoun

Ladies Morning Out

Young Adults
Written by: Jon Nesbitt
& Jordan Tarant

Marriage Retreat

    It has no doubt become cliché to open 
this report by saying this past year has 
been a difficult one. CFA Youth Ministry 
came out of the summer of 2019 with great 
energy and spiritual momentum – a great 
deal of which is owed to the spiritual 
development of many teens during our 
annual Teen Camp, and their  intentionality 
to carry that energy into their school year. 
As a result, we were able to delve deeper 
into the elements that we felt were 
uniquely ours to offer as a Youth Ministry: a 
place where teens could find community 
and explore faith together. Our many 
volunteers and I worked hard to share this 
environment with the teens through fun 
games, an emphasis on getting to know 
one another, and frequent worship nights 
and Youth Alpha study events. By the time 
the early months of 2020 had rolled in, our 
highest attended, most engaged nights 
were the worship nights – led by Amanda 
Sherwin, Danica Tyrer, and    others of the 
worship ministry, often playing solo or in 
pairs . We were optimistic that this 
momentum would carry through the year 
and excited to see where it led. 

March 2020 would bring everything to a 
sudden halt. Not only did we lose a 
beloved member of our Youth family, 
Tianna Frey, but days later came the first 
wave of shutdowns and physical distancing 
orders that would frustrate all of our plans 
and effectively stop our programming for 
months to come. Unfortunately, a lot of my 
energy, along with the rest of the CFA staff, 
went into figuring out how to continue to 
offer the essentials of our local church, 
namely online Sunday services. Coupled 
with the almost darkly comical number of 
personal challenges that seemed to crop 
up with the pandemic (as I’m sure many 
can relate to), and the gloriously bright 
point of the birth of my daughter, Mae, the 
summer of 2020 saw next to nothing in the 

way of Youth Ministry. By analogy, it was 
like the doldrums, those windless regions 
of the sea that left sails slack and sluggish.

Yet there comes a time where you simply 
have to adapt, dig in your heels, and push 
back against the inertia – especially when 
the thing you’re struggling for is precious 
and potentially life-changing for teens. We 
launched into Fall of 2020 embracing the 
realities of physical distancing and masks, 
continuing to meet in safe ways to worship, 
study the Bible, and interact with one 
another in small groups as we were able. A 
part of me doubted that this would be 
enough, and that the teens would not want 
to attend. So it came as a surprise when 
many teens and parents made a point of 
telling me how appreciative they were that 
we were doing something. I mean, we all 
miss how we used to interact as a Youth 
Ministry. But in a world where suddenly you 
can’t really socialize or mix with friends at 
school, our Friday Youth Worship Nights 
became a place where teens were able to 
continue to enjoy the relationships and 
emotional/spiritual support we offer.

These last few months are a highlight of 
the challenges, but also the hopeful 
potential, of the future of CFA Youth 
Ministry. The new round of social gathering 
restrictions led us to move our program 
online, doing live video messages and 
crafting our CFA Youth Ministry Discord 
server, a private text/voice/video chat app 
that continues to allow us to stay connect-
ed with teens and play games online. We 
have just recently gone back to offering 
small group gatherings on Friday nights, as 
well as occasional outdoor  gatherings, in 
order to offer the in-person connection and 
support that is so essential to our purpose 
as a ministry. Moving forward, we are excit-
ed to continue to build a volunteer team 
specifically around  offering online content 



