
 

Jesus considered John the Baptist to be great stuff.  In fact, the Lord said John 

was the greatest human being ever to have lived (Matthew 11:11).  Wow, that is 

a remarkable compliment!  Here in Mark 6:14-29, we read a powerful tribute to 

the life of this man that was held in such high esteem by our Lord. You can’t 

help but ask: what were that qualities in John the Baptist that made him such 

great stuff in the eyes of Christ?  And making it personal, we also have to ask: 

what can be learned from John’s example that will help you & me put those 

same qualities to work in our own lives today?  You see, in the heart of every 

believer the Holy Spirit is calling us to have, as our top priority, a passionate 

pursuit to live great stuff kind of lives for Jesus. The goal is to hear our Lord say 

to us when we die and meet Him … Well done (great stuff) good and faithful 

servant.  Our study of John’s life will show us what this sort of living is all about.  

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

1. (vv.14-16) John the Baptist lived this life to have a …  

 

 

2. (v.17a) John the Baptist willingly …  

 

3. (vv. 17b-19) John the Baptist courageously lived & spoke the truth even when 
it was … 
  

4. (v.20) John the Baptist gained the respect of those opposed to him …  

5. (vv.21-28) John the Baptist gave the …  

6. (v.29) John the Baptist inspired other men …   

 
 
 
 
 

1. Take note that Jesus takes note of …  

2. Genuine discipleship will be the …  

3. No matter what Jesus requires from you …  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                     In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of PJ’s message. 

Discuss the following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all. 
 

1. How can thinking about what our reputation will be like after we die shape 

the choices and actions of our lives this side of the grave?  Is this kind of a 

question morbid thinking or is there wisdom in pondering it?  Read aloud 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-2 in the New Living Translation.  How do Solomon’s 

comments tie into this discussion?  What great stuff would you like to leave 

behind to help others to be pointed toward Jesus? 

2. Which areas of a believer’s life should be shaped by discipleship? What 

does a faithful disciple look like? What are the qualities? In what areas of your 

life do you know the Holy Spirit is convicting you to be a stronger disciple?  

What is scary for you about stepping up in that area?  What would the blessing 

be to you and/or others if you do step-up? 

3. As you studied this account of John’s life, what most inspired you about this 

man that Jesus considered so remarkable?  How will that inspiration become 

application in your life? 
 

3.5.17  – 9th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  
the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 
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