
The Worship of God 
First Sunday of Advent                     December 2, 2018 
 
 

PRELUDE  
 
WORDS OF GATHERING Scott Stearman 

Pastor 
 

Congregation read the bold print 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

CHORAL INTROIT  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

On this first Sunday of Advent, the darkness still grows 
but we light candles piercing the darkness.  
 

Blood has been shed around the world 
but we sing songs of peace. 
 

Hatred is ascendant and injustice present  
but we celebrate the perfect love that casts out fear.  
 

Power corrupts, riches spoil, hearts grow cold 
but we await a child with a pure heart who shows another way.  
 

The seas rise, the climate changes, terror rises  
but hope also rises as compassion flows from above.  
 

We walk into this growing season of darkness with expectation 
that the dark headlines are no match for the light of Christ.     
 

INVOCATION Dan Henkel 
Deacon 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE #136 Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming 
 
GREETING ONE ANOTHER/HANGING OF THE GREEN 

 

 
LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Brooklyn Lovelace 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Updates about Metro and our community ministry, Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries.   
Guests are welcomed to fill out a card so that we may have a record of your visit. 

Optional childcare is provided for children. Leaders can be found at the back. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Caitlyn Griffith-Heritage 
 

The first Advent candle is lit for Hope.  
Its small flickering flame is a bearer of hope.  
In the darkness of despair and doubt, it proclaims the light – the light of hope.  
‘It shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot extinguish it.’  
We dare to hope that wherever God's people gather to light a candle,  
the light of hope will burn more brightly 

 
HYMN #128 One Candle is Lit, vs. 1 

 
COVENANT OF CONCERNS   
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Tiffany Triplett Henkel 

Pastor 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 33:14-16 Joan Valentina 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 
OFFERTORY    
 

*DOXOLOGY  Tune: In Dulci Jubilo 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures here below.      
Praise above ye heavenly hosts Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 21:25-36  
 
SERMON  Decorate - Celebrate Scott Stearman 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

         LOVE FEAST HYMN Morning Star, O Cheering Sight 
 

1. Morning Star, O cheering sight! Ere thou cam'st, how dark earth's night! 
Morning Star, O cheering sight! Ere thou cam'st, how dark earth's night! 
Jesus mine, in me shine; in me shine, Jesus mine; 
fill my heart with light divine. 
 

2. Morning Star, thy glory bright far excels the sun's clear light. 
Morning Star, thy glory bright far excels the sun's clear light. 
Jesus be, constantly, Constantly, Jesus be 
More than thousand suns to me. 
 

3. Thy glad beams, thou Morning Star, cheer the nations near and far. 
Thy glad beams, thou Morning Star, cheer the nations near and far. 
Thee we own, Lord alone, Lord alone, thee we own, 
Our dear Savior, God's dear Son. 
 

4. Morning Star, my soul's true light, tarry not, dispel my night. 
Morning Star, my soul's true light, tarry not, dispel my night. 
Jesus mine, in me shine; in me shine, Jesus mine; 
Fill my heart with light divine. 

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
 
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #91 Silent Night 

 

If you would like to formally join our community of faith or profess something 
publicly about your journey of faith, we invite you to speak to a pastor at this time. 

 

*BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE  

Please join us after the service for coffee hour and fellowship.   
 

*Please stand as you are able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advent Pastoral Drop In 
December 3 from 3:30 – 8:30pm 
Members and Friends of Metro Baptist are invited to the 
“Advent Pastoral Drop In” at the Stearman’s.  Saturday, 
December 8th from 3:30 to 6:30.  Come by for some pre-
Christmas cheer and connect with your fellow 
congregants.  1 Columbus Place, Apt. N24E (59th street 
just west of 9th avenue).  RSVP to 
sstearman@mbcnyc.org.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Staff Christmas Offering 
Metro has a tradition of giving an offering to our staff during 
the Christmas season to let them know how much we love 
and appreciate their leadership of our church family.  Please 
help us say thank you - no amount is too small or large!   
You can:  

A. Make checks out to Metro Baptist Church with “Staff Christmas 
Offering” in the memo line. 

B. Give cash in an envelope/with a note that says “Staff Christmas 
Offering.” 

Offerings can be given in one of three ways between now and 
December 16.   

1. Drop it in the offering plate. 
2. Give it to Anita Massengill or any Trustee/Deacon in person. 
3. Bring it by the church office 

 
 

 

Congratulations, Bo and Anna! 
Congratulations to Anna Chatfield and Bo Braun on 
the birth of their son Miles Chatfield Braun, who was 
born on November 28, 2018.  Congrats also to the 
proud grandparents, Ken and Bosondo Braun!   
 

 

“The Gospel of John on the eve of Christmas-Eve.”   
December 23 at 5:30 pm   
Join the Metro family as the entire book of John is recited by our Ken 
Jennings.  Ken has memorized John’s book, and tells the story as John 
would have his fellow prisoners on the island of Patmos.  Come and hear 
the gospel as if for the first time.  No charge, donations to Metro will be 
received and coffee will be served.  Runtime is approx. 90 minutes.   

 

Ruby Rims & Friends do the Can-Can 
Sundays, December 2, 9, & 16 at 7:00 pm 
A benefit for the Rauschenbusch Metro 
Ministries Food Pantry.  $20 cover with 
canned and non-perishable food.  For 
reservations or questions, call 212-564-1058. 
 

 

Volunteer for Christmas Meal 
Monday, Dec 25, 11:15 am - 1:30 pm 
Volunteers are needed to help serve Metro’s annual Community 
Christmas meal.  To sign up, email Brooklyn at volunteer@rmmnyc.org. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE(S) – Epiphany Bible Study 
Beginning on Wednesday January 9, plan to join the Metro family for 
home-based “Epiphany Bible Studies.”  Every Wednesday in January at 
6:30.  Details to come.  

 

If you need assistance, please find the staff 
member wearing a black polo shirt. 

 

This Week’s Host: Brooklyn Lovelace 
This Week’s Deacon: Dan Henkel 
This Week’s Usher: Connie Brown 
 

Coming Up 
Tonight  Ruby Rims Does the Can Can 
Dec 9 Advent Choral Service 
 Ruby Rims Does the Can Can 
Dec 13 Homecoming 
Dec 16 Dramatic Presentation by Metro Kids 
 Ruby Rims Does the Can Can 
Dec 18 Living Well Graduation 
Dec 23  Gospel of John presentation 
 