Book Club
Written by : Colleen Voth 

I am so grateful for technology these days 
- something funny for a book lover to say, 
right? I am so glad that we have things like 
Zoom and Google Meets that we have 
been able to use to stay connected when 
we couldn’t meet in person. This has been 
a year of many changes for us, but not at 
the heart of things. It’s been wonderful to 
be connected with lovely ladies who share 
a love for reading. We have continued in 
our monthly reading and , even though our 
getting together looks different every 
month, we still enjoy our monthly 
“get-togethers”. When the pandemic 
started, I admit I was a little overwhelmed, 
but it was so nice to see familiar faces, 
even if only on the screen. We were super 
excited over Summer to be able to have 
some outdoor gatherings and hybrid 
meetings (some people in person and 
some people online). It has also been great 
to get together at the church for meetings 
as well. We had a great   Christmas “party” 
online and are looking forward to some 
interesting reads coming up! It always   
amazes me the interesting books that 
people find that I would never have read 
otherwise. We are definitely looking 
forward to when we can gather in peoples’ 
homes again and freely share food and fun 
without masks! That said, this experience 
has shown us how adaptable we can be 
and how no matter what the format, we still 
have meaningful connections and 
conversations. If you’re interested in joining 
us, please let me know, and join us for a 

year of fun, friends, and books! 

Download 
the Church 
Center app 
today and 
stay up to 
date on all 

the 
ministries 
that are 

happening 
in the
CFA

Community 

After 3 ½ years of overseeing the CFA Young Adults I decided to step 
down from my role as coordinator in June 2020. In His goodness, God 
gave me a passion for helping people feel they belong. Jesus desires 

for people to undisputedly know they are seen, heard, and matter. I 
was honored to co-labour with the Holy Spirit in making the ministry a 
community where this truth could be realized. A great big thank you to 

everyone involved over the years!
 

It is with great excitement that I introduce Jordan Tarant as the new 
coordinator of the Young Adult  Ministry. I can’t think of a better fit for 

this role. It brings me joy and peace knowing this ministry is in the care 
of Jordan, and more importantly Jesus Christ.

-Jon

  

I came back to Grande Prairie in May after completing my 4th year 
of Bible College and I hit the ground running. Jon Nesbitt began 

meeting with me and training me to do what he had been doing for 
the past few years in leading Young Adults. We were meeting over 

Zoom at the time and then we transitioned to meeting in person 
outside at peoples’ houses. We did this for a month or two and then 

took a break throughout the summer, only meeting a few times to 
simply hang out and socialize. 

In Fall we began meeting up again and at least one new person was 
showing up every week. This was  exciting to see. It was evident that 

people were longing for community. We met for about three 
months and then the latest restrictions came out in November. We 

kept meeting, abiding by the new rules with masks and social 
distancing. Only a few people were coming out during this time. In 
December, I decided to put meeting for Young Adults on “Pause”. 

This had a little to do with Covid, but mostly because my schedule 
in the new year didn’t give me much time to plan and organize each 
night. I’m in prayer about when I should start up again. I know there 
are a lot of Young Adults that are needing a good community and I 

look forward to partnering with Holy Spirit in the near future to 
accomplish His will.

 - Jordan 



Stepping into the role of Pastor during a global 
pandemic is not at all how I imagined it to be! 
Job descriptions were thrown out the window 
and we all adjusted to these new times. Praise 
the Lord, not only for His guidance and 
wisdom during all these changes and 
challenges, but also for the new ways of being 
able to connect and grow together as the 
body of Christ. . I am excited to share with you 
how it all unfolded for our Creative Arts 
Ministry so here we go.

 Worship: We were one of the few ministries 
that was able to keep rolling during the tides 
of 2020. While it took us a minute to adjust and 
things definitely didn’t look anything like what 
we were used to. I am so proud of our team 
and the hard work that they put in this past 
year. 

We were unable to provide our regular 
worship for March 22nd but after a very long 
week of making sure every little detail was in 
order, on March 29th we were able to 
incorporate a time of worship through music 
into the service, a little different than what we 
were used to, but Praise the Lord we could 
continue to worship together even while we 
were in our own homes!

 As I am sure you all were, we were unsure as 
to how long or how extensive this was all 
going to be so we made the decision to keep 
our ministry team as safe as possible and we 
adjusted teams to only be a few leaders and 
one audio tech.

Cautiously, we added in more and more 
people to the point that almost our entire 
team is now back and involved in worship. We 
moved from 4 big teams to 8 small ones to 
properly space and accommodate our 
recording programs/set up. Thank you to our 
new and returning leaders who have stepped 
in to make that happen.

