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The Kingdom is Near 
Sermon on the Mount Series - August 21, 2020 

This summer has not been easy. Like many of you, Covid-19 has made my life more 

complicated, and yet it has also been the backdrop to a series of personal, and unrelated, 

problems that my family and I have had to navigate through. It has been a season of great 

struggle and adaptation, to which I’ll point to our very different format for Youth Ministry as 

evidence of the changes we’ve been forced to make. And it is in the midst of times like this 

that I feel it is perfectly natural to ask, “Where is God? What is He doing about the world’s 

(and my) problems?” 

If we look back to the days that Jesus walked about and did His ministry, we will see that the 

people of Israel were asking similar questions. At the time, Judea was under occupation by 

the Roman Empire, who oppressed and heavily taxed the people. The people were themselves 

divided on how to cope with the circumstances: some sought to rebel, others wanted to join 

and appease their overlords for political power, while others yet focused on holding the 

people to the religious standards of their covenant with God and the traditions that had 

developed over time. And then there was everyone else, ordinary, broken people, fishermen 

and shepherds, people on the bottom rungs of society, the outcasts and hurting and forgotten. 

On top of their poor social status, many of these people struggled to live day-to-day, paying 

taxes and living one economic disaster away from having to sell their family land and enter 

into debt-slavery. Yet these people were also raised on the promises of Scripture – the hope 

that one day a Messiah, a chosen one of God, would come and restore the Kingdom of Israel, 

push out their oppressors, and usher God’s people into an everlasting era of peace and 

prosperity. 

Into that setting a man named Jesus comes, gathers around Him a bunch of these ordinary, 

broken people, and says, 
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17). 

For these people, this would be a strange, yet compelling, claim. They had come to define 

God’s Kingdom as the nation of Israel, and God’s nearness as evidenced by economic and 

social blessing – the coming of God’s Kingdom should mean a solution to all of their socio-

economic problems. Right? 

But Jesus comes with a very different message, one that flips everyone’s world upside down. 

God was near, but His Kingdom wasn’t what everyone had come to expect. People come to 

understand His message and mission over time; we have the luxury of seeing it all from the 

other side of Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection: that Jesus Christ came that we might have 

forgiveness for our sins, right relationship with God, and adoption into God’s family. As the 

children of God, we are citizens of His Kingdom, and as such we live by a completely 

different set of values and purposes than the world around us. Yet we live by this Kingdom in 

the midst of our broken world, a light to others that they may come to know the love of God 

as well. 

Love is the point, of course, and this is perfectly expressed in 1 John 4:9-10: 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

God is near. Our mistakes, our flaws, our problems, and our circumstances are no barrier to 

God’s love and desire for us to draw close to Him and find life in Him. This is the amazing 

message of God’s Kingdom, that we are loved by God and invited to live completely 

transformed lives in Jesus – lives that reflect the love and character of God. We live as citizens 

of the Kingdom, followers of Jesus, in spite of our broken world and circumstances. 

This is something we are going to explore more and more throughout the year as we study 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount teachings (Matthew 5-7). These passages will help us better 

understand what it means to live as citizens of God’s Kingdom, as well as give us perspective 

on who Jesus Christ is and what it means to follow Him. This is not something we can race 
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through, and it’s about more than just knowing a bunch of Bible verses. It is a journey, and 

everyone may be at different stages of that journey. Some are meeting Jesus for the first time; 

others are following Him to explore who He is and what He’s all about. Some are day-by-day 

coming to believe Jesus really is our Lord and Savior, and others still are allowing that 

conviction to move them to a life of obedience and purpose as they follow Jesus’ lead. 

Wherever you may be in your journey with God, know this: right now, He is near to you, and 

none of the circumstances we are facing are ever going to keep Him away. So don’t let your 

flaws and the difficult times hold you back from seeking Him. If you pursue Jesus, you will 

discover His love for you and learn how to live through Him. 

Reflection Questions 

 How close do you feel God has been to you during the last year? What has been 

difficult for you to deal during this time? 

 If you think of your journey with God in terms of meeting Him (Jesus showing up in 

my life, just discovering Him), following Him (taking active steps to learn more about 

Christianity), believing Him (coming to really desire and trust who He is and His love 

for me), and obeying Him (intentionally trying to follow and worship God with my 

life), where do you think you are in that journey? 

 What are some ways you can stay connected to a community of people that will 

support you in your faith exploration, in spite of the Covid-19 era? 


