METRO BAPTIST
CHURCH

SERVICE OF WORSHIP - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A SERVICE OF READINGS AND CAROLS
DECEMBER 20TH, 2020 I 11:00 AM EST

JOIN US ON
ZOOM
Click here to join.

Meeting ID: 862 4281 4013
One tap mobile:
+13017158592,,86242814013# US
(Washington D.C)
+13126266799,,86242814013# US
(Chicago)
Dial by your location:
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcBQvC19si
WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS
Please mute your device when denoted by
the asterisk (*)
Note other directions in italics/
parentheses throughout order of service
Come as you are!
After the service closes, you are invited to stay
for "Coffee Hour"

TO ALL WHO ARE WEARY AND NEED REST,
TO ALL WHO MOURN AND NEED COMFORT,
TO ALL WHO ARE LONELY AND NEED FRIENDSHIP,
TO ALL WHO ARE COMPLACENT AND NEED DISTURBING,
TO ALL WHO SIN AND NEED A SAVIOR,
TO ALL WHO ARE GLAD AND WOULD SERVE,
THIS CHURCH OPENS WIDE ITS DOORS.

ORDER OF
SERVICE
*PRELUDE: "Silent Night"
Liam O'Brien, Soloist
*WORDS OF WELCOME:
Scott Stearman, Pastor
The Lord be with you
And also with you
CALL TO WORSHIP
(From the Iona Abbey Worship Book;
Based on Isaiah 35 and 2)
The desert will sing and rejoice
and the wilderness will blossom with
flowers;
and will see the Lord's splendor,
see the Lord's greatness and power.
Tell everyone who is anxious:
Be strong and don't be afraid.
The blind will be able to see;
the deaf will be able to hear;
the lame will leap and dance;
those who can't speak will shout.
They will hammer their swords into
ploughs
and their spears into pruning-knives
;the nations will live in peace;
they will train for war no more.
This is the promise of God;
God's promise will be fulfilled.

*PRAYER:
Alan H. Green, Deacon Chair
*FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CAROL:
"O Come, All Ye Faithful"
Virtual performance by the choirs of
Alma College in Alma, MI
Accompanist: Tony Patterson
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, born the King of
angels!

Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
2 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy
morning.
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n;
Word of the Father/Maker, now in flesh
appearing!
3 Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
O sing, all ye bright hosts of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

*LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE
Scott and Cecelia Stearman
"I Will Light Candles This Christmas” by
Howard Thurman
I will light candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.
Reader 1: On our journey to Christmas we have
lit the candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy on our
Advent Wreath. We relight them now to remind
us of the hope that Christ will come again,
bringing peace and joy.
Reader 2: This is the fourth Sunday of Advent,
so we light the candle of Love. To a world of
empires and despots, war and greed, grief and
apathy, we proclaim that love is strong enough
to overcome all evil and that compassion is
more powerful than fear.
Reader 1: As we light the candle of Love, we
remember that God so loves this world that
God sent Jesus to save us. We remember
those who show us that compassion—
unconditional love— is the way of Jesus born
on Christmas day.

ORDER OF
SERVICE
ALL: God of Good News, as we await
your coming we give you thanks for the
joy we have in Christ Jesus. May all
who seek such joy find it. For all who
have ceased to believe in its possibility,
may you work through us to show your
joy already present. Come, God of Joy,
come. Amen.

*LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY:
Aaron Moore, RMM/MBC Programming
Assistant
PASSING OF THE PEACE
(Zoom on gallery view & UNMUTE
yourself to speak)
COVENANT OF CONCERNS
(UNMUTE to speak when called on or
type concern/joy into chat box)
*PASTORAL PRAYER:
Lesley-Ann Hix Tommey, CBF Field
Personnel
*OFFERING APPEAL:
Ben Peery, Metro Trustee
http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give
*SOLO: "What Child Is This"
Laura Bergquist, Pianist
Arranged by Craig Curry
*READING: "God's Grandeur"
Written by Gerard Manley Hopkins
Read by Michael O'Brien

*ANTHEM: "Sure on This Shining Night"
Lyrics by James Agee
Music by Morten Lauridsen
Performed by Carrie Quarquesso, Wilma
Messenger, Ari Messenger, and Troy
Messenger
*READING: "Shepherd's Song at
Christmas"
Written by Langston Hughes
Read by Julian Richardson
*SOLO: "Sweet Little Jesus Boy"
Alan H. Green
*READING: "First Coming"
Written by Madeleine L'Engle
Read by Shannah Rae
*SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CAROL:
"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear"
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold;
"Peace on the earth, good will to all
from heaven's all-gracious King!
"The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.
2 Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing;
and ever o'er its Babel-sounds
the blessed angels sing.
3 And you beneath life's crushing load
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way,
with painful steps and slow,
look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;
O rest beside the weary road,
and hear the angels sing!

