
To all who are weary and need rest,
To all who mourn and need comfort,

To all who are lonely and need friendship,
To all who are complacent and need disturbing,

To all who sin and need a savior,
To all who are glad and would serve,

This church opens wide its doors.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost August 7, 2022

Welcome to worship! In our ongoing effort to best care for one another, we require that masks be worn at
all times during worship unless leading from the stage. Thank you for your cooperation.

OPENING WORDS Tiffany Triplett Henkel
Pastor

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRELUDE “Blessed Assurance” Jesse Warkentin, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP

Let us gather in this moment
just as we are
questioner
sinner
seeker
for we matter to God
more than doctrine, liturgy or creed

Let us gather in this space
just as we are
less than perfect
and fully human
in our needs and longings

Let us gather wherever
we find ourselves

just as we are
each of us created in the poetry

of love
and formed from the imagination

of heaven

Let us interrupt the world
this morning

wherever we are
and worship God.



PRAYER Alan H. Green
Deacon

HYMN “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above“ Chalice 6

PASSING THE PEACE

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY
Welcome Survey: https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6

COVENANT OF CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER Meagan Smith

OFFERTORY “I’m Gonna Praise God Anyway” Jesse Warkentin
Online Giving: http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all good gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SCRIPTURE Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Eliza Richardson

SERMON “Defining Faith” Tiffany Triplett Henkel

COMMUNION

https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6
http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give


HYMN “God of Our Life” Chalice 713

CLOSING WORDS

BENEDICTION Tiffany Triplett Henkel

POSTLUDE Jesse Warkentin

You are invited to remain for post-service fellowship.
A camera and mic will be set up so remote and in-person attendees can visit with one another.
Refreshments are available in the courtyard. Please keep your mask on while inside.

Service Notes

Cover art is “Chama River Ghost Ranch, New Mexico” by Georgia O’Keefe, 1937.
The prelude setting of “Blessed Assurance” is arranged by Marianne Kim.
The Call to Worship is from the New Kilpatrick Parish Church in Glasgow, Scotland. Their liturgical resources may
be found at https://www.nkchurch.org.uk/original-liturgy.
“Sing Praise to God” is by Johann Schütz and is sung to a 16th century German melody.
“I’m Gonna Praise God Anyway,” is by Jon Waller and arranged by Bradley Knight.
“God of Our Life” is by Hugh Kerr with music by Charles Henry Purday.
Music reprinted by permission, OneLicense.net #A725088.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

At the July 17 congregational meeting, we had the privilege
of hearing directly from Metro’s new Transition Consultant,
Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberge, as we begin our process together.
The purpose of this next 6-9 months is to engage in
intentional conversation, exploration and discernment
together so we can better lay a foundation for the future of
Metro’s mission and sustainability. Our hope is that our
whole Metro community will participate in this process.
You can begin now by PRAYING - for the process and our

congregation, Dr. Bamberg, the Transition Team and staff. Also, mark your calendar for
Sunday, September 18 for worship and a post-service transition kick-off experience with
Dr. Bamberg.  More details to come, but please plan to join us in person or virtually that day.

Building Fund
In light of Metro’s immediate building needs, the Trustees have voted to
recommend that all “Open the Door Wider” capital campaign funds be
transferred to a general building fund for present and future capital needs.
Anyone who has donated or pledged to Metro’s recent capital campaign are



asked to sign a Donor Consent Form to approve this recommended use of their funds. Consent
forms can be found on the table in the rear of the sanctuary or accessed digitally here. More
information will be shared at Metro’s Quarterly Church Conference on July 17. Immediate
questions can be addressed to Metro Trustee, Stephen Bouchard, at
Stephen.Bouchard@yahoo.com.

This if the final week of RMM’s 6-week summer day camp experience. The theme this summer
is “WONDERLAND” and has been focused on encouraging campers to look through the lens of
wonder to engage their curiosity and creativity. Registration is full for this final week and will be
led by our local staff, with a group from Gayton Baptist Church assisting the camp at Greater
Restoration Baptist Church in Brooklyn. Special thanks to the church groups from around the
country who have helped lead the other 5 weeks of camp this summer. Keep our campers and
staff in your prayers for this final week.

Meet Seth Scoville!
I will be joining RMM in the youth program and the food justice
coordination! I am currently studying at Southern Utah University and
will graduate soon. I love to talk and am bilingual (almost trilingual)
entonces si quieran hablar no se preocupen aquí estaré! I spend my free
time climbing, skating, and gaming. I absolutely love water sports so if
you are sailing please let me know!
Seth joins the resident staff team of Metro Baptist Church and

Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries as a Program Assistant. We look forward to getting to know
him more in the coming months.  Welcome, Seth!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUBlL_SVIYKvhfvaNPzEUnxUK2qfVQCD/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Stephen.Bouchard@yahoo.com
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NOTES (not to be printed):
Troy - Aaron, Tony, Shannah, follow up on Laura, Joan Porter (clarinet),

Labor Day service - Lord’s Prayer or something with 3-4 parts, reflection, music, congregational
participation.

Laura B, Julia O’Brien, maybe recorded piece from the kids, other worship person

Troy email parents about meeting

Meagan away - August 19-27
Could join august 22 meeting

Staff retreat - maybe troy join - Aug 15-16
Hosting, other worship conversation

Week before Tiffany is out.
Tony - reach out for tech
Allen Berryman
Isabella

Troy think of streamlined one camera

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

11:2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.

11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible.

11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.

11:9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.

11:10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

11:11 By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old--and Sarah herself
was barren--because he considered him faithful who had promised.

11:12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many
as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore."

11:13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,



11:14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.

11:15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return.

11:16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Faith: have faith for progressive Christians.
Does it mean believing the old stories we grew up with
How complex is the idea of faith
Faith in doctrine
Faith in community. Is it dynamic
Faith based on historical understandings. Remember but also look towards what is not yet seen.
Seeking a homeland

Interactive - what are other stories in your journey of faith
Things haven’t returned in the way that people expected
A bit of loss