(Thanks to David, Terry, Danica, Erik, Shanda, 
Ashley and Andrew.

 While we have no date set at this time, we are 
working towards having live music as part of 
our worship services again. We respect and 
are following the recommendations of AHS 
very closely but we do greatly miss the 
opportunity to lead you all in person. We just 
want to do it safely. Both for you as the 
congregation, and for those who serve on our 
team.  Masks are being used, We have plexi 
glass sheilds being made, and we are starting 
training on the audio side of the livestream. If 
you would like to join us in pursing this part of 
ministry please let me know.

I just want to say a HUGE thank you to Steve 
Welwood who ran sound almost every week 
for pretty much the entire year while we 
recorded these worship times. As well as, 
David Forseth, who not only stepped in and 
helped with the leading, but who has spent 
endless hours editing every worship set so 
that you can hear the best sound possible. Our 
sound tech’s are now returning to our weekly 
rehearsal sessions and are learning the ropes 
of recording and in ear monitors.

Is the ministry of people who put the lyrics for 
the songs and scriptures are displayed on the 
screen in the sanctuary. While we are 
recording worship, I have been editing each 
worship video to put the lyrics in so that you 
are able to worship along with us from 
wherever you are joining in. Our Visual team is 
expanding to include a position for the 
Live-stream team. Let me know if you would 
like to join this team so that we can continue to 
do ministry like this. 

Clint Schamehorn who stepped in 

when everything was first shut down 

and shared his knowledge and skill 

when it came to filming and editing 

these videos. It was a GIANT weight off 

of our shoulders and helped Pastor 

Lance, Pastor Steve and I learn more to 

help us keep the ball rolling. 

Ryan Plett who built us a beautiful 

backdrop to help us create a cozy and 

intimate space to film our services. 

Russell Breitkreuz who perfectly 

stained the backdrop. 

Tamara Ruxton who built us that 

gorgeous Be with Him Be like Him sign

   This aspect of 2020, brought on a lot of joy for 
me personally this year. I love being able to 
think of new ways to do things and integrating 
the choir into our services was no different. We 
were able to record each voice individually so 
that masks were not necessary. By doing this 
we were able to include more people than we 
would normally be able to on Sunday’s due to 
schedules and things like that so the end 
result was amazing! Listening to it all together  
was incredible to hear the voices of 
worshipers rise up in praise together. Oh, how 
I have missed that! We were also able to 
include the choir in our Christmas Eve service 
by filming and recording them all separately 
as well (I would highly recommend having a 
listen through on our YouTube channel just to 
hear that awesome blend of voices). 

“2020 was an interesting year for the 
choir. Social distancing and masks were 
added into the mix. Even with the unique-
ness of the year and that challenges that 
needed to be overcome to be able to 
worship as a group, God was with us. 
What didn’t change was our desire to 
serve and worship our Lord in song and 
harmony while building community and 
relationships with each other. We contin-

ue to ride the worship wave with God.” 
 - Leslie Stauffer, Choir Director

Choir

“But the time is coming - indeed it’s here now - when true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. For 

God is spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. - John 4: 23-24”

Creative Arts Ministry
Written by: Pastor Amanda

Audio

Visual

Thank You!



After many weeks of trouble shooting, we are finally live-streaming our services. This has taken a 
lot of pressure off of our Pastors who are speaking as they would have to have their sermons ready 
by Thursday in order to record it and have the service edited for you to 
participate with on Sundays. When services opened up again, this doubled their work load as they 
would have to preach it to the camera on Thursday then again twice on Sundays. While we were all 
very happy to do it, we are equally happy to be able to put our energy into other aspects of ministry.  
Live-streaming still has some bugs to be worked out and honestly we are at the mercy of our inter-
net provider each week to see if we are going to have the bandwidth to actually stream. We are 
working very hard at making sure that services are available to you, and no matter what they will be, 
just sometimes they may be available a little later than our 9 am service. We appreciate your 
patience and prayers as we continue to invest into this ministry. We want to see the Kingdom of 
God grow and getting the gospel out to the world through technology is a great way to do that. If 
you would like to pour into the lives of people who are engaging with services outside our church 
walls we invite you to join this ministry. All training is provided.

