
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus often “caught” His followers in some pretty embarrassing situations and 

conversations.  One of those times is portrayed in this section of Scripture that 

we’ll be studying today.  Here’s the setting: Christ has just told His disciples that 

He is going to be killed. Truthfully, not something His crew wanted to hear or 

accept.  Then He starts walking them toward Jerusalem, the place where He 

told them His murder would occur.  So what are the guys discussing on this 

rather ominous and momentous journey?  Not how great Jesus was, but which 

one of them was the greatest!  Seriously, this is what they were pridefully 

deliberating while adding up the pros & cons for each one of themselves.  Now 

the Lord, playing like He doesn’t know, asks them what they’re talking about.  

And when He pops this question, they are obviously mortified.  They 

immediately drop their debate as if they could somehow keep the truth of their 

pettiness from the omniscient God of Greatness.  Then what happens?  Jesus 

sits Himself down, He gathers the disciples around Himself and He begins to 

teach them what true greatness really looks like as defined by God.  It was a 

definition their pompous hearts needed to learn and start living by.  2,000 years 

later, it is a definition our equally pompous hearts need to learn and live by 

every bit as much! 

Jesus defined gREATNESS as … 

1. (v.35) “Last in Line” …  

 

2. (vv. 35-37)  

 
 
3. (vv. 38- 40) Seeking to __________ believers for the greater __________ of 

 ______________.  

 

4. (v.41) Being …  

 

5. (v.42) Being careful not to spiritually… 

 

6. (vv. 43-49) Aiming for practical …  

 

7. (v. 50) Bringing ________ into the __________ of those ____________ us. 

  

8. (v.50) Enhancing the …  

 

On The Path To Greatness You’ll Discover … 

 

(1) there is a ________ to _______.  

 

(2) the ______ will be greater than the _____________. 

 

(3) the ____________ will be _________ than you thought possible. 

 

(4) there will be more ______________ & fewer ______________. 

 

 

 

7.23.17 – 18th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  

the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 
 

 


