The Worship of God
Christmas +4

CHORAL ANTHEM
SERMON

January 20, 2019

Wine Signs

*HYMN #631

Lift Every Voice and Sing

If you would like to formally join our community of faith or profess something
publicly about your journey of faith, we invite you to speak to a pastor at this time.

PRELUDE
WORDS OF GATHERING

Scott Stearman
Pastor
Congregation read the bold print

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

CHORAL INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP

Based on Psalm 35

*A LITANY FOR MLK DAY

Adapted from the Poor People’s Campaign

Today, we remember the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., whose prophetic
journey continues to mark our days, inspire our hearts, and guide our feet.
In this moment of celebration let’s allow our attention to focus on a world that is
still sin-sick and falls so short of the mark of love and justice.
Before we move on, allow our hearts to be broken open for the child of
hunger, one of the 40 million living in poverty in this the richest of lands.

No matter how far we wander from you, O God,
your steadfast love finds us.
No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God,
your steadfast righteousness sustains us.
No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God,
your steadfast presence gives us hope.
No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God,
you hear our cries and answer our prayers.

Before we move on, allow our hearts to be broken open with the mother in
Flint who cannot trust the contaminated water in her sink.

Thanks be to God!

Before we move on, allow our hearts to be broken open for the brother in
prison in this nation that has the highest incarceration rate in the world.

INVOCATION

Before we move on, allow our hearts to be broken open with the immigrant
father hiding in the storeroom of the 7-Eleven.
Before we move on, allow our hearts to be broken open with the
grandmother who marched with Dr. King only to find her name removed
from voter registration rolls when attempting to vote.

Alan H. Green
Deacon

*HYMN OF PRAISE #4

Holy, Holy Holy! Lord God Almighty!

MLK VIDEO
LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

Brittani O’Connell

Sanctuary Arts Coordinator
Updates about Metro and our community ministry, Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries.
Guests are welcomed to fill out a card so that we may have a record of your visit.
Optional childcare is provided for children. Leaders can be found at the back.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Tiffany Triplett Henkel
Pastor

Isaiah 62:1-5

HYMN #575

Move us forward as beloved community “caught in an inescapable network
of mutuality, bound in a single garment of destiny.”

Epiphany Bible Study
The Warriors
Upstart Creatures Reading
Potluck and Business Meeting
Epiphany Bible Study

First Quarterly Business Meeting

Join us on Sunday, January 27, for a potluck and our first quarterly
business meeting immediately following the service.
Bring a side or a dessert to share!
On the agenda for this meeting:
• 2018 Finance Report
• 2019 Annual Budget
• 2019 Deacon slate affirmation

Epiphany Bible Study – Wednesdays at 6:30
You’re welcome to join us at the
following homes for our Epiphany
Bible Study series. We’ll start with a
light meal at 6:30 and a study from 7
to 8 pm. Blake Tommey will be
leading most of the studies, which
will be based on the gospel text from
the Sunday previous. Please RSVP to
one of the pastors or
to mbc@mbcnyc.org.

Jan. 23 – Hosted by the Henkels
Jan. 30 – Hosted by Connie Brown

POSTLUDE

Come and Find the Quiet Center

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY

Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God the source of all good gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

John 2:1-11

*Please stand as you are able.
Members may remain after the service for a discussion of the 2019 budget.

Roger Smith

OFFERTORY PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

Move us forward to experience fierce joy–dance and laughter, the wild and the
holy– that no one can take from us.

Jan 23
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 27
Jan 30

Please join us after the service for coffee hour and fellowship.

COVENANT OF CONCERNS

SCRIPTURE READING

Move us forward to challenge injustice,
to resist and repair, to march and to vote, to disrupt and to wake up.
Move us forward to stand for structures that support
the many and not just the few.

GREETING ONE ANOTHER

Coming Up

Scott Stearman

If you need assistance, please find the staff
member wearing a black polo shirt.
This Week’s Host: Brittani O’Connell
This Week’s Deacon: Alan H. Green
This Week’s Usher: Connie Brown

Find us on social media
Facebook.com/metrobaptist
Instagram.com/rmmnyc
Twitter.com/rmmnyc

Anita Massengill

The Warriors - January 25
Honey Dipped Productions - January 25th 7:30pm
Admission is by donation
12 years old, Chicago actress Mary Hollis Inboden survived the
Westside Middle School massacre, one of the most shocking events of
the 90s. But who writes history when nobody’s the victor? In an honest
and irreverent homecoming that mixes fact, fiction, identity, and
history, Mary Hollis recruits an ensemble of her former classmates to
help capture their stories, not of the tragic event that unites them, but
of the daily battles and triumphs that define their present.
Upstart Creatures Reading – January 26
More details to come!