One thing 2020 brought us is the ability to get 
more information to you in multiple ways, and it 
has been both a challenge and a lot of fun. 

You can now engage with our church 
community all week long through our YouTube 
channel, our social media pages, community 
Facebook group,  podcast, website, and app.  

YouTube: Here you can find all of our Sunday 
Services, (Worship and sermons) since March 
2020. There is also devotional content that our 
Pastors and leadership of the church put out 
throughout 2020 that is available at any time.  
We are continuing to livestream our services to 
YouTube and are hoping to put up some more 
fun content for you throughout the year. 

Social Media & Community Group: As far as 
social media goes, we have Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. Along with YouTube. During 2020 
we have been mainly using these avenues to get 
information about ministry and services out to 
you. However with our Facebook page we also 
have a group. CFA Online Community. In 2021, 
we are looking to focus more on the Social side 
and less on the Media side of social media. We 
aim to create a place that people can gather 
from the comfort of their own homes and still 
connect with the people of God .

Moving forward with communications and our 
online community: We are looking at new ways 
to grow together as an online community and 
are excited about the new places God will take 
us through this new way to connect. We invite 
you to join us as we pursue our five pillars (Real 
Relationships, God’s Truth, Intentional 
Discipleship, Exceptional Stewardship and 
Kingdom Perspective) through our online 
community. Stay tuned for more exciting 
information. 

Ways to get involved: 
We are looking for people with graphic design, 
website or tech knowledge to help us achieve 
these goals. If you are interested you can 
connect with myself (Pastor Amanda) or our 
Communications Coordinator, Heather Plett.

Food and Friends

Our Connection Point ministry started only a few short years ago. This ministry was 
brought in to be a connection place for people who were new to CFA but also to greet 
people and be an information hub if it was needed. 

2020 brought about some challenges but also some exciting changes to the way we 
do things..Our Connection Point is just one of those ministries that got an “upgrade”. 
With registrations for services now needed, we have shifted our connection point team 
to include Check in desk. When you walk in the building you are greeted by one of our 
Pastors and then you head over to one of our volunteers in the foyer who will help you 
find your seat. 

It has been such a treat for those who have been on this team getting to connect with 
each of you. 

For the online side of things, since last March we have an live chat host each Sunday to 
connect with you while you engage with services online. Come say hi, share a prayer 
request or even ask us a question. We are looking forward to connecting with you!

Written by : Vivian  Beuerlein

We were very quiet this year! Joan Samuelson served supper for 3 
board meetings before Covid restrictions came into play. We 
were able to serve snacks for Freedom Session weekly during 
January, February and until mid-March. A big thank you to Lori 
Fleming and Ardis Lawrence for their faithful service. In February,    
we served coffee breaks for a Worship Seminar and then in 
mid-March we served snacks for Tianna Frey's  funeral. In 
November we served coffee break for Alpha. We were able to 
make soup for Rotary House in      December on a much smaller 
scale (15 gal.) and have been able to provide 5-10 gal. of soup  to 
the Friendship Centre Community Kitchen each month as 
needed. I am grateful to the volunteers who helped in prep and 
serving these events. Thank you to the volunteers also who made 

soup at home to be used at the Friendship Centre.
 

We are looking forward to serving our people in the future and 
are blessed to have so many volunteers willing to help out.

Connection Point

Follow Us for the most up-to-date 
information

@cfachurchgp

First ImpressionsLivestream

Communications



Loving Grande Prairie...
 “FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU, DECLARES 

THE LORD, PLANS TO PROSPER YOU AND NOT TO HARM 
YOU, PLANS TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE AND A HOPE.” 