ORDER OF
SERVICE
4 For lo, the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years,
shall come the time foretold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

*READING: "And This Shall Be A Sign
Unto You"
Written by Robert A. Raines
Read by Xoua Vang
*CHORAL ANTHEM: "The Wexford
Carol"
Arranged by Elaine Hagenberg from
Beckenhorst Press
*A MUSICAL READING: Luke 2:1-20
Joe and Laura Bergquist
*THIRD CONGREGATIONAL CAROL:
"Hark, The Herald Angels Sing"
1 Hark! the herald-angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,"
Christ is born in Bethlehem."
Hark, the herald-angels sing,"
Glory to the new-born King!"
2 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings,
mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark, the herald-angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!"

*BENEDICTION: "Christmas Comes"
Written by Ann Weems
Read by Scott Stearman
*CLOSING PRAYER

COVENANT OF
CONCERNS
If you have updates to any of the concerns listed below, please let Scott or Tiffany know, or
email mbc@mbcnyc.org.
NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
Healthcare workers and home aides
Leaders & decisionmakers
Prayers for our country, as everything starts to open back up
Health and safety of peaceful protesters
George Floyd’s death and the issue of white supremacy that continues to cause deaths
of innocent black people. Prayers for our role in the midst of this.
The passing of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg
RECENT CONCERNS OF OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY
Ashley - Prayers for holiday work, at Target or elsewhere. Taylor Swift's birthday
Isabella - Joy & gratitude for the Metro community's support throughout her move
into her new apartment (especially Ben Peery for helping her move)!
Eliza - Grateful to have a live Christmas tree!
Kathy - Tested negative & quarantined, ready to return to the WCC tomorrow (12/14).
Thank you to Judy Homenech for her continued donations of handcrafted scarves and
hats
Paula - Friend Anita's friend Lisa had surgery for her breast cancer, prayers for
discernment regarding decisions for ongoing treatment. Neighbors Kay and Larry: Kay
hospitalized for heart palpitations. Friend Charlie & his wife Pat: dog Stella is ill. Friend
Darien had a stroke, expected to recover after a week in ICU; prayers for him & his wife
& daughter. Friends Nancy & Jo, Aunt Melba, Uncle Elden's wife & kids, & all others
feeling the weight of sadness
David Waugh - Prayers for the Fields as they move on from their ministry
Ken - Brendan's friend Riku tested positive for COVID. Prayers for joy in the face of
emotional and spiritual challenges during this time of pandemic.
Henkels - Stepmother Ko finding joy and spiritual community during treatment.
Henkels were able to buy a home for themselves & their children!
Tiffany - 92-year-old grandmother tested positive for COVID, currently hospitalized.
Cat - Childhood best friend Alexandria's parents both have COVID. Prayers for their
quick healing, and for Alexandria and her brother Daniel during this scary time.
Roger - Friend Jama lost her father, mother, and aunt to COVID in the last 3 weeks; her
son Ryan is in and out of the hospital with it, but local hospital's ICU is at capacity.
Laura - Daughter-in-law Emily Bergquist is 9 days into COVID and going through it at
home. Her husband & daughter are with her, negative so far.
Beth - Prayers for my father-in-law Bobby Smith still battling COVID. He has a long list
of health issues as well as Parkinson’s. Having good days and bad days; family is
hoping he is near the end of the virus.
Shannah Rae - Just signed a lease and moving to a new apartment this week. Here for
at least another two years!

COVENANT OF
CONCERNS
ONGOING CONCERNS
Scott - Prayers for East Village Church, suffered a fire
Anna and David - David lost his grandmother
Melba - Havalyn Jolly is in a nursing home and tested positive for COVID
Bev - Prayers for Bob's family
Meagan - Father and uncle tested positive for COVID
Roger - Friend Gemma: her whole family tested positive for COVID, father passed away
Lesley-Ann - Father's workplace closed, he is now looking for work at age 60
Tiffany - Rebecca's father tested positive for COVID, currently in the hospital
Ken - Healing for the nation
Connie - Joan Valentina's condition continues to change
Shannah - Don Chandler and Lori Chandler Kulbreth: Don is a pastor in AR. He has
COVID, his wife passed away this week from COVID, and his daughter Lori is on a
ventilator and it's not looking good.
Velma - Continuing prayers for grandson Jeremia and all the family with COVID.
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and faithful voice of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, adhering to historic Baptist
principles, freedoms and traditions. We

Metro Baptist Church is a Christian

value worship, religious education,

community where all are welcome

missions and evangelism, theological

regardless of gender identity, age,

depth and diversity, intellectual

sexual orientation, ethnicity, social

openness, religious freedom, social

standing, education, or economic

consciousness,responsible stewardship,

status. We believe that everyone is

and warm fellowship. Please speak with

created by God in the likeness of God

one of our ministers at the close of this

to be a full participant in God’s

morning’s service if you wish to join the

redemptive plan.

Metro family in our journey of faith.
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