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The Gospel of the Kingdom 
Sermon on the Mount Series – August 28, 2020 

If you read the Gospels in the New Testament, you’ll notice that everything Jesus did and 

taught was wrapped around the idea of the Kingdom of God. Previously, we looked at how 

this was the core of Jesus’ message, as it says in Matthew: 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near” (Matthew 4:17). 

God, in His love for us, demonstrated that love by inserting Himself into human history in a 

powerful way: by sending His Son, Jesus Christ. When we think about Jesus and His 

ministry, it is understandable to focus on the salvation message: God loves us, Jesus died for 

our sins, and you get to go to heaven if you have faith in Jesus. While technically true, this 

misses the grander, beautiful story of the Good News, the Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus 

came to proclaim and inaugurate: that He has come to take up His throne as Lord, to 

compassionately bring salvation by bearing and atoning for our sin, and to invite us to live as 

citizens of His Kingdom – a Kingdom that operates by values and purposes reflective of 

God’s heart, not the world around us. As citizens of God’s Kingdom, we become witnesses 

of Jesus and the love of God towards our families, communities, and world. Our lives and 

relationships become outposts of the Kingdom as people come to know and be transformed 

by Jesus through us. 

I recommend watching the Bible Project’s video on The Gospel of the Kingdom, but here is 

an excerpt from their article on that topic: 

One of the first times we see mention of the gospel of the kingdom is in Isaiah. Here, 
Isaiah talks about a messenger running toward the destroyed city of Jerusalem 
proclaiming the good news that their God is still king and that God Himself would 
one day return to the city to set up His kingdom and bring peace to the land [Isaiah 
52:7]. 
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In the New Testament we see the same wording of "good news" used yet again. It's a 
Greek phrase that is just as often translated as "the gospel". Throughout the New 
Testament this phrase is used to summarize all of Jesus's teachings proclaiming 
everything that Jesus brought down to us as "good news". 

In several instances, Jesus described Himself as the messenger of God's good news, 
just like the messenger that Isaiah foretold. The Jews, well-versed on these prophecies, 
had been expecting the messenger to come to pave the way for the kingdom of God. 
However, the kingdom of God that Jesus described was not the kingdom that the Jews 
were expecting. Instead of the powerful, militaristic kingdom that the Jews thought 
their God would give them, the gospel of Jesus Christ described a kingdom of love, 
meekness, and peace. 

Word quickly spreads of this man who was acting as the king of Israel yet failing to 
deliver the type of kingdom the Jews were expecting. The Jewish leaders were so 
threatened by this unusual kingdom (and even more unusual king) that they decided 
to have Jesus killed. 

Being crucified may seem like a fatal blow to someone who is trying to set up a 
kingdom, nevertheless, Jesus allowed them to do it. He saw the sin and corruption of 
the world, both past, present, and future, and He knew that there was no way the 
kingdom of God could ever be built on earth without an ultimate sacrifice to atone for 
all of mankind's sins. Not only did Jesus come proclaiming a kingdom unlike any the 
Jews had ever heard of, He also came proclaiming Himself as the king of this new 
kingdom. 

He was given a crown of thorns, was given a robe, and He was lifted up onto a cross 
rather than a throne. People witnessing His crucifixion mocked Him saying, "Behold, 
the king of the Jews!" Little did they know that the things they meant as mockery were 
true. 

In death, Jesus went from the messenger bringing the good news of God's kingdom to 
the king who would reign over it. He defeated sin and evil, and He established a way 
by which all of His followers could take part in the kingdom of God. 

Today, the gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of God's kingdom that He brought 
down, is ours to deliver. Like the messenger that Isaiah told about and the messenger 
that Christ Himself was, we too are now charged with going out and proclaiming the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom, the Bible Project 

Jesus told many parables to explain the Kingdom of God. In one we title The Parable of the 

Sower (Matthew 13:1-9), Jesus tells a story about a farmer that goes out to sow seed, which 
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scatters and spreads to different types of soil and locations: some fell where birds could eat it 

up; some on rocky soil where the crops withered because they couldn’t grow roots; some 

among thorns that strangled the crop; and some on good soil, where it greatly produced and 

multiplied. Later, Jesus’ disciples ask Him to explain the parable to them, and this is what He 

says: 

Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message 
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on 
rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling among the thorns 
refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on 
good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one 
who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown 

(Matthew 13:18-23). 

Even as He taught about the Kingdom of God, Jesus knew that people would receive it in 

different ways. Some would hear about the Kingdom and, for whatever reason, think nothing 

of it. They don’t receive, understand, or pursue the word, and so the Gospel of the Kingdom 

takes no root in their soul. Others hear and respond to the Gospel, but don’t mature in their 

faith, so trouble and persecution turn them away from Jesus. Others have the Gospel 

crowded out of their hearts by the worries and pursuits of this world. But to those who hear 

the message, follow Jesus, and come to understand more and more His love and the Gospel 

will find themselves transformed in unimaginable ways by the power and grace of their Lord 

and Savior. 

Whatever type of soil you suspect your heart may be, know this: it isn’t written in stone. You 

can choose to cultivate your heart response to the Gospel of the Kingdom. You can choose to 

receive and go on a journey of knowing Jesus more and more. And that is, of course, the 

whole point of what we are trying to do here, to make a community that meets to explore 

faith together. 
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In the weeks to come, we will be unpacking Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount teaching in 

Matthew 5-7. These passages will give us a crash-course in the values, perspectives, and 

purposes of living as a Jesus-follower and citizen of the Kingdom of God. As we explore 

God’s heart and invitation to us in these chapters, my encouragement for everyone is to 

reflect deeply on where they feel they stand in their relationship with God right now – and 

where they would like that relationship to grow. I pray that this exploration of the Gospel of 

the Kingdom is compelling and draws us all to know Jesus’ love with a deepening conviction 

that transforms our lives. 

Reflection Questions 

 


