
DISPLAY OR DIMINISH JESUS…YOUR CALL 
Each day every 
Christian has to 
make a choice 
… Will I display 
Jesus in my life 
or will I diminish 
Jesus in my 
life?  In other 
words, will I 
believe in Christ 
enough to 
follow Him as 
Lord or will I 
disregard Jesus 
and run life my 
way. Mark 6:1-

13 dramatically illustrates the importance of this daily decision.  We’re told two 
stories that portray the constant choice we must all keep making. In the 1

st
 story, 

Jesus takes a return trip “home” to Nazareth where He spent the first 30 years 
of His life. This is a super painful episode for Christ as those who knew Him well 
opted to dismiss Him.  Consequently, they experienced the release of God’s 
power in their lives minimally.  But in contrast, the 2

nd
 story tells us about 12 

guys who in all reality barely knew Jesus yet chose to believe in Him and make 
Him their Lord. They experienced God working through them in ways they never 
thought possible.  So again, just like the early disciples, every single day, all of 
us on the journey of faith have to make the choice … This day will I surrender 
anew to Jesus as Lord of my life or will I simply suppress Him?  It’s your call to 

make … today & everyday. 
  
  
 

The Setting (v. 1) 

Hometown Issues (vv. 2-3) 

Results of Unbelief (vv .4-6) 

 

 

What Belief Looks Like (vv. 7-11) 

   1. Responding faithfully to the calling He has …  

   2. Pursuing His goals for your life that go way beyond…  

3. Relying on Him to supply all you need to …  

     4. Determining that rejection by man is better than … 

What Belief Achieves (vv. 12-13) 

      1. A powerful voice for Christ that …   

      2. Eternal impact in the lives of …  

Owning Jesus as your Lord requires … 

To fulfill His call upon your life & experience His power in your life … 

Life with Jesus as Lord is easier and infinitely better … 

 
 
 
 
                     In your small group take 5-10 minutes to review the main points of PJ’s message. 

Discuss the following questions, taking your time as the Spirit leads, realizing you don’t have to cover them all. 
 

1. The people in Nazareth had known Jesus through childhood, adolescence & 

adulthood.  Yet, their unbelief was profound.  In contrast, the disciples had only 
known Jesus (at this point in His ministry) for something like 12 to 18 months.  
Their commitment to Jesus as Lord was powerful.  How is it possible that people 
with long-term knowledge of Jesus had such massive unbelief ruling their lives 
and those that were new to Jesus were willing to trust Him to accomplish 
amazing things through them? What does this contrast say to us about the need 
for cultivating fresh faithfulness in our relationship with Christ on a daily basis?  
How is that done? 

2.  Casting out demons and preaching to total strangers about the need to 
repent … would you guess this was within the “comfort zone” of the disciples 
when He gave them the assignment?  For Christians, what is the relationship 
between comfort zones and a lifestyle where Jesus is truly Lord? 

3.  For the believer, living a life surrendered to Jesus as Lord is easier & happier 
than life on your terms?  Do you agree with this statement?  If so, why is it 
important to hear it repeatedly?  What is it about following Jesus as Lord that 
scares you?  That blesses you and makes you glad? 

 
2.26.17  – 8th in a series of messages by Pastor John K. Nagle called The Mark of Christ: Discovering  
the Life That Matters. Check out the whole series on our website, ncffchurch.org. 

THE CONTEXT OF UNBELIEF (6:1-6)  

 

 

Mark 6:1-13 

THE CULTURE OF BELIEF (6:7-13) 

 

 

 

 
A Horribly Sick Woman 

(Mark 5:21-34) 

TAKE AWAY TRUTHS 

 

Mark 6:1-13 

For Thought and Talk 

 


