
To all who are weary and need rest,
To all who mourn and need comfort,

To all who are lonely and need friendship,
To all who are complacent and need disturbing,

To all who sin and need a savior,
To all who are glad and would serve,

This church opens wide its doors.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost August 21, 2022

Welcome to worship! In our ongoing effort to best care for one another, we require that masks be worn at
all times during in-person worship unless leading from the stage. Thank you for your cooperation.

OPENING WORDS Tiffany Triplett Henkel
Pastor

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRELUDE “O For a Thousand Tongues” Jesse Warkentin, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP

O God, you are the gathering one
who calls us into community
with each other
to love and work,
to support and heal.

You are the gathering one
who calls us into community
with all people;
to bring justice and hope,
freedom and truth.

You are the gathering one
who calls us into community
with the whole creation;
to live in harmony,
to cherish and renew.

Let us worship the God
who makes us one.



PRAYER Joe Bergquist
Deacon

HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory“ Chalice 464

PASSING THE PEACE

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Aaron Moore
Welcome Survey: https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6

COVENANT OF CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 1:4-10, Hebrews 12:18-29 David Massengill

OFFERTORY “I Almost Let Go” Derrick McQueen
Online Giving: http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all good gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

INTRODUCTION Troy Messenger

SCRIPTURE Luke 13:10-17 Andréa Bradford
Ruling Elder, St. James Presbyterian

https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6
http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give


SERMON “Liberation’s Call” Derrick McQueen

HYMN “The Voice of God Is Calling” Chalice 666

CLOSING WORDS Tiffany Triplett Henkel

BENEDICTION Derrick McQueen

POSTLUDE Jesse Warkentin

You are invited to remain for post-service fellowship.
A camera and mic will be set up so remote and in-person attendees can visit with one another.

Refreshments are available in the courtyard. Please keep your mask on while inside.

Service Notes

Cover art is “Liberation” by Lukas Tengler.
The Call to Worship comes from the London-based non-profit Christian Aid, which works globally to eradicate
poverty and end injustice. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
The opening hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” is by Harry Emerson Fosdick, first pastor of The Riverside
Church in New York and is sung to CWM RHONDDA by John Hughes.
“The Voice of God Is Calling” is by John Haynes Holmes with music by William Lloyd.
Music reprinted by permission, OneLicense.net #A725088.

TODAY’S PREACHER

Rev. Dr. Derrick W. McQueen is the pastor of St. James Presbyterian Church
in Harlem, the oldest African American Presbyterian Church in New York
City. He serves as the first, ordained, out African American pastor of a
historic Black Church in the Presbyterian denomination. St. James is an
affirming congregation. Rev. McQueen and St. James is also in partnership
with LAB/SHUL, a “Storahtelling” Jewish Congregation, led by Rabbi
Amichai Lau-Lavie. He serves as a Christian partner as a Ritual Leader for
High Holy Day Seasons. They have completed a second anti-racism set of
sessions, “From Separation to Reparation.” The most recent iteration is
working through the lens of Howard Thurman’s Jesus and the Disinherited.
Derrick also serves as Vice Chair for the board of Auburn Seminary, which

equips bold and resilient leaders with the tools and resources needed for social justice movement in a
multifaith world. Dr. McQueen is the Associate Director for Community Partnerships at Columbia
University Center on African American Religion Sexual Politics and Social Justice—better known as
CARSS. The project brings together scholars, activists, clergy, and communities for the healing in
historic Black Church life culture. Rev. McQueen earned his is a Ph. D. in Homiletics and New
Testament at Union Theological Seminary (NYC). He also received an M. Div. in Worship and the Arts
from Union; and a B.A. in Theater Arts from Drew University. www.derrickmcqueen.com

And we welcome members of St. James Presbyterian who are also joining us today!

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.derrickmcqueen.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS

At the July 17 congregational meeting, we had the privilege
of hearing directly from Metro’s new Transition Consultant,
Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberg. The purpose of the next 6-9
months with Dr. Bamberg is to engage in intentional
conversation, exploration and discernment together so we
can better lay a foundation for the future of Metro’s mission
and sustainability. Our hope is that our whole Metro
community will participate in this process. You can begin
now by PRAYING - for the process and our congregation,

Dr. Bamberg, the Transition Team and staff. Also, mark your calendar for Sunday,
September 18 for worship and a post-service transition kick-off experience with Dr.
Bamberg.  More details to come, but please plan to join us in person or virtually that day.

Building Fund: In light of Metro’s immediate building needs, the Trustees
have voted to recommend that all “Open the Door Wider” capital campaign
funds be transferred to a general building fund for present and future capital
needs. Anyone who has donated or pledged to Metro’s recent capital campaign
are asked to sign a Donor Consent Form to approve this recommended use of
their funds. Consent forms can be found on the table in the rear of the

sanctuary or accessed digitally here. More information will be shared at Metro’s Quarterly
Church Conference on July 17. Immediate questions can be addressed to Metro Trustee, Stephen
Bouchard, at Stephen.Bouchard@yahoo.com.

Metro Baptist Church
410 W. 40th Street, New York, NY 10018  I  212-594-4464
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Hebrews 12.18-29
You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that
not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, ‘If
even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.’ Indeed, so terrifying was the
sight that Moses said, ‘I tremble with fear.’) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused
the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns
from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, ‘Yet once more I
will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.’ This phrase ‘Yet once more’ indicates the
removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which
we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.

Jeremiah 1.4-10
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’
Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ But the
Lord said to me,
‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.’
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.’



Luke 13:10-17
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a
woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite
unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are
set free from your ailment.’ When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight
and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on
the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which work ought to be done; come
on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.’ But the Lord answered him and said,
‘You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?’
When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all
the wonderful things that he was doing.