Jeremiah 29:11

‘Hope” was our message for Share the Blessing 2020. Our 
hope is based on promises from God and nothing in this 

world is more reliable than God’s promises. This message 

some highlights of local community outreach 2020

Soup Cook Off (Total 135 buckets):  This year we only had a few people prepare the soup 
as needed. We provided soup to the Community Kitchen (110 buckets), Willow Place, (10 
buckets), and Rotary House (15 buckets) WOW! 

This year caused us to be creative in our approach and 
process of carrying out this ministry. We needed to carry 

Celebrating 20 years in 2020: There were dreams of celebrating with the 
church and community but due to the nature of this year it wasn’t to be. God 
first called us with the scripture, 2 Corinthians 9:9-13.

Mother’s Day: We honored moms, including moms at Odyssey 
House, Serenity Place, Pregnant & Parenting Teens, and single 
moms at CFA, with a gift and a card. These mothers have a very 
important job and this was a great time to encourage and bless 
them. 

Visits to Outreach Leaders:  Due to the nature of this year, the leaders have carried very heavy 
loads both physically and emotionally while caring for their people and keeping them healthy. 
Therefore, this was a key area to show support. Several times during the year they were called 
to touch base, encourage and see if they needed help and prayer. At Easter,  a card was given. 
In December, we met them outside to give a gift and bless them. 
Christmas Parties/Events (Total 9):  Could not be held. The new creative idea was to provide a 
“party in a box” instead. This included a program, our messages of encouragement, gifts and 
food. The staff carried out the events for us. It was amazing! 

was much needed in this difficult year. Many leaders and clients were dealing 
with issues above and beyond ever experienced. Pray for peace, hope, and 
salvation in the lives of the people we impacted in 2020.

it out in a manner that protected both our volunteers and those we were 
ministering to. The work was still carried out but with a very small network 
of helpers who became a cohort. 

quote from a recipient
“I was praying to see if God can show 
me that He really cares for me. I was 

not seriously expecting to see any 
signs. Then I received God’s Word of 

Jeremiah 29:11 and the gift card. It 
was such a gift to me.”

Written by: Connie Nesbitt

Missions

Community Outreach

Hampers & Personal Encouragements (Total 93): This was a new challenge. We booked 
appointments and 4 couples delivered to the doorstep and blessed them outside. The 
remainder of the recipients came to the church for curbside pickup and blessing at the curb. 
This year we had the greatest response of appreciation for the encouragement and help 
received. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive & “Drive Thru”: A food drive was held for Odyssey House, Rotary 
House and the Salvation Army. The church was given a list of specific needs for these 
agencies and the church was amazingly generous! Thank you! 

Ministries Within the Church Give a Hand: The Sunday School Discipleship Class and the Haiti 
Mission Group encouraged the residents at the Elders Caring Shelter. 

Vision for the church in 2021
* To form an Outreach Team
* To present safe opportunities for the Church to explore community outreach and 
beyond. 

Vision for the community in 2021
* To build further relationships with agency staff, become a resource to them and 
meet practical needs as they are presented. 
*To be available to assess and reach out as opportunities within the community 
present themselves. 
*To bring honor, encouragement, hope, love and ministry.



Building Relationships Through Challenging Times

Since its inception, ARISE has sought out ways to come alongside the village of Tilling, 
Uganda, demonstrating the love of Christ in tangible ways. Throughout 2020, ARISE was 
provided with many ways to continue “loving our neighbours as ourselves.”

Arise

Written by: Lynn Vanderveen

Responding to Community Needs
The year began with continuing support of ongoing projects. The 
GROW Nursery program began its tenth year of operation. Gawa 
Church received support for the completion of a building project, 
plastering interior and exterior walls, as well as 
completing the verandah and foundation supports. Then the 
global pandemic spread to Uganda, and Stanley, ARISE’s field 
assistant, questioned how ARISE might help in the crisis. Through 
consultations with ARISE’s Advisory Council, local health officials 
and community leaders, it was decided that hand-washing 
stations placed in strategic locations within the village would be 
helpful. ARISE sponsored seven hand-washing stations. When 
Stanley brought them to the village on a boda-boda (motorbike), 
he said that people were calling out their thankfulness. They were 
grateful that people so far away, who were also dealing with the 
pandemic, were still thinking of them.

