
 
 

To all who are weary and need rest, 
     To all who mourn and need comfort, 

       To all who are lonely and need friendship, 
       To all who are complacent and need disturbing, 

     To all who sin and need a savior, 
    To all who are glad and would serve, 

     This church opens wide its doors. 

 
 

7th Sunday in Easter   May 29, 2022 
 
“I find that the theological answer for suffering is not really an answer at all. Rather, the Bible is about looking at evil square in the face 

and calling it ‘evil.’ All of my work inevitably comes to the questions of wrestling with the question of evil and hope. Of the different 

ways to address the problem, I think the most effective approach is through the arts, because the question itself is not, fundamentally, a 

rational question. You need the world of imagination – the language of art – in order to be convincing in wrestling with it. Lamentations 

is a path to understanding this issue. We in the West don’t know how to lament … I see my art as part of the river of God, made up of 

God’s tears, which I have in common with a broken world. Rather than offering an idealized landscape for people to look to as an escape 

from reality, I paint in the ashes. Out of the ashes. From the ashes. And I’m not offering false hope, nor am I offering a nihilistic spiral 

of despair. Rather, I’m interpreting a longing that is deeply hopeful and real.” - Makoto Fujimura, Artist 

 

OPENING WORDS  Meagan Smith 
  Director of Youth Programming 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you.  
 Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

 Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

PRELUDE "Hymn to the Fallen" by John Williams Jesse Warkentin 
  Pianist
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

 Our children have become “generation lockdown”  

 They have marched for their lives,  

 taken to the streets demanding change that hasn’t come. 

 They take breaks from their learning to practice what to do when it happens.  

 “When,” not “if,” 4th grade poet Sarah writes.  
 

 Lord, listen to your children praying  
 

 Violeta, 13:  

 Who would have thought sanctuaries 

 would no longer be safe? 

 We never get to heal 

 when our wounds reopen again and again 
 

 Lord, listen to your children praying  
 

 



 Zachary, 14:  

 I have grown up on gun violence 

 like every other child of post-common sense America, 

I have written so many poems after tragedies…. 

about death, about the dying, about sobbing mothers 

I’ve written so many poems that I just can’t stand it anymore. 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying  
 

Jilli, 17: 

I don’t want to live with this fear on my chest. This guilt.  

I wasn’t there. I was down the street.  

Calling my friends, waiting for the simple response of “I’m okay”  

So could you tell me how? How to move on?  

How to go to school when my classmates can’t anymore?  
 

Lord, listen to your children praying  
 

Enough is enough, they said.  

Christ have mercy.  
 

Not one more, they cried.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

PRAYER  Joe Bergquist 
   Deacon 

 

HYMN “Be Still My Soul” 
  

 Be still, my soul: for God is on your side; 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 

Trust in your God, your savior and your guide, 

Who through all changes faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a peaceful end. 
 

Be still, my soul: for God will undertake 

To guide the future surely as the past.  

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

The voice that calmed them in this world below. 
 

This is my prayer, O Ruler of all nations: 

Let thy reign come; on earth thy will be done. 

In peace may all earth’s people draw together, 

And hearts united learn to live as one.  

O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 

Myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 

 

 



LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY  Dorcas Ewoodzie 
   Program Assistant 
 

 Welcome Survey: https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6  
 

  
 

COVENANT OF CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Tiffany Triplett Henkel 
   Pastor 
 

OFFERTORY “Weepin’ Mary” Anita Massengill 
   Soloist 
     

 Online Giving: http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give 
 

  
 

DOXOLOGY 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Praise God, the source of all good gifts! 

 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 16:16-34  Donna Thompson 

 

SERMON “Herstory” Paula Nance 
   Preacher  

 

LITANY OF RESPONSE 
  

 Come, Holy Spirit! 

Blessed are you, Spirit of faith, 

for you reveal a God in whose image 

female and male, people of all genders,  

are equally made and blessed and loved. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of grace, 

for you fill the hearts of women and girls 

who dream of a life that is safe and free and joyful. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

https://forms.gle/XQuFx98vDEUvyHyh6
http://mbcnyc.org/get-involved/give


Blessed are you, Spirit of peace, 

for you inspire the women and girls 

who work for a world without violence. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of courage, 

for you speak through the women and girls 

who question the patterns and challenge the causes of violence. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of power, 

for you raise up women and girls to be wise leaders, 

passionate advocates, agents of change. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of healing, 

for you enfold the women and girls 

who tend the wounds of abuse and shame and fear. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of community, 

for you bring women and girls together 

to do together what cannot be done in isolation. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Blessed are you, Spirit of integrity, 

for you call all people to be partners for change, 

working together with mutual trust and respect. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Breathe hope into places of conflict 

and build up the peacemakers, 

so that girls and women can live in safety. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Bring light into dark places 

and stand by the truth-tellers, 

so that girls and women can be free of fear. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Lift up the lowly, scatter the proud 

and fight for the justice-workers, 

so that girls and women can flourish and thrive. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

come to your beloved daughters today 

with freedom and with peace through Jesus Christ, 

who was born of the woman Mary, 

to bring abundant life to all. Amen. 

