
Why would Jesus miraculously multiply a couple of fish and a few loaves of 
bread (Mark 6:1-21) to feed 5000+ people then, a few days later, do the exact 
same sort of miracle (Mark 8:1-9), this time feeding 4000+ people?  Well, the 
answer really isn’t that difficult to understand.  After all, why does God repeat 
any of the things He does in our lives?  Its simple: We’re slow to learn and He is 
patient in teaching us the spiritual lessons we need to know … even if He has to 
show it to us on “instant replay” so that we eventually “get it.”  You see, because 
the Lord is so good to us, He will patiently play the same song and the same 
verse (forget about the second verse) until we can play the tune and sing the 
words for ourselves.  So what was it that Jesus was trying to teach His 
followers, 2000 years ago, via these two repetitive miracles? In this case, He 
wanted to be sure His followers really understood what He is truly like and how 
it could change everything about their approach to life.  Today we’ll seek to 
discover those same truths for ourselves. 
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In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of PJ’s message. 
Discuss the following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all. 

 

1.  As the feeding of the 4000 illustrates, Jesus was truly patient with His 
disciples in their training. He is patient with us, every bit as much.  How do you 
identify with the “slow to learn” processing of the disciples?  What are some of 
the life training lessons the Lord has taught you and that you were slow in 
learning?   

2. PJ said that the Lord will more significantly us once we learn that it isn’t about 
what we can do for Him, but what He is free to do through us.  Discuss the 
meaning of the statement.  Unpack it together.  How do we give Jesus this kind 
of freedom in our lives? 

3. Take another look at the 5 lessons this story teaches us about the Lord 
Jesus.  Which one of these truths most connected with you and where you’re at 
personally in your walk with Jesus?  Why did that particular point “hit home” with 
you? 

4.  We were challenged to constantly remember how powerful, faithful, caring & 
present in our lives Jesus is.  How does each one of these descriptive terms 
relate to your experience of Jesus recently?  How have you encountered Christ 
in a way that just deeply satisfied your soul lately?  

 
5.28.17 – 13th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  

the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 
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