The Ugandan government was quick to 
respond to the COVID-19 crisis and closed all 
educational institutions. This resulted in the 
unanticipated closure of the GROW Nursery 
and the loss of work for the Nursery staff. 
ARISE came alongside the staff and agreed to 
pay their wages for the remainder of 2020.

ARISE Learning Centre
Leading by example took on new meaning at 
ARISE’s Learning Centre. Stanley put protocols 
in place, including a hand-washing station and 
physical distancing for visitors. Gatherings of 
the Young Farmers, with whom Stanley has 
been working with for several years, were halted. In spite of the challenges, Stanley was able to 
continue relationships with many of the youth. Some of them came to the centre to assist with 
specific projects, such as planting maize and grass for the goat breeding project and maintenance 
projects. They were able to construct compost piles and liquid manure tanks. Vegetable growing 
continued at the centre, and seeds were distributed to some youth. The poultry shelter was 
completed and turkey chicks were hatched out twice during the year. The flock is growing!

The ARISE Learning Centre structure 
was completed in 2019. It provides a 
base of operations for ARISE, office 
and storage space, as well as a small 
community training room. The hope 
was to begin training programs in 
2020. With COVID-19 restrictions in 
place, that was not possible. ARISE 
was able to install a solar system in 
the centre, a huge step forward as it 
will facilitate more training 
opportunities in the future.

Celebration
In August, ARISE joined Marion in celebrating the completion of her nursing training, which 
ARISE sponsored. She is now officially registered with the government and can begin her 
nursing career!

Provision
The global pandemic brought many challenges to the people of Tilling with the closure of 
local markets, which the people rely on to sell their produce. At the same time, they 
received much needed rain and had a good harvest. ARISE is thankful for God’s provision, 
not only for the good harvest, but also for Stanley. He has a heart for the people God has 
called him to serve in Tilling. In a recent conversation, Stanley told me that he is slow to 
speak to people in the community so he does not do harm to anyone. He has remained 
faithful to God, the people, and in his service to ARISE during a difficult year.

Thankful
ARISE is thankful for the prayers and multiple ways the CFA family has supported the work 
in Tilling, Uganda. Pastor David, Board members, Susan and the administrative team went 
above and beyond on numerous occasions. As we move into the unknowns of 2021, we 
would appreciate your prayers. We are praying about training programs to implement and 
what they might look like. We are also seeking direction on forming a youth group that will 
use Bible stories and original music for evangelism.



As I’m sure is true for all of us, 2020 
looked very different than what we 
expected and planned for!  Nearing 
the end of 2019, we were talking 
about new directions the ministry in 
Bolivia was taking and were 
planning a visit in July 2020 to talk 
about these and do some work on 
the ground with these in mind.  We 
bought our tickets at the end of 
February 2020 for July. 
.

Two weeks later Canada locked 
down, and we sat along with the rest 
of the world waiting to see what 
would happen. Before too long it 
was  obvious that we wouldn’t be 
travelling anytime soon so at the 
end of May we cancelled our trip 
and     began the process of getting 
a refund. Praise God we were able to 
get every cent back on our flights 
(except of course the travel 
insurance that enabled us to do 
that!

Our fundraising opportunities were limited this year. We are 
mainly dependent on bottles people give us and donations 
made to the mission through CFA. We sincerely thank 
everyone who is helping us through this time in these ways.

As Bolivia is entering its second wave of the virus (which is 
hitting harder and faster than the first time) and the vaccine 
will not reach the country until at least April, we continue to 
monitor with our friends there what the greatest needs are. 
We are helping them pay rent on the room they use for 
distribution of food and clothing, and provide money when 
possible to buy food for those who are in need. 
 