 

HYMN  “God of the Women” 
  

 God of the women who answered your call, 

Trusting your promises, giving their all, 

Women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth — 

Give us their courage to live in your truth. 



 

God of the women who walked Jesus' Way, 

Giving their resources, learning to pray, 

Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more — 

May we give freely as they did before. 
 

God of the women long put to the test, 

Left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed, 

Quietly asking: "Who smiled at my birth?" — 

In Jesus' dying you show us our worth. 
 

God of the women who ran from the tomb, 

Prayed with the others in that upper room, 

Then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day — 

May we so gladly proclaim you today. 
 

O God of Phoebe and ministers all, 

May we be joyful in answering your call. 

Give us the strength of your Spirit so near 

That we may share in your ministry here. 

 

CLOSING WORDS  Meagan Smith 
 

BENEDICTION  Paula Nance 
 

POSTLUDE  Jesse Warkentin 

 
 

You are invited to remain for post-service fellowship. 
A camera and mic will be set up so virtual and in-person attendees can visit with one another. Refreshments are available 

in the courtyard. Please keep mask on while inside. 

 
 

 

SERVICE NOTES: 
 

Cover art is "Columbine Flowers," Makoto Fujimura, painted in 2001 as a response to the 1999 Columbine High School shooting.  
 

Call to Worship compiled and written by Rev. Meagan Smith with quotes from Violeta Esquivel, middle school student in Los Angeles, CA;  

Zachary Suri,  high school student in Austin, TX; and Jilli Spencer, a high school student in Santa Clarita, CA, where there was a mass shooting in 

November of 2019. 
 

“Be Still My Soul” is by Katharina von Schlegel and “This Is My Song” is by Georgia Harkness. They are both sung to the FINLANDIA by Jean 

Sibelius. 
 

“Weepin’ Mary” - Negro Spiritual arranged by H.T. Burleigh 
 

The closing litany is from Liturgy for Prayers to End Violence Against Women, © The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation and is used 

by permission. 
 

“God of the Women” is by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette and is sung to the traditional Irish Melody SLANE. 
 

Music reprinted by permission, OneLicense.net #A725088.  

 

 

Today’s preacher is Rev. Paula Nance. Paula is an actor, minister, teacher, aunt, 

daughter, niece, sister, friend, and ice-cream lover!  (Not necessarily in that order) She 

was the Associate Minister of Metro and the Director of Family Planning and Services 

for RMM from 1999-2001.  She has sung in the choir, served as a deacon, and been on 

several committees--including the worship committee--throughout the past 22 

years.  Paula loves being a part of the Metro family and is truly grateful to call Metro 

"home."  



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
On Sunday, May 1 2022, the congregation voted to set up a 

special fund to pay the fees for a consultant recommended by the 

Transition Committee. This professional consultant, Rev. Dr. Claire 

Bamberg, will guide our congregation through next steps to 
discern the needs of our congregation, our building and our 

neighborhood. The Trustees of Metro enthusiastically encourage all 
members to participate in contributing to this fund in addition to 
continuing your giving to Metro’s regular budget. To ensure your 

offering is designated to the correct fund, please use link or QR 
code below. You may also send a check with instructions for the designated Consultant Fund to the 

church office, or you can make a pledge to the Consultant Fund by emailing Metro Trustee, Laura 
Bergquist (laurabergquist@mac.com). We thank the members of the Transition Committee for all of 
their work and ask that we join them and our staff in prayer for these next steps.   
  

 Consultant Fund Link: Information About Consultant:  

 t.ly/rcdV is.gd/4S8iAW 
 

    
  
  

 
 

Details & Reservations: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-gospel-of-john-tickets-350453725527 

 

 
 

Sunday, June 26 at 2:00 pm on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89186712408  

Book Selection:  How Beautiful We Were by Imbolo Mbue  
 

Metro Book Club will meet once a month on a Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm for a time of discussion 

and fellowship. Everyone is invited to join for the months that work for them - there is no commitment 
or pressure to join every month :). Email Meagan (msmith@rmmnyc.org) with any questions. 
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After two years of limited in-person camp programming, we are excited to offer a full summer of 
CLUE Camp this year! Camp will run July 5th - August 11th and registration is currently open to any 

students who will be entering 1st through 6th grades this fall.  Reach out to Meagan 
(msmith@rmmnyc.org) with any questions or click below to register for camp. 

 
 CLUE Camp Registration: t.ly/zmL9 
 

  
 

 

Hell’s Kitchen Farm Project CSA 
 

Interested in getting more fresh vegetables into your diet, while also 
supporting small, local farming?  Well, we can help you! 
 

Join the CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) to receive fresh 

produce, picked up every week at Metro. Full, half, and subsidized 
shares are available.  You can also sign up for 10 weeks of fresh flowers! 
 

To learn more or to sign up, visit www.hkfp.org/csa.  
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