
 The Worship of God 
Lent 1                                         March 5, 2017 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE  
 
WORDS OF GATHERING  Scott Stearman 

Pastor 
The congregation is asked to read the boldface text. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
We gather in this Lenten season preparing for the confusion of Palm Sunday,  
the darkness of Good Friday, and the glorious mystery of Easter.  
May God bless our minds, hearts, and hands as we light.   

 
CHORAL INTROIT   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Holy God: in this season of Lent, we remember Jesus  
Who went out into the desert to fast and undergo temptation.  
We confess that we are often distracted by material comforts  
And tempted to value them above the needs of others. 
We confess that we do not live by bread or worldly provision alone,  
But by every word that comes from your mouth. 
May we fill our mouths, our hearts, our minds now with your words  
To better serve in compassion and enlightenment   
May we, by setting aside worldly distractions  
Become more like Christ.  
May we, with purified motives and deeper understanding,  
Receive the power of the Spirit to truly live.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 

 
INVOCATION Joe Bergquist 

Deacon 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE #288 O God of Vision, v. 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME Tiffany Triplett Henkel 

Pastor 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND LITANY OF PREPARATION: 
 

Jesus, who endured temptation, who enters the wilderness of our hungers,  
our lust for power, our eagerness to test God: 
be with us on our journey to Jerusalem. 
Jesus, who stayed true to your calling,   
who set aside glory to bring us into communion with God: 
hold us in your tender embrace. 
Jesus of the Feast, who was broken so we might be healed,  
who poured out your self to drench us in grace: 
feed us and guide us as a shepherd 

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUPS 
 
 

 LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Brooklyn Lovelace 
Administrative and Program Assistant 

Updates about Metro and our community ministry, Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries.   
Optional childcare is provided for children. Leaders can be found at the back. 

 
HYMN  Christ Jesus Knew a Wilderness 

words: Jane Parker Huber 
 

1. Christ Jesus knew a wilderness 
Of noonday heat and nighttime cold, 
Of doubts and hungers, new and old, 
Temptation waiting to take hold. 
 

2. Christ Jesus knew uncertainty. 
Would all forsake, deny, betray? 
Would crowds that followed turn away? 
Would powers of evil hold their sway? 
 

3. Christ Jesus knew an upper room, 
An olive grove, a judgment hall, 
A skull-like hill, a drink of gall, 
An airless tomb, bereft of all. 
 

4. Christ Jesus, in our wilderness, 
You are our bread, our drink, our light. 
Your death and rising set things right. 
Your presence puts our fears to flight. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Alan Green 

Deacon 
 
OFFERTORY    
 
*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
COVENANT OF CONCERNS  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER Tiffany Triplett Henkel 

 

 
SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 4:1-11 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Things I Know Now 

from Into the Woods 
composer/lyricist: Stephen Sondheim 

Anna Laura Strider 

 
SERMON Into the Woods… Scott Stearman 
 
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #558 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
I 

 

If you want to formally become a member of Metro, or wish to profess publicly your faith, you are  
 

invited to come forward and speak to the pastor or minister at this time.   
 

*BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE   

Please join us for coffee hour fellowship following the service. 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

 
 

You are invited to Metro’s Lenten Home Bible Studies.   They begin next 
week and run for five weeks.  Supper is served at 6:30, followed by Bible 

Study at 7:00. 
 

Dates & hosts are: 
March 9 (Thurs) - Tiffany & Dan 
March 14 (Tues) - Rebecca & Jacob 
March 21 (Tues) - Ronnie & Barbara 
March 27 (Mon) - Laura & Joe 
April 5 (Wed) - Scott & Cecelia 

 

Contact Scott at sstearman@mbcnyc.org to RSVP  
& for respective addresses. 

 
 

Stomping Ground Theatre Company presents 
 

Steel Magnolias 
By Robert Harling 

 

March 10, 11 & 12 (Fri, Sat & Sun) 
March 17, 18 & 19 (Fri, Sat & Sun) 

All shows at 8:00 pm 
 
 

Directed by Angela Shultz 
Cast features Katherine Alt Keener*, Laura Daniel*, Katie Donnelly, 

Rebecca Hoodwin*, Anna Laura Strider, and Joan Valentina*. 
Steel Magnolias is an *Equity Approved Showcase. 

Tickets are $18 and can be purchased at 
www. SteelMagnoliasNYC.eventbrite.com 

A portion of ticket and concession sales will support RMM's Living Well program. 
 

 

Book Group Gathering – March 12 
 

There will be a book group gathering to discuss Joanne 
Harris' Chocolat on Sunday, March 12, at 1:00 in the 
second floor library.  Participants are asked to read the 
book and bring lunch for themselves and a chocolate 
dessert to share. There are a limited numbers of copies 
available in the church office that can be shared 

among those interested in participating.  If you have any questions, 
please see Paula Nance or Anita Massengill. 
 

 
 
 

 

Coming Up 
 

March 6 (Mon) First Lenten Home Bible Study  
March 10-19 Steel Magnolias    
Mar 12 (Sun)  Chocolat Book Group  
March 31 (Fri) Because I Can, Sir! 
June 3-4 Celebration of Ronnie Adams 
 

 


