
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
One of the primary designations people used for Jesus was “Messiah.” In first 
century Israel, this was an incredibly powerful title that evoked the strongest 
reactions imaginable from everyone around Christ. Many were violently 
opposed to speaking of Jesus as Messiah: so much so that they killed Him.  
And though there many others who believed Him to be the Messiah, sadly they 
had a completely wrong notion of what this implied for Jesus and how this 
applied to their lives. In the passage we’ll study today, we see the Lord set the 
record straight by teaching His disciples what He meant by “Messiah” and the 
surprising scope of impact this was intended to have on those who called Him 
their Messiah. In essence, this is the “Big Picture” on Christianity. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
1. (v.31) It starts with realizing that what Jesus is after is a very real … 
  

 

2. (v.31) It requires the sacrificial death of the Messiah …  
 

 

3. (v.31) It centralizes & celebrates the … 
  
 

4. (vv.32-33) It bluntly shows that the plan in life we need to follow is …  

 

 

5. (v.34) It calls us to a dedicated life of … 

  

 

6. (vv.34-37) It promises great … 

 

 

7. (8:38-9:1) It makes us remember that in the end …  
 

 

 

 

*Stay aware of this ______ ______________from Jesus.*  
 

*Let Jesus’ Big Picture __________ you in all the ______________ 

and __________________ of each day.* 

FOR THOUGHT & TALK 
In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of PJ’s message.  

Discuss the following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all. 

1. The Jews of Jesus’ day (including the disciples initially) really had it all wrong 
when it came to understanding what Jesus would do as the Messiah during His 
first coming to earth.  What were they thinking they were getting and what did 
Jesus deliver?  What are some of the common misconceptions  non-Christians 
have about Jesus today?  How ‘bout us as Christians … what are some of the 
misinformed ideas about Jesus we operate on? Why is keeping our sights on 
the “Big Picture” of Christianity important?  How does doing so help us in our 
daily journey with Christ? 
 

2. PJ mentioned the “4 D’s” of discipleship (desire, denial, dedication, direction).  
“Unpack” each one of these points in terms of what they mean.  Can you be a 
disciple without these things operating in your life? 
 
3. One of the best rewards of faithfully following Jesus is that it transforms us 
into becoming a man or a woman of great “soul”?  Who are some people you 
know that have this quality?  What are they like?  Why is it important for you to 
be someone like this as well? 

6.11.17 – 15th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  
the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 

 THE CONTEXT 
(VV. 8:27-30) 

  
 

A Horribly Sick Woman 
(Mark 5:21-34) WHAT IS BIG PICTURE CHRISTIANITY 
(VV.8:31-9:1) 
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 TWO WRAP-UP CHALLENGES 
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