Please pray for Bolivia and the brothers and sisters there. 
Many pastors have died over the past year from Covid, and 
those who are there are putting themselves in a vulnerable 
position each time they go to distribute necessities to the 
poor neighbourhoods. However, we trust that God will care 
for them.  

Written by:Rodo and Debbie Terceros

As the months went on, we began to see how devastating the effects of the pandemic in 
Bolivia were.  Reporting and tracing of the virus was inefficient at best, and because of 

overwhelmed health  care people were left to die in their houses and in the streets. 
Because many people generally live “day-by-day” there, earning only enough to buy 

their food for a day or two at a time, and because the country was on strict lockdown for 
many months, the need was great.  God began to provide ways for us to send money to 
help buy food and PPE for the most needy and performed many miracles to enable the 

Bolivians we work with to be able to distribute it where it was most needed.  

History of Project

Caring for Caribbean Communities was birthed out of “The Beach Project”. 
In 2007, “The Beach Project” began with a group of 10 from Grande Prairie 
going to Cojimar, Cuba to clean the beach. Since the beginning, we have 
developed relationships with members of the community and local 
churches. During this time we have seen God’s hand in this project as we 
saw miracle after miracle. It is amazing how God instilled a love of this 
country within us. We continue to work with the Cubans cleaning the 
beach. In 2014 the Caring for Caribbean Communities project, with a local 
community group was developed from “The Beach Project”. The focus is 
on building a fence around the property (which has been completed), 
developing curriculum for Environmental and Nutritional Science (which is 
on-going), doing children’s activities in partnership with this local group 
(which is also on going) and building a community center. We have been 
working on this for several years and are waiting for permits to begin 
construction - but the heart of this project is to build relationships with the 
Cuban people and show God’s love through our words and actions.

Mission Statement for Caring for Caribbean Communities

To follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in order to carefully respond to the 
specific needs of the people of Cuba - physical, emotional, social, 

environmental, and spiritual - by offering the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through ministries of word, deed, and actions.

Caring for Caribbean Communities
Written by: Johanna Ruxton

The Project

The goal is to complete the project over the 
next few years. It will be completed in 3 
phases. Within all the phases we will be 

working with the children of the community, 
bringing in supplies for the curriculum and 

working toward building and equipping the 
center. Phase One consisted of raising funds 

for the fence (completed). We are now in a 
position to complete the building but are 

waiting on the paper work from the 
government to start this project. 

 Continued on next page...



Goals for 2020-2021
As we were not able to go in 2020, and it is looking like 
Cuba may not be open for the summer of 2021, our focus 
has changed. Cuba has been hit hard by the closure of 
the country due to Covid since tourism is their main 
source of income and they have been hit hard. Food has 
become scarce, and with most of the people out of 
work, the money to purchase what food is available is 
unattainable for many Cubans. People are going hungry 

doing whatever they have to so they can feed their families. Our friends are searching for food for 
themselves as well as for Pastor Rey’s church. This is difficult and complicated, as they must pay 
for transportation with gas not always available. They have been looking for food this last week 
and just on Monday (Jan. 25) were able to purchase some items. Our goal for 2020 and 2021 will 
be to provide the finances for them to purchase food for others.

The Team
This past July our trip was cancelled due to the Covid virus. It was a 
sad time for the team who had already begun prepping for the trip.

Fundraising
We are now working on building a community center. Our finances for 
the building are in place. Our fundraising plan this year is to continue 
to do monthly bottle drop-offs at the church on the third Sunday of 
each month. A BIG thank you to everyone that has supported us in this 
endeavor. The money this year (and it is looking like for 2021 as well) 
will be used to provide food for Pastor Rey’s church family.

How can you help us?
Pray for the food situation in Cuba. Pray that Cuba can open their country to tourism soon. Pray 
that our friends can find food so we can help those that have none. Support our bottle drop-off 

on the third Sunday of every month.

