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People of the Kingdom 
Sermon on the Mount Series – September 11, 2020 

Matthew 5:3-12 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Who is Blessed? 

What does it mean to be blessed? You’ve probably heard people use the term before, maybe 

even as a social media tag – you know, #blessed because someone made every green light in 

traffic, or had a great outing with their family. When we think about someone being blessed, 

we tend to envision them being favored in some way that comes with tangible rewards: 

someone that is financially well off, someone for whom things just seem to work out and go 

well, someone who is well loved and respected and has lots of friends…things like that. If you 

read the Old Testament narratives, you’ll notice that people generally interpreted God’s 

blessing in the material, as having good health and land and livestock and many children to 

carry on the family name. #blessed! Granted, those things are awesome, but is that what Jesus 

means when He talks about people being blessed? 

The Sermon on the Mount is a large passage of Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom of God. 

In it we learn about Jesus’ character, the counter-cultural nature of the Kingdom of God, and 
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what it means for us to live as citizens of that Kingdom and followers of Jesus. Jesus has 

begun His ministry of proclaiming the arrival of the Kingdom of God; He has gathered 

disciples to follow Him, and He is going around teaching about the Kingdom, hanging out 

with the poor and the outcasts, and healing the sick and suffering. These people start 

following Him, because why wouldn’t you? These farmers, fishermen, tax collectors, 

prostitutes, poor people, disabled people, sick people…they are all gathered to listen to what 

Jesus has to say because He showed up in their lives with power and compassion, like no one 

has shown up before, and told them, “The Kingdom of God, what you’ve been yearning for 

all this time, is here.” These are the people that Jesus is talking to and thinking of when He 

says to them, “Blessed…” 

What we need to understand is that the people that have gathered around Him are anything 

but the sort of people we would call #blessed. These were the bottom rung of Judean society, 

religiously and economically. Many of those gathered would be one bad day away from 

poverty and being forced to sell their land and themselves into debt slavery. Many were 

“sinners” in the societal sense, prostitutes and tax collectors and the sort of people that were 

not looked to as role models of knowing and following the Covenant with God. And yet, 

these are the people that Jesus names blessed, the ones He brings the Good News of the 

Kingdom of God to. 

The reason Jesus is bringing this message to these people is because the Kingdom of God 

operates by completely different values than those that human society tends to follow. God’s 

character, and the character that He desires in those that enter into His Kingdom, is different 

from the character that we default to or that is often promoted in the world around us. 

The Beatitudes 

What follows in the Beatitudes is Jesus calling out what finds favor in God’s eyes and defines 

the character and quality of the people of the Kingdom. I believe it is the spark of these 
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qualities that Jesus sees in the people gathered before Him, and it’s what He wants to fan into 

flame and nurture within them. 

The Poor in spirit: 

The spiritually bankrupt, those who are so poor that they know they can offer nothing to 

God, and so cry out to Him in humility. Theirs is the Kingdom of God, because Jesus’ reign is 

Good News for those that recognize their absolute need for Him. 

Those who mourn: 

Those that mourn for the sins and state of God’s people, yearning for God to intervene. They 

will be comforted, because God’s heart breaks for these things, too, and He intends to do 

something about it. 

The meek: 

Those with a humble, gentle self-awareness of their own spiritual bankruptcy that moves 

them to respond to others with a freedom from malice and a vengeful spirit. They will inherit 

the earth, the new heaven and earth, because it is this peace and humility God desires, not 

aggression, pride, and “strength” as it has so often been defined by the world. 

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: 

Those who are desperate for personal righteousness and social justice, who mourn for the sad 

state that they themselves and our world live in, longing for the consummation of the new 

heaven and earth. They will be filled and satisfied because we can count on God to bring 

about His full plan of rescuing His people and bringing about ultimate justice. 

The merciful: 

Those that embrace forgiveness for the guilty and compassion for the suffering and needy. 

The merciful can show mercy towards others because they, too, are sinners. They will be 

shown God’s mercy, because, yes, God is just, but compassion and mercy are dear to His 

heart. 
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The pure in heart: 

Those who are devoted to God in sincerity, and thus their commitment is expressed in inner 

purity, a desire to walk in step with God through genuine obedience. These are the people 

who are not divided in their loyalties, and thus are free from hypocrisy. They will see God, 

because they are looking for Him with a sincere faith. 

The peacemakers: 

Those who follow in God’s steps to promote peace and reconciliation in the face of 

bitterness, anger, and division. It is not the false “peace” of appeasement, but the peace that 

comes through self-sacrifice and compassion. They will be called children of God because 

they’re doing exactly what their Father in Heaven is doing. 

Those who are persecuted because of righteousness: 

Those who (expectedly) receive opposition to their efforts to follow God and promote 

righteousness. Opposition and persecution is a normal mark of being a follower of Jesus. 

Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, because that’s exactly the Kingdom they are living as 

citizens of. 

Jesus is the focal point of the Kingdom of God; to follow Him is to run counter to the nature 

of the world around us and will inevitably lead to friction as others do not understand or are 

uncomfortable or conflicted about the way we live like Jesus in their midst. Be that as it may, 

you are blessed if you follow Jesus and adopt His heart nature. 

The Kingdom is Built on the Love of God 

All of this, and what will follow as we study the Sermon on the Mount, is built on the deep 

compassion of God towards us. Everything about the Kingdom of God is summed up in what 

Jesus names as the two greatest commandments: to love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul, and mind, and to love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:34-40). This is the 

basis on which we think and live differently from the world around us, not taking our cues 
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from society, and not reacting to our circumstances, but following in step with the heart of 

Jesus Christ. 

This is the upside-down nature of the Kingdom of God, and why – out of love – Jesus is 

bringing the Good News to the kind of people you would least expect Him to. Jesus knows 

that it is people like this, people that are realizing their need for Jesus and desire to follow 

Him, that will display the power of the Gospel to change peoples’ lives and natures. 

As you reflect on this, know that God sees you exactly where you are, with all of your 

baggage, flaws, and mistakes, and He names you blessed. You may think you’re no good, 

unlovable, beyond repair, or undeserving of His compassion. If that’s you, then you’re 

exactly the person He is wanting to tell about the Good News that He has come to welcome 

you into His Kingdom. Because there is nothing you can do to earn your way into the 

Kingdom – you get there by placing your faith in Jesus, who made a way on your behalf. And 

it is by living day-by-day in the Kingdom with Jesus that He is going to steadily transform 

your heart nature – because life in the Kingdom is going to require a completely new way of 

living and thinking. So know that you are blessed, because, whatever you may think of 

yourself, and whatever others may have said about you, Jesus has stepped into your life, and 

He wants to tell you the Good News about His love for you. 

Reflection Questions 

 In your own words, how would you describe a person that fits the description of the 

blessed in this passage? 

 In what ways do you think the character qualities in this passage are counter-cultural? 

 What is your reaction to learning that you can expect people to oppose you for 

choosing to follow Jesus? 


