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Witnesses of the Kingdom 
Sermon on the Mount Series – September 18, 2020 

Matthew 5:13-16 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. 

 You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Witness 

Why do you follow – or, at least, investigate – Jesus? What motivated you to commit time and 

energy to pursuing a relationship with Him? Chances are, there is someone in your life that is 

a Christian whose character and influence in your life made you think, on some level, that’s 

the kind of person you want to be or be around. Maybe it was your parents, or a teacher, or a 

friend; maybe you grew up in a Christian family and can’t remember not being a Christian, 

yet it’s likely the influence of a Christian role model that has inspired you to continue the 

journey and try to take personal ownership of your faith. 

Here we come upon the idea of witness – that followers of Jesus are representatives of God, 

their words and deeds reflecting the heart and mind of their Lord. Just as salt preserves and 

light reveals, so the Christian is to preserve righteousness in the face of a corrupt world, and 

reveal the knowledge of the mercy and compassion of God towards us in Jesus Christ. So it is 

through those that know and love Him that God is represented in the world, and the hearts 

and hopes of people are turned to Him. As Jesus says, “Let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
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Partners with God 

What we must understand is that faith in Jesus is not a passive thing. Genuine faith 

reconstructs our heart and motivation as we become more like Jesus. We begin to see with 

God’s eyes, are moved by what moves Him, and become committed to His truth and His 

mission. Put simply, genuine faith moves us to day-by-day live like Jesus. And what does that 

mean in practice? Living by the values of the Kingdom of God: extending mercy and 

compassion towards the hurting and the helpless; offering forgiveness for wrongs done; 

loving and blessing all, even our enemies; trusting God; putting away sin and selfishness and 

adopting a lifestyle of peace and humility. Many of these things we will get to explore in more 

detail later, as Jesus addresses these sorts of values in the Sermon on the Mount. 

The Gospel – the Good News – is that Jesus is the Son of God, sent to rescue us from sin and 

death and invite us into the Kingdom of God, where He reigns as Lord. God’s mission in the 

world is that people would know His love, accept Jesus as their Lord, and become citizens of 

His Kingdom. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. But as the Apostle 

Paul writes in Romans: 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news (Romans 10:14-15)! 

It is an amazing and humbling thing that God chose to partner with humanity in order to 

realize His mission in the lives of people. I think we are often guilty of assuming that God 

will take care of everything, and so He expects us to just know He loves us and sit and wait 

until He’s done His business. The truth is, God sees so much value in each and every one of 

us, and He desires to work in us and through us to make a difference in the lives of others, 

empowering us to live like and represent Jesus through how we act and intersect the lives of 

others. 
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The Impact of Our Lives 

And you do intersect the lives of others, one way or another. At home, at school, at work, out 

in the community…people watch, people notice, people are affected by what you choose to do 

or not do – even if you never hear about it. That can seem like a really scary thing, but when 

you’re a witness of Jesus it allows you to sow tremendous good in your world. Think about 

how much your life has been impacted when someone has offered you a kind word, or gone 

out of their way to help you, or forgiven you when you wronged them. Think about how good 

it felt when even complete strangers were gracious to you, or called out how valued you are. 

You can’t see it, but those things matter and make a difference to everyone around you, too. 

When you embrace your role as a witness of Jesus and embrace being Jesus to the people in 

your world, they encounter the person and love of Jesus through you. And it can be especially 

significant because you may be the only person to show up and show love in someone’s life. 

As we talked about last week, Jesus warns us that choosing to follow Him means we should 

anticipate opposition from all kinds of people. But that doesn’t mean we should back down 

from accurately and lovingly representing Jesus to the world. Because it’s Jesus that people 

really need to meet in order to find freedom from the bondage and self-destruction of sin, 

and to find life and hope in a real relationship with God. This is all the more important 

because there are so many people out there that are misrepresenting Jesus – intentionally or 

otherwise. Perhaps even the aspects of Christianity or God that you struggle with are a result 

of people misrepresenting Jesus to you. 

Conclusion 

In the end, this is what I want you to know and embrace as a follower of Jesus: God has 

partnered with you to be a witness of the Gospel and His Kingdom to the world around you. 

He is empowering you day-by-day to do so. To be a witness, there is no perfection or perfect 

standard you must achieve lest you be disqualified from service. Your struggle with sin and 

selfishness is no different from anyone else’s, and is simply evidence of the fact that we all 
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need the help of our Savior Jesus. What matters is that people see we have a genuine love for 

Jesus, an authentic desire to follow in His footsteps, and a humble reverence for the mercy 

and forgiveness He relentlessly extends towards us in our brokenness. 

Reflection Questions 

 Who comes to mind as someone who genuinely represents Jesus to you? What kind of 

person are they, and why does their life motivate you to investigate Jesus? 

 In what ways do you feel God has already partnered with you to be a witness for Jesus 

to others? What are some opportunities you see where you can do more to represent 

Jesus to others? 

 What fears, insecurities, or struggles do you feel like disqualify you from being a 

genuine witness for Jesus? What do you think God would want you to do with these 

feelings? 


