
Here are responses from Jeremy Horneck to additional questions asked on Candidating Weekend. 
 

 
1. What have you learned from previous congregations that make you a better pastor? 

In my first congregation in Sheboygan I learned how to preach. I knew the mechanics of preaching before coming, but 

those 6 years of preaching took me from knowing about preaching to truly knowing how to preach. I also learned the 

importance of taking leadership and learned how best to do so. 

In Bakersfield, I've learned the value of relational ministry and the importance of spending time with God's people so 

that I am well positioned to shepherd them. I also learned a lot about managing and working with staff. 

2. What are your thoughts on the New Apostolic Reformation? (Bill Johnson, Bethel Music, The Passion Translation, 

etc.) Do you believe there are modern-day apostles and prophets? 

I do not believe that there are modern-day apostles or prophets. I understand that faithful evangelicals can differ on the 

definition of prophecy and some good brothers and sisters in Christ may believe in some form of continuing prophetic 

gift (i.e. Wayne Grudem, John Piper, and Sovereign Grace Ministries). I do not agree with their conclusions but find much 

to admire in their ministries. On the other hand, NAR adherents like Bethel are different. I not only disagree with their 

conclusions; I have deep concerns about their ministries and believe they can be very harmful to the church. 

3. How are you going to make sure that your preaching reaches all generations? 

The Bible is relevant to all generations so I believe that if I preach it clearly it will be relevant to all generations. "Clear" 

preaching may differ between different generations though. What is clear for a 15-year-old might be difficult for an 80-

year-old and vice versa. This requires sensitivity in preaching. In preparation I need to be proactive in knowing my 

audience and considering what will most clearly communicate the timeless truth of Scripture. 

4. Have you had to deal with Christian nationalism before and if so, how did you handle it? 

I have not had to deal with Christian Nationalism directly. I believe that there is within evangelicalism a segment of 

people who confuse a God-honoring gratitude for our nation with an ungodly and often unloving and divisive ethno-

nationalist pride in our western, American culture. Some Christian Nationalists reject the separation of church and state. 

The freedom of religion from undue influence from the state is a staple of both my Baptist background and the 

distinctives of the free church so I reject any attempt to exercise a state religion (until Jesus is the king instituting it!). I'm 

however concerned that the term Christian nationalism can be used as an accusation against someone's views without 

the term being adequately defined. I don't think we should dismiss everyone whose views are more conservative than 

ours as being a Christian Nationalist but have seen several very concerning developments in the church that should 

rightly be condemned and could be described as Christian nationalist. As far as dealing with it in the church, like most 

controversies, I believe the right response is to stand boldly on the Word of God condemning false ideas that violate 

scripture (i.e. claims of racial/ethnic superiority, illegitimate attempts to bind consciences of citizens) without resorting 

to broad and unsubstantiated condemnations. The ideas themselves are the problem and should be addressed. The 

term "christian nationalism" shouldn't be used to skirt around dealing with those ideas directly, but unbiblical ideas 

should be lovingly confronted. 

 


