
To all who are weary and need rest,
To all who mourn and need comfort,

To all who are lonely and need friendship,
To all who are complacent and need disturbing,

To all who sin and need a savior,
To all who are glad and would serve,

This church opens wide its doors.

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost July 10, 2022

Welcome to worship! In our ongoing effort to best care for one another, we require that masks be worn at
all times during worship unless leading from the stage. Thank you for your cooperation.

OPENING WORDS Tiffany Triplett Henkel
Pastor

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRELUDE Adam Cole Klepper, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP “The Ponds,” by Mary Oliver

PRAYER Carole Collins
Deacon

HYMN “How Great Thou Art” Chalice 33

PASSING OF THE PEACE

WONDERING Meagan Smith
Director of Youth Programming

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Rosie Rizzo
Program Assistant

Welcome Survey: https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6

COVENANT OF CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER Tiffany Triplett Henkel

https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6


OFFERTORY Jason Watkins, soloist

Online Giving: http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all good gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SCRIPTURE Psalm 139: 1, 13-18 Member of Homeswood BC

SERMON “Waking Up To Wonder” Laurel Cluthe
Guest Preacher

HYMN “Creating God”

CLOSING WORDS Tiffany Triplett Henkel

BENEDICTION Laurel Cluthe

POSTLUDE Adam Cole Klepper

http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give


“The Ponds”, by Mary Oliver

Every year
the lilies
are so perfect
I can hardly believe

their lapped light crowding
the black,
mid-summer ponds.
Nobody could count all of them –

the muskrats swimming
among the pads and the grasses
can reach out
their muscular arms and touch

only so many, they are that
rife and wild.
But what in this world
is perfect?

I bend closer and see
how this one is clearly lopsided –
and that one wears an orange blight –
and this one is a glossy cheek

half nibbled away –
and that one is a slumped purse
full of its own
unstoppable decay.

Still, what I want in my life
is to be willing
to be dazzled –
to cast aside the weight of facts

and maybe even
to float a little
above this difficult world.
I want to believe I am looking

into the white fire of a great mystery.
I want to believe that the imperfections are

nothing –
that the light is everything – that it is more

than the sum
of each flawed blossom rising and fading.

And I do.

You are invited to remain for post-service fellowship.
A camera and mic will be set up so remote and in-person attendees can visit with one another.

Refreshments are available in the courtyard. Please keep your mask on while inside.

Service Notes

The Cover Image, known as "Webb's First Deep Field," is the first full-color image from the next-generation James
Webb Space Telescope. The image was released this past Monday and is the sharpest infrared image of the distant
universe ever produced, according to NASA.

The call to worship is Mary Oliver’s poem, “The Ponds.” Read more about her at the Poetry Foundation.

The words and music to “How Great Thou Art” are by Stuart K. Hine and are based on a Swedish folk melody and a
poem by Carl Gustav Boberg.

“Creating God” is by Jeffrey Rowthorn, a retired Welsh Anglican bishop who taught at Union Seminary and Yale
Divinity School. We sing it to the traditional English tune O WALY WALY.

Music reprinted by permission, OneLicense.net #A725088.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-oliver


TODAY’S PREACHER

Rev. Laurel Cluthe (she/her) serves as Pastor of Families at
Holmeswood Baptist Church in Kansas City, Missouri. She has an
MDiv and MSW from Truett Seminary and Baylor University, and she
has served in Boston, Houston and Portland, Oregon. She is thrilled to
spend this week at Metro and RMM with Holmeswood’s mission team
and among beloved community. When not churching, she is writing
songs and cooking with her spouse, Matt, and chasing their little dog,
Sam.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Metro’s 3rd Quarterly Church Conference
TODAY, July 17 following morning worship

Everyone is invited to join for Metro’s congregational meeting today
following worship. Included in the meeting will be an introduction from

Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberg, Transition Consultant. Full agenda and supporting documents
can be found here or via the QR code to the left.

Our camp theme this summer is “WONDERLAND” and will are encouraging campers to
look through the lens of wonder to engage their curiosity and creativity. There are 4
remaining weeks of camp. Registration is still open to any students entering 1st thru 6th
grades. Email Meagan at msmith@rmmnyc.org for more details.

This week, we are excited to welcome Holmeswood Baptist Church of Kansas City, MO!
They will be leading our 3rd week of camp here at Metro and for our sister church,
Greater Restoration Baptist Church in Brooklyn. Welcome and thank you, FBC
Columbus! CLUE Camp Registration: t.ly/zmL9

In light of Metro’s immediate building needs, the Trustees have
voted to recommend that all “Open the Door Wider” capital
campaign funds be transferred to a general building fund for
present and future capital needs. Anyone who has donated or
pledged to Metro’s recent capital campaign are asked to sign a
Donor Consent Form to approve this recommended use of their

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XHpN02A46Wiud6oLnlJl1FjPgdzvdzHl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117549838341517908709&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:msmith@rmmnyc.org
http://t.ly/zmL9


funds. Consent forms can be found on the table in the rear of the sanctuary or
accessed digitally here. More information will be shared at Metro’s Quarterly Church
Conference on July 17. Immediate questions can be addressed to Metro Trustee,
Stephen Bouchard, at Stephen.Bouchard@yahoo.com.

Metro Baptist Church
410 W. 40th Street, New York, NY 10018  I  212-594-4464

www.mbcnyc.org  I  mbc@mbcnyc.org

Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries: www.rmmnyc.org
Hell’s Kitchen Farm Project: www.hkfp.org

Affiliated and partnered with the Alliance of Baptists and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

Rev. Tiffany Triplett Henkel Pastor
Natassja Agina Program Assistant
Allyson Dietrich Receptionist
Cat Fernando Remote Program Assistant
Anita Massengill Financial Administrator & Worship Leader
Rev. Dr. Troy Messenger Worship Coordinator
Aaron Moore Program Assistant
Janice Ollivierre Receptionist
Rosie Rizzo Administrative Assistant
Rev. Meagan Smith Director of Youth Programming

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUBlL_SVIYKvhfvaNPzEUnxUK2qfVQCD/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Stephen.Bouchard@yahoo.com

