
 
  

People can be so blind when it 
comes to God.  They certainly 
were, back in the day, in terms 
of looking at Jesus and figuring 
out who He was. As we’ve 
observed so far in the Gospel of 
Mark, almost everyone that 
Christ encountered, at least at 
first, failed to truly understand 
Him. They didn’t see the real 
Jesus. They were blind to Him.  
And that put their lives in a 
tragic bind.  They were trapped 
by their inability to see what 
God was showing them, 
teaching them and where He 
was leading them. The exact 
same problem exists today for 

you & me.  It is easy for us to get snared in this exact bind -- moving through 
life’s circumstances completely missing Jesus and not seeing what He is doing.  
And when we live blindly to our Lord, then we end up wandering in the dark 
spiritually, pursuing misdirection in life, missing out on the blessings and 
relationship He wants to give.  Today we look at three short stories from the life 
of Christ that all have to do with spiritual blindness and how Jesus can open the 
eyes of your heart and mine to see and become involved with the work of God 
all around us. 
 

 

 
Truth #1 

You gotta not try to run Jesus.  
Instead …  

 

 

 

 
Truth #2 

You gotta not look to the “world’s wisdom” to see how to live.  
Instead…  

 

Truth #3 
 You gotta not reduce life down to merely the things you can see. 

Instead… 
 

Truth #4 

You gotta not think that Jesus has left you on your own.  
 Instead …  

 
 

 

 

Truth #5 

You gotta not be convinced that the way you see things is always right.  
Instead …  

 
 

 
In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of PJ’s message. 

Discuss the following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all. 
 

1. The Pharisees wanted to control Jesus by getting Him to do what they 
wanted.  Have there been times when you’ve hoped to control Jesus in your life 
this way too?   Would it be better or worse for us if we did?  What drives us 
internally to control the Lord?  When life isn’t running how we like, what’s the 
benefit of searching for Jesus?  

  
2. The world’s “wisdom” has convinced millennials, more than previous 
generations, that the way they see life is the “right way” to see it. What is 
dangerous about this approach?  How does taking the world’s advice & filtering 
it through the teachings of Jesus change the way we view things?  Examples? 

 

3. Read aloud 2 Corinthians 4:18.  Paul encouraged us not to reduce life down 
to the physically visible (the earthly things we see) but to live taking into account 
the spiritually invisible (the heavenly things we do not see).  What does it look 
like to think this way? How does this kind of thought process work? 

 
4. What is it like to hang with a person who thinks they are always right?  Do 
these folks realize they are being this way?  Are you one of them?  If so, how 
will humbly returning to Jesus for greater clarity enhance your life and bless the 
people around you? 
 

6.4.17 – 14th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  

the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 
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