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May 2017 

Dear Family & Friends of NCFF, 

It has been extra exciting around the church office these days as the much anticipated NCFF 

renovation project has begun and is well underway.  There is nothing like a remodel to make things 

happen! 

We have been greatly blessed by all the volunteers who have come out and are helping.  These folks 

have pulled up carpet; painted walls and doors; changed out electrical fixtures … all kinds of stuff.  

But the best part has been experiencing all the camaraderie, friendship building and fun. I have been 

happily encouraged by the way everyone has worked and prayed together.  Walt Macomb is our 

volunteer project manager and he has been extraordinary in his example of Christ-like leadership to 

us all.  In a project this big, we still have many opportunities for more folks to serve and make a 

difference.  If you are a skilled craftsman, we can use you.  If you are a klutz (like me) we can put you 

behind a vacuum cleaner, put a dust cloth in your hands or get you teamed up with a bottle of window 

cleaner.  So, no matter your skill level, please call Walt at the church office (503.738.7453) or email 

him walt@ncff.info and let him know of your availability. 

At this point in the project, you’ll see new colors on the wall and new wood laminate throughout the 

ground floor entranceways and hallways. Back “by popular request” are the stained glass windows 

above the baptistry focusing us on the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  We are expanding 

our coffee shop ministry by adding a counter area and providing comfortable tables and chairs.  Our 

desire is to provide a great spot for everyone to hang out and spend more time together. 

There is a whole lot happening behind the scenes.  We are taking steps to improve and upgrade our 

fire safety capabilities. We are improving our lighting options and increasing efficiency while cutting 

costs.  We are also gathering bids from a number of carpet vendors to replace all the downstairs 

carpet in the worship center, offices and ministry areas.  The choice is to go with carpet squares that 

we can replace as needed.     

There are so many really cool “people stories” in all of this.  Jessica (Nelson) Dearinger is a 

professional interior designer who grew up at NCFF.  Though she now lives out of the area, Jessica 

still loves this church family and is graciously donating her time and skill to help us make the right 

choices on colors, materials, layout, etc.  Jessica is a master at all this kind of stuff as you can plainly 

see.  Gary Boles is a retired electrician (and still active storyteller) down here most everyday working 

beside Walt doing whatever needs to be done that day.  Kelly McKirdy is a member of our church and 

is a professional painter.  He has donated all his time and expertise to lead the extensive painting that 

is occurring.  Local vendors who don’t even attend NCFF have donated materials and/or sold us 

product at discount.  For example, Bill Sherman of Nehalem Bay Hardwoods saved us a chunk of 

money by providing us the laminate flooring at his cost because “he believes in what our church is 

doing in the community.” 
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And while much is happening in our main building, we also have a lot of great things happening in the 

home on our grounds that NCFF owns.  We are fixing this former parsonage up to once again be a 

very livable rental home for the time being and potentially be used as staff housing, if needed, in the 

future.   

Some of you might be wondering about where all the money to do this is coming from.  We are using 

donations that were contributed to our special building fund project.  Indeed, this is an ongoing 

fundraiser that many of the people of NCFF made a pledge to participate in as a special giving drive 

“over and above” their regular giving.  We’ve called this project Celebrating Our Past: Owning Our 

Future. Thanks to the generosity of those who have given thus far, we have had enough money to get 

things started.  Continued giving toward this commitment is something NCFF is most definitely 

counting upon.  Indeed, we’re hoping more folks will step-up to participate.  We have a lot left to do 

but will only go as far as our funds allow. 

Others of you might also be wondering about “why” we’re doing all of this.  This is a really important 

question. The answer has a few parts to it.  First, there were some safety issues we felt compelled to 

address and we are.  Second, we’re doing this because our facility is long overdue in terms of regular 

maintenance and upkeep.  Third, while we don’t need our facilities to be the “Taj Mahal” … we do 

want them to be serviceable, clean, and fully up-to-date.  More than anything else, as the Lord 

provides the means, we want our campus to be honoring to Christ and inviting to the people of our 

church and community.  

There is one more thing I want to share with you.  This facility is simply a tool to help NCFF fulfill our 

mission to lovingly help people everywhere become fully devoted followers of Jesus.  Your church 

leadership is fully aware that these “building happenings” are all outward sorts of things.  We also 

know, because the Word of God tells us, that what really matters is the work of God in the hearts and 

lives of people.  More than ever before, our local community, country and world need the Gospel.  

Our utmost desire is to be a body of believers that is exalting Jesus, discipling Christians and leading 

people to salvation in Christ.  We want the atmosphere of NCFF to ring with joy because faith, hope 

and love thrive here.  We pray that all we do will be for the glory of God by the grace of God. 

To this end I ask you to help NCFF move forward, on our knees, at the pace of prayer.  I ask you to 

faithfully give to this ministry as we join with Jesus to build His church.  I ask you to invest your time at 

NCFF as a volunteer.  I ask you to grow together in the unity of the Holy Spirit in the bond of peace. I 

ask you to lift up Jesus at NCFF and watch Him draw people to Himself.  And I want to say “thank 

you” for your ongoing financial support!  We will do all we can to seek the Lord’s guidance in 

spending these funds in ways that will impact lives for eternity.     

Much love to you, 

 

 

 

John K. Nagle 

Lead Pastor 
 

 

 

 