        A big thank you to everyone who supported us through 
prayer, time and finances. The leaders in Cuba are so 

grateful for everything we do for them. 

A few facts about Haiti: 

 *Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic. 
 *Despite being about a two-hour flight from Miami, it is the poorest country in   
    the Western Hemisphere. About 80% of the population lives below the 
   poverty line, which is defined as living on less than $1.00 US per day.  
 
CFA has been sending missions teams to partner with Youth With a Mission (YWAM) 
Haiti since 2010.  The focus of YWAM is to train up and equip Haitians to minister to 
other Haitians and to help communities develop ways to create sustainability as a 
way to help end poverty. 

Haiti
Written by : Rhonda Surowaniec

 Continued on next page...

Here is what we have focused on during our missions trips so far: 

 *Built five Homes of Hope for earthquake victims and other needy families 
 *Added a three-classroom addition to a school in Timonette 
 *Built a school yard/community playground and a playground in the city square of St.   
 Marc 
 *Painted a newly-constructed church 
 *Ran a two-hour children’s ministry program for children living around the YWAM base in  
 St. Marc 
 *Encouraged and supported those working in Haiti as full-time missionaries 
 *Brought many needed donations and supplies that are difficult or expensive to    
 purchase in Haiti 
 *Exposed Canadians to another culture, fostering an awareness of third-world living   
 conditions 
 *Purchased toiletry, educational and other much-needed items for those in the St. Marc  
 prison and  partnered with YWAM in their Sunday prison ministry service 
 *Purchased goats for needy Haitian families to begin a sustainable business for 
 themselves 
 *Donated toward the purchase of a water pump for a community that has historically   
 been ravaged by drought. This community is now able to grow rice crops which has   
 promoted a sustainable food and income source for an entire community!                                                                           

                                                                        

Despite having a Haiti 2019 Team assembled and ready to travel to Haiti 
we were unable to go. As we began planning for Haiti 2020, COVID 
happened. We continue to watch, wait and pray. In faith, we continue to 
fundraise knowing that as soon as we are able and the political climate 
in Haiti is stable, we will be taking a team to assemble a playground in a 
remote Haitian community which we had planned to do in 2019 and to 
continue our partnership with YWAM in the work they are doing to see 
godly transformation in the lives of the Haitian people and their country.

As always, if you are interested in joining our team, either to pray, to help 
fundraise and/or to have boots on the ground in Haiti, please connect 
with Rhonda.

Prayers and financial gifts are always welcome and will be put to good 
use!                                                                

 Haiti Continued ...



Thank you to everyone who took time to 
write these testimonies and all the hard 

work that went into 2020. 
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Resources

Rightnow Media is a free resource that is available to you through our church. It’s the 
Netflix of Christian resources. It offers a ton of videos covering a wide range of topics for 
a wide range of ages. They even have resources specific to children and youth ministry. 

If you are interested in checking this out, all you need to do is fill out a form on our web-
site or the Church Center app and Kristen will get you set up. 

If you have already signed up but need any help with it, just give Kristen a call at the office 
and she can assist you. 

I've continued to work in the Library and people have continued to use it, even 
when we were not holding services. Book donations have continued to come 
in. I'm still working to complete several series in our fiction section. The puzzle 
exchange has been very successful and we have a huge assortment of 
puzzles for people to borrow. Thanks to Debbie Terceros, I have added a shelf 

of Spanish books.

Library

Written by : Donna Van Veen

If you haven’t already, you can find us on YouTube. Our YouTube channel hosts 
our livestreamed Sunday Services, Worship videos, Devotions, Further 

Reflections on past sermons, and much much more. Subscribe today and turn 
on those notifications to get an alert any time there is new content posted. 

We have a podcast! It started as a pilot project of just some 
conversations between our pastoral staff, but we have shifted it 

to also be a place where you can hear our sermons. We are 
working hard at getting all of the 2021 sermons available on 
there. Check it out on Apple, Spotify and Google podcasts.


